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Behind Venezuela’s quake devastation: Rare ‘seismic doublet’, vulnerable location

Anagha Jayakumar
4§'rwb¢‘!hf. J“ﬁ”‘i

THE TWIN earthquakes near Venezuela
capital Caracas are fearecito have killkedtens
of thousands, The first quake, with amag-
nitude of 7.2, hitabout 160 kmwest of Cara-
cas late on Wednesday night, Just 39 sec-
onds kter, itwas followed by amagnitude
Z5quakes, The US Genlogical Survey (USGS)
described the disaster as a "seismic
doublet”, The second quake wasthe lagest
to strike Venezuclaorjust of fitscoast since
1900, according tothe USGS.

The agency's preliminary desthtoll es-
timate ranges [rom 10,000 to 100000, Of
ficials wamed thiscouldbecomeoneol the
couuntry’s deadliest natural disasters,

What do we know about the guakes?

The firsteanthquakestruckabout 24 km
from San Pdipe in Yaracuy state. The sec-
ond hit near Morin inneighbouring Cara-
babo state, about 168 km west of Caracas,
according to the USGS.

The shocks from the disaster were fek
as far away asneighbouring Colombia wih
residents in the crpital, Bogotd, reporting

feeling the tremors, Associated Press also
reported that buildings were evacuated in
Manaus, Belem and Macapa in Brazil’s
Amuazon region. Venezuela President Dedcy
Rodriguezsaid theworst-affected areasin-
duded Caracasand the north-central states
of Miranda, La Guaira, Argua, Carabobo
and Faledn. Despite the widespread dam-
age, Venezuela's oil infrastructure did not
appearto be atfected, acoording to Rewters,

Why wasitcalled a doublet?

Given that both carthguakes oocurred
withinashorttime and distance fromeach
other, the USGS classified the event asa
doublet. Inatypical sequence, the larger
quake is followed by 2 series of smaller
aftershocks, Doublets, however, are gen-
crally defined as earthquakes of similar
magnitude thar criginate from distinetbut
dosely related ruptures and occur inquick
SUCCSssOon.

What caused the carthquakes?
Venezuela slts inone of the most sels-
mically active regions in northemn South
America, along the beundary between the
Caribbean and South American tectonic

« What is afault?

Afaultis afracture or zon2 of fracturas between two blocks of
rock. When thase blocks move rapidly. they cause guakas,

Some other types of faults

WHAT HAPPENED
INVENEZUELA?

Normal fault:

The block sbove

STRIKE-SLIP FAULT:
Two blocks siide pastone another

thefault moves
dowrward relative
10 the block beow.

. Reverse fault:
Upper blodk, abave
thefault plare.
moves ug and over
thalowar block

plates. These two plates can stide horizon-
tally past ecachother along faults, in aphe-
nomenoncalledastrike-slip Gult, causing
earthquakes.

The country has witnessed about a
thousand earthquakes of magnitude 4.0
and higheroverthe past decade.

According tothe USGS, Wednesday
night’s second, stronger earthgquake re-

sulted from shallow strike-slip faulting
near the boundary benweenthe twoplates

The USGS dassifiad the magninsde 72
earthquake as a foreshock, or a smaller
carthquake that occurs before alargerone,
and the magnitwde 7.5 event as the maln-
shock, thelangest canthquake in a sequence.
The agency said the sequence "likely indl-
cates a complex nuplure interaction pro-

cess” that formed aseismic doublet. The
USGS said quakesofthissize should not be
viewed asasingle polnt ona mapbutasthe
ruptureola mmsch larger section of Bl

Why werethey so destructive?

The mainshock ocourred at a relatively
shallow depth of about 10 km. This meant
that the shockwawves reached the surface
with high intensity, Worsening the situ-
ation wiss the fact that this was a doutier,
cistinct from routine aftershocks

“Aftershocks are Jargely a resulkt of dis-
wrbances orruptures caused by the main
earthquake Sorme s ress isalredy present,
and itis thenamplified by the main earth-
quake, resulting inanother quake. Alter-
shocks are usually one ormore magnitude
smaller than the main carthquake, al-
though these are notvery tight deflnidons,
and have to be assessed on a case-by-case
basis,” Vineet Gehlot, director of Dehra-
dun-based Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology, told The Indian Express,

“Doublets are two Independent events
happeningwithinaveryshortspanof ime,
afew secondsorafew minutes, ormaybea
aouple of hours, They are roughly of the

samemagnitude and happenin close prox-
imity to cach other.” he said.

Doublets can akso be especially destrue-
tive because they profongthe g roaggrouxd
shaking. A 2016 studyin Natwe Goosciance
analysing Pakistan's 1997 Hamai earthquake
found thata secorxi major shock, which
struck 19 seoonds after the first, doubled both
the duration of ground shaking and the area
aflected by the strongest shaking, Thus,
buildings wenkened by the first quake re-
man exposad toanothermajorshockakmost
immediately, increasing the risk of collapse
and complicating rescue efforts,

Have doubletsoccurred inthe past?

® IN2023, a doublet quake struck Tur-
key and Syria, measuring at magnitudes of
78 and 77, These happened just 95 km and
nine hoursapart, affecting 14 million people
and causing widespread dumage.

® IN 2021, amajor doublet-fike event oc-
curred when quakes of magnitudes 8.6 and
82 struck the Indian Ocean, near Malaysia,

® IN1988, a "triplet” — a series of three
carthquakes just half an hour apart from
cach other — occurred InAustralla,

< WITH INPUTS FROM AMITABH SINHA




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Seismic Doublet: Unlike a classic earthquake sequence where a massive mainshock is followed by smaller, decaying aftershocks, a seismic doublet involves two
independent earthquakes of comparable magnitudes occurring very close to each other in both time and space..

» Strike-Slip Fault: A fault structural mechanism where two tectonic blocks slide past one another horizontally along a near-vertical fault plane. The movement is
driven by shear stress rather than tension or compression.

* Normal Fault: Occurs under tensional stress where the crust is pulled apart; the block above the fault plane (hanging wall) moves downward relative to the
footwall.

* Reverse Fault: Occurs under compressional stress where the crust is squeezed together; the hanging wall moves upward and over the footwall.

* Focal Depth (Shallow vs. Deep Focus): The exact point within the Earth where the rupture begins is the hypocenter or focus. Earthquakes with a focal depth of less
than 70 km are classified as shallow. The catastrophic event in Venezuela occurred at an incredibly shallow depth of approximately 10 km, preventing the seismic
energy from attenuating (weakening) before reaching surface populations.

* Foreshock vs. Mainshock: Conventionally, a foreshock is a smaller earthquake that precedes a larger planetary rupture. In the complex rupture interaction
observed in northern South America, the initial magnitude 7.2 event acted as a foreshock to the even more massive magnitude 7.5 mainshock that followed just 39
seconds later.

* Core Concepts and Tectonic Dynamics

* The physical realities of the dual seismic event near Caracas, Venezuela, challenge traditional disaster response paradigms due to the unique structural
compounding of energy.

* The Mechanism of the Twin Rupture

* The tectonic architecture of northern South America is defined by the high-friction boundary between the Caribbean Plate and the South American Plate. These
plates do not glide smoothly; they lock, accumulating immense strain over decades. When the fault plane finally slipped 24 km from San Felipe, it did not just release
energy—it transferred a massive wave of kinetic and structural stress further along the fault line to the neighboring region of Morén.

*  Why Doublets Amplify Surface Destruction
* The core problem with a seismic doublet is not just the sum of its magnitudes, but the structural vulnerability it exploits.

* The Compounding Effect: The initial magnitude 7.2 shockwave compromises the structural integrity of concrete, brick, and steel infrast: ing micro-
fissures and weakening foundations.

* The Secondary Hammer: Before rescue operations can even be conceptualized, a second, more powerful magnitude 7.5 shock stri seconds later.
Buildings that were standing but unstable are completely pulverized, drastically reducing the survival window for individuals trappe

* Rupture Length vs. Point Sources: Earthquakes of this scale cannot be viewed as a single dot on a map. They represent the vic ing of a massive, extended
section of the earth's crust, meaning the destruction spans hundreds of kilometers simultaneously.



* Historical Evolution of Seismic Mapping and Doublet Events

* The Pre-Instrumental and Early Era: Prior to the deployment of the Worldwide Standardized Seismograph Network (WWSSN) in the 1960s, closely timed
events were often recorded as a single, prolonged earthquake or misidentified as standard aftershocks. The underlying physics of stress triggering remained
largely theoretical.

* The 1988 Australian Milestone: A major shift in perspective occurred when a rare "triplet" of earthquakes—three distinct events above magnitude 6.0—
struck within just half an hour of each other in the Australian interior. This forced seismologists to acknowledge that intraplate and interplate boundaries
could experience rapid-fire, independent ruptures.

* The 1997 Harnai (Pakistan) Breakthrough: As analyzed in later geophysical reviews, the 1997 doublets demonstrated a terrifying reality: the second
shock doubled the absolute duration of violent ground shaking. This historical case study proved that standard engineering codes, which only plan for a
single peak acceleration, were fundamentally inadequate.

* The Modern Paradigm (2021-2023): The massive 8.6 and 8.2 events in the Indian Ocean (2021) and the catastrophic 7.8 and 7.7 doublet in Turkey and
Syria (2023) solidified the need for global disaster management agencies to rewrite their protocols. The current 2026 crisis in Venezuela stands as the latest,
most devastating reminder that high-density urban populations situated on shallow strike-slip faults face an existential threat from these rapid-fire
phenomena.

*  Way Forward

* Advanced Seismic Microzonation: Governments must move beyond broad seismic zone maps and invest in high-resolution microzonation. This involves
mapping local soil types, sediment depths, and hidden fault strands within urban centers to identify exactly which neighborhoods will amplify shallow strike-
slip shockwaves.

* Evolution of Structural Engineering Codes: Current structural designs are built to survive a single peak ground acceleration (PGA) event followed by
minor aftershocks. Engineering mandates must be updated to require progressive-shock resistance. Buildings must be designed to retain structural ductility
and load-bearing capacity even after suffering severe initial damage.

* Dynamic Institutional Disaster Protocols: National disaster response agencies (such as India's NDMA or global equivalents) must rewrite their field
manuals. Standard operating procedures must forbid rescue teams from entering compromised structures immediately after a major shock if the tectonic
profile of the region indicates a high probability of a doublet. Training must include multi-shock drills.

* Redundancy in Critical Infrastructure: Critical lifelines—such as water, power grids, hospitals, and communication networks—must feature built-in
structural redundancies. As seen in this crisis, maintaining intact oil infrastructure is an economic relief, but civilian medical and transport networks must be
equally decentralized so that the destruction of one hub does not paralyze the entire lifesaving apparatus.
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Revisiting India’s ultrasound laws




* Key Terms and Explanations

* The PCPNDT Act (1994): The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act is a landmark federal legislation enacted to stop female foeticide and arrest the declining child sex ratio
in India. The law criminalizes the determination and disclosure of the sex of a foetus. For example, any genetic clinic or ultrasound center must be registered, and moving an ultrasound machine
outside its registered address is a non-bailable offense.

* Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) vs. Child Sex Ratio (CSR):
* SRB refers to the number of female births per 1,000 male births. It serves as an immediate indicator of prenatal sex selection practices.

