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SC weighs SOP for urgent cases
affecting citizens’ life and liberty

Constitutional remedies must be accessible at all time, says petition in top court: Bench headed by CJI Kant says an SOP
coukd be put in place to reduce ‘response time’ in cases such as illegal detentions, demolition drives or other state actions

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELMI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday agreed

10 conshder framing
a Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOF) o allow ci-
zens o knock on the doors
of the courts any tme, &y
or ndght, In cases affecting
Ne and Bberty, inchuding
llegal detentions, immi-
nent demolition of homes,
deportations,  custodial
violence, or other state
actions

Beyond court schedules
A three-judge Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of lIndlia
Surya Kant was bearing a
petivion fhed by a top court
advocate, Maberavish
Rein, who said the courts
cannot afford to close s
pecially against the back-
grosmd of credible reports
of late-night arrests, carly
moming demolition
drives, and deportation or
executive actions underta
ken during weckends or
holidays.

“The absence of a struc
tured and institutionalised

e

absenee
ol a structured
andd institution-
alised moecha
nism ensuring
CONmous
jclicial
acoessibility man
resultin
rreversibie
CONMSU LTINS
MAIERAVISHE REIN

Petitomer

mechanism ensuring con
tinuouts judicial accessibili-
Iy may result in irveverss-
ble consequences before
atfected persons are able
1o approach constitutional
courts... The protection of
liberty cannot remain de
pendent upon the tempo
ral boundaries of court
schedudes, In 2 constion
vopal  democracy  go
verned by the rule of aw,
the Constitution canpot
fall silent at night, nor can
the protection of liberty
awak the moming bell of
the courts,” Ms. Rein sub

should come within
an hour of an urgent
mention

SUNRYA KANT
Ot pntion of ol

Preparation of an SOP
should be undertaken

by the Supreme Court
on s administracive
rather than judicial side

TUSMHAR MENTA
Solxcwor Georerad

Manhe the response

from the court ~~
s el

mitted. Access o justice
cannot exist merely in the-
ory. Constiutbonal reme-
dies must be practically ac-
cessibie ar all tines, she
said

The Bench noted that an
SOP could be put in place
10 reduce the “response
time™ 10 urgent nequests in
cases of e and hiberty
“Maybe the response from
the count should come
within an hour of such an
urgent mention,” Chief jus-
tice Kant noted.

Solicitor-General Tush
ar Mehta said the prepara

ton of an SOP should be
undertaken by the top
court on its administrative
rather than judicial side

In response 1o the law
officer, the Chief Justice
noved that High Courts dil
not come withan the admi-
nistrative ambé of the top
court in a federal set-up, In-
dicating that the petition
may have to be heard and
orders passed on the judi-
clal side.

Justice Jovmalya Bagchi,
a part of the Bench, sail
there was a diference in
approach in accessing jus-
tice during office hours
and after office hours. The
judge said a “graded ap-
proach™ to 3c0ess o justice
after court hours cannot
be interpreted as a denial
of justice

Digital access

The judge podnted out that
courts  never “closeup”
when there was diggwal ac
cess 1o justice through oAl
ing. “A letver, an emadl or a
phone call woukl be
enough to activade the jus-
thoe system,” Justice Bagchl
saicl.

Ms, Rein agreed with
Justice Bagchi that sechino-
logcal advancements, in-
cluding dighal filing, elec
tronic court records and
virtaad hearing Infrastroc
ture had significantly en
banced the capacity of
courts to provide remote
AOCUSS [0 Justce,

“The present  Institu
onal framewark of courts
largely restricts access to
Judicial remedies to desig
nated court hours, work
ing days and limited vaca-
tion benches, As a result,
individuals Bwcing urgent
violations of liberty and
fundamental rights often
encounter sgonificant prac-
tical dithculty in obtaining
Immediare judicial progec
o during mights, wee
kends, public holidays and
court recesses,” Ms, Rein
submited

“However, these techn
ological capabilities have
pot yet been integrated in
to a undform institutional
framework enabling emer
gency judicial access for
urgent constitutional mat-
ters outside regular court
hours,” she submittedl




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) in Judiciary: A formalized, step-by-step set of instructions codified by the court management to handle specific operational
contingencies. In the context of emergency judicial access, an SOP transforms what is currently an ad-hoc, discretionary practice (like waking up a judge at midnight) into a
predictable, institutionalized mechanism for urgent listings.

* Constitutional Remedies (Articles 32 and 226): These articles form the bedrock of the citizen-state relationship. Article 32 guarantees the right to move the Supreme Court for
the enforcement of Fundamental Rights, famously termed by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar as the "heart and soul" of the Constitution. Article 226 empowers High Courts with an even
broader writ jurisdiction. A 24/7 access model ensures these remedies are not bounded by calendar days or working hours.

* Temporal Boundaries of Court Schedules: This refers to the traditional, colonial-inherited working framework of courts, which operate strictly within designated hours (e.g.,
10:30 AM to 4:00 PM), fixed working days, and scheduled vacations. The core issue is whether these temporal limitations should restrict the defense of timeless constitutional
rights.

* Administrative vs. Judicial Side of courts: The judiciary functions through two distinct domains. The Judicial Side deals with hearing cases, interpreting laws, and issuing
binding judgments. The Administrative Side involves internal management, infrastructure, human resources, and the framing of registry rules. Deciding whether to issue an SOP
via administrative rules or through a judicial order involves navigating delicate intra-court dynamics.

* Federal Judicial Architecture: Unlike the strict federal division in the United States, India features an integrated judicial system. However, as noted by the Bench, the Supreme
Court does not exercise direct administrative control over the High Courts. Each High Court is an independent constitutional entity within its state, meaning a nationwide
emergency SOP requires a judicial directive rather than a mere top-down administrative circular.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core debate centers on an essential democratic premise: Can the protection of human liberty be paused when the court gates are physically closed? The substantive
discourse around this issue balances immediate human rights protection against institutional practicality.

* The Imperative of Continuous Judicial Redress

* The foremost argument is that the executive machinery operates continuously, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Arbitrary state actions—such as late-night preventive detentions,
early-morning structural demolitions, or rapid weekend deportations—frequently occur outside standard court hours. If the judiciary remains inaccessible during these intervals,
the protection of personal liberty becomes dependent on the clock, resulting in irreversible violations before an individual can secure a formal hearing.

* Technological Readiness versus Institutional Inertia

* Modern judicial infrastructure has evolved through e-filing systems, digital court records, and virtual hearing rooms. Legal experts argue that because the technology to
facilitate remote, round-the-clock access exists, maintaining strict adherence to physical court hours creates an artificial barrier. A letter, email, or digital mention should be
sufficient to activate the judicial apparatus in life-and-death scenarios.

* The Graded Approach to Urgent Justice

* Conversely, a key institutional counterargument emphasizes the risk of systemic overload. If court access is fully deregulated, the registry could be overwhelmed by non-urgent
filings masquerading as emergencies. To counter this, a "graded approach" is necessary. This model establishes a strict threshold where genuine life-and-liberty threats are filtered
from routine civil or commercial disputes, ensuring that emergency pathways remain viable and are not compromised by administrative gridlock.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The Colonial Era and Procedural Rigidity

* During the pre-independence era, British courts in India functioned primarily to maintain colonial order and revenue collection. Courts operated under rigid bureaucratic
timeframes. The concept of approaching a judge at midnight to halt an executive action was non-existent, as state authority was generally prioritized over individual liberties.

* Post-Independence Conservatism (1950s—1970s)

* Following independence, the Indian judiciary initially adopted a traditional approach, focusing heavily on literal interpretations of "procedure established by law." While the
writ of Habeas Corpus was available, the operational machinery remained bound to standard court hours. Midnight hearings were rare anomalies, reserved almost exclusively for
high-stakes political crises or impending capital punishments.

* The Post-Emergency Rights Revolution (1970s-1990s)

* The aftermath of the Regular Emergency (1975-1977) triggered a major shift. Recognizing how easily liberties could be compromised, the Supreme Court reinvented its
institutional role. The landmark Maneka Gandhi case (1978) expanded Article 21 by introducing the concept of a "just, fair, and reasonable" procedure. This era also saw the birth
of Public Interest Litigation (PIL), which relaxed strict procedural rules (locus standi) and prioritized access to justice over formal constraints.

* The Digital Turn and Codification Demands

* The COVID-19 pandemic forced the rapid adoption of virtual courts, electronic filing, and digital rosters. This transition proved that physical presence is not a ﬁrerequisite for
judicial deliberation. This technological shift has led to contemporary demands for a codified, predictable SOP to replace the ad-hoc emergency mechanisms of the past.

*  Way Forward
* 1. Establishing a Rotational "Duty Judge" System

* Following models used in several international jurisdictions, India's higher judiciary could introduce a formalized roster of "Duty Judges" for weekends, holidays, and night
hours. Both the Supreme Court and individual High Courts could assign a rotating bench and registry staff to handle emergency matters outside standard hours, ensuring
continuous availability without increasing the daily workload of the entire bench.

* 2. Creating an Automated, Tech-Driven Screening Portal

* To prevent the emergency system from be_in% overwhelmed by non-urgent cases, the e-filing infrastructure requires a specialized, smart screening mechanism. File submissions
during off-hours could use a standardized digital template where petitioners must demonstrate clear, immediate risks—such as impending demolition, deportation, or a threat to
life. Al-assisted filtering tools could then flag high-priority cases for the registrar's immediate review.

* 3. Defining Clear Operational Benchmarks

* The proposed SOP should include strict timeline targets, aiming for an initial review of critical filings within one hour. By setting a clear standard for urgent mentions, the
judiciary can establish a predictable, reliable process for handling emergency appeals.

* 4, Directing Uniform Implementation via Judicial Precedent

* To address the administrative independence of High Courts within India's federal structure, the Supreme Court can issue a binding judicial directive under Article 141. This
gpprogch ensures a consistent, nationwide framework for emergency access across all states while respecting the institutional boundary between the administrative and judicial
ranches.
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Grey hornbills thrive again in Gir as four years
of successtul breeding revive a lost species

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

More than 60 vears after
the Indian Grey Hornhill
disappeared from Gujarat's
Gir lorests, the species has
recorded four consecutive
vears of successful breed-
ing following its reintroduc
tion, according to a scientif-
ic study published in the
international peer-re-
viewed journal Birds.

The Andings come as
Gujarat recently reported
another wildlife conserva
tion milestone, with the se-
cond Great Indian Bustard
chick hatched through the
“jump-start” technigue sur-
viving bevond the critical
40-day period.

