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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Strategic Partnership: This represents a high-level diplomatic framework where two nations move beyond transactional trade relationships to cooperate on long-term
geopolitical, defense, and security objectives.

* Hydrographic Data Sharing: The joint measurement and description of the physical features of oceans, seas, and coastal areas. This involves mapping underwater topography,
depths, and currents.

* Mutual Naval Logistics: A cooperative arrangement that allows the militaries of both nations to use each other’s naval bases for refueling, replenishment, repairs, and rest.

* UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982): Often called the "Constitution of the Oceans," this international treaty defines the rights and
responsibilities of nations regarding their use of the world's oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the management of marine natural resources.

* Rules-Based International Order: A shared commitment among nations to conduct global politics and commerce according to established international laws and treaties,
rather than through coercion, unilateral military dominance, or "might is right" dynamics.

e Strait of Hormuz: A narrow, critically strategic waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It serves as the world's most important energy choke point, through
which a massive volume of global oil and gas commerce flows daily.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of this geopolitical shift revolves around a crucial reality: India and New Zealand are deliberately transforming their traditionally warm but low-intensity
relationship into a hard-nosed, comprehensive strategic alignment driven by mutual economic ambitions and deep maritime anxieties in the Indo-Pacific region.

* The Economic Pillar: Audacious Targets

* Trade Doubling Architecture: The two nations have established a clear, time-bound mandate to double their annual bilateral trade to 35,000 crore by the year 2030. This
target acts as a concrete metric to force bureaucratic momentum.

* Inward Investment Commitment: Wellington has committed to investing USD 20 billion into the Indian economy over the next 15 years. This massive capital injection provides
New Zealand with a stake in India's growth story while diversifying its own investment portfolio.

* Free Trade Momentum: A major priority is the early implementation of a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA), designed to lower tariff walls and streamline supply
chains between the two economies.

* The Security Pillar: Maritime Convergence

* Counterbalancing Regional Muscle-Flexing: Without explicitly naming specific actors, the strategic pivot is explicitly contextualized by rising global anxieties over military
assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific, underscored by recent long-range submarine-launched ballistic missile tests.

* Institutionalizing Defense Dialogue: The partnership introduces 18 concrete outcomes, including 10 formal agreements. Key among these is a new Maritime Security Dialogue
and a joint working group dedicated entirely to counter-terrorism.

* Securing Global Choke Points: The security umbrella extends beyond regional waters to embrace global commerce security, specifically calling out the restoration of
unhindered trade through the Strait of Hormuz and defending absolute freedom of navigation.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence and Early Post-Colonial Era: The historical ties began under the umbrella of the British Empire. Both nations shared a
common administrative language, legal systems, and a deep-seated passion for cricket. However, early diplomatic engagements remained
friendly but secondary, as India focused on non-alignment and domestic industrialization, while New Zealand looked to the United Kingdom and
its ANZUS alliance.

* The Cold War Era of Benign Neglect: For several decades, bilateral engagement remained low. India’s inward-looking, socialist economic
model offered limited trade opportunities, and New Zealand’s foreign policy remained primarily anchored to Western defense blocs and
agricultural exports to Europe and North America.

* The Post-1991 Economic Reawakening: With India unlocking its economy through liberalization, privatization, and globalization (LPG)
reforms and introducing its "Look East Policy," New Zealand recognized India as an emerging Asian giant. High-level trade delegations began to
explore options, though engagement remained focused purely on commercial transactions.

* The 2010s Indo-Pacific Paradigm Shift: As the geopolitical center of gravity shifted from the Euro-Atlantic to the Indo-Pacific, both countries
faced a changing security environment. India’s upgraded "Act East Policy" met New Zealand’s desire to diversify its economic dependencies
away from over-reliance on a single northern Asian market.

* The 2026 Breakthrough: The culmination of these structural shifts has resulted in the current reality. The relationship has officially shed its
legacy as a single-issue trade engagement, elevating into a comprehensive strategic partnership where maritime defense and capital
investment are given equal weight alongside trade volumes.

* Way Forward
* Institutionalizing the Bureaucratic Pipeline

* The four-year roadmap must not be allowed to stall in administrative delays. India and New Zealand should establish a permanent, bi-annual
Joint Monitoring Secretariat led by senior diplomatic officials. This body would hold ministries accountable to the 18 concrete outcomes,
ensuring that agreements on hydrographic data sharing and naval logistics translate into regular, real-world naval exercises and operational
cooperation.

* Resolving Structural Bottlenecks in FTA Negotiations

* To realistically reach the target of 35,000 crore by 2030, both nations must address sensitive domestic trade sectors with pragmatism. India
has traditional concerns regarding New Zealand's highly competitive dairy and agricultural sectors, while New Zealand maintains strict
regulations on labor mobility.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Transnational Organized Crime (TOC): This refers to self-perpetuating associations of individuals who operate transnationally for the
purpose of obtaining power, influence, or monetary gain through illegal means. Unlike localized gangs, TOC networks exploit globalized
banking, communications, and transport infrastructure. Example: A syndicate structured in India that coordinates narcotics shipments
between South America and North America while executing targeted extortions via operatives in Europe.

* Indictment: A formal written accusation issued by a grand jury or a legal authority (commonly in jurisdictions like the United States)
stating that there is sufficient evidence to bring a person to trial for a felony. It signifies that domestic criminal actions have crossed
international thresholds, prompting foreign federal prosecution.

* Section 303 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023: A crucial procedural law in India that empowers the state or
Ministry of Home Affairs to restrict the physical movement of high-risk prisoners outside jail premises. It mandates that their participation
in court proceedings happen strictly via video conferencing to eliminate transit escapes, rescue attempts, or the physical coordination of
crime while on the move.

* The Narco-Terror Nexus: The symbiotic relationship between drug trafficking networks and insurgent or terrorist groups. Criminal
cartels provide the logistical pipelines, hawala routes, and illicit funding, while extremist entities provide political cover, weaponry, or
shared safe havens.

* Red Corner Notice (RCN): An international request issued by Interpol to law enforcement agencies worldwide to locate and
provisionally arrest a person pending extradition, surrender, or similar legal action. Fugitive syndicate leaders operating across North
America often become the subjects of these notices.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core structural challenge highlighted by modern syndicate operations rests on a paradox: physical incarceration no longer guarantees
the neutralization of a criminal enterprise.

* The Incarceration-Operational Paradox

* Top-tier leadership within modern crime syndicates can manage expansive global networks effectively from within maximum-security
prisons. As documented in the records of India's National Investigation Agency (NIA), high-security facilities in places like Ahmedabad or
Silchar often struggle to completely sever the digital footprints of syndicate heads. The absolute lack of bail applications by these individuals
points to a strategic choice: utilizing the prison ecosystem as a secure, state-guarded command center to run extortions and direct overseas
hits without facing the immediate physical threats of street-level gang wars.

* The Evolution of Recruitment and Digital Branding

* The operational model has shifted away from traditional, localized underworld recruitment. Syndicates now leverage sophisticated social
media public relations campaigns. By projecting a carefully curated image of a "patriot," "nationalist," or a defender of specific community
values, leaders draw in impoverished, vulnerable minors across states like Punjab and Haryana. These recruits enter the enterprise lured by
promises of protection, quick money, and social media notoriety, often receiving minimal compensation for highly dangerous tasks.

* Visa Fraud and the Transnational Pipeline

* Once recruited, these foot soldiers are integrated into a sophisticated transnational pipeline. Syndicates systematically exploit legitimate
migration pathways—using fraudulent student or work visas—to transport loyal members into Western nations like the United States,
Canada, and Spain. Once embedded within the diaspora, these individuals establish localized operational cells capable of executing extortion,
narcotics trafficking, and high-profile assassinations.

* Geopolitical Weaponization and Bilateral Strain

* The actions of decentralized syndicates have evolved from simple domestic law-and-order issues into significant foreign policy crises.
When transnational syndicates carry out targeted assassinations on foreign soil—such as the killing of designated activists or rival figures in
Canada—it causes immediate diplomatic friction. As illustrated by the diplomatic fallout between India and Canada, non-state proxy violence
can severely damage bilateral relations, even when intelligence agencies like the FBI confirm that central authorities are cooperating fully to
dismantle these networks.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence to 1960s (The Era of Localized Exploitation): Organized crime was largely fragmented, consisting of rural dacoity, cattle rustling, and localized
cross-border smuggling of essential commodities across newly formed borders or along coastal trade routes.

