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Key Terms and Explanations

* Strait of Hormuz: A narrow, horseshoe-shaped maritime passage connecting the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea. It serves as the world's most critical
oil transit chokepoint, handling roughly one-fifth of global petroleum consumption and vast quantities of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).

* Chokepoint Geopolitics: A strategic geographic feature (such as a narrow strait, canal, or valley) through which global traffic or trade must pass. Power projection over a
chokepoint grants a littoral state disproportionate asymmetric leverage over global supply chains and international diplomacy.

* UNCLOS & Right of Transit Passage: Under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), "transit passage" guarantees continuous and expeditious
navigation for merchant and naval vessels through straits used for international navigation. This framework restricts coastal states from unilaterally levying tolls, shutting
down transit, or exercising sovereign control over standard passage.

* Naval Blockade and Hybrid Maritime Warfare: A strategy where a belligerent state or affiliated non-state actor uses military capabilities—ranging from naval assets and
mines to anti-ship missiles and drone swarms—to cut off maritime commercial access to an enemy's ports or vital trade corridors.

* Middle-Power Mediation: Diplomatic intervention by non-superpower regional states (such as Qatar, Oman, or Pakistan) that leverage their neutral standing, balanced
foreign relations, and regional proximity to facilitate dialogue between major hostile powers.

* War-Risk Premium: An additional insurance charge levied on commercial cargo and ships operating in high-risk zone conflicts. Sudden security spikes in maritime
chokepoints trigger steep rises in insurance rates, directly elevating global freight and commodity costs.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Core Thesis: The convergence of state military assertiveness and proxy warfare in vital maritime chokepoints threatens the foundational principle of "freedom of navigation,"
turning global public trade corridors into sovereign bargaining chips and destabilizing the global economy.

* Sovereignty Assertions vs. Global Commons:

* Littoral states often seek to convert international waterways into regulated national corridors by routing traffic through specific territorial channels and imposing
environmental or security "service fees."

* Global powers and energy-importing nations maintain that international straits must remain open, unhindered public goods operating free from unilateral state
permissions, regulatory tolls, or naval surveillance.

* Asymmetric Leverage and Proxy Dynamics:
* Weaker conventional powers weaponize geographical bottlenecks to offset economic sanctions or military pressure applied by dominant international powers.

* The deployment of proxy forces in adjacent maritime zones (such as the Red Sea or Gulf of Oman) creates a multi-front maritime squeeze, forcing commercial traffic
into high-risk detours that disrupt global supply chain timelines.

* Diplomatic Balancing and Market Sensitivity:

* Regional diplomacy often works under high pressure to broker maritime truces, as even minor diplomatic signals or backchannel discussions can cause sharp
fluctuations in global crude prices.

* Contradictory public narratives—where one power claims diplomatic progress while another denies active negotiations while launching kinetic strikes—highlight the
fragile nature of maritime security arrangements.



Historical Evolution of the Issue

Pre-1979 Era (Western Security Umbrella): During the mid-20th century, Western-aligned security architectures guaranteed open navigation in the Persian Gulf.
The Strait of Hormuz functioned as an unhindered commercial corridor catering to post-WW!II industrial energy demands.

1980-1988 (The Tanker War): During the Iran-lrag War, both belligerents targeted commercial oil tankers in the Persian Gulf to disrupt each other's energy
exports. This forced major global powers to initiate naval escort operations (such as US Operation Earnest Will) to protect merchant shipping, establishing a
precedent for military intervention in international straits.

1982 (Codification of UNCLOS Ill): The international community finalized UNCLOS lll, establishing the legal regime of "Transit Passage." This framework balanced
the sovereignty of littoral states with the global imperative of unhindered commercial and military navigation through strategic international straits.

2015-2018 (JCPOA to 'Maximum Pressure'): The signing of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) temporarily eased regional maritime friction.
However, the subsequent US withdrawal in 2018 and the imposition of severe sanctions renewed maritime brinkmanship, featuring vessel detentions, limpet
mine attacks, and drone strikes in the Gulf waters.

Present Day (Multi-Front Maritime Friction): Contemporary tensions have escalated beyond localized naval standoffs to encompass regional proxy warfare
across interconnected sea lanes, transforming the Strait of Hormuz and Red Sea into flashpoints for global economic stability.

Way Forward
Strengthening Multilateral Maritime Security:

* Transition from unilateral naval deployments to inclusive, UN-mandated international maritime policing frameworks that safeguard key shipping lanes without
escalating regional political tensions.

Codification of Institutional Rules:

* Establish clear institutional mechanisms under UNCLOS to prevent coastal states from misusing environmental or safety regulations to impose covert tolls or
navigational blockades on international transit.

Regional Security Architecture & Dialogue:

* Establish dedicated regional maritime security forums—bringing together littoral nations, regional powers, and major global energy importers—to separate
commercial shipping security from underlying political and military disputes.

Strategic Energy Diversification for Importers:

* Developing nations like India must expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs), diversify import source geography (increasing sourcing from West Africa, Latin
America, and North America), and accelerate investments in renewable energy infrastructure.

Alternative Trade and Logistics Infrastructure:

* Develop alternative overland and multimodal transportation corridors—such as the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) or International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC)—to reduce over-reliance on vulnerable maritime bottlenecks.
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Key Terms and Explanations

* UN Secretary-General (UNSG): The chief administrative officer of the United Nations under Article 97 of the UN Charter. The UNSG acts as the primary diplomat,
mediator, and executive voice of the international community. Example: Negotiating humanitarian corridors or arbitrating cross-border disputes during
geopolitical conflicts.

» Article 97 of the UN Charter: The constitutional provision specifying that the Secretary-General shall be appointed by the General Assembly upon the
recommendation of the Security Council. This structural design places the initial selection power within the 15-member Security Council before sending a single
name to the 193-member General Assembly.

* P5 Veto Power: The power held by the five permanent members of the UN Security Council (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States)
under Article 27(3). A negative vote by any single permanent member blocks any substantive resolution or recommendation, including candidates for Secretary-
General.

e Straw Polls: Informal, unannounced voting rounds conducted by the Security Council to gauge candidate support before formal voting. Council members mark
ballots with "encourage," "discourage," or "no opinion." In later rounds, color-coded ballots distinguish P5 votes from non-permanent members, signaling
potential vetoes.

* Regional Rotation Convention: An unwritten political understanding that the office of the UNSG should rotate across world regions—such as Africa, Asia-Pacific,
Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Western Europe.

* Lowest Common Denominator Selection: A diplomatic outcome where great powers reject assertive candidates in favor of a compromise candidate who poses
minimal threat to national interests.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

 Institutional Primacy of the Security Council: While the UN General Assembly represents every member state equally, Article 97 concentrates executive selection
power within the Security Council. The General Assembly receives only one recommended candidate, transforming its voting role into an endorsement rather
than an open contest.

* P5 Veto Dominance over Multilateral Merit: A candidate's qualifications, administrative track record, or consensus among the wider UN membership remain
secondary to P5 acceptability. A candidate supported by 14 of the 15 Security Council members can still be blocked by a single P5 veto.

* The Opaque Straw Poll System: The Security Council uses informal straw polling to evaluate candidates. Color-coded ballots reveal whether a "discourage" vote
comes from a permanent member, allowing P5 nations to exercise an informal veto early in the process without launching a public standoff.

* Competing Conventions of Region and Gender: Gender parity and regional balance influence candidate selection alongside power politics. Because no woman
has served as UNSG in the organization's eight-decade history, calls for a female appointment are growing alongside expectations for regional rotation toward
Latin America and the Caribbean.

* Preference for Administrative over Executive Leadership: P5 members frequently prefer a "Secretary" over a "General." Highly independent candidates risk
rejection by major powers seeking to protect their foreign policy flexibility from executive oversight.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1946 (Foundational Mechanics & General Assembly Resolution 11): The UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 11(1), establishing that the Security
Council should submit only one candidate for consideration. This prevented open debates on the General Assembly floor and entrenched Security
Council control over the office.