The study, Beintroduc-
fion of Indian Grey Horn-
bills in Gir, India: Insights
into Ranging, Habitar Use,
Nesting and  Behaviouwral

Indian Gresy Hamml

Patterns, presents the first
comprehensive assessment
of the reintroduction pro-
gramme undertaken by the
Gujarat Forest Department
and its conservation partn-
ers after the species disap-
peared from Gir.

*Signihicant success”

“Wildlife conservation in
Gujarat has entered a new
phase, particularly in spe

cies recovery and the pro-
vection of rare and endan-
gered wildlife. Grey
Hormbills reintroduced into
the Gir landscape in 2021
have successfully esta-
blishied territories, adapted
to their new habitat, and
produced offspring, mark-
ing a major milestone in
restoring a species that had
disappeared from the re-
gion between the 19505 and
1960s. The research con-
duected following the rein-
troduction of the Grey
Hornbill into the Gir lorests
is a significant swccess for
us,” Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Arjun Modh-
wadlia said.

According to Vinod Rao,
Principal Secretary, Forests
and Environment, “Onpe
pair successiully bred dur-
ing the first vear after re-
lease, while three addition-
al breeding pairs nested in

the second year, demon-
strating that the restored
population is beginning w
establish  itself naturally.
The Grey Hornbill plays a
crucial ecological role as a
long-distance seed disper-
ser, helping regenerate for-
ests by transporting seeds
of fruit-bearing trees across
large areas.”

The project imvolved the
release of 40 Indian Grey
Hornbills in two phases.
Twenty-eight birds were re-
leased between 2021 and
2022, followed by another
12 in 2023,

“Eleven males were fit-
ted with satellite transmit-
ters, allowing scientists to
track their movements,
habitar use, and breeding
behaviour over several
vears,” Mohan Ram, Con-
servator of Forests, Juna-
gadh Circle, and one of the
authors of the study, said.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Species Reintroduction: This refers to the deliberate release of individuals of a species into the wild from
captivity or another area where a healthy population exists, specifically into an area where the species has
become locally extinct or extirpated. The ultimate objective is to establish a self-sustaining, genetically
viable population that can fulfill its original ecological niche and restore natural ecosystem balances.

* Avian Seed Dispersal: The biological process by which birds transport seeds away from the parent plant,
facilitating forest regeneration and maintaining floral genetic diversity. Often referred to as the "farmers of
the forest," species like hornbills consume fruits whole and regurgitate or defecate seeds across expansive
home ranges, driving long-distance seed dispersal necessary for the survival of large canopy trees.

* Jump-Start Technique: An advanced conservation breeding intervention used for critically endangered
species, such as the Great Indian Bustard. It typically involves collecting eggs from vulnerable wild nests,
artificially incubating them in a highly controlled hatchery environment, hand-rearing the chicks through
their most vulnerable initial days (e.g., the critical 40-day survival window), and eventually soft-releasing
them to bolster dwindling wild populations.

* Arboreal Niche Adaptation: The behavioral and physical modifications that enable organisms to live and
thrive exclusively in trees. In the context of species tracking and telemetry, understanding habitat usage
patterns, nesting preferences in mature tree cavities, and foraging behaviors within canopy layers helps
scientists gauge how successfully a reintroduced bird population is adapting to its natural environment.

* Satellite Telemetry in Wildlife Management: The usage of solar-powered or battery-operated satellite
transmitters to capture real-time spatial data on migratory patterns, territory size, and habitat preferences.
This technological intervention removes human observation bias and provides precise ecological insights
over several years.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Ecosystem Restoration via Keystone Reintroduction: A central premise is that ecosystems cannot achieve holistic structural restoration
without the return of their extirpated keystone or functional species. The local extinction of the Indian Grey Hornbill from the Gir forest
ecosystem during the mid-20th century left a vacuum in the long-distance seed dispersal mechanism of large fruit-bearing trees, which can
only be corrected by active reintroduction.

* Success Metrics in Translocation Programs: Short-term survival is an inadequate indicator of conservation success. True success requires a
multi-phased approach, as highlighted by the release of 40 birds in phases between 2021 and 2023. Consecutive years of natural breeding and
territory establishment signify that the reintroduced individuals have successfully adapted to the wild foraging demands and nesting cavities of
their new environment.

* Technological Integration as a Validation Tool: Empirical evidence gathered through satellite tracking of released individuals provides the
necessary validation for conservation strategies. By monitoring ranging and behavioral patterns over consecutive generations, wildlife
managers can scientifically verify if a reintroduced community is functioning as an integrated component of the wider landscape.

* Synergistic Success in Flagship Species Conservation: Active wildlife management works best when multiple parallel interventions occur
simultaneously. The concurrent positive developments in Gujarat's conservation paradigm—such as the breeding of the Indian Grey Hornbill
alongside the fragile survival of the Great Indian Bustard chick via artificial interventions—demonstrate that institutional capacity and scientific
techniques are maturing toward landscape-level bio-restoration.

* Pre-Independence Era and Unregulated Exploitation (Pre-1947): During this phase, large-scale land diversions, targeted hunting, and the
extraction of old-growth timber led to massive habitat fragmentation across India. Large, old canopy trees, which provided crucial nesting
cavities for heavy-bodied birds like hornbills, were routinely cleared, laying the groundwork for severe localized extinctions.

* Post-Independence Localized Extirpation (1950s—1960s): Industrial-scale forestry practices and habitat degradation took a heavy toll. As
seen in the Gir landscape, the Indian Grey Hornbill completely vanished from the region between the 1950s and 1960s due to the systematic
loss of primary deciduous forests and fruiting tree networks, causing a functional breakdown in the local food web.

* The Legislative and Preservation Shift (1970s—1990s): The enactment of the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 marked a paradigm shift from
unregulated exploitation to strict preservation. Centralized focus shifted toward protecting apex predators (e.g., Project Tiger, Project Lion in
Gir), which indirectly preserved habitats but often overlooked smaller, functionally vital avian and herbivore species.

* The Modern Era of Active Rewilding (2000s—Present): Conservation biology evolved from passive protection to active, science-driven
intervention. Moving beyond simple anti-poaching measures, modern initiatives incorporate active rewilding and species-specific
translocations, backed by advanced scientific monitoring. This era is defined by comprehensive reintroduction assessments, phased releases,
and the usage of satellite telemetry to reconstruct historical biodiversity baselines.



* Way Forward

* Institutionalization of Phased Rewilding Frameworks: Future wildlife conservation strategies must transition from isolated
species protection to standardized, landscape-scale rewilding frameworks. State forest departments should identify ecologically
degraded zones and draft long-term, multi-phased reintroduction blueprints backed by robust baseline research and genetic
diversity assessments.

* Expansion of Satellite Telemetry and Spatial Analytics: To ensure transparency and scientific accuracy, wildlife monitoring
must integrate advanced spatial technologies. Scaling up the deployment of satellite transmitters, remote camera traps, and
geographic information systems (GIS) will allow researchers to accurately map home ranges and mitigate human-wildlife conflicts
before they escalate.

¢ Community-Led Custodianship and Incentive Models: True sustainability in conservation can only be achieved by
transforming peripheral village communities into active custodians of wildlife. Introducing community-based eco-tourism
programs, providing specialized training for local youth as wildlife trackers, and offering direct financial incentives for protecting
nesting trees will help align local economic interests with conservation goals.

* Preservation of Old-Growth Canopies and Nesting Habitats: Policy focus must shift toward protecting mature, large-stature
trees within deciduous and thorn forest ecosystems. Implementing strict regulations against cutting down old-growth canopies,
combined with installing strategically placed artificial nest boxes, will ensure that reintroduced bird species have access to high-
quality nesting sites.

e UPSC CSE Prelims Questions

e UPSC CSE Prelims (2016): In which of the following regions of India are you most likely to come across the 'Great Indian
Hornbill' in its natural habitat? (a) Sand deserts of northwest India (b) Higher Himalayas of Jammu and Kashmir (c) Salt marshes
of western Gujarat (d) Western Ghats Correct Answer: (d)

e UPSC CSE Prelims (2019): Consider the following statements:
* Asiatic lion is naturally found in India only.
* Double-humped camel is naturally found in India only.

* One-horned rhinoceros is naturally found in India only. Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3 Correct Answer: (a)
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‘Gold standard’ India-UK. trade
deal is coming into effect today

Commerce Secretary describes pact as one of the 'most ambitious and aspirsional free made agreements” signed by the
country; he adkds that it will benefit Earmers, fisherfolk; officials in UK. welcome deal and highlight its mubti-sectoral impact

TGA.
NEW DL

he Inda- UK. Com-
Tp«-hemﬁ! Ecor
nomic and Trade

Agreement  (CETA) and
Double Contribution Con
vestion (DCC) thar will
come into force o Wed-
nesday are a "pold stan-
ard” and one of the “most

He added that thedn!s
benefit India’s farmers,
fisherfolk, workers and
WOmen  entreprencurs.
The India UK, CETA and
the DOC were signed in July
last year,

*This is one of the first
free trade agrecments
OFTAs) of its kin, which s
tablishes a future-ociented
economk architecture bet
ween two major  econo-
mies of the world” Mr.
Agrawal sald o press
beiefing. “This is also one
of the most ambitious and
aspirational FTAs of Indsa,
which we are operationa-
lisinng s ol dnte ™

“Itis a pold standard
and the first of Its kind be

Terms of trade

The Inda-U % Comprebensnve Tconome and Trade
Agreernent (CETA) and Double Conts tution Comventicn (DCC)
are set 10 Come It force on Wednesday

® Under the CETA Phe LK will
ety olrmnae Uy o

90.8% of its Ll B, Setcusting bor

IT.7% of the Lrade walue

® brcd s we il ivernedhately e maune
105 00 DO.IM of the Vace value,

wth AT% More seeng s
wrrenated n 2 phased marner

® The DCC witl seemipt Indan
e and thew SRV
1rom payng socal sexinty
Corar bastawns i the

UK A S yean i
[ B L
Utrrg #ade in nda

caase of s wide sectorad
coverage and deep reduc-
tion in both tarif and non
L2 barviers,” be added.

Under the deal, the UK
will immediceely ediminae
tarifls on 96.8% of its taritf
Enes, accounting for 97.7%
of the trade value, An add
tional 2% of tariff lines,
amousning to L8N of trade
value, will see reduced ta
ritfs based on quotas. In to-
e, this covers S88% of
P lines andd 99.5% of trade
vadoe.