* 1970s to 1980s (The Rise of Urban Bootlegging Syndicates): Strict import controls, high customs duties, and prohibition policies led to the rise of massive domestic
syndicates in urban hubs like Mumbai and Ahmedabad. Operations centered around gold smuggling, extortion, and bootlegging, though these groups remained
largely confined to Indian territory.

* 1990s (The Watershed Era of Narco-Terrorism): The 1993 Bombay serial blasts completely changed India's understanding of organized crime. It proved that
domestic syndicates could be co-opted by hostile foreign intelligence agencies, combining underworld logistics with transnational terrorism. This era prompted the
landmark N.N. Vohra Committee Report (1993), which officially warned about the dangerous nexus between criminals, politicians, and bureaucrats.

* 2000s to 2010s (The Shift to the Northern Border States): As Mumbai cartels were weakened by aggressive police action, the focus shifted to the transit corridors
of Punjab and Haryana. Driven by the influx of heroin from the Golden Crescent (Afghanistan-Pakistan-Iran), local youth gangs grew rapidly. They moved from simple
land disputes and protection rackets to sophisticated cross-border drug smuggling.

* 2020s to Present (The Borderless Cyber-Syndicate): Today, these networks have completely globalized. Armed with end-to-end encrypted messaging applications,
VOIP, and proxy networks, syndicate leaders can direct complex transnational actions from inside Indian prisons.

* Way Forward
* |nstitutional Isolation and Prison Reforms

* Prisons must be upgraded from simple physical holding facilities to secure digital isolation zones. This requires installing advanced, multi-band signal jammers
(specifically targeting 5G and encrypted satellite signals) in high-security facilities. Relying on Section 303 of the BNSS must become the standard procedure for all
high-risk trials, ensuring these individuals are never moved unnecessarily. To break up internal networks, prison staff should be rotated frequently, and independent,
external audits of high-security wings should be conducted regularly.

* Streamlining International Legal Frameworks

* India should work closely with Western law enforcement agencies (such as the US DoJ, FBI, and Europol) to create fast-track mechanisms for Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaties (MLATs). Instead of dealing with case-by-case diplomatic friction, India should push for a unified international protocol on transnational gang
networks. This framework would treat cross-border criminal syndicates with the same urgency as global terrorist designations, simplifying extradition processes and
asset seizures.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Section 69A of the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000: This pivotal provision empowers the Central Government to direct any
agency or intermediary (such as internet service providers or OTT platforms) to block public access to specific online content. This power
can only be exercised under explicitly defined constitutional grounds: safeguarding the sovereignty and integrity of India, the defense of
India, security of the State, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, or preventing incitement to any cognisable offense related
to these grounds.

* IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021: A regulatory framework that expanded the scope of the IT
Act to encompass Over-The-Top (OTT) streaming platforms, digital news publishers, and social media intermediaries. Unlike traditional
cinema, which undergoes pre-release censorship, these rules establish a three-tier grievance redressal mechanism for digital media,
culminating in an Inter-Ministerial Committee with emergency blocking powers under the executive branch.

* Rule 16 of the IT Blocking Rules (Confidentiality Clause): A specific administrative provision dictating that all requests, actions taken,
and the identity of the content intended to be blocked must be kept strictly confidential. For example, when a digital creator's content is
suddenly restricted, this clause allows the government to withhold the formal blocking order from the public and, occasionally, even
from the content creators themselves.

* Enforced Disappearances and Extrajudicial Killings: Severe human rights violations where individuals are arrested, detained, or
abducted by state officials or those acting with state authorization, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or to
disclose the fate and whereabouts of the persons. The biographical film Sat/uj centers on the real-life work of activist Jaswant Singh
Khalra, who systematically documented thousands of such unacknowledged, secret cremations by law enforcement during the counter-
insurgency operations in Punjab during the 1980s and 1990s.

* Post-Publication Executive Control: A regulatory approach where content is allowed to be published freely without prior screening,
but remains subject to punitive action, takedowns, or blocking by executive order after it goes live. This stands in sharp contrast to the
"Pre-Certification" model practiced by the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) under the Cinematograph Act, 1952, which vets
celluloid films before they ever enter a public theater.
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* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The evolving dynamics between digital broadcasting and state oversight present a fundamental structural shift in how creative and
historical expressions are regulated in India.

* The Shift to a Parallel Censorship Mechanism

* The core thesis posits that the regulation of OTT content has quietly evolved from a liberal, post-publication oversight model into an
executive-driven parallel censorship mechanism. While cinema released in traditional theaters undergoes public scrutiny through CBFC-
mandated cuts, streaming content bypasses this statutory body but faces sudden, executive-led takedowns under Section 69A of the IT
Act. This effectively grants the executive branch the ultimate veto power over online historical and political narratives, operating entirely
outside the familiar architecture of theatrical film certification.

* The Erosion of Procedural Safeguards

* Acritical argument focuses on how the operationalization of Section 69A has gradually decoupled from the safeguards established by
the judiciary. In the landmark Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) ruling, the Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of
Section 69A specifically because it featured vital procedural checks, including:

* The mandatory provision of a reasoned, written order.
* A guaranteed opportunity for a fair hearing for the affected content publisher.
* Anindependent review by a designated committee.

* However, current administrative practices frequently weaponize the confidentiality clause under Rule 16. By keeping blocking orders
strictly confidential, the state leaves creators without the written rationale necessary to mount a meaningful legal challenge. This
effectively creates a procedural vacuum that undermines the right to judicial review.

* The Suppression of Sensitive Historical Narratives

* The controversy surrounding the film Sat/uj highlights a broader institutional discomfort with creative works that revisit painful eras
of state counter-insurgency. When an artwork attempts to document historical trauma—such as the extrajudicial actions in post-1984
Punjab—the state frequently defaults to public order or state security arguments to justify content suppression. This raises a substantive
dilemma: does suppressing art to maintain public order preserve social harmony, or does it merely prevent a mature, democratic
coming-to-terms with historical human rights violations?



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Era of Celluloid Monopoly (1952-2000): Content regulation was long synonymous with the Cinematograph Act of 1952. The state focused entirely
on public theaters, utilizing the CBFC as a gatekeeper. Political and social narratives were managed before they reached the masses, establishing a
predictable, albeit restrictive, pre-certification regime.

* The Dawn of the Internet and Statutory Gaps (2000-2008): The passage of the original IT Act in 2000 focused heavily on cybercrime and e-commerce,
leaving the vast, unregulated space of digital expression largely unmonitored. As internet penetration grew, the state found itself without agile statutory
tools to address online content it deemed problematic.

* The Legislative Pivot and Judicial Scrutiny (2008-2015): Recognizing this regulatory gap, the 2008 amendments introduced Section 69A. The real test of
this power arrived with Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015). While the court struck down the overly broad Section 66A, it spared Section 69A, explicitly
trusting that the executive would adhere to strict procedural safeguards, including providing written reasons and formal hearings to creators.

* The Convergence of OTT and Executive Codes (2021-Present): The introduction of the IT Rules, 2021 marked a major shift. Recognizing that OTT
platforms operate outside the CBFC's jurisdiction, the executive established a code of ethics combined with post-publication intervention powers. As
observed in contemporary cases like Satluj , this has led to an increasing reliance on Rule 16's confidentiality provisions, moving digital regulation away from
open judicial scrutiny and closer toward discretionary executive control.

* Way Forward
* De-linking Confidentiality from Legal Remedies

* The absolute confidentiality mandated by Rule 16 of the IT Blocking Rules must be reformed. While the state may have legitimate reasons to keep
sensitive security deliberations private, the final, reasoned blocking order must be shared with the affected creator. Providing this written order ensures
that the right to seek a writ remedy under Article 226 is not rendered meaningless, preserving a vital constitutional pathway for judicial review.

* Establishing an Independent Digital Content Authority

* To prevent executive overreach, content regulation for digital platforms should be transferred from inter-ministerial executive committees to an
autonomous, statutory body. This proposed "Digital Media Oversight Board" should be modeled after independent telecom or judicial regulators, featuring
a balanced composition of:

* Retired members of the higher judiciary.
* Independent civil society representatives and human rights experts.
* Respected veterans from the film, media, and digital broadcasting industries.
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* Key Terms and Explanations
* Video Assistant Referee (VAR)

* An advanced technological officiating support system that reviews decisions made by the head on-field referee using video footage and
a dedicated communication headset. It operates out of a centralized video hub where a chief review official monitors multiple angles
simultaneously. For instance, if an on-field official misses a critical off-ball infraction, the VAR flags the incident, ensuring the head referee
can re-evaluate the event on a pitch-side monitor.