* 1950-1953 (Cold War Deadlock & Trygve Lie’s Resignation): The first Secretary-General, Trygve Lie, resigned under Soviet pressure over UN
involvement in the Korean War. This episode highlighted how geopolitical alignment could destabilize the Secretary-General's position.

e 1953-1961 (The Hammarskjold Era & the Troika Proposal): Dag Hammarskjold expanded the independent executive authority of the office through
peacekeeping initiatives. Following his active role in the Congo Crisis, the Soviet Union proposed replacing the single Secretary-General with a three-
person "Troika" representing Western, Communist, and non-aligned blocs. Although defeated, the proposal underscored great power resistance to
independent UN executive authority.

* 1970s-1980s (Decolonization & Regional Distribution): The expansion of UN membership through decolonization established regional rotation as an
unwritten norm. The selection of Javier Pérez de Cuéllar (Peru) in 1981 confirmed that candidates needed endorsement from both the Global South and
the P5.

* 1996 (The Boutros-Ghali Veto): Boutros Boutros-Ghali faced an unprecedented single-nation veto from the United States for a second term despite
securing 14 votes in the Security Council. This demonstrated that a single P5 member could override broad consensus to block an incumbent.

* 2015-2016 (UN General Assembly Resolution 69/321 Reforms): The General Assembly passed landmark resolutions establishing informal public
dialogues, town halls, and published vision papers for candidates. While these reforms improved transparency in candidate vetting, the ultimate
authority to select the final nominee remained with the P5.

*  Way Forward

* Submitting Multiple Candidates to the General Assembly: The Security Council could recommend two or more qualified candidates to the General
Assembly, restoring the Assembly's constitutional role under Article 97 and allowing a democratic choice.

* Single Non-Renewable Term: Replacing the current renewable five-year term with a single, non-renewable seven-year term would reduce reelection
considerations and allow Secretaries-General to act more independently of P5 preferences.

* Formalizing Veto Transparency: Requiring P5 members to formally justify vetoes or "discourage" votes in the General Assembly would limit arbitrary
blocks and increase accountability.

* Institutionalizing Gender Parity and Regional Alternate Rules: The UN General Assembly should pass a formal resolution codifying gender rotation to
ensure female candidates receive equal consideration during selection cycles.

» Binding Open Vetting Procedures: Codifying the public debates, town halls, and vision paper presentations introduced under UNGA Resolution 69/321
would make public engagement a mandatory, non-discretionary phase of the election process.
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© PHOENIX SPECIES PROJECT LARGEST SINGLE FUND IN HISTORY DEDICATED EXCLUSIVELY TO RECOVERING CRITICALLY ENDANGERED SPECIES

DiCaprio, Bezos lead $200m project to save 100 threatened species

Associated Press
Los Angeles, August 4

FOUNDATIONS FUNDED and
co-founded by Leonardo DiCa-
prio and Jeff Bezos have
launched an initiative commit-
ting USD 200 million to revive
100 of Earth’s most threatened
species, including endangered
lemurs, salamanders, pangolins,
pigs and echidnas.

DiCaprio’s Re:wild and the
Bezos Earth Fund are leading
the Phoenix Species Project, the
groups announced Tuesday.
They call it the largest single
fund in history dedicated exclus-
ively to recovering critically en-
dangered species.

DiCaprio has for years been
developing the idea of a major

concerted effort to helpspecies
whose habitats and future
existence are threatened by cli-
mate change.

In 2021, he and Re:wild co-
founder Wes Sechrest, a biol-
ogist who serves as the organ-
isation's CEO, met with the
Amazon-founding mega bil-
lionaire Bezos and his wife,
former TV news reporter and
host Lauren Sanchez Bezos. He
serves as chair and she as vice
chair of the Bezos Earth Fund.

The meeting led to a series
of conversations with local gov-
ernments, environmental
groups and Indigenous people
on how best to reverse the de-
cline of their most vulnerable
species. Those conversations
eventually led to the Phoenix

Amazon founder Bezos and actor Leonardo DiCaprio have funded

and co-founded the foundation. &

Species Project.

Animals the initiative is
seeking to sustain include: -
The golden-crowned sifaka, a

lemur from Madagascar - The
Hickory Nut Gorge green sala-
mander, a lungless tree-dweller
that lives only in asmall canyon

ananar indianavinrace sam

in North Carolina.

8 The Visayan warty pig. en-
demic to islands in the Philip-
pines.

& Mexico's Cozumel harvest
mouse, whichlivesonlyonan is-
land off the Yucatan Peninsula.

® The pink land iguana,
found only on Wolf Volcano in
the Galapagos Islands.

® The Malayan pangolin,
also known as the Sunda pango-
lin, native to Southeast Asia.

® Tanzania's pancake tor-
toise, named for its flat, flexible
shell.

® The starry night harlequin
toad, known and named for its
black-and-white evening sky ap-
pearance, found only in the
mountains of Colombia.

® Attenborough's long-

beaked echidna, a monotreme,
or mammal that lays eggs, from
New Guinea named in honour
of the 100-year-old naturalist
and narrator-of-nature David At-
tenborough.

The project’sgoalsinclude giv-
ing long-term sustenance to suc-
cessfulbut fleeting smallerefforts.
“We've protected the golden-
crowned sifaka for years on a
budget that would never match
what this species deserves, but
letting it go extinct was never an
option,” Tiana Andriamanana,
executive director of Association
Fanamby, one of the groups get-
ting a grant from the initiative,
said in a statement.

"This funding, this global
platform and technical support

change what is possible.”




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Critically Endangered (CR): The highest risk category assigned by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List to wild species. A species is classified as Critically Endangered
when it faces an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild due to rapid population declines (greater
than 80-90% over ten years or three generations), severely restricted geographic ranges, or tiny absolute
population numbers.

* Example: The Malayan Pangolin or the Pink Land Iguana, both constrained to micro-habitats and
severely threatened by poaching and habitat fragmentation.

* Endemic Species: Organisms that are ecologically restricted to a specific, defined geographic location—
such as an island, a single mountain range, or a specific river valley—and are found nowhere else
naturally on Earth.

* Example: The Visayan warty pig, endemic exclusively to specific islands in the Philippines, making
its entire global population vulnerable to localized disasters.

* Monotreme: A primitive order of mammals that lay eggs instead of giving birth to live young,
representing a critical evolutionary bridge between reptiles and mammals.

*  Example: Attenborough’s long-beaked echidna, native to New Guinea, which possesses unique
evolutionary traits essential for understanding mammalian lineage.

* In-Situ Conservation: The preservation of wild ecosystems and species within their natural habitats,
ensuring that evolutionary processes and ecological relationships continue uninterrupted.

* Example: Establishing strict biological corridors and protected reserves for the Golden-crowned
Sifaka in Madagascar alongside local forest communities.

* Philanthro-Capitalism in Ecology: The application of substantial private wealth, venture capital
mechanisms, and corporate philanthropic funds to address public ecological crises that traditional state
budgets fail to fund adequately.

* Example: Large-scale private capital pools earmarked directly for endangered species recovery
projects, operating alongside sovereign governments and indigenous communities.

* Keystone and Umbrella Species: Species whose preservation indirectly protects a wide web of co-
existing organisms within the same biome. Protecting an "umbrella species" with a large territorial
requirement automatically safeguards hundreds of smaller, lesser-known species sharing that habitat.



Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
Core Thesis
The contemporary global extinction crisis cannot be stemmed solely through traditional, cash-strapped state conservation

apparatuses. Bridging the biodiversity finance gap requires targeted, capital-intensive private philanthropy that operates in direct
collaboration with sovereign local authorities, indigenous communities, and grassroot conservationists to stabilize highly fragile,
micro-endemic species.

Key Analytical Arguments

The Inadequacy of Short-Term Grant Cycles: Conservation efforts targeting highly vulnerable species often fail due to
fragmented, short-term funding regimes. Long-term financial commitment is mandatory to achieve sustained ecological
recovery, build local enforcement capacity, and allow slow-reproducing populations to stabilize.

Focus on Neglected and Highly Vulnerable Taxa: Global conservation attention often tilts toward charismatic megafauna (such
as tigers, elephants, and rhinos), leaving smaller mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and micro-endemics—such as the Hickory
Nut Gorge green salamander or the Pancake tortoise—severely underfunded despite their ecological importance.