India, on the other
hand, will imeediately
clminate taritfs on 30.3%
of the rade value, with

riffs on 1208 of the trade
value, In total, this would
cover 89.5% of tariff lines
and 89.4% of trade value,
Offictals in the UK have
also wekomsed the deal,
highlighting a malti-secto-
ral impact, “For the Cry of

Lomsdon, the agrocmen

finance and infrastructure
Ioveszment,” Chris Hay
ward, Policy Chalrman of
the City of London Corpo-
rathon, tokl The Hindw.

“As India continoes s
remarkable CConomic
growth  story, Loedon
stands ready to sup;m
the mobilisation of global
capital and expertise ned-
ed o help delver those
goals,” he added.

Mr. Agrawal said tha
the 30 chapters across
whikch negotiagions have ta-
ken place under this pact

e addd tha the deal
addresses pondarifl bar-
riers as well, so that ssues
like Sanitary and Plytosan-
ltary Measures (SPS) and
Technical Barriers to Trade
(THT) “do not become un-
Justihed trade restrictions
for our busiowsses in the
fusure™.

He further explained
that the deal prosects In-
dia's sensitive secors sach
as dairy, ceveals, pulses,
mﬁks.muandhwﬂ
lery, smartphones, a

critical polynsers,
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA): A advanced, new-generation Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that extends far
beyond traditional cross-border tariff reductions on goods. It encompasses deep institutional integration across services, intellectual
property rights, digital commerce, government procurement, and regulatory alignment.

* Example: Unlike a basic trade deal that only lowers import duties on cars or textiles, a CETA establishes a unified legal
framework ensuring that an Indian software engineer or fintech startup can operate in the British market with minimal
regulatory friction.

* Double Contribution Convention (DCC): Commonly referred to in global governance as a Totalisation Agreement. It is a bilateral legal
treaty designed to eliminate dual social security taxation on expatriate workers who reside temporarily in a partner nation.

* Example: Prior to such frameworks, an Indian IT professional stationed temporarily in London was legally mandated to
contribute to both India's EPF and the U.K.'s National Insurance system, despite being unable to claim British pension benefits
later. A DCC legally eliminates this dual financial drain.

» Tariff Lines and Phased Elimination: A tariff line is a specific product classification code within the standardized Harmonized System
(HS) used for international trade. Phased elimination refers to the gradual, step-by-step reduction of customs duties over a
predetermined timeline rather than removing them overnight.

* Example: To prevent domestic industries from facing sudden supply shocks, a country might reduce the import duty on an
industrial polymer by 2%annually over a decade, rather than dropping it from 20%to 0%instantly.

» Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures & Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT): These represent the two primary pillars of Non-Tariff
Barriers (NTBs). SPS measures focus on protecting human, animal, or plant life from diseases, pests, or toxins. TBTs govern technical
regulations, product standards, labeling, and conformity assessment procedures.

* Example: A country rejecting an export consignment of Alphonso mangoes due to pesticide residue limits is enforcing an SPS
measure; rejecting electronic goods due to specific plug-pin dimensions is a TBT issue.

* Sunk Costs in Labor Migration: In economic terms, a sunk cost is an expenditure that has already been incurred and cannof
recovered. In the context of transnational labor, it refers to mandatory statutory deductions made from a migrant worker's d
social security systems from which they will derive zero future utility or financial return due to visa duration limits.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The contemporary discourse on bilateral trade redefines the geopolitical architecture between an emerging market powerhouse and an advanced, post-Brexit
service economy.

* The Core Thesis

* The central argument posits that a truly modern trade architecture must balance aggressive market liberalisation with calculated domestic protection. By
combining a highly ambitious tariff elimination schedule with a robust social security framework, nations can unlock structural capital flows while explicitly shielding
vulnerable primary sectors like agriculture and indigenous manufacturing.

* Asymmetric and Calibrated Tariff Architecture
* The operationalization of modern agreements relies on an asymmetric model of reciprocity, accounting for differing levels of economic development:

* The British Commitment: The United Kingdom offers immediate, sweeping market access, eliminating tariffs across approximately 96.8%of its tariff lines, which
accounts for an overwhelming 97.7%of its total trade value. This offers an unprecedented boost to Indian labor-intensive exports.

* The Indian Response: India adopts a highly calibrated, defensive posture, providing immediate tariff elimination on only 30.3%of its trade value. An additional
47%of tariff lines are slated for staggered, phased elimination, ensuring that domestic production ecosystems have a transition buffer.

* The Quantitative Spectrum: The comprehensive nature of this framework is reflected in the structural data visualized within the bilateral trade breakdown of
image_d169cd.jpg, illustrating how the final trade coverage scales up to cover 98.8%of British tariff lines and 89.5%of Indian tariff lines through a mix of immediate
cuts, phased reductions, and strategic quotas.

* Rectifying Structural Labor Inequities

* Asubstantive pillar of this trade paradigm is the decoupling of professional services from unfair regulatory overheads. For decades, Indian professionals working
abroad faced an implicit tax—contributing nearly 25%of their earnings into foreign national insurance systems without any realistic path to drawing benefits. The
introduction of a dedicated Double Contribution Convention corrects this structural drain, offering a five-year exemption window that directly safeguards the financial
interests of over 75,000 Indian professionals and hundreds of corporate employers.

* Counter-Arguments and Implementation Friction
* Despite the optimistic projections, critical economic thinkers highlight substantial structural challenges:

* The Non-Tariff Trap: Even if nominal tariffs drop to zero, sophisticated Western economies frequently deploy stringent SPS and TBT regulations to lock out
developing country goods under the guise of quality control.

* The Threat of Over-Regulation in Soft Sectors: Introducing binding commitments in non-traditional areas like gender, labor standards, and environmental
footprints can inadvertently create avenues for backdoor protectionism, complicating domestic policymaking.



*  Way Forward

* Aggressive Upgradation of Domestic Quality Ecosystems: To prevent British
non-tariff barriers (SPS and TBT measures) from stalling Indian exports, the
Ministry of Commerce must partner with industry bodies to upgrade domestic
testing laboratories, agricultural supply chains, and manufacturing standards,
aligning them with stringent international benchmarks.

* Operationalizing Regulatory Sandboxes for Digital Trade: Given that the
framework includes next-generation chapters on digital commerce, India
should establish specialized, bilateral regulatory sandboxes. These will allow
fintech innovators and data-driven startups to scale their operations securely,
while protecting national interests regarding data sovereignty and citizen
privacy.

* Targeted Channelization of Green and Infrastructure Finance: India needs
to establish a dedicated investment pipeline connecting the City of London’s
institutional investors directly with the National Investment and Infrastructure
Fund (NIIF). This will help draw low-cost, long-term global capital into India's
green hydrogen initiatives, EV ecosystems, and high-speed rail corridors.

* Instituting a Rolling, Data-Driven Review Mechanism: The Directorate
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) should set up a continuous monitoring system
to assess the impact of phased tariff reductions. If specific domestic
manufacturing sectors face unforeseen distress due to a surge in imports, the
government must be ready to deploy legitimate WTO-compliant trade
remedies, such as anti-dumping duties or temporary safeguard measures.
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* Key Terms and Explanations
* Forced Labour (ILO Convention No. 29)

* Conceptual Definition: As established by the International Labour Organization (ILO) under Convention No. 29, forced or compulsory labour refers to any work or
service extracted from an individual under the threat of penalty, where the person has not offered themselves voluntarily. It represents a severe violation of basic
human rights and a restriction of human agency.

* Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) & Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs)

* Conceptual Definition: The Foreign Trade Policy is a regulatory framework governing a nation's exports and imports. Increasingly, nations utilize Non-Tariff
Barriers—administrative, qualitative, or ethical stipulations rather than direct taxes—to regulate trade.

* Director General of Foreign Trade (DGFT)

* Conceptual Definition: The DGFT is an attached office of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. It is tasked with formulating and implementing the Foreign Trade
Policy, issuing licenses, and monitoring compliance with import-export regulations.

* Countervailing Tariffs & Comparative Advantage

* Conceptual Definition: Countervailing actions or retaliatory tariffs are trade penalties levied by an importing country to offset unfair competitive advantages
gained by trading partners due to subsidies or lower ethical/environmental standards. Comparative advantage is the ability of an economy to produce goods at a
lower opportunity cost than its competitors.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Structural Shift in Trade Calculus

* The Intersection of Trade and Human Rights: Historically, trade policies were strictly economic instruments focused on tariffs, quotas, and market access. There is
an unmistakable paradigm shift where international trade is being re-engineered to absorb global ethical standards, transforming labor rights from a purely domestic
socio-legal issue into a core trade determinant.

* Moving Beyond Domestic Criminal Law: For decades, addressing exploitative labor practices relied exclusively on domestic criminal codes and local labor
inspectorates. The integration of restrictive measures directly into the Foreign Trade Policy signifies that local enforcement is no longer viewed in isolation; it must
now align with international trade compliance framework to prevent global economic isolation.

» Strategic Reciprocity and Market Preservation

* Proactive Compliance as a Shield: The decision to systematically bar products tied to exploitative labor is fundamentally a defensive economic maneuver. Facing
potential punitive tariffs from major Western trading partners, proactive domestic alighment serves as a strategic shield to safeguard broader market access and clear
the path for critical bilateral trade pacts.

* The Doctrine of Comparative Advantage: Economic diplomacy requires that any concession made on international standards must translate into tangible market
gains. Policymakers are maintaining a firm stance that regulatory alignment will only be formalized when it guarantees that domestic exporters retain a distinct,
competitive edge over global rivals in premium markets.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Pre-Independence and Colonial Exploitation (Pre-1947)

* Systemic Institutionalization: The colonial economy thrived on highly exploitative labor frameworks, including indentured labor systems and forced cultivation
patterns (such as the Indigo system). Regulatory frameworks during this era were designed to maximize resource extraction rather than protect human capital,
creating deep-seated structural vulnerabilities in the rural economy.

* Post-Independence Constitutional Foundation (1950s—1970s)

* Rights-Based Assertions: The founding fathers recognized the systemic nature of labor exploitation, leading to the explicit inclusion of Article 23 in the Indian
Constitution, which strictly prohibits trafficking and forced labor. This foundational constitutional guarantee was later reinforced by the landmark enactment of the
Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act in 1976, aiming to dismantle agrarian debt-bondage.