* International Football Association Board (IFAB)

* The independent global rule-making body responsible for determining and amending the laws of the game of association football. It
acts as the ultimate legislative authority ensuring standard compliance across all continents. An example of its role is its institutional
approval in 2016 to introduce live trials of video officiating, which systematically altered decades of traditional field management.

e Clear and Obvious Error

* The specific legal and procedural threshold required for a technological intervention to take place. Under this principle, a video review
official cannot intervene merely because they would have made a different subjective call; there must be an indisputable, factual mistake
made by the on-field official. For example, misidentifying a player during the issuance of a red card is a clear and obvious error that
demands immediate technological correction.

* Phase of Play and Build-Up Phase

* The entire continuous sequence of tactical play leading up to a significant match event, such as a goal or a penalty. The analytical
boundaries of this phase are frequently contested because rules do not strictly define the exact temporal or spatial limits of how far back
an official can investigate. A practical manifestation occurs when a minor foul committed in a team's own defensive half goes unnoticed,
but is retroactively used to invalidate a goal scored at the opposite end of the pitch minutes later.

* Subjective Interpretation vs. Objective Standardization

* The systemic friction between automated, metric-driven data and human cognitive assessment. Objective standardization applies to
binary outcomes like whether a ball completely crossed the goal line, whereas subjective interpretation covers nuanced human behavior,
such as determining if a player's physical contact or shirt pull was severe enough to warrant a penalty.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Core Thesis

* The integration of advanced real-time technology into global sports governance often creates new administrative and structural frictions rather than
resolving them. This tension arises because rigid digital precision is forced to interact with highly subjective human rule interpretations, shifting the focus of
governance from managing the natural flow of the game to over-analyzing micro-infractions.

* Arguments for Technological Integration

* Proponents argue that high-stakes sports governance demands institutional fairness and the elimination of human error to safeguard massive public
trust and economic investments. Technology acts as an essential administrative safety net, providing:

* Error Minimization: Preventing flagrant oversight in critical match-turning moments such as mistaken identities or missed red cards.
* Institutional Transparency: Offering a verifiable video trail that vindicates officials against claims of systemic bias or corruption.

» Safeguarding Fair Play: Ensuring that Rule of Law within the sporting arena is maintained uniformly, regardless of intimidating stadium environments or
player pressure.

* Arguments Highlighting Structural Weaknesses
* Critics highlight that technology alters the essential character of the sport, introducing systemic challenges that undermine its legitimacy:

* The "Soft Sport" Critique: Over-reliance on slow-motion replays leads to "nitpicking" minor physical contacts that are natural to high-intensity sports but
look illegal when isolated frame-by-frame.

* Asymmetric Interpretation: The lack of uniform standards across distinct officiating teams means a specific physical challenge might be deemed a
penalty by one video hub team but ignored by another.

* Spectator and Participant Alienation: Real-time communications occur in an informational vacuum, leaving both the athletes on the ground and millions
of viewers entirely unaware of the administrative rationale behind major decisions.

* Case Analysis from image_4995b6.jpg

* The operational vulnerabilities of this techno-legal framework are demonstrated in the case study presented in image_4995b6.jpg regarding the 2026
international match between Egypt and Argentina. In this incident, a beautifully executed goal by Egypt was retroactively disallowed due to a foul identified
deep in the build-up phase at the opposite end of the pitch.

* Asdetailed in image_4995b6.jpg, this sparked intense institutional pushback because the governing authority, represented by refereeing chief Pierluigi
Collina, clarified that there is no defined temporal or spatial limit constraining how far back VAR can investigate. This lack of clear boundary limits led to
accusations of unfair treatment and prompted immediate institutional adjustments by FIFA, which appointed double in-house officials for the tournament's
final stages to mitigate decentralized inconsistency.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue
*  Pre-2000s: The Era of Absolute Human Discretion

* For over a century, global sports governance operated under the absolute, unreviewable authority of the on-field referee. Historic errors—such as
flagrant unpunished handballs or undetected goals crossing the line—were accepted as an inherent part of the sport’s human element. This era
prioritized the uninterrupted, organic momentum of play over absolute mathematical accuracy.

* Early 2000s: Commercialization and Initial Tech Proposals

* The rapid commercialization of sports, combined with high-definition broadcasting, created a significant accountability gap. Millions of viewers at
home could immediately spot refereeing mistakes via instant television replays, while the on-field official remained isolated without assistance. This
prompted initial conceptual proposals for digital intervention systems to protect the financial and reputational stakes of international tournaments.

* 2016 Milestone: Institutionalization and IFAB Approval

* Following years of pushback from traditionalists, the International Football Association Board (IFAB) officially approved live trials for the Video
Assistant Referee system. The initial framework was strictly limited to correcting "clear and obvious errors" in four game-changing categories: goals,
penalties, direct red cards, and mistaken identity. This marked a major shift toward a hybrid governance model combining human decisions with
technological oversight.

* 2018-2022: Rapid Global Scaling

* The system was fully deployed on the world stage during the 2018 FIFA World Cup and quickly adopted by elite domestic leagues worldwide. While
it successfully resolved blatant officiating mistakes, this period also exposed the challenges of expanding the system's scope. The technology began
creeping into continuous phases of play, turning what was meant to be a safety net for major errors into a tool for constant micromanagement.

* 2026 Present Day: The Crisis of Consistency and Structural Reform

* As documented in the recent tournament disputes outlined in image_4995b6.jpg, the issue has evolved from whether technology should be used to
how its unchecked jurisdictional boundaries can be controlled. The absence of spatial and temporal limits during reviews has triggered formal
international complaints from member federations. This has forced governing bodies like FIFA into reactive institutional restructuring, such as doubling
the number of centralized in-house review officials to ensure internal checks and balances before any final decision is recommended.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Article 5 (Collective Defense): This is the core organizational principle of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO). It legally mandates that an armed attack against one member state is considered an
attack against all members, requiring collective assistance, including the use of armed force.

* Example: Historically, this clause has been invoked only once in response to the September 11
terrorist attacks against the United States, illustrating its gravity as a deterrent.

* Strategic Autonomy: This refers to the capacity of a nation or a political bloc (such as the European
Union) to determine its own foreign policy, manage its security priorities, and take military action
independently without being structurally dependent on the resources or political will of an external
superpower.

* Strategic Ambiguity: A deliberate foreign policy strategy wherein a superpower intentionally leaves its
degree of commitment or its precise response to a security threat vague. This keeps both adversaries and
allies uncertain, preventing adversaries from crossing lines while forcing allies to invest more in their own
defense.

* The Free-Rider Dilemma (Burden-Sharing): An economic and political concept within military alliances
where certain member states underfund their domestic defense budgets, effectively relying on the outsized
financial and military contributions of a dominant ally to secure their borders.

* Example: The long-standing friction over the target for member nations to allocate a specific
percentage of their GDP—recently pushed toward an intensive 5% framework (3.5% core military
and 1.5% critical infrastructure)—to correct this imbalance.

* Trans-Atlantic Alliance: The foundational post-World War Il geopolitical, economic, and military
partnership linking North American democracies (the United States and Canada) with Western and Central
European nations to maintain a rules-based international order.

* Military-Industrial Complex: The vested economic and political relationship between a nation's military
leadership, government policymakers, and the private corporate defense industries that supply weapons and
hardware, where foreign policy decisions can sometimes be influenced by industrial production cycles and
procurement profits.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of this geopolitical shift revolves around a crucial realization: Europe can no longer treat American security guarantees as an
unconditional, permanent safety net. The traditional security architecture is fracturing under the weight of divergent strategic visions.

 The Transactional Turn in Alliance Politics

* The relationship between the United States and its European allies has shifted from a value-based, institutional alliance to a highly transactional
partnership. The executive leadership of the United States increasingly views collective defense commitments through a commercial lens. This manifests in
explicit demands for immediate financial compliance, public questioning of the alliance's utility, and threats of strategic abandonment or drawdown of
military hardware if allies do not meet steep defense spending targets.

* Divergent Strategic Visions and Spheres of Action
* There is a profound cognitive dissonance regarding the geographic and functional mandate of collective security:

* The European View: European states approach the alliance as a region-specific, defensive shield designed to deter immediate territorial expansionism
along their eastern borders, particularly in light of prolonged conflicts in Eastern Europe.

 The American View: The United States increasingly interprets the alliance as a flexible extension of its global military capabilities. It expects European
allies to deploy resources and offer logistical support for out-of-area "wars of choice," such as maritime interventions in the Strait of Hormuz or security
containment strategies against Iran and in the Indo-Pacific theatre.