The Primacy of Indigenous and Local Co-Management: Top-down protectionist conservation models that exclude local
communities often generate social friction and enforcement failure. Sustainable species recovery depends on integrating local
livelihoods, indigenous ecological knowledge, and direct territorial stewardship into project planning.

Habitat Realism vs. Species Recovery: Saving a species requires protecting its micro-habitat from climate-induced shifts, illegal
wildlife trafficking, and agricultural expansion. For instance, species restricted to single geographic features, like Mexico’s
Cozumel harvest mouse, require tailored local interventions rather than broad national policies.

Counterarguments and Structural Critiques

Risk of Democratic Deficit: Over-reliance on private mega-donors can result in "donor-driven priority setting," where
individual private interests dictate global environmental agendas rather than democratic processes or transparent scientific
consensus.

Sovereign Friction and Green Governance: Foreign-funded conservation initiatives can occasionally run into friction with
national development agendas or sovereign land-use rights, particularly in developing economies prioritizing infrastructure
and mineral extraction.

The Greenwashing Hazard: Large private commitments to conservation can serve as public relations shields for corporate
entities, deflecting scrutiny from broader industrial supply chains that drive climate change and habitat destruction.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence & Early 20th Century (Top-Down Protectionism): Early wildlife management was driven by colonial forestry laws and royal hunting reserves
(e.g., the Indian Forest Act of 1927). Conservation focused primarily on timber extraction and game preservation, treating local forest-dwelling communities as
encroachers rather than stakeholders.

* Post-Independence to 1970s (Statutory and Institutional Foundations): The mid-20th century saw the creation of international institutions like the IUCN (1948)
and CITES (1973). In India, the landmark Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 established strict legal protections for fauna, while flagship state initiatives like Project
Tiger (1973) shifted policy toward ecosystem-level preservation.

* 1990s (The Global Biodiversity Framework): The 1992 Rio Earth Summit birthed the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), recognizing national sovereignty
over biological resources alongside the imperative for community-based conservation. India enacted the Biological Diversity Act in 2002 to fulfill these
commitments through decentralized Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs).

e 2010s to Present (The Rise of Blended Finance and Target 30x30): The adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework set a target to protect
30% of Earth's land and oceans by 2030 (30x30 target). Facing a multi-billion-dollar global biodiversity financing deficit, the current era is marked by blended
finance, green bonds, and private philanthropy stepping in to fund targeted species recovery.

* Way Forward

* Establish Public-Private-Community Partnerships (PPCP): Conservation models should move beyond simple state ownership or private intervention. Designing
PPCP frameworks ensures state oversight, private financial efficiency, and local community leadership operate in harmony.

* Institutionalize Sustainable Finance Instruments: Rather than relying exclusively on discretionary corporate philanthropy, states should build durable financial
mechanisms—such as Debt-for-Nature Swaps, Green Bonds, and mandatory Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) allocations toward biodiversity protection

* Strengthen Statutory Habitat Protection: Pass and enforce stringent land-use policies that prevent industrial encroachment into critical wildlife !
preserving ecological corridors to build climate resilience for isolated species.

* Empower Local Community Rights: Ensure species protection plans respect indigenous land tenure and incorporate Traditional Ecologi > (TEK).
Aligning conservation with community incentives lowers enforcement costs and yields better long-term protection outcomes.

* Deploy Modern Ecological Monitoring Tools: Combine financial support with modern technology—such as satellite habitat mapr vered acoustic
monitoring, environmental DNA (eDNA) sampling, and real-time ranger tracking—to ensure transparent allocation of capital and v cological outcomes.
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Why SC expanded scope of domestic cruelty law to women in live-in relationships

Vineet Bhalla

New Delhl, Augnust 4

EXPANDING THE protection against do
mestic cruely under criminal law, the Su
preme Coun has ruled that such protes

thon, ordinarily given to mamied women
under Section 498A of the erstwhille Lnctian
Penal Code (TPC)L extends to wormen In live

in relationahips as well, provided the
couple shares an “Intent to many”

Since the TINC has now been replaced by
the Nharatiya Nysya Sanhita (INS). the hadg
metst will likely apply to the comesponding
BNS proviston: Section 85 The judgment
delivered on Monday by a bench of Aatices
Sanjay Karol and N Kotiswar Singh, recognd
ses that women facing cruelty in domestic
settings cannot be dended the protection of
criminal kew merely because they have not
undergone a formad marriage

The legal position until now
Section 498A of the [PC penalises a hus

band or his relatives for subjecting a
woman to cruelty. Because the provision
explicitly uses the word “husband”, its ap
plication was traditionally restricted to
legally valid marriages

Over the years, the Supreme Coun ex
panded this definition to cover such men
who induced a woman o a marriage that
Is legally void or voidabde — for Instance
by hiding a previous subsisting marriage

hobding that such men cannot clabm that
they were Dot a “husband ™ Lo escape pros
ecution for cruelty

This was what had transpired in the

present case as well. The accused man ap
proached the cours 1o quaah a Section
E95A case flled by his partner, anguing that
since he was already married 1o someone
clse, his relationship with the complainant
wias not a valid marriage. The Karmnataka
High Court rejected this argument, ruling
that when “a man induces a woman 1o be-
lieve that she Is lawfully married to him,
and thereafter subjects her to crueity., [he)

cannot be permitted to evade criminal re
sponsibility on the plea that no valld mar
riage existod in Law.” This lod him to appeal
to the Supreme Cousnt

Bevond vold marriages

The Supreme Court could have dis
missed the appeal by relying on the estaby
lished precedent regarding vold marmages
but the bench took up the broader guestion
of whether a man (o a live-in relationahip
can be prosecuted under Soection 498A

e udgment, written by Justice Karol
adopted a “purposive interpeetation” of the
Law, noting that since the original objective
of Section 498A was to deter domestic
cruelty, the law must adapt to changing so
clal realities, observing that “cruelty, any
which way, does not check at the doot
whether the house it enters is that of a mar
tied woman or not”. The court reasoned
that if a woman faces cruelty from her
partner, it makes no logical sense to offer
her the protection of criminal law i she Is

married, but deny it i she is cohabiting be
fore marriage. Thisdistinction, itsald, “has
no rational nexus with the object of pre
venting domestic violence and is as such
offensive 1o Article M of the Constitution
of Inchia”, which guarantees the fundamen
tal rightt to equaliny

Why the DV Act Is not enough

During the hearings, both the petitiones
and the Undon govemment angued agalinst
expanding Section 498A, pointing out that
unmarried women are already protected
under the Protection of Women from Do
mestic Violence (DV) Act, 2008, since the
Act exprosaly covers not just married per
sors but also those “redated. . through a re
lationship in the nature of marriage”

The Supreme Court rejected this angu
ment on the basis of the fundamental dif
ference between the two laws. The DV Act
it painted out, Is primarily a plece of civil
legislation providing remedies like main
tenance and protection orders. The cournt

sald that equating It with Section 498A
would be a "misstatement of Law™ because
“the import of civil and criminal law Is dif
ferent” since “loine has almost singularly
civil and monetary consequences, whereas
the other s backed by the force of criminal
deterrence”

‘Intent tomarry’is crucial

To determine which lve-in couples get
this protection of crimdnal law. the Supreme
Count barrowed the concept of 2 “relation
ship In the nature of murtiage” from the DV
Act. The court clarified that a “relationship
Inthe nature of marnriage” s a namower kegal
subset of a general “lve-in relationship
Relying on 2 2003 judgment by it, the coun
reiterated the features of such a relationshap,
which include pooling financial resources
sharing domestic arrangements, having a
sexud relationshin and holding thermetves
Ut to society as being akin 1o spouses

Monday's judgment, however, added a
caveat for the application of Section 498A

The couple must, in addition to the above
also have the “intent to marry”

This Is because, according to the courn
while rmany relationships “may meet all the
requirernents to be a relationship inthe na
ture of marriage ™", the partners might
choose never to enter matrimony. When
this intent is absent, the court held, the re
lationship should not be oquated with mae
riage [or the purpose of iInvoking a penal
provision and its “long st of adverse con
seCuences

Those relationahips that are in the na
ture of marriage and also have the requisite
Inteadt to marty are the closest to marriage
itsedl and it is those relationships that shall
be entitied to the protection of |Section
498A." the court ruled

The ludgment noted that the initial
burden of proof toestablish this intent will
lie on the femalde partner secking the law's
protection. But it did not lay down specific
parameters for how this internal “intent” is
to be legally recognised




Key Terms and Explanations

Section 498A IPC / Section 85 BNS: Section 498A of the erstwhile Indian Penal Code (IPC), now mirrored under
Section 85 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), penalizes a husband or his relatives for subjecting a woman to
cruelty—defined as willful conduct driving a woman to suicide, causing grave injury, or harassing her for dowry.