* The WTO Era and Resisting the "Social Clause" (1990s-2010s)

* The Global Trade Divide: With the creation of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995, developed nations consistently attempted to introduce a "Social
Clause" linking trade access to labor standards. India, alongside other developing economies, vehemently resisted these moves for decades, arguing that such clauses
were thinly veiled protectionist tools designed to neutralize the labor cost advantages of developing nations.

* The Modern Era of Supply Chain Due Diligence (Present Day)

* The Transnational Enforcement Regime: The contemporary landscape, shows a shift from multilateral WTO debates to unilateral and bilateral regulatory
pressures. Global supply chain due diligence laws, Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) mandates, and targeted import bans by major economies have forced
a transition from diplomatic resistance to active domestic policy integration via the Foreign Trade Policy.

* Way Forward
* Establishing Robust Digital Traceability

* Blockchain-Enabled Supply Chains: To effectively implement import restrictions on forced labor, the Ministry of Commerce, in coordination with the DGFT, should
deploy blockchain-based supply chain mapping. This technology provides an unalterable ledger tracking raw materials from their source to the finished product,
making it difficult for suppliers to obscure exploitative practices.

* Institutional Capacity Building for the DGFT

* Specialized Investigative Cells: The DGFT's mandate must be expanded beyond purely administrative and fiscal monitoring. Establishing specialized labor
compliance cells, trained in collaboration with the ILO and Ministry of Labour, will give the directorate the technical expertise needed to conduct cross-border supply
chain audits.
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Can’t English be considered an
Indian language, asks top court
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Three-Language Formula: This is an educational policy framework designed to promote multilingualism and national integration. Originally conceptualized in 1968 and re-
emphasized in recent national education policies, it mandates that students study three languages. In Hindi-speaking states, this typically includes Hindi, English, and a modern
Indian language (preferably from the South). In non-Hindi-speaking states, it encompasses the regional language, English, and Hindi.

* Eighth Schedule of the Constitution: A constitutional list containing 22 officially recognized Indian languages (such as Hindi, Tamil, Sanskrit, and Punjabi). While it confers
administrative and promotional status on these languages, English is notably absent from this schedule despite its widespread use.

* Subsidiary Official Language: Under the Official Languages Act of 1963, English is designated as the authoritative associate language for official purposes of the Union. This
status ensures that English remains the functional medium for the higher judiciary, inter-state communication, and central administration alongside Hindi.

* Indigenous vs. Non-Native Dichotomy: A contested socio-legal classification. Administrative circulars often differentiate between "Bharatiya Bhashas" (indigenous tongues)
and "non-native" languages (traditionally lumping English with foreign languages like German, French, or Arabic). The legal challenge questions whether a language spoken in
India for over three centuries can be structurally isolated as entirely foreign.

* Sahodaya School Clusters: A collaborative institutional concept introduced by educational boards where a neighborhood network of schools shares resources, pedagogical
best practices, and teaching staff to optimize educational delivery and mitigate infrastructural deficits.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core debate centers on the tension between revitalizing indigenous languages and the pragmatic, logistical realities of India's schooling system.
* The Judicial Contention on Linguistic Identity

* A primary argument questions the administrative classification of English as a purely "non-native" tongue. The apex judiciary notes that English has been woven into the
country's social and administrative fabric for over 300 years. It serves as the primary language of official communication in at least five Indian states. Labeling it "non-native" lacks
explicit constitutional or statutory backing, as the Constitution refers primarily to "mother tongues," "regional languages," or "official languages."

* The Logistical and Human Resource Crunch

* Implementing an expanded language curriculum creates immediate operational friction. Forcing schools to offer a vast array of Scheduled languages demands an
unprecedented expansion of teaching personnel—potentially requiring dozens of additional specialized teachers per school. When policies are advanced abruptly—such as
shifting implementation targets from 2030 to the 2026—27 academic cycle—schools face severe deficits. At the onset of these mandates, complete learning materials and trained
educators are often available for only a fraction of the mandated languages.

¢ The Institutional Defense and Transitional Fixes

* Educational authorities argue that the underlying intent of these policies is deeply aligned with the constitutional directive to promote indigenous languages. To counter
immediate shortages, institutions rely on flexible staffing arrangements. These include hiring retired teachers, leveraging qualified postgraduates, utilizing virtual or hybrid
teaching modules, and sharing educators across Sahodaya school clusters. Data indicates that nearly half of the affiliated schools already offer multiple regional languages without
needing extra staff, and almost all possess at least one regional language teacher, suggesting that the baseline infrastructure is partially receptive to the transition.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Colonial Footprint (1835): Lord Macaulay’s Minute on Indian Education deliberately institutionalized English to create a class of anglicized citizens. This
historical inflection point embedded English into the administrative, legal, and educational structures of subcontinent governance.

* The Constituent Assembly Dilemma (1947-1949): The "Language Question" was among the most fiercely debated topics. The resulting Munshi-Ayyangar Formula
designated Hindi in the Devanagari script as the official language of the Union but permitted the continued use of English for an initial period of 15 years to prevent
administrative disruption.

* The 1963 Flashpoint: As the 15-year deadline neared, widespread anti-Hindi agitations, particularly in Southern India, threatened national cohesion. In response,
the Official Languages Act of 1963 was enacted, ensuring that English would continue to be used indefinitely as an associate official language.

* The Formulation of the Three-Language Strategy (1968): Based on the recommendations of the Kothari Commission (1964—-66), the Three-Language Formula was
introduced in the first National Policy on Education. It sought to bridge the linguistic divide between the North and South while maintaining a global connection via
English.

* The Modern Push for Decolonization (2020—-Present): Recent educational reforms have renewed focus on Indian languages ("Bharatiya Bhashas"). This shift has
prompted administrative bodies to fast-track curriculum overhauls, bringing long-standing debates over linguistic identity back to the forefront of judicial and public
discourse.

* Way Forward
* Calibrating the Implementation Timeline

* Rather than rushing strict linguistic mandates, educational boards should adopt a phased, flexible timeline. Reverting closer to the original long-term targets allows
schools, teachers, and students the necessary runway to adapt organically without compromising academic performance or inducing learning stress.

* Adopting Inclusive and Standardized Legal Terminology

* Administrative circulars should avoid polarized or legally ambiguous terms like "native" and "non-native." Utilizing precise, legally grounded terminology such as
"Languages under the Eighth Schedule" or "Constitutional Languages" respects the unique, historical position of English as an institutional link language in India.

* Leveraging Technology and Shared Institutional Networks

* To address the immediate shortage of language teachers, schools can expand the use of hub-and-spoke models like Sahodaya clusters. Combining this with high-
quality digital learning platforms and hybrid classrooms allows a single qualified language educator to reach students across multiple campuses, maximizing scarce
human resources.

* Ensuring Comprehensive Curricular Readiness

* No language should be made mandatory for examination until high-quality textbooks, standardized learning materials, and vetted evaluation metrics are fully
prepared and distributed. The state must focus on building capacity through specialized teacher-training programs before enforcing strict compliance measures in
schools.
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Draft health research policy proposes
overhaul of India’s research ecosystem

Bindu 5 n I'era
HNEW DELHI

The Centre has released
the draft Mational Health
Research Policy, 2026, that
seeks to align the country’s
scientific research more
closely with its disease bur-
den and public health
pricrities, proposing a
wide-ranging restructuring
of India's health research
ecosystem with a sharper
focus on indigenous inno-
vation,  evidence-based
policymaking, and meas-
urable outcomes.

Prepared by the Depart-
ment of Health Research,
the draft is the first attempt
at a unified national frame-
work spanning biomedical
science, clinical medicine,
public health, epidemiolo-
gy, digital health, health
systems, behavioural
sciences, and emerging
technologies,

The Ministry has invited
stakeholder feedback be-

Amaong the key proposals s a
systern Jor identifying paiarity
reseanch areas.

fore the policy is Analised.
It aims to address long-
standing problems, includ-
ing fragmented research
efforts, wide regional dis-
parities in research capaci-
ty, and the slow translation
of scientific iindings into
actual healthcare delivery
and policy.

While India has bualt
considerable scientific cap-
ability through institutions
such as the Indian Council
of  Medical Research

{ICME), universities, medi-
cal colleges and other re-
search bodies, the policy
peoinats cuk that this capabil-
ity remains concentrated
im a handful of institutions
and States.

Research  priorities, it
nates, do not always rack
the country's real disease
burden, health-system
gaps, equity concerns or
its preparedness for future
public health emergencies.
Administrative and regula-
tory delays, it adds, conti-
nuse 1o show down research
even when funding is not
the constraint.

Among the key propo-
sals is a system for periodi
cally identifyving priority
research areas, based on
disease burden, scientific
Opporfunity, eguity, pan
demic preparedness and
strategic national interest
- an agenda to be drawn
up in consiultation with
States, Unlon Territories,
researchers, health profes-

sionals, patients and com-
munity representatives.

Three-tier structure
The draft also lays out a
three-tier EOVETNANCE
structure: a  Naticnal
Health Research Steward-
ship Committee for overall
strategic coordination, the
Department of Health Re-
search as the nodal imple-
menting agency, and the
ICMR as the scientific and
technical lead. States, in
rn, will be expected o
weave research more tighe-
by into local health pro-
grammes and service
delivery,

Ethics, research integri-
iy, data governance, cyber-
security and community
participation have been
placed at the core of this
framework. Long-term na-
tional targets have also
been proposed for  re-
search imvestment, miedi-
cal science Ph.D., publica-
tions, and patents,




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Disease Burden: This is a critical epidemiological metric used to quantify the overall impact of health problems within a specific population, accounting for both financial costs
and mortality/morbidity indicators. It is frequently measured using Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALY's), which combine the years of life lost due to premature mortality and
years lived with a disability. For instance, while a central research laboratory might focus heavily on rare genetic anomalies, the actual country-wide disease burden might be
heavily skewed toward non-communicable lifestyle diseases or neglected tropical infections, necessitating a realignment of research funding.

* Evidence-Based Policymaking: This process ensures that public health decisions, regulatory approvals, and fiscal allocations are grounded in rigorously verified empirical data
rather than political expediency or intuition. A practical example is altering a state-wide nutritional program only after peer-reviewed clinical data demonstrates a specific
micronutrient deficiency in that geographic terrain.

* Three-Tier Governance Structure: A unified administrative architecture designed to eliminate operational overlaps. It segments governance into strategic coordination (led by
a Stewardship Committee), implementation oversight (managed by a central nodal department), and technical/scientific execution (driven by premier statutory research bodies).