* The Vulnerability of the Collective Defense Umbrella

* Internal administrative decisions to execute drawdowns of American commitments—including pulling back fighter jet squadrons, reallocating advanced
naval assets, and drawing down missile-launching submarines from European strategic corridors—have sent shockwaves through continental defense
ministries. These actions directly erode the perceived sanctity of Article 5, turning what was once an absolute guarantee into a conditional arrangement.

* The European Dual-Track Strategy

* Inresponse to these vulnerabilities, European leaders are pursuing a sophisticated, pragmatic balancing act, as demonstrated during high-level
diplomatic meetings like the Ankara Summit:

* The Immediate Track: Europe is temporarily placating American demands by funding multi-billion-dollar defense procurement packages, which directly
feeds back into the American military-industrial complex, and assuming the primary financial burden of regional stabilization efforts.

* The Long-Term Track: Simultaneously, European nations are laying the groundwork for a stronger European defense pillar. This involves ramping up
domestic defense investments to build a parallel framework capable of providing credible deterrence against external aggression, even in an environment
of total American strategic ambiguity or overt coercion.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1949 (The Genesis): In the immediate aftermath of World War Il, the North Atlantic Treaty was signed in Washington. Its foundational logic was to create a
permanent bulwark against Soviet expansionism into Western Europe, tying the nuclear and conventional military might of the United States to the security
of European democracies.

* 1950s-1980s (The Cold War Consolidation): The alliance operated within a highly predictable, rigid bipolar framework. Security was defined by the
containment doctrine and structural deterrence against the Warsaw Pact. European nations rebuilt their economies under the security umbrella provided by
the United States.

* 1991-2014 (Post-Cold War Expansion and Mission Creep): Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the alliance faced an existential question
regarding its purpose. It chose a dual path: expanding eastward to absorb former Warsaw Pact states and shifting its mandate toward "out-of-area"
stabilization and counter-terrorism operations, such as interventions in the Balkans and Afghanistan. This shifted its focus away from territorial defense.

* 2014-2022 (The Geopolitical Wake-Up Call): The annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the outbreak of full-scale conflict in Ukraine post-2022 forced a rapid
re-centering of the alliance. Territorial defense along the eastern flank once again became the primary operational priority, exposing Europe's deep logistical
and military reliance on Washington.

* 2025-2026 (The Era of Internal Fracture and Europeanization): The current era is defined by acute internal polarization. Unilateral diplomatic maneuvers
by the United States to negotiate regional peace terms without European consultation, coupled with aggressive demands for a 5% GDP defense spending
allocation, have culminated in milestones like the 2026 Ankara Summit. Europe is now shifting away from total dependence and actively building its own
strategic autonomy.

* Way Forward

* To navigate this period of strategic instability, a balanced, pragmatic, and multi-layered approach is required from all international stakeholders.

* Phased Development of European Strategic Autonomy: European nations must systematically integrate their independent defense procurement
frameworks and joint command structures. This will allow them to build a credible European pillar within the broader trans-Atlantic framework, ensuring
they can stand alone without causing an abrupt, dangerous security vacuum.

* Institutionalization of Comprehensive Burden-Sharing: NATO should move away from arbitrary, ad-hoc GDP defense spending mandates. Instead, it
should codify a sustainable formula that rewards investments in dual-use critical infrastructure, cyber-defense capabilities, and regional stabilization
initiatives alongside traditional hardware procurement.

* Delineation of Geopolitical Mandates: The alliance must formally clarify and reaffirm its region-specific, defensive core mission. By avoiding over-
extended, out-of-area military campaigns in West Asia or the Indo-Pacific, it can prevent internal friction and minimize the risk of global escalations.

» Strategic Diversification for Middle Powers: Emerging global economies, including India, must adapt to this unfolding strategic ambiguity by actively
deepening their independent defense, technological, and diplomatic partnerships with individual European powers, recognizing that a multipolar West offers
a more stable anchor for global governance.
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* Key Terms and Explanations
* Pancasila

* The foundational philosophical theory of the modern Indonesian state. Formulated ahead of independence, it consists of five inseparable and interrelated
principles: monotheism, civilized humanity, national unity, deliberative democracy, and social justice. The first principle, Ketuhanan Yang Maha Esa (Belief in the One
and Only God), establishes a unique constitutional framework that mandates religious belief while attempting to manage a multi-faith society.

* Agama

* The official, state-recognized status of a religion in Indonesia. To qualify as an Agama, a belief system historically had to satisfy rigid bureaucratic and theological
criteria: it must be strictly monotheistic, possess a codified holy scripture, and be founded by a prophet. This status grants a community legal recognition, civil rights,
and state protection.

* Sang Hyang Widhi Wasa

* The supreme, all-encompassing deity concept formalized by Indonesian Hindu reformers. Translated roughly as the "All-Powerful Divine Order" or "Supreme Lord,"
this concept was elevated to reframe the traditionally pluralistic and polytheistic elements of Hinduism into a single, supreme monotheistic ultimate reality, satisfying
state requirements.

*  Trimurti

* The triad of supreme divinity in Hinduism consisting of Brahma (the Creator), Vishnu (the Preserver), and Shiva (the Destroyer). In the Indonesian theological
adaptation, these three primary deities are not viewed as separate entities but are structurally reinterpreted as the functional manifestations of the single supreme
godhead, Sang Hyang Widhi Wasa.

* Acintya

* A Sanskrit-derived philosophical concept meaning "the Inconceivable" or "He who cannot be imagined." Representing the absolute, formless, -
metaphysical reality (Brahman), it provided the essential theological foundation for reformers to argue that Hinduism possesses a singular, tra e core
comparable to Abrahamic monotheism.

* Parisada Hindu Dharma Indonesia (PHDI)

* The apex religious council governing Hinduism in Indonesia. Founded in Bali in 1959, this institution was instrumental in organizi s reforms, codifying
texts, and successfully negotiating with the Ministry of Religion to secure constitutional rights and legal recognition for the Hindu n.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Paradox of Monotheism and Religious Freedom

* A central challenge in governance is the structural tension within legal systems between mandatory monotheism and the constitutional guarantee of religious
freedom. In systems where national identity is deeply intertwined with religious adherence, civic life—including national identity cards, marriage registration, birth
certification, and civil service promotions—is tied directly to a citizen's declared state-sanctioned faith. This creates an existential dilemma for traditions that do not
naturally fit classical monotheistic definitions.

* Institutional Exclusion and Theological Adaptation

*  When modern states establish rigid criteria for religious legitimacy—such as requiring a singular text, a prophet, and strict monotheism—indigenous and pluralistic
traditions face systemic exclusion. The initial denial of official religious status to Hinduism in the mid-20th century forced intellectual and religious leaders to engage in
deliberate theological restructuring. By anchoring their practice to the abstract philosophical concept of the formless ultimate reality (Brahman), reformers
successfully presented a richly varied tradition as a monotheistic faith.

* The Mechanism of the "Legal Shelter"

* Once a complex tradition adapts and achieves formal state recognition, it can serve as a vital institutional and legal umbrella for other marginalized, non-
Abrahamic indigenous groups. Across diverse archipelagos, various communities have deliberately adopted the recognized Hindu nomenclature as a legal shelter. This
administrative alignment allows them to secure vital civic rights while preserving their localized, pre-historic rituals, ancestor worship, and distinct cultural identities
underneath the official state-approved framework.

* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Ancient Civilizational Confluence (4th—15th Century)

* The transmission of Indian religious, linguistic, and philosophical ideas across maritime Southeast Asia established deep civilizational roots. This era witnessed the
flowering of powerful Hindu-Buddhist kingdoms, such as the Srivijaya and Majapahit empires. A crowning architectural manifestation of this synthesis is the 9th-
century Prambanan Temple complex near Yogyakarta—the largest Hindu temple site in Indonesia dedicated to the Trimurti—signifying the deep historical integration
of Vedic traditions with local Austronesian culture.

* Post-Independence and the Constitutional Mandate (1945-1952)

* Following Indonesia's independence in 1945, the state adopted Pancasila as its guiding ideology. In 1952, the Indonesian Ministry of Religion formalized strict
criteria for state-recognized religions, requiring a singular god, a prophet, and a holy book. Under these rigid parameters, Hinduism was officially denied recognition,
creating a legal and political crisis for the millions of citizens who practiced localized variants of the faith.