* CSR represents the number of girls per 1,000 boys in the 0—6 years age group. It reflects a cumulative mix of prenatal selection and postnatal survival factors like nutrition and medical
care.

. Hi%h-Frequenc Linear Probe: A specific type of ultrasound transducer that emits high-frequency sound waves, producing high-resolution images of superficial structures within the body.
Crucia Iy,dthese pro fes a}re designed for shallow imaging—such as detecting breast lumps or thyroid nodules—and are technically incapable of penetrating deep enough to perform obstetric
scans or determine fetal sex.

* Point-of-Care Ultrasound (POCUS): This refers to the use of portable, handheld ultrasound devices at the patient's bedside, whether in an ambulance, a remote rural clinic, or a home setting.
Instead of requiring a massive, stationary console machine, POCUS devices connect directly to smartphones or tablets, democratizing diagnostic access.

* Son Meta-Preference: A socio-demographic phenomenon where families continue to have children until they achieve their desired number of sons. This leads to the birth of "unwanted"
daughters who frequently experience systemic neglect in nutrition, healthcare, and education compared to their male siblings.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core debate centers on a structural tension: how to maintain a fierce legislative guard against female foeticide without inadvertently strangling public health innovations that could save
thousands of women from non-communicable diseases like breast cancer.

* The Core Thesis

* The current enforcement architecture of the PCPNDT Act has inadvertently created an artificial trade-off between gender justice (preventing sex selection) and healthcare equity (preventing
gancar m?rt(aj!ity). Because the law treats the physical mobility of ultrasound technology as a strict criminal liability, it denies rural populations access to lifesaving, decentralized, community-
ased early diagnostics.

* The Impact and Unintended Perversities of the Law

 The Chilling Effect on Medicine: The law mandates rigid record-keeping, strict registration protocols, and severe penalties (such as a minimum of three months' non-bailable imprisonment)
for administrative or spatial non-compliance. This has created an atmosphere of fear among medical practitioners, discouraging them from deploying portable imaging technologies in
underserved rural pockets.

* The Sub-text of Son Preference: While the legislation has driven a gradual, macro-level improvement in the national sex ratio at birth, it has triggered unintended postnatal consequences.
Blocked from prenatal sex selection, families driven by son preference often under-invest in the health and survival of subsequent female children. This dynamic explains why mortality rates
among firstborn girls remain nearly 25% higher than firstborn boys in certain demographics.

* The Persistence of Underground Rackets: Despite decades of strict statutory prohibition, clandestine networks continue to thrive. Recent law enforcement crackdowns (such as those in
Karnataka) reveal that informal providers still exploit portable technology through unauthorized, parallel health systems, demonstrating that a ban on technology mobility alone does not
eliminate the deep-seated social demand for sex selection.

* The Technological Disconnect and the Imperative for Reform

* Anachronistic Legal Frameworks: The regulatory provisions drafted in 1994 were designed for an era of bulky, stationary ultrasound consoles. They fail to account for modern, pocket-sized
handheld devices that interface with consumer electronics.

* Form Following Function: Modern high-frequency linear probes are structurally restricted to superficial imaging. Treating these diagnostic tools with the same level of suspicion as deep-

penetration obstetric probes unnecessarily limits their use for early cancer screening and superficiaFcIinicaI evaluations.

* Artificial Intelligence as a Safeguard: Emerging Al-driven ultrasound systems can automate image interpretation and generate pattern-recognition reports locally without storing or displaying
a full structural image of a foetus. This technological guardrail minimizes the risk of human misuse while maximizing diagnostic utility at the grassroots level.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1980s (The Era of Technological Naivety): Advanced medical diagnostic techniques like amniocentesis and ultrasound imaging were introduced into Indian public and
private healthcare systems primarily to detect genetic abnormalities and fetal distress. However, in a society deeply entrenched in patriarchal norms, these tools were quickly
diverted to fulfill a widespread desire for male progeny.

* The 1980s to early 1990s (The Social Crisis and Mobilization): As affordable, portable ultrasound technology spread rapidly across small towns and rural areas, India witnessed
an alarming, unprecedented drop in its juvenile sex ratios. Civil society groups, women’s rights organizations, and public health advocates launched sustained campaigns
demanding immediate state intervention against what was termed "cold-blooded gender elimination."

* 1994 (The Legislative Landmark): In response to growing domestic and international pressure, Parliament enacted the Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and
Prevention of Misuse) Act (PNDT). The law targeted the supply side of the problem by strictly regulating diagnostic laboratories and making the disclosure of fetal sex a severe
criminal offense.

* 2003 (Closing the Loopholes - The PC-PNDT Amendment): Realizing that technologies were moving even upstream to pre-implantation stages, the government amended the
law to include "Pre-Conception" techniques. This expanded the statutory net to cover in-vitro fertilization (IVF) clinics and technologies that could filter or select sperm based on
sex chromosomes, while also tightening registration and record-keeping mandates.

* The Present Era (The Clash with Non-Communicable Diseases): Today, India faces a dual challenge. On one hand, the country is grappling with an exploding burden of breast
and cervical cancers, where early detection via community-level screening is critical for survival. On the other hand, rigid, location-centric regulations continue to restrict the
mobility of modern point-of-care ultrasound devices, setting the stage for a much-needed legislative recalibration.

* Way Forward

* Implement a Graded, Technology-Specific Regulatory Framework: The government should amend the PCPNDT rules to distinguish between deep-penetration obstetric
ultrasound probes and high-frequency linear probes. Probes designed solely for superficial imaging (such as breast, thyroid, and musculoskeletal scans) should be exempted from
location-based restrictions, unlocking their use for community screening camps.

* Embed Al-Driven Technical Guardrails: Instead of relying entirely on physical inspections and police crackdowns, regulatory frameworks should embrace technology-based
compliance. Regulators can mandate firmware-level restrictions or automated Al protocols on mobile diagnostic devices. These algorithms can automatically blur or block the
visualization of pelvic and fetal anatomy while leaving non-obstetric imaging fields fully functional.

* Create a "Permit-Route" for Decentralized Healthcare Delivery: The state should establish a monitored, time-bound permission framework for accredited healthcare
institutions and non-governmental organizations to operate mobile medical vans. Equipping these vans with handheld point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS) devices will bring
essential cancer triage and maternal care directly to remote rural doorsteps.

*  Empower and Train Frontline Health Workers: Frontline health workers, including ASHAs and ANMs, should be trained to assist specialist radiologists in deploying handheld
imaging tools during rural health melas. Combined with cloud-based telemedicine networks, this will allow remote specialists to review suspicious scans instantly, speeding up
crucial referrals.

* Shift from Pure Enforcement to Root-Cause Social Engineering: While maintaining strict surveillance over illicit obstetric sex determination networks, the state must increase
investment in changing social attitudes. True gender balance cannot be achieved by locking down medical technology; it requires dismantling son preference through economic
incentives for the girl child, robust social security programs, and community-led behavior-change campaigns.
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188 dead, 1,500 injured in Venezuela earthquakes

I ‘Doublet earthquake’ with initial 7.2 magnitude
quake was closely followed by a stronger 7.5 one

Agence France-Presse
LA GUAIRA

pair of powerful
Aearthquakes that
rocked Venezuela

have killed at least 188 peo
ple and left more than
1,500 hurt, officials said on
Thursday as residents
searched for loved ones
trapped under rubble after
many buildings were flat-
tened within minutes.

An international out-
pouring of aid quickly fol-
lowed the tremors on Wed-
nesday evening, which the
United States Geological
Survey (USGS) measured
as magnitude 7.2 and 7.5,
centred west of the capital
Caracas. Tremors from the
earthquakes were also felt
in neighbouring Colombia
and Brazil,

Interim President Delcy
Rodriguez said that intense
rescue efforts were going
on, noting that the State of
La Guaira was hit hard.

“Dozens of buildings

have collapsed, and we are
currently carrying out very
intense rescue efforts to
save as many lives as God
allows us to save,” Ms. Ro-
driguez said on state televi-
sion on Thursday.

“La Guaira State is a
true tragedy, and has be-
come a disaster zone.”

The first earthquake,
with an epicentre 21 kilo-
metres west of the coastal
town of Moron, occurred
at 6.04 p.m. local time on
Wednesday, the USGS said.
Within a minute, a 7.5-mag-
nitude earthquake struck
about 45 kilometres away.
They struck at depths of 22
kilometres and 10 kilo-
metres, respectively.

Scores of rescuers from
the U.S. and several Euro-
pean countries and UN
specialists were on their
way to help search for sur-
vivors, Ms, Rodriguez said
while nations including
China, India, Brazil, and
war-battered Iran offered
help. However, threatening

Aid on the way from U.S., European countries,
UN, says interim leader; India, China offer help

Lost in seconds: A woman holds a boy near a collapsed building in Caracas, Venezuela, on Thursday

following the earthquakes, Arp

to complicate the relief ef-
fort, the international air-
port near Caracas was
closed due to “serious
damage,” she said, with so-
cial media videos showing
the terminal’s ceiling col-
lapsing over travellers.
Officials were trying to

make the most of the day-
light hours to rescue peo-

ple believed to be trapped
under the rubble, the Inte-

rim President said.

‘Big logistical role’
“Deeply saddened by the
devastation caused by the

severe earthquakes in Ve-
nezuela,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said in a
statement. “We pray for
the speedy recovery of
those injured and stand in
solidarity with all those af-
fected... India stands ready
to extend all possible assis-

tance,” he said.

The U.S. “stands ready.,
willing, and able to help,”
President Donald Trump
said in a social media post.

“We have a whole-of-go-
vernment response. It will
be big, it will be fast, and it
will be effective,” 11.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio told reporters during a
visit to Bahrain, saying his
country’s military would
play a “big logistical role™.

Washington is closely in-
volved in oil-rich Venezue-
la after US. forces cap-
tured President Nicolas
Maduro in January.

The straongest earth-
quake to hit Venezuela in
126 years will require
“massive  collective ef-
forts”, the United Nations’
aid chief Tom Fletcher said
in a statement. He said the
UN was “fully mobilised"”
to send aid.

Parts of the capital Cara-
cas lost power and cell-
phone coverage while sub-
way services were

Tremors from the strongest earthquake to hit
Venezuela in 126 years felt in Colombia, Brazil

suspended and natural gas
shut off, the interim Presi-
dent. Classes will also be
canceled for several days,
and the Ministry of Educa-
tion said some school
buildings would be used as
shelters and donation
centers.

On Thursday, the UN
human rights mission in
Venezuela called on the go-
vernment to lift local res-
trictions on social media.

“In the coming hours
and days, timely access to
reliable information and
communication channels
will be essential for the
protection of the lives, sa-
fety, and well-being of the
population,” the mission
said in a statement.

The strongest tremors
in carthquake-prone Vene
zuela’s recent history oc-
curred in the northeast in
1997, killing 73 people, and
in Caracas in 1967, when
236 people died.

(With inputs from AP and
Reuters)




* Key Terms and Explanations
* Doublet Earthquake

* A doublet earthquake refers to a rare seismic phenomenon where two powerful earthquakes of nearly identical magnitude occur very close to each other in both time and geographic space.
Unlike standard aftershocks, which are significantly smaller and result from the adjustments of a ruptured fault, the second shock in a doublet involves a distinct fault segment or an adjacent fault
being triggered immediately.