* Translational Research: The iterative process of turning fundamental laboratory discoveries and clinical trial findings into tangible, real-world medical interventions—such as
diagnostics, therapeutics, or behavioral guidelines—that actively improve community health. It bridges the gap between the laboratory bench and the patient's bedside.

* Data Governance and Cybersecurity in Health: A specialized regulatory framework that dictates how clinical data, genomic sequences, and patient electronic records are
collected, stored, anonymized, and protected. It ensures that while data remains accessible for public health research, it is safeguarded against cyber threats and unauthorized
commercial exploitation.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The structural overhaul of the healthcare research architecture centers on a foundational premise: a nation's scientific research must mirror its socio-epidemiological realities.
The core thesis argues that despite substantial scientific advancements, the current ecosystem remains structurally fragmented, hyper-centralized, and disconnected from the
everyday medical needs of the populace.

* The Paradox of Institutional Concentration: There is a distinct regional and institutional asymmetry in research capabilities. While elite central bodies like the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and select metropolitan universities showcase state-of-the-art infrastructure, the vast majority of provincial medical colleges and state universities
remain research deserts, creating a severe knowledge imbalance.

* Misalignment with Epidemiological Realities: Active medical investigations often occur in academic silos, detached from localized disease burdens, systemic health gaps, and
equity concerns. Research investments frequently favor high-tech medical innovations over critical, ground-level public health challenges and pandemic preparedness.

* Administrative and Regulatory Bottlenecks: Bureaucratic friction and protracted approval pathways often delay critical scientific inquiries. These procedural delays slow down
clinical translation even when fiscal capital and research funding are not the primary constraints.

* The Architecture of a Unified Framework: To rectify these vulnerabilities, the proposed 2026 policy framework advocates for a streamlined, three-tier governance model.
Under this layout, a National Health Research Stewardship Committee handles overarching strategic coordination, the Department of Health Research (DHR) acts as the nodal
implementation vehicle, and the ICMR provides scientific leadership. This setup seeks to firmly weave research metrics into local state-level healthcare programs.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The trajectory of public health research in India highlights a gradual transition from colonial-era disease containment to a modern focus on technological
sovereignty and comprehensive, evidence-based healthcare.

* The Pre-Independence Inception (1911-1947): The roots of institutional research trace back to the establishment of the Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) in
1911. Its primary mandate was limited to addressing tropical outbreaks and conserving the health of the colonial workforce and military apparatus, leaving systemic
public health research largely neglected.

* Post-Independence Consolidation (1949-1980s): Following independence, the IRFA was re-designated as the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) in 1949
with an expanded mandate. The subsequent establishment of elite institutions like the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS) in 1956 sought to merge high-
quality tertiary clinical care with native medical research, though these resources remained highly concentrated.

* The Era of Bureaucratic Specialization (2007): Recognizing that medical research required dedicated administrative focus, the government established the
Department of Health Research (DHR) under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in 2007. This move separated clinical service delivery from the broader
mandate of building scientific capacity and supervising ethical clinical protocols.

* The Post-Pandemic Realignhment (2020-2026): The vulnerabilities exposed during recent global health emergencies highlighted deep gaps in local trial ecosystems,
genomic surveillance networks, and state-level research capabilities. This reality directly catalyzed the formulation of the Draft National Health Research Policy, 2026,
shifting focus away from siloed laboratory work toward an integrated, decentralized, and security-conscious national framework.

* Way Forward

* Establishing Regional Competence Hubs: To address institutional concentration, the government should systematically fund and upgrade research infrastructure in
Tier-2 and Tier-3 provincial medical colleges. Creating regional research hubs allows institutions to document, analyze, and address localized disease variations
effectively.

* Implementing a Single-Window Regulatory Dashboard: Administrative and regulatory delays can be minimized by deploying a unified, time-bound digital
clearinghouse. Co-managed by the Department of Health Research and regulatory bodies like the CDSCO, this system would accelerate approvals for ethical clinical
trials without compromising safety protocols.

* Fostering Public-Private Translational Partnerships: The state should incentivize private biomedical and pharmaceutical firms to collaborate with public academic
institutions through tax exemptions, joint research grants, and shared intellectual property frameworks. This approach can help turn institutional lab discoveries into
affordable, mass-market medical diagnostics and therapies.

* Creating Interdisciplinary Research Pathways: Achieving long-term national targets requires training a new generation of medical researchers. Introducing
specialized medical science programs that combine clinical training with data analytics, artificial intelligence, epidemiology, and health economics will help build a
future-ready scientific workforce.
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Acid ingestion included in
amended Act: Centre to SC

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

Thee Unibon government in
formed the Supreme Court
of Tuesday of amending
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act (RPwD} of
2006 o extend the defini-
tion of “acid attack victim”
o mean persons who have
internal injuries caused by
the ingestion of acid or any

other similar corrosive
sulstances,
Appearing  belore  a

three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su
rya Kant, Soliciior-General
Tushar Mehta, for the
Centre, said a notification
wis issued on May 22 by
which the Act's schedule
was amended to define an
“acid amack vicdm™ as
anyone “dishgured coxter
nally or internally due w
violent assault, selfinflic
tion, accident by throwing,
administering, or spilling

Earlier, the law only
recognised victims
of acid-throwing. and
not forcible acid
ingestion

of ackd or similar corrosive
substance”,

The amendment would
have a retrospective efect,
which would allow victims
with inbernal injunies that
occurred prior to May 22,
2026 o also claim benefits
under the 2016 Act.

The 2006 law had pre
viously recognized only
victims of acid-throwing,
and not forcible acid inges-
tiom. The Act had re-
mained unchanmged alth-
ough the Bharativa Nyayva
Sanhita (BN5), which re
pleced the Indian Penal
Code, accepted both the
act of acid-throwing and
administration of acid as
affences punishable from

I yvears' imprisonment (o
a lfe sentence under Sec
tion 124 (voluntarily caus-
ing grievous hurt).

In May, the op court
hiad fhesed its plenary pow
ars o include survivors of
forcible administration of
acid in the category of “acid
attack wvictims" under the
2006 Aci. The court ook
the extraordinary step in
May 1o judicially intervene
under Article 42 ol the
Consttution after senios
advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for the petition-
s, stcoessfully urged the
EBench that “those who suf-
fered the extreme agomy of
having to forcibly ingest
acid" miest mot be left out.

In previous hearings,
the court had even gome to
the extent of indicating 1o
the Centre to change the
penal and bail laws to pun-
izh the perpetrators of this
“most ruthless, most hei
s of crimes.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016: This landmark legislation replaced the older 1995 Act, expanding the recognized categories of disabilities
from 7 to 21. It moved India’s legislative framework from a medical model of disability to a rights-based model, guaranteeing reservations in higher education and
government jobs, alongside dedicated healthcare and rehabilitation.

* Internal Acid Ingestion vs. External Acid Throwing: Traditionally, legal definitions focused heavily on external disfigurement (visible scarring of skin or loss of sight).
Internal ingestion involves the forced or accidental consumption of corrosive substances, leading to catastrophic, often invisible destruction of the esophagus, internal
organs, and respiratory tract.

* Article 142 of the Indian Constitution: This constitutional provision equips the Supreme Court with unique, plenary powers to pass any decree or order necessary
for doing "complete justice" in any cause or matter pending before it. It acts as an equitable safety valve when statutory laws fall short or feature legislative gaps.

* Section 124 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS): Replacing the older provisions of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), this section penalizes voluntarily causing grievous
hurt by use of acid or similar corrosive substances. Crucially, it recognizes both the act of throwing and the act of administering (ingestion), prescribing punishments
ranging from 10 years to life imprisonment.

* Retrospective Effect: This legal principle allows an amendment or law to apply to actions, events, or crimes that occurred before the law was formally modified. In
welfare legislation, it acts as a remedial tool to extend benefits to past survivors who were previously excluded due to narrow legal definitions.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The central core of this legal discourse revolves around correcting a long-standing asymmetric gap between criminal prosecution and social rehabilitation. While
the penal framework has historically evolved to punish perpetrators of both external and internal acid violence, welfare and disability benefits remained rigidly
restricted to visible, external trauma.

* The Asymmetry of Harm Recognition: For years, a survivor who suffered extreme internal organ failure due to forced acid ingestion could see their attacker jailed
under criminal law, yet remain entirely ineligible for state-sponsored disability support, medical concessions, or employment quotas. The core argument here is that
trauma must not be rationed based on visual visibility.

* Judicial Intervention as a Catalyst: The systemic vacuum was bridged by the highest judiciary, which recognized that waiting for slow legislative overhauls extends
the agony of survivors. By using its extraordinary powers to mandate a broader reading of the law, the judiciary pushed the executive to formalize an all-encompassing
definition.

* The Remedial Scope of Retrospectivity: Unlike criminal law, where the Constitution strictly prohibits retrospective punishment (ex-post facto laws), welfare laws
face no such barrier. The administrative decision to give this change a retrospective effect ensures that individuals who survived internal acid trauma prior to May
2026 are not left out of the national safety net.

* Harmonization of Legal Definitions: A fragmented legal system creates administrative chaos. The substantive shift achieved here harmonizes the protective
definitions of the RPwD Act with the punitive definitions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, ensuring the state speaks with one cohesive, protective voice.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Pre-2013 Blindspot: Before structural changes were introduced, acid attacks were handled under standard provisions of "grievous hurt"
within the Indian Penal Code. The law failed to acknowledge the gendered, weaponized nature of acid, and internal ingestion was frequently
miscategorized as standard poisoning.

* The 2013 Criminal Law Watershed: Triggered by civil society movements and the landmark Laxmi v. Union of India case, the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act of 2013 introduced dedicated penal provisions. This criminalized acid throwing and attempts to throw, though the primary
visualization of the crime remained external.

* The 2016 Socio-Economic Inclusion: Realizing that penalizing the attacker does not automatically rebuild the survivor’s life, the state included
acid attack survivors in the RPwD Act of 2016. This transformed survivors from mere witnesses in a criminal trial into rights-bearing citizens entitled
to state care.

* The Modern Synthesis: The recent administrative change marks the ultimate convergence of penal reality and welfare policy, ensuring that
internal trauma receives the exact same socioeconomic dignity as external disfigurement.

*  Way Forward

* Enforcing Strict Retail Control: Expanding welfare definitions addresses the consequences, but preventing the crime requires stopping the
source. State governments must enforce rigorous tracking, mandatory licensing, and verified logbooks for the over-the-counter sale of all corrosive
chemicals and industrial acids.