* Example: If a woman faces systematic physical abuse or mental torture by her partner's family to extract
monetary assets, criminal law penalizes such acts through custodial sentencing.

Purposive Interpretation: A rule of statutory construction where courts interpret the language of a law based
on its core intent and underlying social objective rather than adhering strictly to literal or grammatical
meanings.

* Example: Interpreting the term "husband" broadly to cover cohabiting partners who induce women into
marriage-like setups, thereby preventing abusers from hiding behind legal technicalities like invalid
marriages.

Relationship in the Nature of Marriage: A legal classification distinct from casual cohabitation, characterized
by long-term cohabitating arrangements, shared financial resources, domestic household management, and
public representation as spouses.

* Example: A couple living together continuously for years, running a joint household, opening joint bank
accounts, and presenting themselves as husband and wife to society.

Intent to Marry: The contractual and psychological commitment shared by a cohabiting couple indicating a
mutual expectation to eventually formalize their union under law, serving as a legal threshold to invoke penal
provisions.

* Example: Written promises, engagement rituals, joint planning for family life, or holding out to families a
clear blueprint for marriage.

Civil Remedy vs. Penal Deterrence: Civil remedies (like those under the Protection of Women from Domes?
Violence Act, 2005) focus on restitution, monetary relief, and protective orders. Penal deterrence focuse
criminal prosecution, penal sanction, and incarceration to deter bodily harm and psychological abuse

Doctrine of Rational Nexus (Article 14): A constitutional standard under Article 14 (Right to Equali ng
that any legal classification created by state action must bear a logical, non-arbitrary connection
statutory purpose.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The legal evolution surrounding live-in relationships centers on balancing constitutional rights, social realities, and criminal safeguards.

* Substance Over Formal Marriage: Cruelty within domestic settings inflicts severe mental and physical harm regardless of whether a formal marriage ceremony
was performed. Withholding penal deterrence from women in long-term cohabitation purely due to the absence of a legal marriage certificate compromises
bodily integrity and human dignity.

* Inadequacy of Civil Relief Alone: While civil statutes like the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005 offer essential protections—such

as maintenance, residence rights, and protection orders—they do not replace penal deterrence. Severe physical abuse or systematic harassment requires the
force of criminal law.

* Constitutional Rationality Under Article 14: Denying criminal remedies to women cohabiting with an explicit or implicit promise of marriage creates an arbitrary

distinction. Since the statutory goal is to eradicate domestic cruelty, excluding cohabiting partners who face similar domestic dynamics lacks a rational nexus to
the objective of the law.

* The Caveat of "Intent to Marry": Criminal law carries significant personal liberty implications. To avoid expanding penal liability to casual, short-term, or non-
committed relationships, courts mandate establishing a clear "intent to marry." Without this intent, a cohabiting relationship cannot be equated to a legal
marriage for criminal prosecution.

* Procedural Fairness and Burden of Proof: The initial evidentiary burden to establish an "intent to marry" lies on the partner seeking criminal protection. This
mechanism acts as a safeguard against immediate or arbitrary criminalization while preserving remedies for genuine victims.

e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1983 (Rigid Formalism): Statutory and personal laws recognized rights and duties strictly within formal, legally solemnized marriages. Cohabitation outside
legal matrimony carried legal invalidity and social stigma, offering women no legal remedies against abuse.

* 1983 (Introduction of Criminal Remedies): The enactment of Section 498A in the IPC criminalized domestic cruelty to combat dowry-related violence and marital
abuse. However, judicial application remained tied to the strict legal definition of a "husband."

e 2005 (The Civil Breakthrough - PWDVA): The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 marked a paradigm shift. Parliament recognized cohabitants
by defining aggrieved persons to include women in "relationships in the nature of marriage," granting civil remedies such as residence rights and monetary relief.

* 2010 (Defining Cohabitation Criteria): In D. Velusamy v. D. Patchaiammal, the Supreme Court set explicit tests for a "relationship in the nature of marriage,"
requiring cohabitation for a significant period, shared household, financial pooling, and public projection as partners.

* 2013 (Structural Taxonomy of Relationships): The Supreme Court in Indra Sarma v. V.K.V. Sarma outlined distinct categories of live-in setups (e.g., domestic
cohabitation, fraudulent marriages) and urged Parliament to consider comprehensive statutory frameworks for non-formalized unions.

* Present Era (Extending Penal Deterrence): Indian jurisprudence has bridged the gap between civil remedies and penal law. Courts have extended penal protection

(Section 498A IPC / Section 85 BNS) to cohabiting partners who share an "intent to marry," ensuring criminal deterrence against domestic abuse across evolving social
structures.



* Way Forward

* Statutory Amendments in Criminal Codes: Parliament should update the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) to explicitly define "relationships in the nature
of marriage" and specify criteria for "intent to marry." This would provide
statutory clarity and reduce reliance on case-by-case judicial interpretation.

* Clear Evidentiary Guidelines: The judiciary should issue clear guidelines
establishing objective parameters (e.g., duration of cohabitation, public
acknowledgment, or written/recorded commitments) for proving "intent to
marry." This ensures consistency in lower court decisions and guards against
frivolous claims.

* Expanding Legal Aid and Protection Services: District Legal Services
Authorities (DLSAs) and state One-Stop Support Centres (Sakhi Centres)
should expand their services to assist women in live-in relationships, ensuring o
accessible civil and criminal remedies regardless of legal marital status. \

* Sensitivity Training for Police and Judiciary: Law enforcement agencies and
judicial officers require regular capacity-building and gender-sensitization \
programs. Training should focus on eliminating socio-cultural biases against
cohabiting couples and applying the law objectively.
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Key Terms and Explanations

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC): A statutory 6-member body established under Section 45ZB of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934. It comprises three
internal members from the RBI and three external members appointed by the Central Government. The MPC is legally tasked with setting the policy interest rate
required to achieve the inflation target.

* Example: Every two months, the MPC meets to evaluate national and global macroeconomic data, ultimately voting on whether to cut, hike, or maintain the
repo rate.

Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT): A monetary framework wherein the central bank is explicitly mandated to maintain consumer price inflation within a specific
target range. In India, the framework sets a anchor target of 4% Headline Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation, with an upper tolerance limit of 6% and a lower
tolerance limit of 2%.

* Example: If seasonal vegetable shortages push CPI inflation to 5.2%, it remains within the allowable band (2%—6%), giving the RBI flexibility to focus on
supporting growth rather than immediately hiking rates.

Repo Rate and Monetary Transmission: The repurchase rate (repo rate) is the key policy rate at which the central bank lends short-term funds to commercial
banks against government securities. Monetary transmission refers to the mechanism and speed with which changes in the repo rate are passed on by
commercial banks to end-borrowers through retail and corporate lending rates.

* Example: When the RBI reduces the repo rate by 25 basis points, banks lower home loan and business loan interest rates, encouraging borrowing and
economic activity.

Headline Inflation vs. Core Inflation: Headline inflation measures the total inflation within an economy, including volatile commodity sectors such as food and
energy. Core inflation strips out food and energy items from the CPI basket to measure underlying, non-volatile price trends.

* Example: A sudden surge in tomato prices inflates headline CPI, but if prices of housing, apparel, and healthcare remain stable, core inflation stays flat.

High-Frequency Indicators (HFIs): Granular, real-time economic data points updated monthly, weekly, or daily that track business activity and consumer behavior
ahead of official quarterly GDP releases.

* Example: Indicators like GST e-way bill generation, passenger vehicle registrations, rail freight movement, and domestic airline passenger traffic reflect
current business momentum.

Interest Rate Differential: The numerical difference in benchmark interest rates between two countries' central banks. This gap influences cross-border portfolio
investment flows and currency valuations.