* Shallow-Focus Earthquakes

* Earthquakes are classified by their depth of focus or hypocenter. Shallow-focus earthquakes occur at depths of less than 70 kilometers below the Earth's surface. Because the seismic waves
travel a shorter distance to reach the surface, they lose very little energy, resulting in severe surface shaking and catastrophic destruction to human infrastructure. The events under analysis
occurred at shallow depths of 22 kilometers and 10 kilometers, explaining the rapid collapse of multi-story structures.

* Disaster Diplomacy

* This term describes the strategic use of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) operations by nation-states to further their geopolitical objectives, alter bilateral relations, or
project soft power during a major crisis. When a resource-rich or strategically vital nation suffers a catastrophic event, international aid offers from global rivals often intersect with broader
geopolitical maneuvering, transforming a humanitarian arena into a diplomatic interface.

* Critical Infrastructure Vulnerability

* This concept evaluates the susceptibility of essential physical and organizational structures—such as international airports, power grids, and telecommunication systems—to sudden
operational failure during hazards. When a primary logistics hub like a major airport experiences structural collapse during a disaster, it creates an immediate systemic bottleneck, paralyzing both
domestic rescue efforts and the influx of foreign medical and rescue teams.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* Compounding Physical Destruction of Multi-Shock Disasters

* The core thesis of this situation revolves around how consecutive, high-magnitude seismic hazards comprehensively break down state capacity and infrastructure. When a doublet earthquake
strikes, the initial shock destabilizes building foundations and fractures utility lines. Before a community can process the shock or activate emergency protocols, the second, more intense rupture
occurs. This immediate succession causes progressive structural collapse, trapping citizens under heavy rubble and overwhelming local rescue capabilities instantly.

* The Critical Gateway Bottleneck

* A major operational challenge during large-scale disasters is the vulnerability of primary logistical transport hubs. The structural failure of an international airport’s terminal and runways
instantly transforms a localized physical disaster into an international relief logjam. Because heavy rescue machinery, medical supplies, and specialized international search teams require
functioning airports, damage to this critical infrastructure severely delays the "Golden Hour" response window, driving up mortality rates.

* Geopolitical Dimensions of Humanitarian Relief

* Disaster response on the international stage rarely happens in a political vacuum. In regions experiencing intense political transitions or holding major natural resources like oil reserves, the
deployment of foreign military assets for disaster relief is highly complex. While foreign aid from diverse global actors is indispensable, the heavy logistical involvement of external superpower
militaries can introduce sovereign friction, balancing genuine humanitarian altruism with strategic geopolitical positioning.

* Information Control vs. Public Survival

* Acritical counterargument emerges regarding the state's control over communication channels during emergencies. Governments often restrict digital platforms to prevent panic, counter
misinformation, or maintain public order. However, international observers and human rights bodies argue that suppressing social media during a disaster cuts off a vital lifeline. Without open
digital communication, trapped individuals cannot broadcast their locations, and communities cannot coordinate decentralized, life-saving volunteer efforts.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-20th Century Baselines: Historically, the northern coast of South America, sitting along the active boundary between the Caribbean and South American
tectonic plates, has faced severe seismic activity. Early colonial and post-colonial settlements were built without an understanding of plate tectonics, establishing
major administrative and population centers directly over active fault lines.

* Mid-20th Century Rapid Urbanization: The mid-1900s brought rapid, dense urban expansion. The devastating 1967 earthquake near Caracas, which resulted in
236 fatalities, exposed the dangers of high-rise construction on soft alluvial soils without seismic reinforcements. This historical milestone forced civil engineers to
reconsider urban planning paradigms in active tectonic zones.

* Late 20th Century Policy Shifts: The 1997 Cariaco earthquake, which claimed 73 lives in northeastern regions, marked a shift in disaster response policy. It
highlighted the vulnerability of semi-urban masonry and school buildings, prompting governments to draft formal seismic building codes and establish specialized
national seismological networks to monitor crustal movements.

* 21st Century Complex Disasters: Today, natural hazards intersect with deep economic and political challenges. Modern disaster management has evolved beyond
simple rescue operations. A contemporary disaster is a multi-layered crisis where physical destruction occurs alongside political transitions and digital information
blockades, requiring a sophisticated, multi-dimensional response strategy.

* Way Forward
* De-Politicizing Humanitarian Corridors

* The international community, under the guidance of the United Nations, needs to establish permanent, de-politicized humanitarian corridors that activate
automatically during high-magnitude natural disasters. These mechanisms must ensure that search-and-rescue teams, medical supplies, and technical experts receive
immediate access, independent of prevailing political shifts, economic sanctions, or diplomatic disputes.

* Building Redundancy into Critical Infrastructure

* To prevent a total logistical shutdown during consecutive disasters, critical infrastructure must be engineered with built-in operational redundancies. International
airports and emergency communication centers in seismically active zones should be built to the highest earthquake-resilient standards, featuring independent
backup power, satellite-linked communication terminals, and alternative secondary runways to keep relief lifelines open.

* Protecting Open-Channel Crisis Communication

* Access to information during life-threatening emergencies should be recognized as an essential component of the right to life. Legal frameworks should prevent
the complete shutdown of digital communication networks during natural disasters. Instead, governments should work alongside telecommunication providers to
deploy localized, mesh-networking technologies that keep emergency channels active, allowing citizens to share information and coordinate rescue efforts.

* Elevating Local First Responders

* While international aid is valuable for long-term recovery, the immediate "Golden Hour" response depends heavily on local capacity. Nations should invest in
training and equipping community-level first responders and local civil defense units. Building decentralized rescue networks ensures that even if primary airports or
highways are blocked, well-trained local teams can begin effective search-and-rescue operations immediately.
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3 States close ranks on
Tungabhadra basin

Joining hands: Chief Ministers D.K. Shivakumar, N. Chandrababu

Naidu, and A. Revanth Reddy share a stage on Thursday. aru

Kumar Buradikatti
KALABURAGI

Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh, and Telangana on
Thursday signalled a “his-
toric” broader political
and administrative consen-
sus on protecting the inter-
ests of farmers in the Tun-
gabhadra basin and
pursuing long-term solu-
tions to irrigation and wa-
ter-sharing issues.

At an event organised by
the Karnataka government
and the Tungabhadra
Board in Koppal district to
mark the inauguration of
the newly installed 33 spill-
way gates of the reservoir
in Vijayanagara, Karnataka
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar and his Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh coun-
terparts, A. Revanth Reddy
and N. Chandrababu Nai-
du, stressed the need for
cooperation in addressing
the concerns of lakhs of
farmers dependent on the
inter-State project.

The Chief Ministers said
the three States have ar-
rived at a historic consen-
sus to safeguard the inter-
ests of farmers in the
Tungabhadra basin.

Tungabhadra desilting

Ahead of the inauguration,
the three Chief Ministers
held a nearly hour-long
meeting with Union Jal
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil to

discuss key irrigation is-
sues concerning the three
States.

Desilting of the Tungab-
hadra reservoir, where an
estimated 33 uncft of silt
has accumulated over the
vears significantly affecting
its storage capacity, was
discussed.

Mr. Patil said the Union
government will first
dredge the Tungabhadra
dam as part of its larger
plan to desilt major
reservoirs.

He said the Chief Minis-
ters had expressed their
commitment to extend full
cooperation in the
exercise.

Pointing out that silt ac-
cumulation had reduced
the storage capacity of ma-
ny dams, including the
Tungabhadra, Mr. Patil
said that, as per the pro-
posed programme, the
Centre will provide the
technical support, and the
dredging would be com-
pleted at the earliest possi-
ble time with the involve-
ment of the three States.

Calling the replacement
of all the 33 spillway gates
of the Tungabhadra dam
“historic”, Mr. Shivakumar
said it was done in the larg-
er interest of farmers and
the long-term safety of the
reservoir.

CENTRE PROPOSES PANEL
» PAGE 2



* Key Terms and Explanations

*  Tmcft (Thousand Million Cubic Feet): This is a standard volumetric unit used in India to
measure large quantities of water, particularly in reservoirs and river inflows. To visualize this,
1 tmcft is equivalent to roughly 28.31 billion litres of water. For example, a single tmcft can
fulfill the drinking water needs of a major metropolitan city for several weeks or irrigate
thousands of hectares of agricultural land.

* Reservoir Siltation and Desilting: Siltation is the natural process where running water
carries soil, sand, and organic debris down a river basin and deposits it at the bottom of a
reservoir. Over decades, this accumulation creates a thick layer of mud that severely
compromises both the "dead storage" (water below the lowest outlet) and "live storage"
(usable water) capacities. Desilting, or dredging, is the highly technical process of excavating
and removing these sediment layers to restore the reservoir's original water-holding capacity.

* Spillway Gates: These are critical structural components of a dam designed to safely
release excess floodwaters downstream when the reservoir reaches its maximum operating
level. They act as safety valves; if spillway gates are compromised or structural integrity fails,
it can lead to catastrophic upstream submergence or downstream flooding.

* Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM): A holistic approach that advocates for
planning, coordinating, and managing water, land, and related resources across an entire
geographical river basin. Instead of treating rivers as fragmented political assets divided by
state borders, IRBM looks at the entire ecological continuum from source to mouth.

* Cooperative Federalism: A constitutional concept where the central government and state
governments work horizontally and vertically as collaborators to solve common national
challenges. In water management, it shifts the focus away from long-drawn-out legal battles
toward negotiated administrative consensus.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core discourse surrounding modern water management centers on a paradigm shift: moving away from
historical, adversarial litigation over water allocations and moving toward a collaborative, asset-protection
framework.

* The Crisis of Ecological and Structural Decay

* The primary challenge facing mature water infrastructure is no longer just how to share the water, but how to
preserve the asset that holds it. Decades of unmanaged sediment inflow have drastically altered reservoir
dynamics. This loss of capacity directly translates into reduced water availability for agricultural irrigation during
dry seasons, aggravating agrarian distress across regional lines. Furthermore, infrastructure aging—manifested
by the urgent need to completely replace vital components like all 33 spillway gates—underscores a growing
national vulnerability regarding dam safety.

* The Convergence of Stakeholders

* Resolving these deep-seated structural issues demands a unique tripartite alignment between upper-riparian
states, lower-riparian states, and the Union government. The central argument posits that mechanical problems
like siltation and aging gates cannot be solved through isolated state actions. It requires a synchronized political
and administrative consensus where beneficiary states align their executive machinery. The Centre’s role is
conceptualized as an enabler—providing critical technical expertise and overarching fiscal support—while the
states provide execution compliance and local administrative coordination.

* Challenges and Counter-Perspectives
* While a political consensus is highly welcome, practical execution poses immense challenges:

* The Logistical Nightmare of Dredging: Removing tens of millions of tonnes of wet sediment from a live
reservoir without disrupting downstream flows or destroying local aquatic ecosystems is exceptionally difficult.

* The Disposal Problem: Finding appropriate land to dump $33\text{ tmcft}S of extracted silt is an
environmental challenge in itself, though it offers an opportunity if the nutrient-rich topsoil can be successfully
redirected back to depleted agricultural fields.