* Standardizing Medical Evaluation Protocols: Because internal chemical injuries are complex and hidden, specialized medical boards must
establish clear, non-bureaucratic diagnostics to evaluate internal damage quickly. This ensures survivors can secure their disability certificates
without facing administrative harassment.

* Implementing Single-Window Rehabilitation: Survivors should not have to navigate multiple government departments for medical care, financial
ex-gratia, and educational quotas. A streamlined, single-window clearance model handled by district collectors can ensure immediate access to all
entitlements under the RPwD Act.

* Sustained Sensitivity & Skilling Campaigns: Public and private entities need structured sensitization programs regarding the expanded definition
of disability. Furthermore, the state must design targeted, flexible skill-development programs tailored to the specific physical capabilities of internal
trauma survivors, securing their long-term financial independence.
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What is meant by ‘trial in absentia’?
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Wi happens i the accused Eter appears befoee the court? Why was il in aheentla ingrodoosd?
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proscribed tervoe ostfit Lakloe o Tuba
(LeT), 1 conmection with the
Iovestiganon into the Pabaligam terroe
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Trial in Absentia: This refers to a formal criminal trial conducted by a court of law entirely in the physical absence of the accused
person. Traditionally, criminal jurisprudence mandates that the accused must hear the evidence against them to defend themselves.
Under specific exceptional laws, if an individual willfully evades the law, the state can proceed with the trial to its logical conclusion—
including conviction and sentencing—without their presence.

* Proclaimed Offender: Under criminal law, specifically aligning with Section 84(4) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), a
court designates a person as a proclaimed offender if a warrant has been issued against them, and the court has reason to believe that

the individual has absconded or is concealing themselves to evade arrest. For a trial in absentia to apply, this designation is restricted to
individuals accused of severe offenses punishable by death, life imprisonment, or rigorous imprisonment extending to 10 years or more.

* Waiver of Right to Presence: This is a legal doctrine where a court presumes that an individual has voluntarily surrendered a
protected procedural right. In this context, when an accused deliberately absconds despite knowing that legal actions are pending
against them, the law treats this flight as a constructive waiver of their right to be physically present during the trial.

* Section 356 of the BNSS vs. Section 299 of the CrPC: Under the old Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973, Section 299 merely
allowed a magistrate or judge to record the statements of prosecution witnesses in the absence of an absconding accused so that the
evidence would not perish over time. However, it did not permit the court to conduct a full-fledged trial, evaluate the evidence, and
pronounce a judgment of conviction or acquittal. Section 356 of the BNSS radically changes this by enabling the court to run the trial to
completion and issue a final verdict.

* Non-Bailable Warrant (NBW): This is a stringent judicial order issued by a court directing law enforcement agencies to arrest an
accused person and bring them before the court without the option of releasing them on bail at the police station level. It serves as the
primary coercive step before declaring an individual a fugitive or a proclaimed offender.

N



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The structural pivot from freezing a trial to completing it in the absence of a fugitive rests on balancing state sovereignty and victim justice against the
constitutional right to a fair trial.

* The Core Thesis

* The central argument for enabling full-fledged trials in absentia is that the Indian criminal justice delivery system cannot be held hostage by perpetrators who
utilize geographical borders, political safe havens, or deep-seated evasion tactics to stall the rule of law. By completing the trial process, the state secures judicial
finality, preserves volatile evidence, provides closure to victims of heinous crimes, and creates formal legal records necessary for international diplomatic and
extradition measures.

* Key Justifications and Functional Benefits

* Prevention of Systemic Stagnation: In long-standing criminal cases, especially those involving cross-border terrorism or organized syndicates, trials have
historically remained stuck at the stage of framing charges for decades. This law allows the state to bypass this artificial gridlock.

* Preservation of Evidence Integrity: Witnesses often turn hostile, lose memory, or pass away during prolonged delays. Recording testimonies under a formal trial
structure ensures that evidence is judicially locked and evaluated while fresh.

* International Legal Leverage: A formal conviction by a sovereign court carries far greater weight in international law, interpol channels, and bilateral extradition
negotiations than a mere pending investigation or an open arrest warrant.

* Counterarguments and Procedural Risks

* Dilution of Audi Alteram Partem: The bedrock of natural justice dictates that "no man shall be condemned unheard." Critics argue that a trial without the physical
presence of the accused risks turning into a unilateral presentation by the prosecution, potentially leading to a miscarriage of justice.

* Burden on State-Appointed Defense: While the law mandates providing a defense counsel at state expense, an attorney operating without direct inputs,
instructions, or clarifications from their client faces an uphill battle in effectively cross-examining witnesses and building a robust defense.

* Statutory Safeguards Implemented
* To offset these severe risks, specific procedural filters have been integrated into the legal framework before a trial can commence:

* The Dual-Warrant Buffer: The court must issue two consecutive warrants of arrest with an interval of at least 30 days between them to ensure exhaustive efforts
were made to apprehend the individual.

* Multi-Platform Public Notification: A notice must be published in prominent local or national newspapers giving the individual a clear 30-day window to appear,
coupled with physical notices affixed to their last known residence and formal notification sent to known relatives or friends.

* The 90-Day Post-Charge Window: The trial cannot actively commence until a minimum of 90 days have fully elapsed from the date when the formal charges were
framed by the court.

* Post-Apprehension Remedial Rights: If the accused is captured or surfaces later, the law permits the court to allow the cross-examination of prosecution witnesses
in the interest of justice, ensuring that the verdict can be revisited under fair trial standards.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue
e Colonial Era and the CrPC of 1898

* During the British Raj, the formulation of criminal procedure strictly tied judicial progress to the physical body of the accused. This was designed partly to prevent colonial
authorities from conducting secret, arbitrary trials of political dissidents without their knowledge. The presence of the accused was treated as an absolute requirement, and if an
individual fled, the entire judicial machinery ground to a halt, leaving the case files open indefinitely.

* The Post-Independence Era and the CrPC of 1973

*  When India updated its criminal procedure code in 1973, it recognized that absolute rigidity could cause evidence to rot. Under Section 299 of the 1973 Code, lawmakers
introduced a compromise: if an accused absconded and there was no immediate prospect of arresting them, the court could record the depositions of witnesses in their absence.
This ensured that if a witness died or became untraceable before the accused was caught, their recorded statement could be admitted as evidence. However, the law stopped
short of allowing a verdict; the trial itself remained frozen at the pre-judgment stage.

* The Rise of Transnational Crime and Mass Terror (1990s-2020s)

* With the advent of cross-border terrorism, organized global syndicates, and large-scale financial fraud, masterminds began exploiting this legal limitation. Fugitives operating
from hostile foreign territories or safe havens knew that by simply avoiding physical stepping foot on Indian soil, they could prevent Indian courts from ever handing down a
formal conviction. This created structural impunity, leaving victims of major attacks without legal closure and limiting India's diplomatic capacity to present conclusive judicial
verdicts to international bodies like the United Nations Security Council or the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

* The Modern Paradigm Shift: BNSS, 2023

* The enactment of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita marks a fundamental break from colonial procedural constraints. Moving away from the passive stance of the 1973
Code, Section 356 establishes that state justice cannot be indefinitely delayed by voluntary flight. It shifts the focus toward procedural finality, enabling a complete transition from
the mere preservation of evidence to the active pronouncement of judgments in absentia, provided a strict chain of notifications and safeguards is preserved.

* Way Forward

* Establishing Strict Judicial Thresholds: The high courts should issue clear practice notes ensuring that Section 356 of the BNSS is reserved for exceptional cases involving
serious security threats, organized crime, or significant financial fraud. It should not be used routinely for standard criminal trials where apprehension remains possible through
traditional law enforcement methods.

* Strengthening the Legal Aid Framework (NALSA): Since defense counsels in these trials operate without direct instructions from the accused, the National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) must assign experienced legal minds to these cases. These state-appointed lawyers should have access to independent investigative resources to properly
review the prosecution's evidence, preventing the trial from becoming unbalanced.

* Upgrading Digital Infrastructure: The mandatory audiovisual recording of witness testimonies must be supported by secure, tamper-proof digital infrastructure. Courts should
implement certified cloud repositories and advanced encryption protocols to safeguard these recordings, ensuring they remain reliable for future appellate reviews if the accused
returns.

* Aligning Domestic Verdicts with Diplomatic Action: The Ministry of External Affairs should collaborate with the Ministry of Home Affairs to create a streamlined process that
translates domestic convictions in absentia into immediate international legal actions. This includes fast-tracking requests for Interpol Blue and Red Notices, utilizing mutual legal
assistance treaties (MLATs), and presenting detailed case files to international counter-terrorism bodies.
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How the Gaganyaan crew
module is built to survive

What happens to the crew and service modules during descent?

Unnikrishnan Nair 5.

The stoary so far:
aganyaan is India's maiden
crewed space mission,
designed o carry Indian
astronauts to space and safely
return them back to earth. Here, the
racket — Human-rated Launch Vehicle
Mark (HLVM} 3 — will inject the orbital
madule {OM) into the desired orbit, The
Gaganyaan astronauts will be onboard te
OM.

What does the OM contain?

The OM consists of ren sections, the crew
module and e service module,
connected by a joint. The crew module
serves as the crew habitat while the
service module provides on-orbit support
tor the OR.

After the orbital phase, the propulsion
systermn in the service module will fire its
thrusters to de-orbit the OM, then the
service medule will separate from the
crew module by severing the joine with a
redlundant mechanism.

While bath modules descend to the

earth, the crew module - which is
designed to survive the infense
thermao-structural loads of re-entry — will
decelerate by aero-braking and safely
splash down in sea. Meanwhile, the
service module will burn up.

Somae crewed spacecraft, such as
Kussias Sovuz and China’s shenzhou, use
a three-moddule configuration. The third
madule provides extra living and working
space for the crew while in orbit, Tt also
houses the docking mechanism, cargo,
and hasic life-support facilities, including
the todlet. Like the service module, this
third moduke will also separate during
descent and will he destroved during
Te-eniry.

Which configuration is best for
re-entry?

The crew module design must balance
several critical objectives, including
manimise the internal volume, manage
the aercdynamic lift and drag generated
during atmospheric fight, be as easy as
possible 1o Abricate, maintain
aerndynamic and hydrodynamic stability,
and stabilise the module dynamically at

lowe speeds.