* Example: If the US Federal Reserve holds rates high while the RBI cuts its repo rate, foreign investors may withdraw capital from Indian bond markets to
seek higher risk-adjusted yields in the US, exerting downward pressure on the Indian Rupee.



Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

Forward-Looking Policy Calibration: Central bank interest rate decisions cannot be based solely on existing inflation or past growth
figures. Because policy rate tweaks require several months to filter through commercial banking channels into the real economy,
decisions must be forward-looking, anticipating economic conditions 3 to 6 months in advance.

Managing Supply-Side vs. Demand-Side Drivers: Monetary policy tools (like the repo rate) directly influence aggregate demand by
altering borrowing costs. However, inflation in developing economies like India is frequently triggered by supply-side shocks—such as
volatile crude oil prices driven by geopolitical friction or domestic food spikes caused by weather anomalies like El Nifio. The central
bank must determine whether a price rise is transitory or likely to cause generalized inflationary pressures.

Evaluating the Quality and Breadth of Growth: Aggregate GDP growth figures can mask underlying sectoral weaknesses. Central
banks analyze high-frequency indicators to gauge economic health. If growth momentum is uneven—where service sectors and urban
consumption thrive while freight movement, rural demand, or fuel consumption lag—raising interest rates to curb inflation risks
inflicting collateral damage on struggling sectors.

Navigating the Global Economic Trilemma: Domestic central banks do not operate in isolation. Shifts in monetary policy by major
global regulators (such as the US Federal Reserve, European Central Bank, or Bank of Japan) constrain domestic choices. Narrowing
interest rate differentials can trigger capital outflows and currency depreciation, forcing domestic policy rates to stay elevated even
when local growth requires stimulus.

Fiscal and Sovereign Borrowing Implications: Interest rate levels directly impact public debt dynamics. Higher policy rates elevate the
government's sovereign borrowing costs, increasing fiscal deficit pressures and potentially crowding out capital spending on long-
term infrastructure.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

Pre-Independence to Early Post-Independence (1935-1960s):

* The Reserve Bank of India was established in 1935 under the RBI Act, operating initially as a private shareholders' bank before nationalization in
1949.

* Monetary policy in early independent India was secondary to physical credit allocation and planned fiscal expenditure, primarily relying on
direct controls like the Bank Rate and physical credit quotas to support public sector industrialization.

* Social Control and Financial Repression Era (1970s—-1980s):

* Following bank nationalizations in 1969 and 1980, the RBI relied heavily on direct reserve requirements—high Cash Reserve Ratios (CRR) and
Statutory Liquidity Ratios (SLR)—to channel low-cost credit into government priorities and sovereign debt funding.

* Automatic monetization of fiscal deficits via Ad-hoc Treasury Bills meant monetary policy remained subservient to government fiscal expansion,
frequently triggering structural, high inflation.

* Post-1991 Liberalization and the Multiple Indicator Approach:

* Following the 1991 macroeconomic crisis, the fiscal monetization mechanism was phased out in 1997 via an agreement between the RBI and
the Ministry of Finance.

* In 1998, under Governors Bimal Jalan and Y.V. Reddy, the RBI adopted the Multiple Indicator Approach. Rather than tracking money supply (M3)
alone, the central bank analyzed a broad array of variables including growth, inflation, trade balances, exchange rates, and credit flow.

* The Urjit Patel Committee and Flexible Inflation Targeting (2014-2016):
* High inflationary spikes following the 2008 Global Financial Crisis prompted the RBI to set up the Urjit Patel Committee (2014).

* The committee recommended moving away from the vague Multiple Indicator Approach toward a single, legal anchor: Flexible Inflation
Targeting (FIT), anchored to the CPI rather than the Wholesale Price Index (WPI).

* In 2016, the RBI Act was amended to establish the statutory Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) with a explicit target of 4% CPI inflation (+2%)).
* Pandemic Crisis and Post-2020 Realities:
* During COVID-19, the MPC utilized its flexible target band to lower rates to historic lows (4.0%) and pump emergency liquidity into the market.

* Post-pandemic developments—including global supply chain disruptions, geopolitical conflicts, and severe climate events—have underlined the
challenge of balancing inflation control with economic growth.
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Key Terms and Explanations

Digital Arrest: A novel cyber-coercion tactic where organized fraudsters impersonate law enforcement agencies (such as the CBI, ED, State
Police, or Telecom Authorities) over high-definition video calls. Victims are falsely informed that their personal credentials or mobile numbers
are linked to serious illegal activities (e.g., money laundering, drug trafficking, or illegal parcel shipments). The scam risks are magnified by the
psychological entrapment: victims are forced to stay on continuous video surveillance—effectively under "virtual detention"—and are coerced
into transferring massive sums of money as alleged "security deposits" or "verification funds."

* Example: A retired professional receives a video call from individuals dressed in legal or police uniforms claiming that an unauthorized
bank account in their name was used for international money laundering. Coerced by threats of immediate physical arrest, the victim
remains on a 48-hour video feed and transfers life savings into a designated "safe government account."

e-Zero FIR (First Information Report): A procedural mechanism in criminal law allowing a victim to lodge an emergency First Information
Report online or at any police station across India, irrespective of territorial jurisdiction. The receiving police authority registers the crime,
initiates immediate preventive action (such as freezing bank accounts), and subsequently transfers the case file to the police station holding
geographical jurisdiction.

* Example: A resident of Guwahati falls prey to a cyber fraud where funds are routed through a server in Mumbai. The victim can lodge an
e-Zero FIR immediately through a central portal without traveling to Mumbai or navigating local police jurisdictional disputes.

Mule Account: A legitimate bank account used by cyber criminals as an intermediary conduit to receive, layer, and rapidly siphon off illicit
funds generated through cyber fraud. Account holders (mules) may be unwitting victims whose credentials were stolen or individuals who
voluntarily rent out their accounts for monetary commission.

* Example: A college student opens a bank account and hands over net-banking credentials to a syndicate for a monthly rental fee of
%5,000. Fraudsters route stolen money through this account before withdrawing it at distant ATMs or converting it into cryptocurrency.

Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C): An apex nodal entity established under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to serve as a
national framework for law enforcement agencies dealing with cybercrime. It coordinates inter-state intelligence, operates national cyber
reporting portals, and collaborates with telecom and banking regulators to neutralize digital criminal infrastructure.

Temporary Debit Hold: A regulatory and preventive banking measure wherein outgoing financial transactions on a suspect bank account are
instantly frozen by the bank upon receiving verified fraud alerts from law enforcement or reporting portals, while still allowing incoming
deposits or administrative verification.



Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

Rise of Coercive Cyber-Crimes: Organized digital fraud in India has evolved beyond passive phishing attacks into active, highly coercive psychological operations
like "digital arrest." Scammers exploit public fear, institutional trust, and structural gaps in law enforcement to extort citizens.

Imperative for Institutionalized SOPs: Curbing sophisticated cyber extortion requires standardized, legally binding Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) across
regulatory vectors—specifically linking state police departments, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), commercial banks, telecom service providers, and central
intelligence agencies.

Crucial Role of Real-Time Financial Interventions: The primary vulnerability in cyber fraud is the rapid velocity with which stolen funds are layered through
multiple mule accounts within minutes. Combating this requires immediate, automated measures such as temporary debit holds, inter-bank data sharing, and
centralized money restoration portals to freeze and return funds during the critical "golden hour."

Implementation Gaps in State-Level Capacity: Despite central frameworks established by the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C), structural
enforcement remains uneven across the country. Gaps persist in notifying state-level Cyber Crime Coordination Centres, universalizing e-Zero FIR mechanisms, and
enforcing standardized telecom user-identification regulations.

Victim Relief and Institutional Accountability: Effective cyber jurisprudence must prioritize systemic recovery mechanisms over purely punitive prosecution.
Establishing time-bound grievance redressal portals and mandatory inter-agency coordination ensures that victim restitution is treated as a fundamental
regulatory obligation.

Historical Evolution of the Issue

Pre-Digital & Early IT Act Era (2000-2010):

* Focus: Basic computer hacking, unauthorized server access, and identity theft.

* Milestones: Enactment of the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000. Law enforcement treated cyber offenses largely as localized financial cheating or isolated
white-collar crimes under traditional Indian Penal Code (IPC) provisions.