* Financial Sustainability: Splitting the massive financial burden of reservoir restoration between the Centre
and competing states often tests the resilience of even the strongest political agreements, particularly during
periods of fiscal deficit or changing political regimes.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Pre-Independence and Early Frameworks (Late 19th Century to 1947)

* The roots of water utilization in this sub-basin of the Krishna River lie in the colonial-era friction between the Madras Presidency and the Princely State of Mysore.
The landmark agreements of 1892 and 1924 established early frameworks for water sharing and storage across British India and princely territories. These early
compacts prioritized territorial rights and basic agricultural security, though they frequently lacked the holistic scientific and ecological insights needed for long-term
basin preservation.

* Post-Independence and the Linguistic Reorganisation (1947-1956)

* The construction of the Tungabhadra Dam began as a joint project between the Kingdom of Hyderabad and the Madras Presidency. Following independence, the
project was completed in 1953. However, the linguistic reorganization of states in 1956 dramatically changed the geopolitical landscape. The dismantling of
Hyderabad State and the redrawing of boundaries placed the physical structure of the dam within Karnataka (then Mysore State), while large parts of the command
area fell into Andhra Pradesh. To manage this split jurisdiction equitably, the central government established the statutory Tungabhadra Board under the Interstate
River Water Disputes Act of 1956, tasked with regulating water release and maintaining the main canal systems.

* The Tribunal Era and Capacity Degradation (1969—-Present)

* As upstream abstraction grew, the Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT-1) was constituted in 1969 under Justice R.S. Bachawat to allocate water among
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. The KWDT-I award integrated specific allocations for the Tungabhadra sub-basin. Decades later, the KWDT-II
(established in 2004) had to grapple with a new reality: the allocations made on paper no longer matched actual reservoir volumes due to severe siltation.

* The bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh in 2014 added another layer of complexity by introducing Telangana as a third immediate stakeholder state in the basin. This
turned bilateral issues into intricate trilateral negotiations. Today, the focus has expanded beyond merely debating numerical allocations to executing urgent, joint
structural actions—such as the recent replacement of all 33 spillway gates—to protect aging infrastructure from physical failure.

* Way Forward

* Formulating a National Policy on Sediment Management: India needs a comprehensive National Reservoir Sedimentation Policy. This framewo
regular, standardized hydrographic surveys using satellite remote sensing to track silt levels in real time, moving away from reactive, ad-hoc dre

* Creating a Circular Economy for Extracted Silt: To offset the massive costs of dredging, governments should look to commercialize the . The nutrient-
dense topsoil can be sold to local farmers to restore degraded lands, while the coarser sand elements can be redirected into the constr: r, creating a self-
sustaining funding model.

* Implementing Upstream Catchment Area Treatment (CAT): Long-term solutions mean addressing siltation at its source. Deplo: sive Catchment Area
Treatment plans—focused on afforestation, check-dam construction, and enforcing sustainable farming practices upstream—wil! d the soil and drastically

reduce sediment run-off into reservoirs.
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NCERT introduces 1975
Emergency in Class 9 text

This is the first time 4 reference has been made 1o the Emengency at the Class 9 level, while carfier
references were limited 1o Class 12 textbook: it also mentions democratic traditions of early tmes

QQ NCERT has done the
right thing by adding
a section on Emergency, so
that the future generations
shoukd know and understand
such ‘dark deeds” and so that

NEW DELHI

e Natioeal Council
of Educational Re-
scarch and Traln
ing (NCERT) has intro-
daced the 1975 Ensergency
i Il i fts Class 9 text-
book U Socie
ry: Indir and Beyord. The
reference in a chapter exa
mining the strengths and
challenges of Indian de
mOCTacY  presents  the
Emengency as “one of the
major challenges to de
mocracy in India™
This is the first time a re-
ference has boens made 1o
the Emerpency at the Class
9 level, while earlier refe
rences were limited 10 the
Class 12 political science
vextbook. India recently
observed SO years since
the declaration of the

Emergency.

“In the early 19705, pu
blic dissatisfaction with the
government Jed by Indira
Gandhd was growing. Ris
ing unemployment, infla-
thon and allegations of mils
governance bed o
widespread protests. In
Jumwe 1975, a Natioeal Emer-
pency was imposed by the
government on grounds of

such a situation does ot

arkse again

DSIARMENDRA PRADAN
v o ¥ do wh ot Madaiey

internal dsrurbance,”
readds a section i the chap-
ter under the polxical
science component of the
social sclence A
“During this period, a
majority of fundamental
righns were suspended, the
press was censored, and
numerous political leaders
and activists were arvested.
Democratic  institutions
came under severe strain,
and citizens” freedom was
restriceed,” it adds. The
section also highlights the
role of Jayaprakash Na
rayan In the movement
agaboet the ]
“Mass movements led
by Javapeakash Narayan
a political leader and so-
clalist thinker, populaty
known as Lok Nayak — mo-
bllised studests and onl

zens, especially in Bihar
and Gujarat, The Emengen-
cy was lifted in 1977, and
general clgcﬁau were

mendra  Pradhan

*NCERT has dooe the right
thing by adding a section
on Emergency, so that the
future generations should
koow  and  understand
such ‘dark deeds’, and o
that such a sivuation does
0ot arise again. NCERT has
done a good job”

The textbook also traces
the democratic traditions
of early tenes and discuss-
es their contetmporary re-
levance. It mentions the
Flection Comenission and
its role im conducting *free
and £ chections™.

Women's rights
Also, a full page on wo
men’s rights and women's
reservation in local bodies
has been added.

“In a2 pamber of coun-
ries, wormen had 10 wage »
long and difficult struggle
to secure the right to voee...
In contrast, women in In-
dia were granted the right
o vote... However right o
vote does not automatical
ly ensure equal participa-
toa. Socal con-

tevoe 10 2t as darrierns and
affect women's adeguate
participation in poltics,”
the excerpt states,

The section on “Chal-
lenges 10 Democratic Prac
tices in India® mentioned
speead of Gke mews, misin
; o o
blic property, violation of
public rules, poverty, re-
pation, and gender in-
equality as challenges 1o
democratic practice.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* National Emergency (Article 352): A constitutional provision that allows the Central government to assume extraordinary powers when the security of India or any
part of it is threatened by war, external aggression, or armed rebellion. In the context of the 1975 crisis, the ground used was "internal disturbance"—a term so vague
it allowed for extensive executive overreach before being amended.

* Press Censorship: The systemic suppression of free speech and media by governmental authorities. During an emergency, this translates into "prior restraint,"
where news houses must clear their prints with government censors before publication, directly neutralizing the press as the fourth pillar of democracy.

* Lok Nayak / Total Revolution (Sampoorna Kranti): A political philosophy and mass movement spearheaded by Jayaprakash Narayan (JP) in the mid-1970s. It
advocated for a holistic transformation of society, encompassing social, economic, political, and cultural dimensions, to combat corruption and authoritarian
tendencies in governance.

* Democratic Backsliding: A gradual decline in the quality of democracy, driven by the weakening of institutional checks and balances, the erosion of political
pluralism, and the targeting of civil liberties by an elected executive.

* Substantive vs. Formal Democracy: Formal democracy is characterized by regular elections and constitutional frameworks. Substantive democracy goes deeper,
ensuring real equality, active citizen participation, and the complete absence of social prejudices that prevent marginalized groups, such as women, from exercising
true political power.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The decision to introduce critical historical events like the 1975 Emergency into secondary education curricula represents a major shift in pedagogical philosophy.
The core arguments surrounding this issue focus on historical transparency, institutional resilience, and contemporary civic challenges.

* The Pedagogical Shift for Democratic Resilience: The primary thesis is that exposing students to the vulnerabilities of democracy at an earlier age (Class 9 instead
of Class 12) builds an informed, vigilant citizenry. Rather than romanticizing state systems, education must present historical challenges to help future generations
recognize and prevent democratic backsliding.

* The Litmus Test of the 1977 Elections: A crucial element of this historical analysis is the inherent self-correcting mechanism of Indian democracy. The 1977 general
elections demonstrated that even after the suspension of fundamental rights and extensive political detentions, the ultimate sovereignty rests with the electorate,
who used the ballot box to restore constitutional order.

* Broadening the Definition of Modern Threats: Modern challenges to democracy have evolved beyond direct state coercion. Contemporary threats include the
rapid spread of fake news, digital misinformation, social discrimination, and systemic gender inequality, all of which weaken democratic practices from within.

* The Paradox of Political Franchise for Women: The analysis presents a compelling contrast between the formal granting of voting rights and actual political
representation. While India granted universal adult suffrage to women at independence—avoiding the long struggles seen in Western nations—social prejudices still
limit women's substantive participation, highlighting the need for structural interventions like reservations in local governance.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Colonial Precedent: The roots of state overreach can be traced to colonial laws like the Rowlatt Act and the Defense
of India Rules, which prioritized state security over individual liberty. The post-independence state retained elements of
these frameworks to preserve national unity during partition and early geopolitical conflicts.

* The 1975-1977 Watershed Moment: On June 25, 1975, the government invoked Article 352 on the grounds of "internal
disturbance." This 21-month period saw the centralization of power through the 42nd Amendment, the imprisonment of
opposition leaders, and strict press censorship, fundamentally altering the relationship between the citizen and the state.

* The Constitutional Corrective (1978): The Janata Party government passed the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act to
prevent future misuse of emergency powers. It replaced "internal disturbance" with "armed rebellion," required a written
recommendation from the Cabinet, and made Articles 20 and 21 non-suspendable even during a national emergency.

* Evolution of the Educational Narrative: For decades, contemporary political history was reserved for senior secondary
students. The recent curricular changes signify a move toward integrating these sensitive but crucial political realities into
lower secondary textbooks, ensuring that democratic education adapts to modern civic needs.

* Way Forward

* Addressing modern threats to democracy while maintaining historical transparency requires balanced institutional,
pedagogical, and social reforms.

* Ensuring Pedagogical Neutrality: Educational updates must remain objective, empirical, and free from partisan
influence. Textbooks should focus on institutional analysis and constitutional lessons rather than political finger-pointing,
keeping the focus entirely on civic awareness.

* Building a Media Literacy Framework: To counter modern threats like fake news and misinformation, school curricula
should include dedicated digital hygiene modules. Students must learn how to fact-check information and think critically
about digital media.

* Strengthening Institutional Protections: Safeguards for institutions like the Election Commission of India and the
Judiciary must be continuously updated. Ensuring transparent appointment processes and protecting these bodies from
executive overreach is vital for holding free and fair elections.

* Promoting Substantive Gender Representation: While women's reservation in local bodies has been a successful step
forward, similar legislative measures should be consistently pursued at the state and national levels. This must be paired
with community-level initiatives to dismantle the social prejudices that limit women's political leadership.
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CBI scours 80 locations in 15 States
and Delhi over ‘digital arrest’ cases

Deviesh K. Pandey
MEW DELHI

In a crackdown on the cy-
bercrime infrastructure fa-
cilitating “digital arrest”
scams, the Central Bureau
of Investigation  (CRI)
searched more than 80 lo-
cations across the country
over the past week in con-
nection with 200-plus cas-
es, It arrested two accused
s0 far = Maresh from Chen-
nai, Tamil Nadu, and San-
jib Saha of Kolkata, West
Bengal.