* The Reformist Mobilization and Recognition (1959-1965)

* Inresponse to marginalization, Balinese intellectuals and religious leaders formed the Parisada Hindu Dharma Bali in 1959. They systematically codified rituals,
emphasized monistic philosophical texts, and elevated Sang Hyang Widhi Wasa as the definitive monotheistic deity. This successful theological engineering led the
state to grant official Agama recognition to Hinduism in 1962, a status further solidified under a 1965 state decree recognizing six official religions.

* Contemporary Civilizational Diplomacy (Present Day)

* Inthe modern era, this unique historical synthesis has evolved into a vital pillar of soft-power diplomacy and strategic international relations. High-level bilateral
visits to ancient monuments like the Prambanan Temple highlight the enduring cultural bonds between India and Southeast Asia. These shared civilizational links
serve as a natural foundation for modern economic, political, and maritime security partnerships in the Indo-Pacific region.



* Way Forward
* Institutionalizing Civilizational Diplomacy

* India and its Southeast Asian partners should transition their shared cultural
heritage from symbolic bilateral visits into structured, institutional frameworks.
This can be achieved by launching joint academic research centers, funding
regular Sanskritized and Austronesian linguistic studies, and establishing Track
1.5 and Track 2 dialogue platforms focused entirely on civilizational diplomacy.
This approach will translate historical goodwill into modern strategic alignment.

* Expanding Inclusive Governance Frameworks

* For states managing deep internal diversity, legal frameworks should evolve
toward more inclusive interpretations of state-guaranteed philosophical
guidelines. Expanding legal definitions to recognize localized, micro-indigenous
belief systems—without forcing them into rigid, mainstream doctrinal
categories—will strengthen social harmony and protect fragile cultural
ecosystems from administrative erosion.

* Joint Heritage Conservation and Economic Ecosystems

* Bilateral partnerships should prioritize joint archaeological conservation,
digital preservation, and sustainable tourism management. Collaborative
initiatives between organizations like the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
and international heritage bodies at sites such as the Prambanan Temple, can
create a shared blueprint for monument conservation. This will not only
preserve historic architecture but also generate robust, sustainable tourism
economies that benefit local communities.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Qubit (Quantum Bit): Unlike a classical bit, which is binary and can only exist as a 0 or a 1, a qubit leverages the principles of quantum mechanics to exist in a state of
superposition (both 0 and 1 simultaneously) and entanglement (where the state of one qubit instantaneously influences another).

* Quantum Advantage: This milestone is reached when a quantum computing system solves a genuine, real-world problem significantly faster than the world’s most advanced
classical supercomputers. It is distinct from "Quantum Supremacy," which often solves abstract, contrived mathematical puzzles with no practical utility.

* Quantum Advantage Tracker (QAT): A global, rigorous peer-review benchmarking system launched by a consortium including IBM and the Flatiron Institute. It acts as a
scientific ledger that verifies quantum claims, ensuring that a quantum solution remains labeled as 'active' and has not been outpaced or "superseded" by a newly optimized
classical algorithm.

* Quarks and Gluons: The fundamental building blocks of nuclear matter. Quarks are elementary particles that combine to form hadrons, such as protons and neutrons. Gluons
act as the exchange particles (or gauge bosons) that mediate the strong nuclear force, effectively "gluing" quarks together.

* Strong Nuclear Force: One of the four fundamental forces of nature (alongside gravity, electromagnetism, and the weak force). It operates at subatomic distances to bind
quarks within protons and neutrons. It is exponentially difficult to simulate classically due to the intense, non-linear interactions between particles.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core discourse surrounding the evolution of advanced computing centers on a fascinating paradox: quantum machines are fundamentally misunderstood by the public as
mere "faster versions" of classical supercomputers.

* The Architectural Paradox

* Quantum computers are notoriously inefficient at basic arithmetic. A simple digital calculator can add large strings of numbers instantaneously, whereas a quantum processor
struggles with such linear tasks. However, when it comes to simulating highly complex, interacting quantum systems where every particle mutually influences every other particle
in real time, classical supercomputers run into a computational brick wall. This is where quantum algorithms find their true purpose.

* Real-World Utility vs. Contrived Milestones

* The trajectory of quantum computing research has shifted from theoretical posturing to functional utility. In 2019, early global milestones claimed "quantum supremacy" by
performing calculations in minutes that would take classical systems millennia. However, those tasks were highly contrived and engineered specifically to suit quantum hardware,
carrying little practical relevance. The contemporary focus is on solving useful physics problems—such as tracing how subatomic particles evolve frame-by-frame—which offers
genuine scientific value.

* The Algorithm-Hardware Interplay

* Acritical bottleneck in modern deep-tech development is the false assumption that building larger hardware is the sole pathway to progress. As demonstrated by recent
research from Indian premier institutes, sophisticated algorithm design is equally vital. By stripping away mathematical redundancies and deploying novel encoding alongside
noise-mitigation techniques, scientists successfully simulated subatomic particle behavior on 120 qubits of an external processor. The resulting calculation took a mere 20
seconds, a feat that would demand two hours from a classical machine. This proves that smart software can extract monumental performance from existing, noisy quantum
hardware.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

» The Theoretical Genesis (1980s): The foundational logic was laid by physicist Richard Feynman, who posited that because nature is inherently quantum-
mechanical, classical binary systems would always hit an exponential wall when trying to simulate it. He suggested that only a machine operating on
guantum principles could model the natural world.

* The NISQ Era (2010s): The global scientific community entered the Noisy Intermediate-Scale Quantum (NISQ) era. Tech conglomerates began building
physical quantum processors. These machines, while functional, lacked error-correction capabilities and were highly sensitive to environmental disturbance
(noise).

* The Supremacy Landmark (2019): A major psychological threshold was crossed when Google's Sycamore processor completed a specialized task in 200
seconds that was estimated to take a supercomputer 10,000 years. This ignited a global space-race style competition in quantum infrastructure, though
critics noted the task lacked real-world application.

* India’s Policy Institutionalization (2023): Recognizing the strategic imperative, the Union Cabinet of India approved the National Quantum Mission
(NQM) with a financial outlay of X6,003 crore. This shifted India from isolated academic research to an organized, state-backed ecosystem focused on
developing quantum computing, communication, sensing, and materials.

* The Validation and Verification Era (Present): The establishment of platforms like the Quantum Advantage Tracker introduced a peer-reviewed ledger to
audit quantum claims. It was under this strict verification regime that Indian scientists secured their first 'active' quantum advantage status, proving that
domestic algorithmic innovation could lead global computational physics.

* Way Forward

* Bridging the Hardware Chasm

* India possesses elite intellectual capital in algorithm design, but relies heavily on foreign cloud-based hardware. The National Quantum Mission must
aggressively fund domestic fabrication facilities, cleanrooms, and cryogenic testing centers to build indigenous quantum processors. Software cannot run in a
vacuum; physical sovereignty over hardware is non-negotiable.

* Cultivating the Triple Helix Model

* There is a vital need to foster closer collaboration between academia (institutions like BITS Pilani), state-backed hubs (such as the computing centers in
Bengaluru), and private deep-tech startups.

* This triple-helix model will ensure that theoretical algorithms are seamlessly transitioned into commercialized tools for pharmaceutical discovery and
material sciences.

* Designing Post-Quantum Cryptographic Defenses

* As quantum systems scale toward a thousand qubits and beyond, existing national security encryptions will become obsolete. The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY) must run a parallel track to mandate and deploy quantum-resistant algorithms across all critical information
infrastructure, including banking, defense, and power grids.
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Deadly bird virus PaBV-4 identified for first time in India

Rahul Karmakar

A team of scientists has, for
the first time in India, iden-
tified and genetically cha-
racterised a virus that of-
ten causes rapid death in
captive psittacine birds,
raising concerns about the
health of exotic pets and
conservation of threatened
parrot species.

Psittacine, which means
relating to or resembling a
parrot, describes the bird
family Psittacidae and or-
der Psittaciformes, It in-
cludes budgerigars, cocka-
tiels, cockatoos, lovebirds,
macaws, and parakeets.

The team, led by Pankaj
Deka and Sangeeta Das of
the Assam Veterinary and
Fishery University in Gu-
wahati, found and charac-
terised parrot bornavirus 4
(PaBV-4) circulating among
captive psittacine birds in
India. Their study was pu-
blished in  Scientific
Reports.

The other members of
the team represent institu-
tions in Assam and
Gujarat.

They tested 83 psitta-
cine birds from 13 species
in aviaries in Assam, Kar-
nataka, and West Bengal in
2020-2024. The birds in-

cluded the African grey
parrot, ochre-marked pa-
rakeet, yellow-collared ma-
caw, eastern rosella, blue-
crowned hanging parrot,
rainbow lorikeet, and scar-
let-chested parrot.