Rapid Digitization & Banking Integration (2011-2019):

*  Focus: Shift from high-skill hacking to mass digital financial fraud (phishing, OTP fraud, vishing, fake ATM cloning).

* Milestones: Launch of the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity and the Unified Payments Interface (UPI). The exponential increase in digital transactions
exposed millions of first-time digital users to basic financial scams. Creation of early cyber cells within state police departments.

Emergence of Transnational & Coercive Cyber Fraud (2020-2023):

* Focus: Sophisticated financial syndicates operating out of specialized international scam hubs (such as Golden Triangle regions in South-East Asia) and domestic
clusters (Jamtara, Mewat).

* Milestones: Introduction of high-speed video communications and deepfake technology enabled "Digital Arrests." Operationalization of the Ministry of Home
Affairs' National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal (NCRP) and the 1930 Cyber Fraud Helpline.

Comprehensive Regulatory & Judicial Mandate Phase (2024—Present):

* Focus: Multi-sectoral, real-time intervention combining telecom rules, banking freezes, and judicial oversight.

* Milestones: Integration of the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub with 14C; enactment of the Telecommunications Rules; judicial directives mandating standardized
SOPs, universal e-Zero FIRs across all states, and automated debit holds on mule accounts to protect digital public infrastructure.



* Way Forward

Institutionalizing Standardized National SOPs:

* Establish unified, legally binding Standard Operating Procedures across state police forces, commercial banks, telecom operators, and
central agencies.

* Mandate clear protocols for time-bound complaint intake, rapid freezing of suspicious funds, and seamless asset restoration without
bureaucratic delays.

* Universalizing e-Zero FIR and State Coordination:

* Require all States and Union Territories to fully integrate and operationalize e-Zero FIR systems within the National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal.

* Ensure every state formally notifies and funds its State Cyber Crime Coordination Centre to build dedicated, high-tech investigative
capacity.

* Automated Banking Guardrails and Debit Holds:

* Enforce real-time integration between the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub, 14C, and commercial banks.

* Deploy Al-driven predictive algorithms to detect abnormal transaction patterns in real time, enabling immediate automated debit hold
on flagged mule accounts to lock stolen funds before withdrawal.

* Hardening Telecom Infrastructure and SIM Verification:
* Enforce strict compliance with Telecom User Identification Rules to eliminate unauthorized or spoofed SIM registrations.

* Deploy advanced firewall filters at international telecom gateways to identify and block spoofed calls originating from ov
operations masquerading as Indian law enforcement numbers.

* Targeted Public Empowerment and Digital Literacy:

* Execute targeted, multi-lingual public awareness campaigns highlighting a critical rule of law: No Indian law en
conducts judicial interrogations, detentions, or monetary demands via video calls.

* Educate citizens to instantly verify suspicious legal demands through official police channels or the 1930




RISE ABOVE THE REST

MODUS OPERANDI: THE CYBER-COERCION CYCLE ' 'KEY CONCEPTS & TERMS DEFINED

Fake Police Call ==> Psychological Isolation m» Monetary Demand e-ZERO FIR: o 9 o INDIAN CYBER CRIME
False Ori Verify Immediate reporting 7\ o COORDINATION

\ A?,:;atme f&— Funds 34 from anywhere, prompt ~_3&EX = CENTRE (14C): Apex

\\ l::> AB —A— : \ account freezing - ~coordination under MHA
Virtual - ((8)=)|— Security >
Video Deltention Deposit LR
1deo ? (@ MULE ACCOUNTS: TEMPORARY DEBIT
Interrogation Virtual Detention (s}-® Conduit accounts for | HOLDS:

layered illicit funds w Banks freeze suspicious
- funds via real-time alerts

< Rapid Funds Transfer ‘

RECENT SUPREME COURT WAY FORWARD & CITIZEN ACTION

Money Launderin (SC) DIRECTIVES
y g ' FRAME STANDARDIZED SOPs: SYSTEMIC REFORMS:
(@) O LBy Senire; Swatas nb, Teecom) @ - Xagfr?atsgipgebit Holds on Mules
N 1 /" ' V'CT'M.GR'E.VANCE REPRESSAL N ¢ Telecom Rule Enforcement
@ (_ _) ~ (Operationalize mechanisms) p,
N | * TIME-BOUND MONETARY RESTITUTION CITIZEN SAFETY ACTIONS:
o v 10 (Restore lost funds) : m?;l?l’:);?t?;:;geo-ca" Police
\\ .
= .. STATE cyber crime centres & « Verify Officials Independently
Mule Accounts o e-ZERO FIRs (Notify and fund)

* Report immediately to 1930 Helpline |

O +916002-417488 @ axicisacademy.com




WHILE NRIINTEREST IN FCNR(B) DEPOSITS IS SKY-HIGH, RUPEE'S TRAJECTORY IS LIKELY TO BE MORE SEDATE
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Key Terms and Explanations

Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) Deposit [FCNR(B)]: This is a specialized
term deposit account held by Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) in Indian banks,
maintained in foreign currencies such as the US Dollar, Euro, or British Pound.
Example: An NRI working in the United States deposits $100,000 into an FCNR(B)
account in India; the funds remain in US Dollars, protecting the investor from
currency exchange rate fluctuation risks.

Concessional Swap Window: A financial facility provided by the central bank
allowing commercial banks to exchange foreign currency raised through specific
deposit schemes for domestic currency at subsidized or pre-determined rates, with
an agreement to reverse the transaction later. Example: A bank receives foreign
currency deposits and swaps them directly with the central bank for domestic
currency liquidity without dumping the dollars into the open market.

Foreign Currency Assets (FCA): The largest component of a country's foreign
exchange reserves, consisting of assets denominated in major international
currencies held by the central bank. Example: Holdings of foreign government
bonds, bank deposits, and treasury bills in currencies like the US Dollar and Euro.

Spot Market vs. Forward Market Interventions: Spot market operations involve
the immediate buying or selling of foreign currency for quick delivery, directly
altering daily market exchange rates. Forward market operations involve contracts
to buy or sell currency at a predetermined future date, helping manage long-term
currency expectations without immediate spot market cash shifts.

Currency Hedging: A strategic financial practice where institutional investors or
banks use derivative contracts (such as forward contracts) to offset potential losses
caused by adverse exchange rate movements. Example: A bank holding dollar-
denominated liabilities buys forward dollar contracts to fix its future repayment
costs.

|~
O




Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

Divergence Between Inflow Volume and Currency Appreciation: Substantial foreign
financial inflows into a nation's banking system do not automatically guarantee a
strengthening of the domestic currency. Recent trends demonstrate that despite
mobilizing tens of billions of dollars through specialized non-resident deposits and
foreign portfolio investments, exchange rate appreciation can remain remarkably
subdued.

Off-Market Central Bank Swap Mechanics: When foreign currency raised through
non-resident deposit windows is swapped directly with the central bank off the open
market, those dollars do not enter general foreign exchange trading channels.
Consequently, this direct absorption fails to directly alleviate immediate dollar
demand among commercial importers in the spot currency market.

Reporting Lags and Compensatory Forex Interventions: Variations between actual
capital raised by commercial banks and official increases in foreign currency assets
often arise from operational delays in weekly reporting. Furthermore, central banks
frequently sell dollars in the spot market to cushion domestic currency against
geopolitical shocks, offsetting the official growth of foreign currency reserves.

Future Dollar Demand via Banking Sector Hedges: Commercial banks offering high
yields on foreign currency deposits actively hedge their future interest obligations in
the forward market. This defensive financial engineering creates significant future
dollar demand, counteracting the initial positive market sentiment created by capital
inflows.

Global Macroeconomic Drivers vs. Domestic Liquidity Measures: Specialized central
bank swap instruments are highly effective against localized confidence shocks, as
demonstrated during emerging market stress in 2013. However, when currency
headwinds stem from global structural pressures—such as sustained foreign central
bank interest rate hikes, high global crude oil prices, and technological disruptions in
service exports—domestic capital surges serve primarily as a defensive shield rather
than an appreciation engine.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1991 Era (Fixed Rate Regime and Reserve Crises): Prior to structural economic reforms, India followed a pegged exchange rate system under strict foreign
exchange controls governed by the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA). External shocks, such as the 1990 Gulf Crisis, caused rapid reserve depletion,
culminating in the historic 1991 Balance of Payments crisis and forcing a complete rethinking of external sector management.