Under Operation Chak-
raVl, the agency formed
60 special teams and con-
ducted coordinated
searches in 15 States — Pun-
jab, Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Haryana, Tamil Madu, Te-
langana, Andhra Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhyva
Pradesh, Rajasthan, As-
sam, West Bengal, Mani-
pur, Kamataka, and Od-

On the trail

Thee CBI Forrved 60 teams to crack down on 'dagital armests’

s Searches were conducted in Punjab,
Gujarat, Dethi, Maharashtra, Hanyana, T.H.,
Telangana, A P, LR, M.P, Rajasthan, Assam,
West Bengal, Manipur, Karnataka, and Odizha

® The CBl weized docurments, devices,

transaction records and cvidence that shows S -':--E

fareigners too miay have been duped

=

isha, and Delhi, “The
searches were carried out
as part of an ongoing inves-
tigation aimed at disman-
tling a targeted operational
network involved in over
200 cases of digital arrest
scams,” said the agency.
The arrested accused
were involved in the incor-
poration of shell compa-
nies and the opening and
operation of mule bank ac-
counts, These accounts
were used for laundering
about 2 crore of suspect-
ed proceeds of crime, the

CBI said.

Recently, the agency un-
earthed a fraudulent web-
site with a URL deceptively
similar 1o the official web-
site of the Supreme Court.
The fraudsters allegedly
used the registered do-
main o defraud victims.
Based on a complaint re-
ceived from the Registry of
the Supreme Court, the
agency registered a case
and Launched an
Investigtion,

“Leveraging advanced
forensic tools and technd

cal expertise, the CEI iden-
tified critical elements of
the criminal infrastructure
operating both within In-
dia and abroad. Investiga-
tion has revealed that the
perpetrators  uploaded
forged documents, includ-
ing fake orders resembling
those issued by courts and
various law enforcement
agencies, to lend credibili-
ty to their fraudulent activ-
ities,” the agency said.
During the searches, the
CBI seized several incrimd-
nating documents, digital
devices, phones and re-
cords relating to bank tran-
sactions. It found evidence
indicating that several [o-
reign mationals (oo may
have been cheated by the
same network. The law en-
forcement agencies of the
jurisdictions  concerned
are being alerted through
appropriate channels, the

agency said.

V %



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Digital Arrest: This is a form of cyber-extortion where fraudsters impersonate law enforcement officers, tax authorities, or judicial officials over video calls. They falsely inform
the victim that their identity has been linked to criminal activities, placing them under "virtual confinement" by demanding they stay on camera continuously under threat of
immediate physical arrest.

* Operation Chakra (specifically Phase VI): A strategic, multi-phased central enforcement initiative led by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in coordination with state
olice fcirce]:cs and international agencies. Its primary goal is to systematically dismantle transnational organized cyber-crime networks, targeting their underlying technical and
inancial infrastructure.

* Mule Bank Accounts: These are legitimate bank accounts used by criminal networks to receive and quickly launder illegally acquired funds. The account holders (money
mules) are often compromised individuals, students, or financially vulnerable people who lend their accounts in exchange for a small commission, effectively masking the identity
of the actual cyber-criminal.

* Shell Companies: These are paper corporations that exist only on document registries without any active business operations, physical offices, or employees. In cyber-fraud
networks, these entities are deliberately incorporated to layer financial transactions, obscuring the paper trail of illicit money transfers and making asset recovery incredibly
difficult for investigators.

« Domain Spoofing / Typosquatting: A technical deception technique where criminals register website URLs that look almost identical to the official domains of trusted
institutions, such as the Supreme Court or central ministries. This subtle manipulation tricks unsuspecting victims into believing they are interacting with legitimate official portals.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The structural core of this issue highlights a fundamental shift in criminal operations: cyber-fraud is no longer a scattered menace run by isolated hackers, but a highly
institutionalized, corporate-style industry that exploits systemic vulnerabilities in our socio-economic framework.

* The Institutionalization of Cyber-Extortion

* Modern cyber-crime cartels operate with structured hierarchies, mimicking legal enterprises. They utilize dedicated teams for technological execution, corporate creation (shell
companies), and complex financial routing (mule accounts). This level of organization allows them to scale up operations across multiple states simultaneously, executing
hundreds of coordinated extortion attempts while operating seamlessly across domestic and international borders.

* Psychological Manipulation and Institutional Hijacking

* The core thesis of these crimes rests on weaponizing the societal fear of state authority and judicial processes. By constructing incredibly accurate, forged judicial
warrants, and cloned official portals—including those decePtlveI_y similar to the Supreme Court—perpetrators eliminate the victim's skepticism. The fraud relies
psychological coercion, creating an artificial environment of panic where the victim's rational decision-making is completely neutralized.

* The Challenge of Transnational Laundering

* Acritical aspect of these operations is the speed and complexity of the laundering network. Illicit proceeds are routed through a web of shell cor ts within
minutes of extraction. This infrastructure is not only used to target Indian citizens but is mcreasmgly_bem% scaled to defraud foreign nationals, con currency into cross-
border digital assets or untraceable foreign transfers, which directly challenges the jurisdictional limits of local law enforcement.

* Counter-narratives and Operational Hurdles

* While widespread enforcement crackdowns like Operation Chakra-VI show that central agencies can mobilize immense technical expert’ criminal infrastructure, a
major institutional bottleneck remains. Law enforcement is often forced into a reactive cycle. Dismantling 80 locations across 15 states is | mendable, but until structural
gaps in bank account opening procedures and domain registration verification are closed, new criminal nodes will continue to pop up fas |der ones can be shut down.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Pre-2000s Era of Physical Crimes: Before the digital revolution, financial frauds and extortions were overwhelmingly physical. They relied on forged paper documents,
manual signature misrepresentations, and localized impersonation of authority. The legal response was strictly governed by the traditional Indian Penal Code, 1860, which was
built for a tangible, geographical world.

* The Legislative Dawn (2000-2010): With the birth of the internet age, India introduced the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000. This decade saw the rise of primitive
cybercrimes like lottery scams and basic identity theft through emails. Fraudsters began realizing the potential of digital anonymity, though the attacks were still uncoordinated
and largely relied on mass spamming rather than targeted psychological manipulation.

* The Digital Explosion and Financial Inclusion (2010-2020): The rapid rollout of the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity and the Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
fundamentally transformed India's economy. However, this sudden influx of tech-naive users opened up a massive playground for criminals. This period witnessed the rise of
hyper-localized cyber-crime hubs, like Jamtara, which mastered basic voice phishing (vishing) and digital wallet fraud.

* The Deep-Tech and Virtual Confinement Era (2020-Present): The post-pandemic acceleration of digital workflows completely altered the cyber-threat landscape. Simple
phishing evolved into "digital arrests," using advanced tools, high-speed video conferencing, deepfakes, and cloned judicial domains. In response, India shifted to a highly
coordinated institutional approach, marked by the setting up of the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C) and the launch of the CBI's Operation Chakra series to tackle
organized, cross-border cyber syndicates.

* Way Forward
* Technological Fortification and Zero-Trust Frameworks

* National institutions and judicial bodies must implement strict Zero-Trust architecture and robust domain protections, such as DMARC (Domain-based Message
Authentication, Reporting, and Conformance), to prevent criminals from spoofing official communication channels. Public platforms should feature prominent, real-time
verification badges. Additionally, central agencies must continue deploying advanced Al-driven forensic tools to scan the internet and flag fraudulent domains before they can be
used against the public.

* Structural Reforms in the Banking and Telecom Sectors

* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) needs to mandate stricter, real-time monitoring of newly opened bank accounts to spot unusual transaction patterns, which will cut off the
supply of mule accounts. Automated systems should instantly flag any account that receives and quickly disperses large volumes of money across various states. Similarly, telecom
authorities must tighten regulations around bulk SIM card issuance and crack down on spoofed VolP calls originating from overseas.

* Enhancing Inter-State and International Operational Agility

* Building on the success of operations like Operation Chakra-VI, the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C) should establish a permanent, cross-jurisdictional task force.
This group would bring together central intelligence agencies, state cyber cells, financial intelligence units, and digital service providers under one roof. On the global stage, India
must leverage its diplomatic influence to streamline MLAT processes and work closely with Interpol to dismantle cyber cartels operating out of safe havens.

* Comprehensive Mass Awareness and Empirical Literacy

* The ultimate defense against psychological extortion is an informed citizen. The government, banks, and civil society must collaborate on massive, localized awareness
campaigns using clear, simple messaging. The public must be taught a basic, undeniable fact: no judicial body or law enforcement agency in India conducts legal proceedings,
issues warrants, or places individuals under arrest via WhatsApp or Skype video calls.
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Mahesh Dixit, IPS
officer of 1993 batch,
named new IB chief

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Mahesh Dixit, a 1993 batch
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer of the Andhra Pra
desh cadre has been ap
pointed as Director, Intelli
gence Bureau (DIB), a
sovernment order said

He succeeds Tapan Ku
mar Deka, who held the
post since 2022, His tenure
ends on June 30

Mr. Dixit, a medical doc
tor by education, has led
the Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) desk and has also
served in Nagaland and
Bilwar,

He was Deputy Director
of IB in J&K from 200912
and from 2012-15, he was
posted in Nagaland

He took charge of the
Subsidiary Intelligence Bu
reau (SIB) of J&K in 2020
and served there till 2024,
overseeing  the  security
preparedness and intelli
gence-based  operations
post revocation of Article
370 in the erstwhile State

He s among the Home
Ministry officials who are
engaged in talks with civil
society leaders of Ladakh

The Appointments
Committee of the Ca
binet (ACC) on Thursday

Mahesh Doot

He served in JEK
from 2020 to 2024,
in the period post
the revocation of
Article 370

approved the appointment
of Mr. Dixit, Special Direc
tor, IB as Director, Intelli
gence Bureau for a tenure
of two vears from the date
of assumption of the
charge of the post or until
further orders, whichever
is earlier, the order said

Due to retire in August
2027, e has been granted
extension in service under
the provisions of FR 56d)
and Rude 16 (1A) of All India
Services (Death cum Re
tirement Benefits) Rules,
1958, the order said




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Intelligence Bureau (IB) & Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau (SIB): The Intelligence Bureau is India's premier domestic intelligence agency, operating under the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA). It is tasked with monitoring internal security, counter-intelligence, counter-terrorism, and border security. The Subsidiary Intelligence Bureaus (SIBs) are its state-
I(I=_-1vel field units. They act as the eyes and ears of the central government on the ground, working in close coordination with state police forces to neutralize localized security
threats.

* Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC): This is one of the most powerful Cabinet Committees in India, chaired by the Prime Minister with the Union Home Minister as
a key member. The ACC is the final authority responsible for approving all high-level appointments to top bureaucratic, security, and military positions, including the Chiefs of the
IB, R&AW, CBI, and the Chiefs of the Armed Forces.

* Fundamental Rule 56(d) [FR 56(d)] & AIS Rules: Fundamental Rules govern the service conditions of central government employees. Under FR 56(d), along with specific
clauses of the All India Services (Death-cum-Retirement Benefits) Rules, 1958, the Union Government possesses the legal authority to grant service extensions to crucial
administrative and security heads (such as the Cabinet Secretary, Home Secretary, and Intelligence Chiefs) beyond their standard retirement age. This is done to preserve
operational continuity during sensitive national security transitions.

* Intelligence-Led Operations: A modern policing and security paradigm where strategic action is driven by systematic data collection, analysis, and threat assessment rather
than reactive force. For instance, in highly volatile zones, intelligence-led operations use targeted electronic and human intelligence to neutralize insurgent modules with minimal
collateral damage, ensuring civilian safety.