Three groups

They divided the birds into
three groups: those show-
ing clinical signs of proven-
tricular dilatation disease
(PDD), clinically healthy
cage mates of suspected
cases, and birds that had
died of suspected PDD.
Caused by avian bornavi-
rus, PDD is a largely fatal
viral condition affecting

the digestive and nervous
systems of birds.

“Amongst the avian bor-
naviruses discovered,
PaBV belonging to species
Orthobornavirus alphap-
sittaciforme possess the
highest veterinary rele-
vance and are considered
to be a major threat to psit-
tacine aviculture,” the re-
searchers said.

“Since the discovery of
PaBV in psittacine birds
suffering from PDD in
2008, PaBV infections
have been  reported
worldwide.”

Upon testing cloacal
swabs from live birds and

brain and proventriculus
tissue in dead ones, the
team found 44 of the 83
birds tested were infected.
Infection was detected in
almost 88% of the dead
birds and 19% of the appa-
rently healthy cage mates,
underlining how the virus
can lurk without showing
outward symptoms. The
infected birds belonged to
nine species whose conser-
vation status ranged from
near-threatened to
endangered.

Potential risk
The scientists also found
that brain tissue and cloa-

cal swabs vielded higher
detection rates in dead and
live birds, respectively. Ge-
netic analysis confirmed all
positive samples had
PaBV-4, a strain previously
reported in Canada, Israel,
Japan, South Korea, and
the U.S.

The team found no pat-
terns linking genetic clus-
ters to host species, geog-
raphy or timing.
Suggesting this may reflect
the global trade in psitta-
cine birds, the researchers
said their findings high-
light risks to conservation
based on breeding captive
birds.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Psittacine Birds: This term refers explicitly to birds belonging to the order Psittaciformes and the family Psittacidae. Commonly known as the parrot family, this
diverse group includes budgerigars, cockatiels, cockatoos, lovebirds, macaws, and parakeets.

* Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4): A highly lethal, neurotropic virus belonging to the species Orthobornavirus alphasittaciforme. It is recognized as a pathogen of
significant veterinary relevance globally due to its rapid transmission and high mortality rates in captive avian populations.

* Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD): A fatal viral condition caused by avian bornaviruses. It primarily attacks the digestive and central nervous systems of the
bird. Specifically, it leads to the stretching and inflammation of the proventriculus (the bird's fore-stomach), preventing proper digestion and causing wasting,
neurological signs, and eventual death.

* Asymptomatic / Latent Infection: A state where a host carries and sheds a pathogen without demonstrating outward clinical symptoms. For instance, testing
reveals that nearly 19% of apparently healthy cage mates carry PaBV-4, turning them into silent vectors within aviaries.

* Auviculture: The practice of breeding, rearing, and caring for companion birds in captive environments, ranging from private hobbyist collections to large-scale
commercial aviaries.

* Exotic Pet Trade: The international commercial network involving the capture, breeding, and sale of non-native wildlife. As seen with the global spread of PaBV-4,
this trade operates across fluid networks, bypassing conventional geographic boundaries.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis surrounding this development revolves around the hidden biosecurity vulnerabilities within domestic aviculture. The cross-country mapping of this
pathogen provides concrete evidence of how deeply integrated international wildlife trade routes have become.

* The Scale of Domestic Penetration

* Comprehensive screenings conducted between 2020 and 2024 across aviaries in Assam, Karnataka, and West Bengal confirmed the active circulation of PaBV-4.
The data reveals an alarming epidemiological footprint: out of 83 birds tested across 13 distinct species, 44 were found positive. This indicates that the virus is no
longer an isolated overseas threat but an active domestic reality.

* High Mortality and Silent Transmission

* The diagnostic data highlights a dual threat: an exceptionally high mortality rate combined with high latency. The pathogen was detected in approximately 88% of
birds that died showing symptoms of Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD). Concurrently, it was found in 19% of entirely asymptomatic cage mates, proving that
visual health screenings are fundamentally inadequate for containment.

* The Borderless Nature of the Pathogen

* Genetic analysis of the Indian strains confirmed complete alignment with PaBV-4 variants previously documented in Canada, Israel, Japan, South Korea, and the
United States. The absolute lack of distinct genetic clustering based on host species, geography, or timeline serves as definitive evidence that the virus is distributed
via unregulated or poorly monitored global trade pipelines rather than natural evolutionary divergence.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Pre-Independence and Early Era: Wildlife management and veterinary sciences in India were historically siloed. Veterinary focus was almost entirely
consumer-centric, focusing on livestock and domestic poultry (e.g., Ranikhet disease), while wildlife frameworks ignored exotic companion birds.

* The 1972 Framework: The enactment of the Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972, established rigorous protection for indigenous avian species. However, it left a
massive legal vacuum regarding the possession, breeding, and health monitoring of non-native exotic birds.

* The 2008 Global Breakthrough: Globally, the year 2008 marked a milestone when researchers identified parrot bornavirus as the causative agent behind the
mysterious Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD) that had baffled aviculturists since the 1970s.

* The 2022 Legislative Shift: India closed a major legislative loophole by amending the WPA in 2022, introducing Chapter VB to regulate the trade and possession of
CITES-listed exotic specimens via digital platforms like the PARIVESH portal.

* The Present Discovery: The definitive identification and genetic characterization of PaBV-4 by collaborative veterinary teams in Assam and Gujarat represents the
latest milestone, confirming that global avian pathogens are actively breaching domestic biosecurity barriers.

* Way Forward
* Implementing Mandatory Diagnostic Quarantine

* India's border control and quarantine protocols must expand beyond standard physical inspections. The government should establish mandatory molecular
screening (via PCR testing) for all imported psittacine birds at major international entry points. Given that up to 19% of infected birds can be asymptomatic carriers,
negative test results for PaBV-4 must become a mandatory requirement for import clearance.

* Upgrading the PARIVESH Portal for Health Tracking

* The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change should upgrade the PARIVESH portal's exotic species registration system. Pet owners and commercial
aviculturists should be required to upload certified veterinary health clearings and report sudden avian deaths, creating a transparent, real-time national database for
tracking potential outbreaks.

* Strengthening Regional Diagnostic Networks

* Building on the successful collaboration between veterinary institutes in Assam and Gujarat, India should establish specialized regional avian diagnostic labs.
Funding these facilities will allow for routine pathogen mapping and genetic sequencing, enabling early detection before localized infections spread nationwide.

* Standardizing Avicultural Biosecurity Guidelines

* The Animal Welfare Board of India, in coordination with wildlife biologists, should issue clear biosecurity protocols for private and commercial aviaries. These
guidelines should mandate specific cage densities, regular sanitization procedures, and strict isolation protocols for newly acquired birds to minimize the risk of
transmission.
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Navy commissions stealth frigate INS Mahendragiri

V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

The Indian Navy commis-
sioned the sixth advanced
P17A-class stealth frigate
‘INS Mahendragiri’ in Vi-
sakhapatnam on Saturday.

The commissioning ce-
remony, held at the East-
ern Naval Command (ENC)
headquarters, in the pre-
sence of Union Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath  Singh,
marked a significant leap
in India’s capacity to de-
sign, construct, and deploy
state-of-the-art naval plat-
forms independently.

Named after the majes-
tic mountain range in the

Eastern Ghats, the vessel
symbolises the resilience
and indomitable resolve of
the Indian armed forces.
Its induction into the Navy
is viewed as a cornerstone
of the ‘Atmanirbhar Bha-
rat’ initiative, reflecting the
country’s shift from an im-
porter of military hard-
ware to a global hub for so-
phisticated warship
manufacturing.

An advanced stealth fri-
gate, INS Mahendragiri is
equipped with cutting-
edge technology that plac-
es it among the most for-
midable assets in the In-
dian Navy’s fleet. The
vessel features a sophisti-

INS Mahendragiri heading towards Visakhapatnam coast for its
official inauguration. SPECIAL ARRANGMENT

cated Combined Diesel or
Gas (CODOG) propulsion
system, an Integrated Plat-
form Management System

(IPMS), and an array of in-
digenous combat systems
designed for high-intensity
naval warfare.

Mr. Singh underscored
the balance between em-
bracing next-generation
technology and maintain-
ing robust conventional
military power. While ack-
nowledging the transfor-
mative impact of drones,
artificial intelligence, cyber
warfare, and hypersonic
weapons, he emphasised
that the bedrock of nation-
al security remains the re-
solve and expertise of
trained soldiers.