Fiecause no single comfiguration can
satisfy all these requirements
simultanecusly, the hnal shape of the
crew module will depend on which
design atiributes are prioritsed. To
minimise launch and re-ontry mass,
etEineers strip the crew module down
essential landing systems, directly
reducing the required size and mass of
both the heatshield and the parachures,

A spherical configuration offers the
highest possible internal volume with the
Teweest struectural mass. This is because a
sphere has mindmum surface avea
rerpired o enclose 3 given volume, The
design closest to a sphere was the Soviet
Union's Vostok module, in which Yuri
Gagarin made the historic Arst trip 1o
space,

However, hecause a perfect sphere
creates no agrodynamic lift, it falis
straight dovn through the atmosphere,
like a dropped stone, This subjects the
crew to painfully high g-forces.

Consequently, a sphere-cone
combination is the preferred
configuration for a re-entering bodv. Iis

blunt base generates a detached
shockwave that pushes intense frictional
heat away from the spacecraft, while its
copical body provides the aerodynamic
stability and lift necessary for a
controlled, survivable descent.

The Gaganvaan crew module haz a
sphere-cone configuration.

Why aren't all re-entry modules
mono-stable?

Avrodynamic and hydrodynamic
monao-stabilides are highly preferred
featnres for a re-entering body.

A module s aerodynamically
monostable if it maintains only one stable
attirude while Oving throuwgh the
atmosphere - like a shuttle cock.
Similarly, bydrodynamic mono-stability
ensures the module will self-vight self
and float in a single, stable orientation
after splashdown.

Mono-stability is controled by the
module’s acrodyvnamic shape and the
locaton of its centre of gravity, As the
centre of gravity is dictated by the
packaging of internal subsysiems, system
engineers often lack the flexibiliny o
achieve the required locadon of the
centre of graviey,

Az a resull, in practice, modules
frequenty have more than cne stable
arientation. The Gaganyaan crew miodule,
for instance, has wo distiner stable
aerndynamic positions as well as two
stable hydrodynamic positicns,

The undesired attitude is managed by
fring control thruseers during flight
through the atmosphere and by deploying
a gas-based up-righting system upon

splashdown in sea.

What s dynamic instability during
re-entry?

Dyvniamic instabilicy is a critical condition
experienced by a re-entry moduke,
resnlting in rapidly growing and
uncantrolled oscillations as it decelerates
through the atmosphere, Just like a
traditional kite withour a tail wobbles and
spins wildly out of control because it lacks
stability, the crew module can experienee
dangerous, selfgrowing swings that make
it rumble if it is not comtrollad.

Howr smaoothly the coew module falls
through the atmosphere depends strongly
on its shape, mass, and the way air flows
around it. The module shakes and
wiobbles the mast as it approaches the
speed of sound, where bouncing
shockwives and swirling air vislently
whip it around. To stop the module from
spinning dangerousky out of control, it
must ether use small control thrusters w
steady itsell or deplov parachutes before
this instability grows too large.

Ultimately, balancing all of these
competing taits, from s hhunt
aerodynamic shape and mass to ies fight
against dynamic instability, is what
transforms the module design into a
masterfully engineered lifeboat capable of
hringing astronauts safely back to the
earth,

Dinnikrishnan Nair 5. is Former Divector,
VSSC and HST: Founding Director, HSFC;
and an expert in launch vehicle systems,
orbital re-eniry and human spaceflight
technologies. Curreretly D Siarahhai
Professar at WSS,



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Orbital Module (OM): The primary spacecraft assembly that circles the Earth during a mission. It is structurally split into two components: the Crew Module (CM), which acts
as the pressurized, life-supporting habitat for astronauts, and the Service Module (SM?, which houses the propulsion systems, fuel, and power generation equipment.

* Aero-braking and Thermo-structural Loads: Aero-braking is the process of using a planet’s atmospheric friction to slow down a spacecraft, converting massive kinetic energy
into heat. The resulting thermo-structural loads are the intense forces and extreme thermal stresses (reaching thousands of degrees Celsius) that the spacecraft's outer shield
must withstand without deforming or failing.

* Sphere-Cone Configuration: A spacecraft design geometry featuring a blunt, rounded base transitioning into a conical upper body, as seen in advanced human-rated capsule
designs. Example: Unlike a pointed rocket nose, this shape creates a detached shockwave that pushes extreme frictional heat away from the hull while providing sufficient
aerodynamic lift for a guided descent.

* Aerodynamic and Hydrodynamic Mono-stability: Aerodynamic mono-stability refers to a spacecraft shape designed to naturally maintain only one stable orientation while
flying through the air (similar to how a badminton shuttlecock always self-corrects to fly cork-first). Hydrodynamic mono-stability ensures that once the module splashes down in
the ocean, it naturally self-rights into a single upright position to keep the crew safe and communications active.

* Dynamic Instability: A hazardous condition during atmospheric re-entry where a spacecraft experiences rapidly amplifying, uncontrolled wobbling and oscillations. Example: It
behaves like a kite that has lost its tail, spinning and tumbling dangerously due to erratic airflows and shockwaves near the speed of sound.

* Human-Rated Launch Vehicle: A rocket engineered with extreme safety margins, component redundancies, and an automated emergency escape system, certifying it safe
enough to carry human lives rather than just satellite cargo.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core engineering challenge of human spaceflight is not just launching humans into space, but returning them safely through Earth's punishing atmosphere. The technical
parameters and design choices that dictate spacecraft survival involve several critical considerations:

* The Physics of Re-entry Geometry

* The geometric profile of a crew module determines its survival. While a perfectly spherical configuration offers the maximum internal volume with the lowest possible
structural weight, it suffers from a fatal flaw: it generates zero aerodynamic lift. It plummets through the atmosphere like a dropped stone, subjecting astronauts to dangerously
high, painful g-forces. Consequentl\{, modern space engineering favors a sphere-cone combination. The blunt bottom creates a detached shockwave that acts as a thermal shield,
deflecting the worst of the frictional heat away from the spacecraft body.

* The Conflict Between Stability and Packaging

* Inanideal world, a crew module would possess perfect aerodynamic and hydrodynamic mono-stability. However, real-world engineering requires a compromise. The module's
center of gravity is dictated by the heavy internal packing of life support systems, computers, and survival gear. Because engineers lack the flexibility to place this equipment
arbitrarily, modules frequently end up with multiple stable orientations (e.g., two aerodynamic and two hydrodynamic stable states). To prevent the module from trapping itself
inan itl;lverted or udnsafe position, active mitigation systems—such as automated control thrusters during flight and gas-based up-righting flotation bags upon sea splashdown—
must be integrated.

* Managing Transonic Turbulence

* The transition from supersonic speeds to subsonic speeds represents a highly volatile phase of descent. As the module approaches the speed of sound, bouncing shockwaves
and swirling aircurrents create severe dynamic instability. If left unmanaged, these self-growing swings can cause the module to tumble violently. This risk is managed through a
comblnatlorfolof autonomous firing of small attitude-control thrusters and the precise deployment of specialized stabilization parachutes before the oscillations grow
unmanageable.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The Dawn of Crewed Spaceflight (1960s)

* The earliest human space missions relied on simple geometric shapes due to computational and manufacturing limitations. Yuri Gagarin’s historic flight in the Vostok 1 (1961)
utilized a purely spherical capsule. While easy to manufacture and stable in terms of volume, it followed a rigid ballistic trajectory. The lack of lift meant that astronauts had to
endure brutal gravitational deceleration forces, frequently requiring them to eject from the capsule before it hit the ground.

* The Shift to Multi-Module and Conical Designs (1970s—Present)

* As missions grew longer, space agencies realized that a single module could not efficiently handle living space, propulsion, and re-entry physics simultaneously. This led to the
multi-module architectures seen in Russia’s Soyuz and China’s Shenzhou programs. By splitting the spacecratt into three distinct compartments—an orbital module for
living/working, a service module for instruments, and a specialized conical crew module for re-entry—agencies optimized mass. Only the heavily armored crew module needs to
survive re-entry; the other modules separate and burn up, reducing the fuel and parachute size required for recovery.

* India's Incremental Technical Journey (2000s—Present)
e India’s path to mastering human spaceflight has been deliberately incremental, building on decades of satellite and launch vehicle success. Key milestones include:

* 2007 (Space Capsule Recovery Experiment - SRE-1): India successfully launched and recovered a 550 kg uncrewed capsule, validating early reusable thermal protection
materials and sea-recovery operations.

* 2014 (Crew Module Atmospheric Re-entry Experiment - CARE): A prototype of the actual crew module was launched on an experimental GSLV Mk Ill flight. It underwent sub-
orbital re-entry, testing the aero-braking shields and parachute deployment sequences in real atmospheric conditions.

* Present Day: The human-rating of the Launch Vehicle Mark 3 (LVM3) into the HLVMS3, alongside the finalization of the dual aerodynamic/hydrodynamic stability systems of the
indigenous crew module, marks the culmination of this evolutionary timeline.

*  Way Forward
* Institutionalizing Zero-Failure Testing Regimes

* Before embarking on crewed missions, a series of uncrewed test flights utilizing advanced humanoid robotics (such as the Vyommitra project) must be executed. These flights
should deliberately simulate worst-case re-entry trajectories, extreme dynamic instability, and off-target sea splashdowns to validate the autonomous performance of the control
thrusters and the gas-based up-righting systems under real pressure.

* Deepening Private Sector Aerospace Integration

* The state space agency should shift its role from a primary manufacturer to a chief architect and regulator. By transferring mature technologies—such as thermal shield
fabrication and specialized parachute weaving—to domestic private aerospace companies through platforms like IN-SPACe, the nation can build a commercial supply chain. This
reduces costs and accelerates the production of future modules.

* Constructing a Comprehensive Legal and Safety Architecture

* Parliament must pass a dedicated, updated Space Act that clearly defines the legal liability framework for human spaceflight, establishes international insurance protocols, and
creates an independent aerospace safety board. This board would hold the authority to audit and sign off on the human-rated status of launch vehicles and crew survival habitats,
independent of political timelines.

* Outlining a Long-Term Vision for Space Infrastructure

* Asingle human spaceflight mission should not be an end in itself, but a stepping stone. The technologies perfected for the crew module must be systematically upgraded to
support the construction of a permanent domestic low-Earth orbit space station (such as the planned Bharatiya Antariksha Station) and, eventually, deep-space crewed lunar
exploration. This ensures continuous utilization of the specialized industrial base now being built.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Biosensors: Integrated devices capable of providing specific quantitative or semi-quantitative analytical information using a biological recognition element. A classic example is
the ubiquitous home glucometer, which uses glucose oxidase enzymes to track blood sugar levels.