* Post-1991 Liberalization (Managed Float and Capital Mobilization): The introduction of the Liberalised Exchange Rate Management System (LERMS) in 1992
marked the transition toward a market-determined exchange rate. India achieved current account convertibility in 1994 and introduced instruments like FCNR
accounts to attract stable non-resident capital inflows while building foreign forex buffers.

* The 2013 Taper Tantrum and Concessional Swaps: Following the US Federal Reserve's signals to wind down quantitative easing in 2013, capital rapidly exited
emerging markets. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) introduced a landmark concessional FCNR(B) swap window, successfully attracting over $34 billion. This
localized intervention repaired market confidence, driving a sharp nearly 10% appreciation in the rupee over a short period.

* Post-2016 Inflation Targeting and Reserve Accumulation: With the formalization of the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework under the RBI Act, foreign
exchange interventions shifted toward mitigating sharp volatility rather than targeting specific exchange rate levels. Central bank strategy prioritized
accumulating massive foreign reserves to withstand global spillovers.

e Current Macroeconomic Phase (Complex Geopolitical and Structural Dynamics): Today, external sector management operates in a complex environment
characterized by prolonged geopolitical conflicts, volatile global energy markets, technological transitions impacting traditional service exports, and recalibrated
global interest rate trajectories, altering how foreign inflows influence currency strength.

* Way Forward

» Shifting Focus Toward Long-Term Productive Equity Capital: Transition policy emphasis from reliance on debt-creating non-resident term deposits toward
attracting stable, greenfield Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). Equity investments flow directly into real economic output and clear through open market channels
without creating forward currency liabilities.

* Active Management and Smoothing of Forward Liabilities: Strategically stagger and smooth the central bank's forward contract maturities to prevent
concentrated dollar delivery timelines. This approach reduces periodic surges in commercial dollar demand and lowers forward premia pressures in dc

markets.

* Enhancing Export Competitiveness Beyond Traditional Services: Diversify manufacturing and service export portfolios to counter structur tions,
such as artificial intelligence integration in technology sectors. Strengthening high-value domestic manufacturing under schemes like Prod Incentives
(PLI) builds sustained structural current account support.

* Expanding Local Currency Settlement Frameworks: Accelerate bilateral and regional trade agreements settled in local domestic c 2ther than global
reserve currencies, directly reducing baseline commercial dollar demand for critical imports like crude oil and raw materials.

* (Calibrated Communication and Market Transparency: Maintain clear strategic communication regarding central bank foreign operations and swap

mechanisms. Transparent guidance prevents market speculation, helps market participants accurately price risk, and stabilizes exchange rate expectations.
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3 widely used medicines
classified as carcinogenic
by WHO research agency

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Three widely prescribed
medicines used to treat
high blood pressure, fun-
gal infections, and organ
transplant rejection have
been classified as “carcino-
genic to humans™ (Group )
by the International Agen-
cy for Research on Cancer
(1ARC), the World Health
Organization (WHO)'s can-
cer research agency.
Experts said the classifi-
cation is a hazard identifi-
cation and should not
prompt patients to discon-
tinue treatment without
consulting thelr doctors.
The three medicines ~
hydrochlorothiazide (hy-
pertension), voriconazole
(fungal infections), and ta-
crolimus (an immunosup-
pressant preventing tran-
splant rejection) — are on
the WHO Model List of Es-

sential Medicines, pre-
scribed to millions world-
wide. The assessment,
published as Volume 137 of
the IARC Monographs, ex-
pands on conclusions first
released in The Lancet On-
cology in November 2024,

There is sufficient evi-
dence that hydrochloroth-
iazide causes squamous
cell skin carcinoma and lip
cancer, IARC said.

Voriconazole was simi-
larty linked to squamous
cell skin carcinoma in tran-
splant recipients on pro-
longed therapy, through
the same phototoxic me-
chanism. Tacrolimus was
linked to non-Hodgkin
lymphoma and post-tran-
splant lymphoproliferative
disorder, with limited evi-
dence for leukaemia and
skin carcinoma.

Kabir Sardana, Director,
Professor and Head of the
Department, Department

of Dermatology, at Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee Institute of
Medical Sciences and Dr.
Ram Manohar Lohia Hos-
pital, said: “Hydrochlo-
rothiazide has long been
recognised as carrying a
risk, especially in rural
areas, the Northeast, hilly
and coastal regions, and
among outdoor workers.

Voriconazole is another
concern, not only because
of its known association
with skin cancer risk, but
also because it is frequent-
ly prescribed without fa-
belled indications, includ-
ing for fungal infections
caused by Trichophyton in-
dotineae. We cannot ig-
nore these warnings in a
country where irrational
prescribing, over-the-
counter availability, and
poor adherence to ethical
prescribing and dispensing
practices remain skgnifi-
cant challenges.”




Key Terms and Concepts

IARC Group 1 Carcinogen: A classification assigned by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), the specialized cancer agency of the World Health

Organization (WHO). Group 1 indicates that there is sufficient evidence of carcinogenicity in humans. This rating does not evaluate the degree of risk at a specific dose, but

F]atcI er ﬁ(lnnfirrr?_s thde biological capability of an agent to cause cancer. Example: Asbestos, tobacco smoke, ultraviolet radiation, and now therapeutic agents like
ydrochlorothiazide.

Hazard Identification vs. Risk Assessment: Hazard identification answers whether an agent can cause harm under specific conditions, whereas risk assessment determines
the probability and severity of harm occurring under real-world exposure levels and clinical dosages.

Phototoxicity: A non-immunological skin reaction triggered when a chemical or pharmaceutical substance absorbs ultraviolet (UV) light, generating reactive oxygen species
thatl_cahuse direct tissue and cellular DNA damage. Example: A patient taking hydrochlorothiazide developing severe sunburns or lip carcinomas following routine exposure to
sunlight.

WHO Model List of Essential Medicines (EML): A list of minimum medicine needs for a basic health-care system, selected based on disease prevalence, public health
relevance, evidence of clinical efficacy, safety, and comparative cost-effectiveness.

Post-Transplant Lymphoproliferative Disorder (PTLD): A spectrum of B-cell hyperproliferative conditions ranging from reactive lymphoid hyperplasia to frank malignant
lymphoma, occurring as a direct consequence of long-term therapeutic immunosuppression after organ transplantation.

Irrational and Off-Label Prescribing: The practice of prescribing drugs for unapproved indications, unverified fungal strains, or incorrect durations without standardized
clinical protocols or diagnostic confirmation.

Main Arguments and Core Analysis
The classification of widely prescribed essential drugs as human carcinogens presents a complex public health challenge that requires a balanced regulatory and clinical

response.

Therapeutic Benefit vs. Long-Term Carcinogenic Risk: The primary dilemma lies in the tension between immediate, life-saving therapeutic interventions and long-term
carcinogenic hazards. Abrupt discontinuation of hydrochlorothiazide, voriconazole, or tacrolimus poses immediate life-threatening risks—such as hypertensive crises, fatal
invasive fungal septicemia, or acute organ transplant rejection—which far outweigh the long-term statistical risk of developing cancer.

Mechanisms of Pharmacological Carcinogenesis:

* Solar Interaction Mechanism: Hydrochlorothiazide and voriconazole act via phototoxic pathways. When exposed to UV radiation, these compounds undergc
photochemical reactions that damage cutaneous cellular DNA, significantly elevating the risk of cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma and lip cancer.

* Immunosuppressive Mechanism: Tacrolimus induces oncogenesis through sustained systemic suppression of cell-mediated immunity. By disablin:
the body loses its natural ability to eliminate oncogenic viruses (like Epstein-Barr Virus) and pre-malignant cells, leading to non-Hodgkin lymp!

Amplification of Risk in the Indian Socio-Geographic Context:

. 5nvironmental Factors: Tropical climate, high solar insolation, and intense UV exposure in hilly, coastal, and rural regions magnify the p' tential of these
rugs.
* Occupational Exposure: Outdoor laborers, agricultural workers, and construction workers face prolonged solar exposure, turning a 1armacological hazard into
an elevated clinical risk.
* Systemic Vulnerabilities: RamEant over-the-counter (OTC) dru% availability, off-label usage (such as treating stubborn dermator e Trichophyton indotineae with
potent antifungals), and a lack of standardized patient counseling aggravate exposure risks.