 Civil Society Engagement in Conflict Zones: This refers to formal and informal dialogue between government representatives and non-state actors—such as community
leaders, student unions, and local activists—in regions experiencing political or ethnic instability. It serves as a non-kinetic tool of statecraft designed to build trust, address
regional aspirations, and de-escalate tensions without relying on military interventions.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

 The architecture of internal security requires an intricate balance between rigid bureaucratic frameworks and the fluid, unpredictable nature of national security challenges.
The foundational principles governing top-tier security appointments emphasize specific priorities.

* The Primacy of Tactical and Field Experience

* The selection of leadership in apex intelligence agencies increasingly prioritizes extensive, hands-on experience in complex conflict theaters over standard administrative
seniority. Managing volatile internal security environments requires leaders who have directly operated within the unique socio-political ecosystems of troubled regions. Deep
institutional familiarity with critical zones—such as the post-bifurcation landscape of Jammu & Kashmir or the ethnically complex tribal dynamics of the Northeast—equi
leader with tactical nuance that cannot be replicated through desk-bound administrative roles.

* Continuity as a National Security Imperative

* The state frequently leverages legislative provisions to extend the tenures of security chiefs, demonstrating that institutional continuity is valued ove to
standard retirement ages. In the realm of intelligence, ongoing counter-terrorism operations, cross-border infiltration monitoring, and sensitive regios ly heavily on
personal relationships and long-term institutional memorY. Abrupt leadership changes during delicate geopolitical or internal transitions can disrup gence pipelines.
Therefore, ensuring a stable, multi-year tenure for an intelligence chief is seen as necessary for safeguarding national integrity.

* The Integration of Kinetic and Non-Kinetic Statecraft

 Effective internal security management requires a dual approach that combines hard security measures with soft, diplomatic engagemer telligence agencies must
maintain robust, intelligence-led operations to deter active threats, they must simultaneously engage in peace-building dialogues with civil aders in sensitive border
regions. This balanced approach acknowledges that long-term stability cannot be achieved through force alone; it requires addressing str sional grievances through

institutional dialogue.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Colonial Foundations (1887-1947): The roots of modern Indian domestic intelligence trace back to the Central Intelligence Department established by the British
Secretary of State for India in 1887. Its primary objective was political surveillance to monitor and suppress the Indian national movement. Following independence in
1947, this apparatus was rebranded as the Intelligence Bureau (IB) under the Ministry of Home Affairs, with its mandate pivoting from imperial preservation to national
integration and domestic threat assessment.

* The Strategic Split of 1968: Originally, the IB handled both domestic and international intelligence. However, the intelligence gaps exposed during the 1962 Sino-
Indian War and the 1965 Indo-Pakistani War forced a structural reassessment. This led to the creation of the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW) in 1968, which
assumed responsibility for foreign intelligence, leaving the IB to focus exclusively on internal security, counter-subversion, and domestic counter-espionage.

* The Kargil Watershed and Institutional Synergy (1999-2001): The Kargil War highlighted significant intelligence gaps and a lack of inter-agency coordination. The
landmark Kargil Review Committee (KRC) and the subsequent Group of Ministers (GoM) report on National Security recommended a sweeping overhaul. This led to the
establishment of the Multi-Agency Centre (MAC) housed within the IB, which standardized real-time intelligence sharing among central intelligence agencies, military
intelligence, and state police forces.

* The Post-26/11 Refurbishment and Current Era: The 2008 Mumbai terror attacks exposed further vulnerabilities in coastal security and urban counter-terror
mechanisms. This catalyzed the creation of the National Investigation Agency (NIA) and the strengthening of the IB’s field units (SIBs). Concurrently, to ensure that the
leadership of these vital agencies was not vulnerable to frequent political or administrative disruptions, the government institutionalized fixed two-year tenures for
security chiefs, utilizing specialized provisions like FR 56(d) to grant strategic extensions during sensitive geopolitical transitions.

* Way Forward
* Introducing Statutory Backing for Intelligence Agencies

* India could consider enacting comprehensive legislative charters for its premier intelligence agencies, including the Intelligence Bureau. Providing a clear statutory
basis—similar to frameworks used in other parliamentary democracies—would clearly define operational mandates, codify powers, and establish structured legislative or
judicial oversight. This would strengthen institutional legitimacy while protecting civil liberties.

* Institutionalizing Transparent Appointment and Extension Protocols

* To maintain high morale and clear career progression across elite cadres, the process for top-tier security appointments and tenure extensions should follow a
standardized protocol. The government could establish a high-powered, institutionalized selection panel that operates with predefined criteria. This would balance the
executive's need for continuity during security crises with transparent standards for career advancement.

* Strengthening Institutional Synergy and Technology Integration

* The Multi-Agency Centre (MAC) framework requires continuous upgrades to meet evolving security challenges. This involves enhancing data sharing between central
intelligence networks and state-level SIBs through secure, Al-driven data analytics platforms. Standardizing joint training exercises between federal intelligence officers
and state police units would also help bridge operational gaps on the ground.

* Expanding Non-Kinetic Conflict Resolution Frameworks

* Long-term internal stability depends on sustaining political and civil dialogue. Security strategies should consistently integrate kinetic operations with proactive civil
society engagement. Training intelligence and security personnel in local languages, cultural nuances, and mediation techniques can help the state address regional
grievances early, preventing localized discontent from escalating into broader security threats.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

*  Viksit Bharat 2047: This represents the formal vision of the Government of India to transform the nation into a fully developed economy by the centenary year of its independence in 2047. The blueprint
demands a multifaceted leap across macroeconomic stability, high per-capita income, human development indices, and cutting-edge technological self-reliance, moving beyond the traditional metric of aggregate
gross domestic product (GDP) growth.

*  Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs): Classified under the MSMED Act, these are the economic engines defined by a composite criteria of investment in plant and machinery alongside annual
icurgover. For example, a 'Micro' unit involves an investment of up to X1 crore and a turnover of up to X5 crores. They serve as the primary source of non-agricultural employment across semi-urban and rural
andscapes.

* Value Chain Upgradation: The structural transition of an enterprise or economy from low-margin, basic assembly functions to high-margin, sophisticated phases of production. In practical terms, this means
moving away from simply assembling imported electronic components (low value-add) toward conceptualizing, designing, and fabricating indigenous proprietary technologies (high value-add).

* _Intellectual Property (IP) and Proprietary Technology: Legal rights resulting from intellectual activity in industrial, scientific, and artistic fields. For small scale industries, owning proprietary tech (such as a
unique software algorithm or a patented semiconductor architecture) ensures market dominance, protects margins from cost-cutting competition, and builds global brand trust.

* Technology Adoption and Force Multipliers: A force multiplier is a capability that, when added to an existing system, significantly increases its performance potential. In modern manufacturing, artificial
|nteIIr|1ger&ce (A1), machine learning, and advanced automation act as force multipliers, allowing small units to drastically improve production accuracy and volume without a corresponding exponential increase in
overhead costs.

* RAMP Programme (Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance): A World Bank-assisted Central Sector Scheme formulated to strengthen institutional governance, improve center-state centerpieces,
enhance market access, and address the critical challenges of delayed payments and credit flow within the MSME ecosystem.

*  Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

e The structural core of India's future economic growth rests on a vital realization: the traditional models of low-cost, mass-assembly manufacturing are no longer sufficient to propel a nation into high-income
status.

* The Innovation Imperative vs. The Assembly Trap

* A central thesis emerging in contemporary economic policK is that India cannot achieve its developed nation ambitions by merely acting as the "world's factory floor." Competing globally based solely on cheap
IEabqr isa rgce t(cj) éhe b%t‘gorp,dqspecially when competing with highly optimized industrial setups like China's. Instead, the focus must shift from a basic "Made in India" ethos to a more sophisticated "Designed,
ngineered, and Owned in India

* Agility as a Strategic Asset

" paradigm.

* While large conglomerate enterprises possess immense capital, smaller enterprises possess structural agility. This flexibility enables them to adapt swiftly to disruptive paradigms like artificial intelligence and
green manufacturing. However, this agility is often constrained by systemic vulnerabilities, including:

* Limited long-term financing options

* Inadequate specialized infrastructure

*  Poor market access

* Governments must step in to bridge these gaps, turning these nimble businesses into drivers of disruptive innovation.
* The Electronics and Digital Frontier

. Nic?\e sectors—such as semiconductor design, automotive electronics, telecommunications hardware, and defense systems—offer substantial growth potential. True success in these sectors requires a
comprehensive strategy:

e "Design in India, build in India, secure in India, and get trusted worldwide."
* Achieving this requires moving past simple reverse engineering and focusing heavily on building unique intellectual property.
*  The Human Capital and Productivity Paradox

* There is a widening mismatch between current academic curricula and the fluid demands of modern industry. While tools like artificial intelligence offer massive opportunities to boost productivity without
raising operational costs, small businesses cannot deploy them effectively without a skilled workforce. Closing this gap requires deeper, institutionalized partnerships between academia and industry.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The trajectory of India’s small-scale
industries reflects the broader evolution of
the nation's macroeconomic philosophy,
moving from highly protective state
isolation toward integration into global
value chains.

Phase / Era

Policy Focus & Key Milestones

Structural Impact on Small
Industries

Pre-Independence Era

Focus on village and cottage
industries; Swadeshi movement
spearheaded by Mahatma Gandhi to
promote self-reliance (Gram Swaraj).

Kept indigenous handicraft skills
alive but lacked the technological
modernization required to scale up
efficiently.

Post-Independence (1948-
1991)

Industrial Policy Resolutions (1948,
1956); setting up of the Karve
Committee (1955). Direct policy of
reserving specific products
exclusively for Small Scale Industries
(SSls).

Protected small units from large-
scale domestic monopolies, but
unintendedly created a "dwarfism"
effect where firms avoided growing
larger to retain state benefits.

Post-1991 Liberalization

Economic reforms opening up the
market; dismantling of the license raj
and gradual reduction of the reserved
item list for SSls.

Exposed small businesses to intense
global competition, forcing a shift
away from state protection toward
market-driven competitiveness.

The Formalization Era
(2006)

Enactment of the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises Development
(MSMED) Act, 2006. Combined both
manufacturing and service sectors
under a unified framework.

Provided a clear legal identity to
MSMEs and introduced institutional
mechanisms to handle structural
problems like delayed payments.

The Modern Digital Era
(2014-Present)

Launch of targeted campaigns like
Make in India, Atmanirbhar Bharat,
the revised composite definition of
MSMEs (2020), and the rollout of the
World Bank-backed RAMP initiative.

Shifted focus from survival to global
competitiveness, driving digital
onboarding via portals like GeM and
Udyam, while prioritizing innovation
and IP creation.




* Way Forward
* Institutionalizing Academia-Industry Integration

* We should establish formal, regional innovation consortia that link technical universities directly with local industrial clusters. Engineering
and technology curricula need regular updates to include practical skills in artificial intelligence, Internet of Things (loT) architectures, and
advanced chip design. These updates should be guided by direct input from industry experts to ensure graduates meet current market needs.

* Democratizing Intellectual Property Creation

* The government can set up dedicated Intellectual Property (IP) facilitation centers within existing industrial hubs. These centers should offer
micro and small enterprises affordable legal advice, technical support for patent searches, and streamlined fast-track patent processing.