* Aptamers: Engineered, short, single-stranded DNA or RNA sequences designed to fold into unique three-dimensional architectures. These structures bind with high affinity
and specificity to target molecules, functioning essentially as synthetic chemical antibodies.

* Biomarkers: Measurable biological indicators that signal a physiological change, pathogenic process, or pharmacological response. For instance, a sudden surge of Troponin in
the bloodstream serves as a specific biomarker for myocardial infarction (heart attack).

* Sepsis: A medical emergency characterized by a life-threatening organ dysfunction caused by a dysregulated host response to infection. It requires rapid diagnostics because
the body's immune response ends up damaging its own tissues.

*  MXenes and Nanomaterials: Two-dimensional inorganic compounds consisting of atom-thin layers of transition metal carbides, nitrides, or carbonitrides. Their exceptionally
high surface-to-volume ratio makes them optimal substrates for enhancing biosensor electrical signals.

* Closed-Loop Systems: Medical systems where a diagnostic sensor and a therapeutic delivery mechanism operate in a continuous, automated feedback loop. An example is an
automated insulin pump that calculates and delivers insulin doses based on real-time continuous glucose monitor readings.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The structural narrative of modern medical diagnostics centers on compressing the critical timeline between the onset of pathology and clinical intervention.
* The Core Thesis

* Traditional pathology relies heavily on waiting for visible structural or systemic symptoms to manifest, followed by lab-bound testing that can take up to 48 hours. The
paradigm shift highlighted in contemporary research argues that since proteins alter their expression at the molecular level hours before physical symptoms materialize, real-time
protein biosensing can fundamentally rewrite the survival rates of acute emergencies like sepsis and cardiac arrest.

* Key Supporting Points

* Proteins as First Responders: Biological shifts occur in protein concentrations (e.g., Procalcitonin during bacterial invasions) long before imaging or macroscopic symptoms
reveal an illness.

* The Aptamer Advantage: Unlike natural antibodies, which are prone to thermal degradation and high manufacturing costs, synthetic aptamers are highly stable, cost-effective,
and can be synthesized entirely in laboratory settings without animal models.

* Nanotech and Al Amalgamation: Incorporating gold nanoparticles, graphene, and machine-learning models allows modern sensors to process complex multi-marker datasets,
filtering out biochemical "noise" from blood samples to deliver high-precision results at the bedside.

* Counterarguments and Real-World Constraints

* The Baseline Dilemma: Human biological baselines are not uniform. Normal protein concentrations vary wildly across age, gender, and ethnicity, making universal calibration
incredibly complex.

* Scalability Gaps: While proof-of-concept laboratory prototypes show massive success, transitioning these sensitive bio-nanostructures into mass-manufactured, shelf-stable
commercial medical devices remains a significant hurdle.



Historical Evolution of the Issue

Epoch / Year

Milestone

Core Impact on Healthcare

1962

The Clark-Lyons Enzyme Electrode

Conceived by Leland C. Clark Jr., this marked the birth of the first functional biosensor, utilizing
glucose oxidase on an electrode to revolutionize diabetes monitoring.

Late 20th Century

The Monoclonal Antibody Boom

The integration of lab-grown antibodies allowed diagnostics to target specific proteins, forming
the backbone of modern laboratory immunoassays (like ELISA).

Early 2000s

Evolution of Synthetic Aptamers

Over the last two decades, researchers shifted toward synthetic DNA/RNA strands, overcoming the
thermal fragility and high production costs associated with antibodies.

2020-2025

Pandemic Catalyst & Nano-Convergence

The urgency of COVID-19 accelerated portable diagnostic platforms. By mid-2025, researchers
successfully merged CRISPR and MXenes to detect multi-marker signals simultaneously.

Late 2025—-Present

Closed-Loop & Cell-Free Innovations

Recent milestones include microneedle arrays for wireless telemetry and cell-free environmental
biosensors that track pathogens or heavy metals without live biological agents.
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Inaugural Index of Services
Production shows 14 sectors
grew in double digits in April

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

As many as 14 of the 19 sub-
sectors in the trial and in-
augural release of the go-
vernment's new Index of
Services Production (ISP)
witnessed double-digit
growth in April 2026, with
the best-performing sec-
tors including accommo-
dation and food, retail
trade, administrative and
support services, and real
estate.

The 19 sub-sectors mea-
sured account for about
60% of India's services
sector.

The ISP is meant to be
the services sector coun-
terpart to the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP).
While the 1P is released on
the 28th of every month
unless it is a weekend or
holiday, the ISP will be re-

Accommaodation and food was
among best perforning sectors
leased on the 29th
henceforth.

“The ISP represents an
important milestone in
strengthening India’s sta-
tistical system and improv-
ing the measurement of
the services sector, which
accounts for more than
half of the country’s eco-
nomic activity,” the Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-

gramme Implementation
said in a release.

While the inaugural re-
lease does not provide a
composite growth rate for
the entire index, this
growth rate can be calcu-
lated using the sector-wise
growth rates and weightag-
es, said D.K. Srivastava,
chief policy advisor at EY
India.

“Considering the year-
on-year growth in April
2026 over that in April
2025, the 19-services sector
growth is at 20.8%,” Mr.
Srivastava said.

The base year of the trial
1SPs has been set as 2024-
25, and the index sources
its data from several areas,
including administrative
data, Goods and Services
Tax data, and the Annual
Survey of Incorporated
Services Sector Enterpris-
es (ASISSE) data.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Index of Services Production (ISP): This is a high-frequency macro indicator designed to measure short-term volume changes in the output of the services sector
over a specified period. Just as we track industrial physical output, the ISP quantifies the real-term operational expansion of services, stripping out the direct
distortions of price inflation. Example: If retail trade or real estate transactions increase by volume over a month, the ISP captures this movement directly, offering a
real-time health check of the tertiary sector.

* Index of Industrial Production (lIP): A long-standing statistical composite that measures the short-term volume changes in a basket of industrial products across
mining, manufacturing, and electricity. It serves as the traditional industrial counterpart to the newly developed services index.

* Base Year (e.g., 2024-25): The benchmark year against which economic indices compare current performance to establish growth rates. Setting a stable, recent
base year ensures that structural changes, new market dynamics, and technological evolutions are accurately represented without being skewed by outdated
historical prices.

* Annual Survey of Incorporated Services Sector Enterprises (ASISSE): A comprehensive statistical exercise aimed at gathering operational and financial data from
registered corporate and formal service providers. It serves as a vital database to fill historical data gaps and refine overall Gross Domestic Product (GDP) calculations.

* High-Frequency Indicators (HFIs): Economic metrics released at short, regular intervals (such as monthly or weekly) that give immediate insight into economic
momentum before formal quarterly GDP numbers arrive.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The institutionalization of a monthly tracking mechanism for the services domain represents a critical upgrade in macroeconomic monitoring. Historically, India’s
statistical ecosystem faced a structural asymmetry: while the secondary sector was meticulously tracked monthly via the IIP, the services sector—despite contributing
more than half of the national economic activity—lacked a unified high-frequency volume index.

* Addressing the Statistical Vacuum: The primary assertion is that measuring 19 sub-sectors covering approximately 60% of India's services ecosystem significantly
strengthens the national statistical framework. By tracking components like accommodation, food services, retail trade, and real estate, policy instruments move from
speculative proxy-based tracking to direct, evidence-based quantification.

* Evidence of Strong Sectoral Momentum: Data from April 2026 demonstrates that 14 of the 19 monitored sub-sectors achieved robust double-digit growth. When
weighted and aggregated by expert analysis, this points to a striking year-on-year expansion of 20.8% for the covered segments over April 2025, highlighting a
resilient and surging domestic demand.

* Multi-Source Data Synergy: The architecture of modern economic tracking relies heavily on data convergence. Instead of relying on isolated survey samples,
contemporary methodology integrates administrative data registries, real-time GST filings, and structured enterprise surveys like the ASISSE. This minimizes sampling
errors and reduces reliance on outdated proxies.

* Methodological Limitations and Challenges: While this is a major analytical advance, certain structural caveats remain. The initial framework does not yet provide
an official, state-sanctioned composite growth rate, requiring independent expert calculation. Furthermore, nearly 40% of the services sector remains unmonitored
by this index, leaving a significant portion of highly informal or unorganized activities unaccounted for.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Post-Independence Industrial Bias (1950s—1980s): Following independence, India's statistical focus was naturally aligned with physical assets—agriculture and
heavy industrial manufacturing. This led to the early establishment of the IIP. Services were viewed as residual or secondary, resulting in minimal tracking
infrastructure.

* The 1991 Structural Shift and the Data Lag: The historic LPG (Liberalization, Privatization, Globalization) reforms completely altered India’s growth trajectory,
causing the services sector to leapfrog manufacturing as the primary engine of GDP. However, high-frequency tracking did not keep pace. For decades, economists had
to rely on fragmented proxies like railway freight, bank credit growth, or tourist arrivals to estimate service sector health.

* The Rangarajan Commission Recommendations (2001): The National Statistical Commission, chaired by Dr. C. Rangarajan, formally recognized these severe data
deficiencies. It emphasized that a services-driven economy cannot be managed effectively using an industrial-era statistical dashboard, sparking institutional
discussions on the need for a dedicated services index.

* The Formalization and Digitalization Catalyst (2010s—Present): The introduction of the MCA-21 corporate registry, followed by the rollout of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), transformed the data landscape. These platforms generated extensive digital footprints, creating the administrative data streams necessary to
power a reliable, monthly services index. This evolution culminated in the launch of the ISP with a modern 2024-25 base year.

* Way Forward

* Expanding Sectoral Coverage: Moving forward, institutional efforts should focus on closing the remaining 40% tracking gap. By integrating digital payment
footprints, digital commerce logs, and localized urban body registries, the framework can capture informal services that currently slip through formal nets.

* Institutionalizing an Official Composite Index: While presenting individual sub-sector growth is valuable, MoSPI should work toward launching an official
seasonally adjusted composite ISP score each month, similar to the IIP. This would provide an immediate, single-number health check of the overall ser

* Leveraging Advanced Data Analytics: The statistical architecture should incorporate advanced big data pipelines and machine learning algorit’ rge
volumes of GST and corporate filings more quickly. This would speed up processing times, reduce subsequent data revisions, and minimize re

* Strengthening Cooperative Federalism in Statistics: State Directorates of Economics and Statistics should be actively integrated into t' rk. Syncing
central and state data collection will help capture regional variations in service delivery, from tourism-heavy states to financial hubs, n national planning

more precise.
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