“Future wars may be
fought with Al, but they
will still be won by national
resolve, trained soldiers,
and credible military pow-
er,” Mr. Singh remarked.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Project 17A (Alpha) Frigates: This is a follow-on program to the Project 17 Shivalik-class frigates of the Indian Navy. These warships are built with improved stealth
features, advanced weapons, sensor suites, and platform management systems. They represent the cutting edge of India's indigenous line-of-battle surface
combatants.

» Stealth Technology (Radar Cross-Section Reduction): A design methodology aimed at making a vessel difficult to detect by enemy radar, infrared, sonar, and visual
systems. This is achieved by angling the ship’s superstructure, using radar-absorbent paint, and suppressing the thermal signature of the exhaust. For instance, a
stealth frigate can appear on enemy radar as a small fishing boat rather than a major multi-role warship.

* CODOG (Combined Diesel or Gas) Propulsion: An efficient propulsion system that utilizes two distinct types of engines. For normal, fuel-efficient cruising speeds,
diesel engines are engaged. When high-speed dashes or tactical maneuvering are required, high-power gas turbines take over. This ensures an optimal balance
between operational range and combat speed.

* Integrated Platform Management System (IPMS): A highly sophisticated, computerized system that controls and monitors a ship’s marine propulsion, electrical
power generation, damage control mechanisms, and auxiliary machinery. It reduces the manual crew requirement and enables real-time response to battle damage.

* Atmanirbhar Bharat in Defence: A strategic state policy aimed at achieving absolute self-reliance in military hardware manufacturing. The objective is to eliminate
vulnerabilities within global supply chains, secure strategic autonomy, and transition India from being one of the world's largest defense importers to a prominent
exporter of advanced defense systems.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core discourse surrounding modern naval modernization revolves around two interlocking narratives: industrial self-reliance and the evolving philosophy of
warfare.

* The Self-Reliance and Import Substitution Thesis

* The primary argument put forth by strategic planners is that true geopolitical sovereignty cannot exist without defense indigenization. The construction and
commissioning of advanced platforms like INS Mahendragiri independently by Indian shipyards prove that the domestic industry can handle complex engineering
systems. This shifts the national economic profile from a consumer of global military hardware to a creator of high-technology maritime assets.

* The High-Tech vs. Human Resource Paradox
* An essential sub-argument addresses the conceptual conflict between next-generation technological automation and traditional military ca

* The Pro-Technology Stance: The modern battlespace is increasingly dominated by artificial intelligence (Al), unmanned aerial vehicles | r warfare, and
hypersonic weaponry. These technologies compress the decision-making cycle, making automated systems indispensable.

* The Conventional Human Bedrock: Despite the rise of automated algorithms and long-range precision strikes, the ultimate outco iflict depends on
national resolve and trained soldiers. Technology acts as a force multiplier, but it cannot replace human judgment, adaptability, anc 1gness of personnel to

hold the line under high-intensity conditions.



* Historical Evolution of India's Naval Indigenization
* Phase I: The Post-Independence Transition (1947-1960s)

* Atindependence, India inherited a modest combat fleet consisting primarily of old British vessels. The early focus was on establishing basic operational doctrine.
Realizing the vulnerability of relying entirely on foreign yards, the Indian Navy took a visionary step in the 1960s by setting up an internal Directorate of Naval Design
(DND). This institutionalized the practice of designing warships indigenously.

* Phase ll: The Genesis of Domestic Shipbuilding (1970s-1990s)

* The commissioning of INS Nilgiri in 1972 (a Leander-class frigate built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited) marked India's entry into complex warship
construction. This era saw the expansion of Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) shipyards, including MDL and Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE). This period
was characterized by the integration of Soviet weapons onto Western-designed hulls, building valuable systems integration experience.

* Phase lll: The Stealth and Blue-Water Era (2000s—Present)

* The turn of the century saw the launch of Project 17 (Shivalik-class), India's first class of warships featuring stealth characteristics. This paved the way for Project
17A. Major milestones in this current phase include the commissioning of the indigenous aircraft carrier INS Vikrant and the deployment of indigenous nuclear
ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs) like the Arihant-class. Today, the focus has shifted toward 100% indigenization in the 'Float' and 'Move' categories, while rapidly
closing the gap in the high-tech 'Fight' category.

* Way Forward

* Overhauling the R&D Innovation Ecosystem

* India needs to increase its gross expenditure on defense research and development, particularly by encouraging partnerships between the Defense Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), academia, and private deep-tech startups. Introducing production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes specifically for marine
propulsion systems and advanced sonar technologies can help close remaining gaps in critical components.

* Modernizing Shipyard Infrastructure

* Public sector shipyards need continuous infrastructure updates, including the adoption of modular construction techniques and integrated digital twinning. This
will significantly reduce the time it takes to build a ship from keel-laying to commissioning, bringing Indian shipyard timelines closer to global standards seen in South
Korea or Japan.

¢ Comprehensive Human-Machine Integration Training

* As warships become complex nodes within network-centric warfare environments, naval training institutions must update their curricula. Training must focus
heavily on electronic warfare, cyber defense, and managing Al-driven decision-making systems. This ensures that operators can seamlessly integrate with automated
platforms while maintaining their core tactical instincts.

* Enhancing Maritime Defense Diplomacy

* India should leverage its growing shipbuilding capabilities to export smaller corvettes, fast patrol vessels, and offshore patrol vessels to friendly nations in East
Africa, South Asia, and Southeast Asia. This will boost domestic manufacturing scale, generate foreign exchange, and strengthen India’s role as an anchor of stability
throughout the wider Indo-Pacific region.
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One-fourth of India’s monsoon rain
evaporates mid-air, says new study

Rescarchers at IIMTM Pune say rate of evaportion meay vary sharply across reggons: this is the first observational estimate
of rindrop evaporation over Indiz; it will help scentists refine climate models and better understand the monsoon

Jacob Keshy

NEW DELH)

carly a quarter of
N the rain that falls ov-

er the north West-
ern Ghuts during the
SOUTLIYWeSt MONSoon evap-
orates mid-alr, says 2 study
ot of the Invdian Instioge
of Tropical Meteorology
AITM), Pune.

Thiss ks the first time this
fraction has been mea
sured via an experiment in
India, This will help scien
tists refine weather and clf
mate models and better
understand the monsoon,
an  accompanying press
staterment noted,

Researchers at the 1ITM,
Pune, computed that on
average, about 25% of the
rain mass evaporates; the
actual amourst varies from
day to day and range from
A%-61%, over the four mson-
soon months of June to
September

“This is the first obser-
vational estinsate of rain
drop evaporation over the
Western Ghats, and the
techekque can be used ov
er whole of Indka,” the stu-
dy's corresponding axshoe,
Saikat Sergupta, told The

Meoisture in the alr: Lan clouds loom over 2 large smathe of forent

Covering the Western Ghat mourdam in Kerala M

Hindu in a phone conversa
ton. The work was pu
blished in the peerre
viewed Journal
Atmaspheric Chemistry and
Plysics

The Pune result Is the
first step in a wider effort
80 AP 1he Process across
India, where Mr. Semgpupta
expects it to vary sharply
with temperature and bu-
midity, from arkd Rajas-
than w0 the rainscaked
cst. The IITM already
ns 4 ralnwater-isotope
network of nine sites -
from the Himalaya 1o the
north-east and Port Blair -

where the sampling s go-
ng on for a decade,

Crucial

The evaporation rate mea
surements are not merely
an  academic  exercise.
When a nindrop evapo-
rates an its way down, ot
absogbs heat from the sur-
rounding air, cooling the
sub-cloud layer, feeding
downdeafts and creating
cold poots of alr 2 the sur
e,

This reshapes the very
convection that generates
the mext burst of rain. Itis a
process that cimate and

momsoon  models  have
long struggled to capture.
Getlingg it wrong skews
their raimfall prediction
and associated atmospiver-
K cooling and stormtrig
gering potential,

The radn mass loss of
roughly cne-quarter sits o
the lower end of ghobul es
timates elsenhere. Savellite
data based measurements
put evaporation at the
Tropics near 200%; over Zur-
kh It was about $0% and
near  Barbados,  roughly
605, This Is because of
Barbados's smaller drops
and drier air; evaporation
eliminates the small drops
of light rain and barely
touches the lange drops of
an interse downpour,

To calculate the evapo-
ration rate, Mr. Sesgupta
and his colleagues utilised
the fact that most sub
stances huve differest com
binations  of  isotopic
atoms. Most water, for ex-
ample, Is ordinary H:0, but
a small fraction carries a
‘heavier  sotope”  (mwore
neutroes), a beavy oxygen
or a heavy hydrogen,
These heavier molecules
are mangnally more slug
gsh, so when a drop evap

oraes, the ligheer mode
culles escape preferentially,
leaving the surviving drop
enriched In heavy isor
topes. Rain that evaporat
ed less keeps a lighter sig
nature; in contrast, rain
that evapocated more car-
ries a beinder composition

During the 2019 mon
soon, the team collected
raleywater aox] atmospheric
vapour at groend level in
Puse, read their isotope 1
tlos on a laser spectrome
ter, and fed the resuks into
2 one dimensional Below
Cloud Interaction Model
that tracks a single drop
falling from cload base to
the grousd. Collecting the
vapour Is challenging -
ecach sample took six to se-
ven hours to trap by freez
ing atmospheric moisture
The group has begun ac-
quiring portable analysers
that read vapour isotopes
in real time, 1o be stationed
arouex] the country.