* Historical Evolution of Regulatory and Pharmacovigilance Standards
* The regulation of drug safety and pharmacovigilance in India has evolved from basic quality control to monitoring complex, long-term drug-induced pathologies.

* Pre-Independence to Post-Independence (1940s-1970s): The passage of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act in 1940 focused primarily on preventing adulteration, fake medicines,
and short-term toxicities. Pharmacovigilance was largely absent, and drug safety was evaluated through acute toxicity metrics rather than chronic carcinogenic surveillance.

* Global Essential Medicine Framework & Indian Adoption (1970s-1990s): Following the WHO's formulation of the first Model List of Essential Medicines in 1977, India
established its own National Essential Drugs Framework. The focus was predominantly on expanding access to affordable, life-saving cardiovascular, antimicrobial, and
immunosuppressive therapies, with limited long-term post-market epidemiological surveillance.

* Formalization of Pharmacovigilance (2000s-2010s): The Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) launched the Pharmacovigilance Programme of India (PvPI) in 2010 to
collect, analyze, and monitor Adverse Drug Reactions (ADRs). During this era, regulatory attention shifted toward drug-induced organ toxicities and cross-reactivities.

* Contemporary Era & Long-Term Carcinogen Re-evaluation (2020s—-Present): Advanced epidemiological cohort tracking and molecular oncology have enabled bodies like
IARC to re-evaluate chronic drug usage patterns. The classification of essential daily therapeutics (Volume 137 of IARC Monographs) represents a paradigm shift: essential,
widely accessible medicines now require structured, lifelong post-market surveillance and environmental risk-mitigation strategies.

* Strategic Way Forward
* A modern public health approach must combine regulatory updates, clinical adjustments, and patient communication to address these risks effectively.
* Clinical Protocol Updates & Photoprotection Guidelines:

* Issue updated clinical directives instructing physicians to combine prescriptions of phototoxic drugs (hydrochlorothiazide, voriconazole) with mandatory photoprotective
advice (broad-spectrum sunscreen, protective clothing, and minimizing peak-hour sun exposure).

* Establish routine dermatological screening protocols for high-risk patients, such as organ transplant recipients on prolonged tacrolimus or voriconazole therapy.
* Regulatory Enforcement & Package Labeling Reforms:

* Mandate clear warning labels and Patient Information Leaflets (PIL) on packaging for all Group 1 classified essential drugs, detailing phototoxicity risks and the importance
of sun protection.

» Strictly enforce Schedule H and H1 restrictions under the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules to eliminate over-the-counter sales and curb irrational, off-label prescribing of potent
antifungals.

* Strengthening Digital Pharmacovigilance (PvPI):

* Integrate PvPI reporting portals directly into digital health infrastructure, such as the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM), enabling real-time adverse drug reaction
reporting across primary, secondary, and tertiary health centers.

* Conduct region-specific post-market epidemiological surveillance in high-UV areas (e.g., Northeast, coastal, and hilly regions) to monitor real-world incidence rates of drug-
induced skin neoplasms.
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SpaceX rocket stage hurtles toward
moon, astronomers hot on its trail
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Key Terms and Explanations

Spent Upper Stage: The final engine section of a multi-stage launch vehicle that fires at high altitudes to insert a payload into its intended orbit. Once its
propellant is exhausted, it becomes non-functional space hardware (orbital debris) subject to gravitational perturbations.

Controlled Source Event: A high-velocity impact on a celestial body where parameters such as mass, impact velocity, angle, and precise trajectory are known
prior to collision. Unlike unpredictable natural meteoroid strikes, these events allow scientists to establish baseline measurements for seismic and geological
studies.

Regolith and Dust Levitation: Regolith refers to the loose, fragmented layer of dust, soil, and broken rock covering lunar bedrock. Dust levitation occurs when fine
particles become electrostatically charged or mechanically displaced by impacts, floating above the surface—a phenomenon critical for designing long-term
human lunar habitats and machinery.

Outer Space Treaty (OST, 1967): The foundational framework of international space law. Its central pillar, Article Il, specifies that outer space, including the Moon
and other celestial bodies, is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other means.

Action Team on Lunar Activity Consultation (ATLAC): A specialized UN-level initiative formed under the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UN-
COPUOQS) to foster multilateral consensus on lunar coordination, landing site safety, and celestial debris mitigation.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

Dual Nature of Uncontrolled Celestial Impacts: Abandoned upper-stage rocket collisions present a striking dichotomy. On one side, they offer a rare, zero-cost
scientific opportunity to observe shock physics and subsurface geology; on the other, they highlight an escalating threat of space congestion.

Scientific Value of Calibrated Lunar Collisions: Because the exact mass, velocity, and composition of an artificial impactor are documented, the resulting light
flash, debris plume, and crater morphology provide crucial data on lunar seismology and regolith behavior under extreme kinetic forces.

Vulnerability of Lunar Cultural and Scientific Heritage: With increasing international and private presence on the Moon, rogue impacts threaten historic
hardware, active scientific instruments, and designated landing markers (such as Chandrayaan-3's Shiv Shakti Point or Apollo landing sites).

The Global Regulatory Deficit: Current international space law lacks explicit provisions to mandate end-of-life disposal for deep-space hardwv

because no nation can claim sovereignty over lunar territory, establishing legally enforceable safety or exclusion zones around lunar asse? ly
ambiguous.

Disparate Agency Standards for Space Hardware Disposal: Major spacefaring entities follow divergent operational policies. While cies utilize direct
heliocentric (solar) disposal orbits, private commercial actors often operate under minimal regulatory mandates for spent stage nplex Earth-Moon

trajectories.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1950s-1960s (The Early Space Race Era): Space exploration prioritized orbital capability over long-term environmental management. Deep
space was viewed as an infinite sink, leading to the deliberate abandonment of expended rocket hardware in Earth and cis-lunar orbits.

e 1967-1972 (Foundational Legal Frameworks): The codification of the Outer Space Treaty (1967) and the Liability Convention (1972)
established basic principles of state liability for space objects, but focused overwhelmingly on Earth-bound damages and nuclear power
sources rather than orbital debris management.

* 1970s (Early Intentional Lunar Impacts): During the Apollo program, NASA routinely guided upper stages (S-IVB) and spent lunar modules
to impact the Moon intentionally. These controlled impacts served as calibration tools for the seismometers left on the surface by

astronauts.

» 2009 (Targeted Scientific Debris Crashing): Missions such as NASA's LCROSS (Lunar Crater Observation and Sensing Satellite) deliberately
crashed a spent Centaur rocket stage into the permanently shadowed Cabeus crater, successfully confirming the existence of water ice in
lunar regolith.

* 2020s-Present (Commercial Lunar Renaissance): The surge in private space exploration, combined with multi-nation lunar initiatives like
the Artemis program and China's ILRS, has dramatically elevated hardware traffic in cis-lunar space, transforming abandoned stages into
untracked, unpredictable kinetic risks.

*  Way Forward
* Mandatory Deep-Space End-of-Life Disposal Protocols: International regulatory bodies should mandate that upper-stage rocket boosters

retain sufficient delta-v (fuel reserves) to execute either a controlled disposal into a designated, safe lunar impact site or an escape trajectory
into a heliocentric (solar) orbit.

* Establishment of International Debris Tracking in Cis-Lunar Space: Expand existing terrestrial Space Situational Awareness (SSA) networks
to track objects operating beyond Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO), creating an open-access international repository for deep-space hardware
trajectories.

* Legal Harmonization under UN-COPUOS: Update the legal interpretation of the Outer Space Treaty through consensus mechanisms like
ATLAC to formally define non-sovereign "Safety and Heritage Corridors" around active scientific landers and historic lunar sites.

* Incentivizing Clean Space Technologies: Space agencies should offer licensing preferences and financial incentives to commercial operators
that incorporate active debris removal mechanisms, passivation systems, or biodegradable/burn-up capabilities into their upper-stage
architectures.
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