* Expanding sovereign patent-filing subsidies can dramatically lower financial barriers, encouraging small businesses to secure original
proprietary designs.

* Facilitating Access to Patient Capital and Blended Finance

* Traditional banking often struggles to assess the value of intangible assets like software or intellectual property, making it difficult for
innovative small firms to secure credit.

» To bridge this gap, the state can introduce specialized blended finance funds and venture debt instruments. These financial tools should
evaluate creditworthiness based on technical merit and IP potential rather than requiring physical collateral.

* Developing Specialized, High-Tech Clusters

* Rather than building generic industrial zones, future infrastructure investments should prioritize specialized technology parks tailored for
high-growth sectors like defense systems, automotive electronics, and green technologies. These clusters ought to feature shared, state-of-the-
art facilities, including testing labs, advanced prototyping centers, and high-speed digital infrastructure, reducing upfront capital requirements
for small innovators.

* Strengthening Institutional Support Frameworks

* We should maximize the reach of comprehensive initiatives like the World Bank-assisted RAMP programme. Enhancing coordination
between central and state agencies will streamline the formalization of small businesses, speed up the resolution of delayed payments through
systems like MSME Samadhaan, and provide targeted training programs to help traditional entrepreneurs adopt modern digital business
models.
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Netra, India’s airborne surveillance
platform, gets final operational nod

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURL

The indigenous Netra Air-
borne Early Warning and
Control (AEW&C) system,
which played a pivotal role
as a force multiplier for the
Indian Air Force in the
2019 Balakot strikes and
Operation Sindoor last
vear, was accorded final
clearance

operational
(FOC) on Thursday.
Developed indigenously
by the Bengaluru-based
Centre for Airborne Sys-

tems (CABS), the Netra
AEW&C is integrated on
the Brazilian Embraer
EMB-145[ aircraft platform.

The system encompass-
es a sophisticated suite of
mission equipment, in-
cluding an Active Electron-
ically Scanned Array (AE-
SA) radar, Identification
Friend or Foe (IFF), mis-
sion computer, secure
communication networks,
electronic support mea-
sures (ESM) and communi-

Air Marshal Awadhesh Kumar Bharti and others, pose during a

ceremony marking the FOC of NETRA on Thursday. MURALI KUMAR K

cation support measures.
India is the hfth country in
the world to develop this
capability, as Netra can de-
tect, track, identify and
monitor airborne and mar-
itime targets enhancing the
network-centric  opera-
tions capabilities of the
IAF.

Dedication

At an event to mark the oc-
casion, scientists and IAF
officers dedicated the

achievement to colleagues
killed in a tragic air crash in
1999. The seeds of India's
airborne warning and con-
trol system (AWACS) were
sown in the early 1980s.
However, the tragic
crash of a modified HS748
Avro aircraft near Arakko-
nam in Tamil Nadu, with
eight people aboard, in-
cluding four IAF personnel
and four scientists, on Ja-
nuary 11, 1999 resulted in
the programme being

abandoned temporarily.

The programme took off
again after being sanc-
tioned afresh in 2004. Dur-
ing this intervening period,
scientists kept their persev-
erance and hoped for the
best,

“On January 11, 1999, the
ill-fated aircraft had a
crash. | salute personnel
who were on board, who
made their supreme sacrif-
ice. Today we have shown
that their sacrifice has not
gone in vain. This FOC is
dedicated to them,” Direc-
tor-General of Aeronautics
Cluster of the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO), K,
Rajalakshmi Menon said.

The Initial Operational
Clearance (I0C) for the Ne-
tra was accorded in 2015
and it was inducted into
the IAF in 2017.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) has ap-
proved the development of
six more AEW&C Mk-IA
systems by the CABS.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) System: This is essentially an "eye in the sky." It consists of a radar system mounted on an aircraft platform designed to detect
aircraft, ships, and vehicles at long ranges, while also commanding and controlling the battlespace by directing strikes.

* Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) Radar: A sophisticated type of phased array radar where the radio waves can be electronically steered in different directions
without physically moving the antenna. It offers higher resistance to electronic jamming, greater detection range, and the ability to track multiple targets simultaneously.

* Force Multiplier: A capability or attribute that, when added to a combat force, significantly increases its combat potential and enhances the probability of a successful mission.
The integration of an AEW&C platform allows existing fighter jets to operate with exponentially higher efficiency.

* Initial Operational Clearance (IOC) vs. Final Operational Clearance (FOC):
* |0C signifies that the system has met its basic developmental milestones and is safe for induction into service under specified operational envelopes.

* FOCis the ultimate validation, certifying that the system has successfully cleared all rigorous testing, met all combat parameters, and is fully battle-ready for
unrestricted operational deployment.

* Network-Centric Operations (NCO): A military doctrine that turns an information advantage—enabled by the networking of geographically dispersed forces—into maximum
combat power. It ensures real-time data sharing between sensors, commanders, and shooters.

* Identification Friend or Foe (IFF): An encrypted electronic radio-interrogation system designed for command and control. It enables military interrogation systems to recognize
friendly aircraft and distinguish them from potential adversaries, preventing fratricide (friendly fire).

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core theme revolves around India's achievement of a crucial defense milestone: granting Final Operational Clearance (FOC) to its indigenous Netra surveillance platform,
as illustrated in image_ad22bc.jpg. This represents a massive stride toward strategic self-reliance in cutting-edge aerospace engineering.

* Validation of Indigenous Capability: The journey of the Netra platform proves that Indian defense institutions like the Centre for Airborne Systems (CABS) and the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) can develop highly complex, network-centric warfare tools. Netra is integrated onto a modified Brazilian Embraer EMB-145I|
aircraft, showcasing a successful model of cross-border platform customization.

* Proven Combat Pedigree: Unlike systems tested only in simulated environments, this platform has already served as a critical force multiplier during real-world operations. It
played a defining role during the 2019 Balakot strikes and Operation Sindoor, validating its tactical utility in high-stakes electronic warfare and airspace management.

* Breaking the Global Oligopoly: Aerospace surveillance technology has historically been monopolized by a handful of Western nations and Russia. With Netra's formal maturity,
India firmly establishes itself as the fifth country globally to master this capability, bridging a vital strategic asymmetry in the subcontinent.

* A Stepping Stone for Scale: The institutional confidence gained from this project has directly paved the way for future scaling. This is evident from the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) approving the development of six additional, more advanced AEW&C Mk-1A systems, ensuring that indigenous technology remains the backbone of India's air
defense architecture.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The Early 1980s (The Genesis): The seeds of India's independent airborne warning and control systems (AWACS) were sown during this period. Recognizing the
growing capabilities of regional neighbors, Indian defense planners realized that ground-based radars left critical blind spots due to the curvature of the Earth.

* January 11, 1999 (The Tragic Setback): A modified HS-748 Avro aircraft carrying an indigenous radar testbed crashed near Arakkonam, Tamil Nadu. The tragedy
resulted in the loss of eight precious lives, including four senior defense scientists and four IAF personnel. This immense loss led to the temporary abandonment of
the active project, dealing a severe blow to indigenous military aviation R&D.

* 2004 (The Resurrection): Recognizing that importing foreign systems was economically draining and strategically restrictive, the government sanctioned the
program afresh. Scientists persevered, rebuilding the technological blueprint from scratch with enhanced safety and superior design parameters.

* 2015 to 2017 (The Milestone Transition): The relentless efforts of CABS and DRDO bore fruit when the Netra platform was accorded Initial Operational Clearance
(10C) in 2015. This was swiftly followed by its formal induction into the Indian Air Force fleet in 2017, where it began active service.

* The Present Horizon: Achieving the Final Operational Clearance (FOC) marks the culmination of this evolutionary phase. It transforms the project from a successful
technological demonstration into a fully optimized, battle-hardened asset ready for a expanded manufacturing run through the approved Mk-1A program.

* Way Forward

* Accelerating the Mk-1A and Mk-2 Timeline: Bureaucratic delays must be minimized to ensure the swift production of the six approved Mk-1A systems.
Simultaneously, development should speed up on the larger AWACS Mk-2 systems, which are being designed on commercial wide-body aircraft airframes to provide
extended range and 360-degree radar coverage.

* Deepening Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): While design houses like CABS retain core intellectual property, manufacturing sub-systems should be aggressively
outsourced to Tier-1 and Tier-2 private domestic defense vendors. This will optimize production speeds and strengthen the wider defense manufacturing ecosystem.

* Advanced Sensor Fusion and Al Integration: Future upgrades should incorporate Artificial Intelligence (Al) and machine learning algorithms into the system's
mission computers. This will automate target identification, speed up threat assessment, and seamlessly fuse data from satellites, ground radars, and airborne assets.

* Securing Against Cyber and Electronic Warfare: As network-centric operations expand, these airborne assets will become prime targets for enemy cyber-attacks
and advanced electronic jamming. Continuous investment in quantum-encrypted, un-jammable communication links is absolutely essential.

* Developing a Proactive Defense Export Strategy: India should look into exporting tailored variants of its indigenous AEW&C systems to friendly nations across
Southeast Asia, Africa, and Latin America. This would lower per-unit costs through economies of scale and establish India as a reliable high-tech security exporter.
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Emergency was a
direct assault on
Constitution: Modi

NEW DELW

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thurscay said the
Emergency was a direct as-
sault o the Constitution,
as it involved the suspen-
shon of civil Bberties, curbs
on freedom of
and the asvests of political
leaders, journalists, and
soctal workers.

In a post o0 X on the Sist

those who steadfastly de
fended demsocratic values
during “one of the darkest
chapters in India’s
history™

Noting tha the period
witnessed an st on in-
stitutions that are the be-
drock of Indian democra-
cy, the Prime Minister said:
“A1 the same time, i also
revealed the extraordinary
courage of countless chi

Constitution.”

“For all of us, our Con
struthon is an emnbodiment
of the aspirations, rights
and duties of HO crore In-
dans. We reatfirm our ool
lective commérment 10 s
feguarding  constisutional
values. Guided bry the splrit

of our Constitution, we will
Buiid an India that remains
ever comminted to justice,
Bberty, equality and fraer-
nity,” Mr, Modl sald.

Bharativa fanata Party
(1) chief Nitin Nabin said
the Congress, which bad
Bunched “the preatest -
tack on democracy”™, was
now ironically attemptang
10 represent itselfl as the
“focemost  self-appointed
defenders” of the
Constirution.

“If Parliament does not
function, the govermment
i blamed. i elections are
font, the system is blamed.
1 the public does not offer
support, institutions are
blamed,” he sald, asking
why the Comgress had
“never offered an unconds-
tonal apology”™ 1 the
country ot the
Emengency.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* National Emergency (Article 352): A constitutional provision that allows the Central government to assume extraordinary powers when the security of
India or any part of it is threatened by war, external aggression, or armed rebellion.

* Constitutionalism: The political philosophy that argues government authority is derived from and limited by a body of fundamental law. It stands in
direct opposition to arbitrary governance and absolute power.

» Civil Liberties: The fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed to citizens, protecting them from arbitrary state interference. These include freedom
of speech, peaceful assembly, and the right to life and personal liberty.

* Preventive Detention: The detention of a person without a trial or conviction by a court, not to punish them for a past offense, but to prevent them
from committing an offense in the future.