Msr. Sengupta under-
lined that the results point
10 a way to lmprove how
weather and climate mo-
dels represent rainfall,

He noted that quantita-
tive estimates ol evapora-
tion are rare for India,




* Key Terms and Explanations
* Sub-Cloud Raindrop Evaporation

* This refers to the physical phenomenon where raindrops falling from the base of a cloud evaporate into the
unsaturated layer of air before they can strike the Earth's surface.

* Rainwater-Isotope Network

* An observational infrastructure consisting of specialized monitoring stations deployed across diverse geographic
terrains to track the unique isotopic signatures of water molecules in precipitation. By analyzing these signatures over
time, scientists map the historical and spatial journeys of air masses and water vapor tracks.

* Isotopic Fingerprinting (Heavy Isotopes in Water)

* Most water molecules are composed of ordinary hydrogen and oxygen (H,0). However, a tiny fraction contains
heavier isotopes, such as deuterium (?H) or oxygen-18 (180), which possess extra neutrons.

« Mechanics: During evaporation, lighter water molecules (*H and °0) escape into vapor form more readily because
they are more agile. This leaves the remaining unevaporated raindrop progressively enriched with heavier isotopes.
Measuring this ratio tells scientists exactly how much evaporation a raindrop underwent during its descent.

* Below-Cloud Interaction Model

* A specialized, one-dimensional mathematical and physical simulation used by meteorologists. It tracks the
thermodynamic and physical transitions of an individual raindrop as it travels from the ambient atmosphere at the cloud
base down to the surface, accounting for variables like local humidity, temperature, and droplet size.

* Convective Feedback Loops

* An atmospheric cycle where a change in one physical parameter triggers a chain reaction that modifies the original
phenomenon. When falling rain evaporates mid-air, it absorbs latent heat from the surrounding atmosphere, cooling it
down. This chilled, dense air rushes downward to create surface "cold pools" and downdrafts, which subsequently alter
how the next wave of warm, moist air rises (convection), directly influencing the lifecycle of subsequent rainstorms.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The One-Fourth Precipitation Loss

* The foundational insight of recent observational research in the northern Western Ghats reveals
that approximately 25% of the total water mass falling as rain during the critical Southwest Monsoon
evaporates entirely mid-air. This means that a substantial portion of the moisture transported across
the oceans does not directly feed the immediate surface hydrological systems upon its first descent.

* Extreme Daily Volatility

* This mid-air evaporation rate is far from static. It exhibits extreme localized fluctuations on a day-
to-day basis, swinging dynamically from a negligible 4% to an astonishing 61% over the four-month
monsoon cycle (June to September). These variations are closely linked to immediate atmospheric
conditions:

* The Scale Effect: Light, mist-like rains featuring smaller droplet sizes suffer near-total elimination
through evaporation in dry sub-cloud air layers.

* The Downpour Effect: Heavy, intense downpours with large, fast-falling droplets cut through the
sub-cloud layer with minimal mass loss.

* The Thermodynamic Cooling Engine

* The mid-air evaporation process acts as an atmospheric air conditioner. As liquid water transitions
back to vapor, it absorbs latent heat from the surrounding air column. This creates localized pockets of
chilled, dense air that plunge toward the ground as powerful downdrafts. These cold pools alter
surface wind dynamics and restructure the thermal properties of the lower atmosphere, dictates
where and when the next convective cloud cells will burst.

* Re-benchmarking Global and Regional Climate Models

* Historically, climate and weather forecasting models have struggled to accurately simulate the
behavior of the Indian Monsoon, frequently leading to skewed rainfall predictions. Integrating direct,
ground-truth isotopic observations allows scientists to move past theoretical guesswork. Interestingly,
India’s average 25% mid-air evaporation loss sits at the lower end of global tropical environments—
compared to around 20% across the broader tropics, 40% over inland Europe (Zurich), and nearly 60%
in drier oceanic environments like Barbados. This underscores the unique atmospheric behavior
dictated by the Indian subcontinent’s topography.




* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The Empirical and Statistical Era (Late 19th Century to Mid-20th Century)

* Early attempts to understand and forecast the Indian Monsoon, spearheaded by pioneers like H.F. Blanford and Sir
Gilbert Walker, relied heavily on surface-level statistical correlations. Forecasters looked at distant indicators like
Eurasian snow cover and global atmospheric pressure shifts (the Southern Oscillation). During this era, the atmosphere
between the cloud base and the ground was treated as a simplified, unmonitored pathway, with little regard for the
microphysical changes happening to falling rain.

* The Radiosonde and Upper-Air Upper-Atmospheric Era (1950s-1880s)

* The introduction of regular weather balloons (radiosondes) allowed meteorologists to measure temperature,
humidity, and pressure at various altitudes. While this provided the first clear vertical profiles of the troposphere, the
actual interaction between falling raindrops and the air layers beneath the cloud remained largely theoretical,
constrained by a lack of direct observational tools.

* The Satellite and Space-Based Remote Sensing Era (1990s—2000s)

* With the launch of advanced meteorological satellites, scientists gained the ability to estimate broad, macro-level
evaporation rates across the global tropics. However, space-borne sensors faced limitations when peering through
thick, moisture-laden monsoon cloud decks. They could offer sweeping global averages (such as the general 20%
tropical baseline) but were unable to capture the highly localized, daily variations taking place under the clouds of
specific terrains like the Western Ghats.

* The National Monsoon Mission and Dynamical Modeling (2010s)

* India shifted its focus toward advanced, physics-based numerical and dynamical weather models through the
National Monsoon Mission. While these high-performance computing models dramatically improved seasonal and
deterministic forecasts, they frequently hit a wall in accuracy. This was primarily because they lacked real-world,
localized data regarding how much falling rain was lost to evaporation before hitting the ground.

* The Isotopic and Microphysical Observation Era (Present Day)

* The current era is defined by a shift toward high-precision field physics. By establishing multi-site rainwater-isotope
networks across diverse ecological zones—spanning from the high-altitude Himalayas to the coastal Western Ghats
and the remote Bay of Bengal—scientists can now use laser spectrometers to track the water cycle at a molecular
level. This field-validated data bridges the final gap in understanding sub-cloud raindrop microphysics, transforming
how we model and predict monsoon behavior.



*  Way Forward
* Expanding the National Isotope Observation Footprint

* The current network of nine isotope tracking sites should be systematically expanded into a comprehensive national grid. Priority
should be given to establishing stations across vulnerable agro-climatic zones, such as the semi-arid tracts of Central India, the rain-
shadow regions of the Deccan Plateau, and the rapidly shifting ecosystem of the Northeast.

* Direct Integration into Operational Weather Models

* The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) and allied research bodies should actively incorporate these newly discovered sub-cloud
evaporation percentages into their operational, high-resolution dynamical forecasting systems. Replacing generalized assumptions with
real-world, region-specific evaporation data will significantly improve the accuracy of short- and medium-range rainfall predictions.

* Decentralizing Advanced Weather Technology

* Investing in portable, real-time laser spectrometers will allow regional agricultural universities and state disaster management centers
to gather localized atmospheric data. This equipment can help build a bottom-up network of weather observations, making high-precision
science accessible at the community level.

* Developing Climate-Resilient Agricultural Advisories

* Agricultural extension services should use these refined water-yield forecasts to update their localized crop advisories. Providing
farmers with precise insights into actual expected soil moisture—rather than just general cloud-cover predictions—will help them make
more informed decisions regarding seed selection, irrigation scheduling, and crop choice, ultimately reducing their vulnerability to
weather fluctuations.
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