* Habeas Corpus: A Latin term meaning "to have the body." It is a judicial writ issued by courts to protect an individual against unlawful and arbitrary
detention, commanding the detaining authority to produce the person before the court.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The historical experience of the 1975 Emergency, as referenced in contemporary political reflections, offers profound insights into the vulnerability and
resilience of democratic systems.

* The Thesis of Executive Supremacy: The core argument centers on how the misuse of constitutional provisions can lead to an absolute concentration
of power in the executive. When checks and balances fail, institutional mechanisms designed to protect the state can be turned against its own citizens,
resulting in what is frequently described as a direct assault on the Constitution.

* The Systematic Erosion of Rights: A primary characteristic of this era was the complete suspension of fundamental rights, particularly the right to move
courts for the enforcement of the right to life and personal liberty. This was accompanied by strict press censorship, demonstrating how easily publir
discourse can be monopolized by the state when legal safeguards are removed.

* The Capitulation vs. Resilience of Institutions: The narrative presents a dual reality. On one hand, key state institutions—including p
judiciary and the bureaucracy—failed to resist executive overreach. On the other hand, the ultimate resilience of Indian democracy t by its
state machinery, but by the extraordinary courage of citizens, journalists, and underground movements that refused to remain si!

* The Question of Accountability and Apology: Modern political discourse emphasizes that true democratic healing requires litional
acknowledgment of past institutional failures. The ongoing debate regarding the lack of a formal, cross-party consensus on ! vrongs highlights
that the legacy of the Emergency remains an active legal and moral touchstone in Indian politics.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The trajectory of emergency powers in India reflects a constant struggle between state security and individual freedom, evolving significantly from the colonial era
to the present day.

* Colonial Precedents (Pre-1950): The roots of extraordinary executive power lie in colonial laws like the Government of India Act 1935 (Section 102), which gave the
Governor-General sweeping powers during emergencies. The Rowlatt Act of 1919 also normalized preventive detention, establishing a legacy of state securitization
over civil rights.

* The Constituent Assembly Debates (1946—-1949): The inclusion of Part XVIII (Articles 352-360) faced fierce resistance. Visionary leaders like H.V. Kamath warned
that these provisions would create a totalitarian state. However, the chaotic backdrop of Partition and the integration of princely states convinced the framers that a
strong central hand was necessary to preserve national unity.

* The Era of External Emergencies (1962 & 1971): The first two National Emergencies were declared due to external threats—the Indo-China War (1962) and the
Indo-Pakistani War (1971). These periods enjoyed broad political consensus as the focus was entirely on national defense.

* The Internal Emergency Watershed (1975-1977): The imposition of an emergency on the grounds of "internal disturbance" marked a radical shift. This period
witnessed the controversial 42nd Amendment, which attempted to place constitutional amendments beyond judicial review and reduce the power of the high courts.

* The Corrective Era (1978—Present): The post-Emergency Janata Government enacted the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1978, to prevent future misuse. It
replaced "internal disturbance" with "armed rebellion," mandated that an emergency can only be declared via a written cabinet recommendation, and declared that
Articles 20 and 21 cannot be suspended even during an emergency. Subsequent judgements like S.R. Bommai (1994) further subjected emergency declarations to strict
judicial review.

*  Way Forward

* Codifying Bureaucratic Independence: There is an urgent need to insulate the civil services from political victimization. Implementing the recommendations of the
Hota Committee and Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) regarding fixed tenures and transparent transfer policies will help civil servants uphold the law without
fearing political backlash.

* Deepening Constitutional Literacy: A democracy is only as resilient as its citizenry. Integrating robust human rights and constitutional education into school
curricula will cultivate a public consciousness that prioritizes civil liberties, ensuring that future generations recognize and resist early signs of authoritarianism.

* Strengthening Judicial Appointments: To maintain a fiercely independent judiciary capable of checking executive overreach, the appointment process must remain
transparent and free from executive dominance. Safeguarding the independence of the higher judiciary is our ultimate structural defense against constitutional
subversion.

* Protecting Press Freedom and Civil Society: Independent media and active civil society organizations act as an early-warning system for democracy. Creating robust
legal protections for investigative journalists and institutional space for peaceful dissent ensures that the executive remains continuously accountable to the public.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

» Citizenship vs. Nationality: While often used interchangeably in casual conversation, they are legally distinct. Nationality denotes a person's geopolitical ties and place of birth,

acting as an empirical fact of origin. Citizenship, conversely, is a specific legal status under municipal law, granting a bouquet of civil, political, and constitutional rights. For

ié\stanceH anAindlilédual might hold Indian nationality by birth, but their legal status as a citizen is contingent upon satisfying the criteria laid down in the Constitution and the
itizenship Act, 1955.

* Conclusive Proof vs. Evidentiary Document: A conclusive proof is a document that establishes a fact beyond legal challenge, shutting out any further evidence to the contrary.
An evidentiary document merely serves as a piece of admissible evidence to suggest a fact, which can still be disproved or rebutted in a court of law. In India, documents like
Passports, Aadhaar cards, and Voter IDs are evidentiary; they indicate a presumption of identity or residency but do not constitute absolute, unassailable proof of citizenship.

* Jus Soli and Jus Sanguinis: These are the two primary philosophical doctrines of citizenship. Jus Soli (right of the soil) confers citizenship based on the place of birth, regardless
of parental nationality. Jus Sanguinis (right of blood) determines citizenship based on the nationality of one or both parents. India's citizenship regime has progressively shifted
from a liberal Jus Soli framework at independence towards a strict Jus Sanguinis model to check illegal migration.

» Section 20 of the Passport Act, 1967: This statutory provision empowers the Central Government to issue passports or travel documents to persons who are not citizens of
India, if it deems such issuance necessary in the public interest. A practical example includes the issuance of specialized identity/travel documents to Tibetan or Sri Lankan Tamil
refugees residing in India, demonstrating that possessing an Indian travel document does not automatically equate to possessing Indian citizenship.

* Universal Citizenship Certificate: A single, definitive document issued by a sovereign state that universally certifies an individual's citizenship status from birth. While
naturalized or registered citizens in India receive certificates of naturalization, the vast majority of native-born Indians do not possess a standalone "citizenship certificate," relying
instead on a constellation of secondary records.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core administrative paradox in India is that while the state demands proof of citizenship for various civil and security exercises, the legal framework does not recognize any
single document as absolute proof of that status.

* The Functional Purpose of Identity Documents

* The executive position, as reiterated by the Ministry of External Affairs, establishes that a passport is fundamentally a travel document designed to facilitate international
transit. While the state issues a passport only after a rigorous verification process where it satisfies itself of the applicant's status, the document remains prima facie evidence
rather than absolute proof. It does not create citizenship; it merely reflects an administrative presumption that can be challenged and overturned in a court of law. Similarly,
Aadhaar is strictly a proof of residence and identity, explicitly barred from being used as a test for citizenship.

* The Judicial Concordance on Burden of Proof

* The judiciary has consistently maintained a strict approach regarding the evidentiary value of identity documents when citizenship is contested. High Courts and the Supreme
goutr)t have ruleddthat even the concurrent possession of a passport, a birth certificate, and an Aadhaar card cannot prevent an inquiry into a person's legal status if credible
oubts are raised.

* Furthermore, under the jurisprudence established by cases like Sarbananda Sonowal v. Union of India (2005), the burden of proof rests squarely on the individual claiming
citizenship, rather than on the state alleging illegal status. This creates a high evidentiary threshold for individuals who must prove a negative fact—that they are not foreigners.

* The Legislative Gap and its Consequences

* Articles 5 to 11 of the Constitution and the Citizenship Act, 1955, delineate the pathways to acquire and lose citizenship but deliberately stop short of prescribing a singular,
universally accessible document to certify it. Instead, citizenship remains an inferred status derived from a combination of birth, parentage, and long-term domicile records. This
structural gap creates administrative vulnerabilities, where minor clerical errors, variations in the spelling of names across historical land records, or missing birth certificates can
jeopardize an individual's legal safety, as observed during the localized implementation of the National Register of Citizens (NRC).



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The Constitutional and Statutory Foundation (1950-1955)

* Atindependence, the makers of the Constitution faced the monumental task of defining the polity amid the chaos of Partition. Articles 5 to 11 provided an inclusive
framework based heavily on domicile and birth. To provide a permanent statutory mechanism, Parliament enacted the Citizenship Act, 1955. In its original form, the Act embraced
Jus Soli, granting citizenship to almost anyone born on Indian soil between January 26, 1950, and July 1, 1987, reflecting a confident, civic model of statehood.

* Geopolitical Pressures and Statutory Amendments (1986-2003)

* Massive irregular migration, particularly highlighted by the anti-foreigner agitation in Assam during the late 1970s and early 1980s, forced a radical re-evaluation of this open-
door policy. The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 1986, altered the rules of birthright citizenship: for those born after 1987, it was no longer enough to be born in India; at least one
parent had to be an Indian citizen.

* The ti%htening reached its peak with the 2003 Amendment under the Vajpayee administration. This amendment mandated that for births after 2003, citizenship by birth
would only be granted if both parents were citizens, or if one parent was a citizen and the other was not an illegal migrant. Crucially, the 2003 Rules also introduced the legal
architecture for a National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC).

* The Modern Crisis of Proof (2015—Present)

* The abstract provisions of the 2003 Rules found a concrete, highly contentious trial ground in Assam between 2015 and 2019. Conducted under Supreme Court monitoring,
the Assam NRC required residents to produce legacy data linking them to ancestors living in India prior to March 24, 1971. The exercise revealed the fragility of India’s
documentary ecosystem, leaving nearly 1.9 million peoPIe out of the final list due to minor spelling errors, missing links, and structural lack of documentation among marginalized
populations. This clarified that the historical absence of a universal citizenship certificate remains an unresolved challenge in administrative law.

* Way Forward
* Modernization and Harmonization of Civil Registries

* Instead of launching sudden, high-stakes verification drives that rely on historical legacy data, India must focus on modernizing and strengthening its current civil registration
system. Ensuring universal, error-free registration of births and deaths under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act is the most effective way to build a reliable database. The
state should work toward linking municipal databases with centralized identity registries to reduce the need for citizens to produce multiple historical documents.

* Legislative Clarification on Evidentiary Value

* Parliament should consider amending relevant statutes to clarify the evidentiary hierarchy of state-issued documents. If a passport or a voter identity card is issued after
rigorous field verification by state authorities, it should carry a strong legal presumption of citizenship. The state should only be able to challenge this presumption if it presents
clear evidence of fraud or misrepresentation, rather than placing the entire burden of proof on the individual during routine inquiries.

* Institutionalizing Administrative Redress and Compassion

* Any identity verification process must include robust, accessible administrativegrievance mechanisms. Standard operating procedures should be established to handle
common issues like sEeIIing mismatches, variations in surnames post-marriage, and missing ancestral documents due to poverty or natural disasters. Administrative tribunals
should be staffed with trained judicial officers who prioritize substantial justice over minor clerical technicalities, ensuring that no genuine citizen is disenfranchised due to
systemic paperwork failures.

* Formulation of a Humane and Rule-Based Refugee Policy

* To resolve the issues arising from provisions like Section 20 of the Passport Act, India should develop a clear, domestic statutory framework for refugees and asylum seekers.
Differentiating clearly between economic migrants, irregular infiltrators, and persecuted refugees would allow the state to manage its borders effectively while upholding its long-
standing humanitarian traditions on the international stage.
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