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SECTION 1 | KEY TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

 

Understanding India's strategic posture requires familiarity with a set of specialized concepts that bridge 
military doctrine, international law, and geopolitical theory. The following terms form the conceptual 
backbone of this issue and frequently appear in UPSC Mains, Essay, and Ethics papers. 

 

Term / Concept Explanation with Context 

Sub-Threshold Warfare Military operations conducted below the level that would formally trigger 
a full-scale war. India's strikes were designed to punish terrorist 
infrastructure without crossing the threshold of declared inter-state war, 
denying Pakistan the justification to escalate to nuclear or conventional 
theatres. It mirrors the logic of 'escalation dominance' — holding the 
adversary at a disadvantage at every level of the conflict spectrum. 

Compressed Battle Cycle A doctrine that acknowledges modern conflicts escalate within hours 
rather than days. Intelligence gathering, targeting, precision strikes, air 
defence activation, drone deployment, escalation management, 
diplomatic signalling, and domestic information operations all occur 
almost simultaneously. The 88-hour duration of Op Sindoor exemplifies 
this reality. 

Cross-Domain Deterrence The ability to deter or respond to adversary actions in one domain (e.g., 
land-based terrorism) through instruments from another domain (e.g., 
precision air strikes, cyber operations, naval manoeuvre). Future 
conflicts will demand seamless integration across land, air, sea, cyber, 
and cognitive domains. 

Jointness (Military) The operational doctrine requiring the Army, Navy, and Air Force to 
operate as a unified, seamlessly coordinated force under common 
target folders, interoperable communications, and shared situational 
awareness. Historically India's services have operated in silos — Op 
Sindoor tested and revealed both progress and gaps in jointness. 
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Information Warfare / Info 
Ops 

The deliberate use of information — true, distorted, or fabricated — to 
shape perceptions of conflict outcomes among domestic and 
international audiences. Pakistan's media ecosystem claimed victory 
despite suffering extensive infrastructure damage, demonstrating that 
narrative management is now as critical as kinetic outcomes. 

Precision Strike Capability The use of guided munitions and standoff weapons to destroy specific 
targets with minimal collateral damage. Standoff precision strikes allow 
aircraft to engage targets without physically entering adversary 
airspace, reducing the risk to pilots and escalation optics, while 
maintaining political deniability and proportionality. 

China-Pakistan Nexus The deepening strategic alignment between China and Pakistan across 
military hardware supply, intelligence sharing, diplomatic shielding at 
the UN Security Council, and economic infrastructure (CPEC). This 
means India's western front crisis is increasingly shaped by a two-front 
collusive challenge rather than a bilateral Pakistan issue. 

Escalation Ladder / 
Escalation Dominance 

A conceptual framework describing the sequential steps through which 
a conflict can intensify — from limited strikes to conventional war to 
nuclear use. Escalation dominance means being more capable than 
the adversary at every rung. India's objective in Op Sindoor was to 
occupy a dominant rung while preventing uncontrolled escalation. 

LASHKAR-E-TAIBA / JAISH-
E-MOHAMMED 

Pakistan-based terrorist organisations with a history of orchestrating 
major attacks on Indian soil including the 2001 Parliament attack, 2008 
Mumbai attacks, and the 2019 Pulwama attack. They are designated 
foreign terrorist organisations by the United States and proscribed by 
the UN Security Council but continue to operate under state patronage 
in Pakistan. 

Cognitive Domain / 
Perception Management 

The emerging fifth domain of warfare, focusing on shaping the beliefs, 
morale, and decision-making of adversary leaders, soldiers, and civilian 
populations. The battle for narrative — who won Op Sindoor — was 
fought almost entirely in the cognitive domain through television, social 
media, and diplomatic messaging. 

Drone Warfare The use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for surveillance, precision 
strikes, and swarm attacks. Pakistan launched hundreds of drones into 
Indian airspace during Op Sindoor, making drone warfare a central 
feature of sub-continental conflict for the first time and highlighting the 
urgent need for layered counter-drone architecture. 

Two-Front War A strategic nightmare scenario for India — having to simultaneously 
manage a full-scale conventional conflict on the western front 
(Pakistan) and the northern front (China). Op Sindoor, while remaining 
below this threshold, demonstrated the collusive nature of the China-
Pakistan challenge and why India cannot treat the two adversaries in 
isolation. 
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SECTION 2 | MAIN ARGUMENTS AND SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS 

 

The core thesis that emerges from India's strategic experience in Operation Sindoor can be distilled into 
four interlocking arguments. Each argument carries profound implications for how India conceptualises, 
plans, and executes future security responses. Taken together, they amount to a comprehensive re-
evaluation of India's counter-terrorism doctrine. 

 

2.1  Core Thesis: The Architecture of Sub-Threshold Deterrence 

◆  Central Proposition: India demonstrated that a nuclear-armed state facing state-sponsored 
terrorism can exercise proportionate, deniable, precision military force below the threshold of 
declared war without triggering nuclear escalation — effectively enforcing red lines while preserving 
strategic ambiguity. 

◆  Supporting Evidence: Nine terrorist infrastructure targets were destroyed in 88 hours, including 
the headquarters of Lashkar-e-Taiba at Muridke and Jaish-e-Mohammed at Bahawalpur, sites that 
had previously been considered untouchable due to escalation fears. 

◆  Significance of Brevity: The 88-hour timeline was a deliberate strategic choice — long enough to 
achieve kinetic objectives and signal resolve, short enough to prevent Pakistan from framing it as a 
full-scale invasion and deny China a pretext for direct intervention. 

 

2.2  The Four Imperatives: Lessons India Must Internalize 

◆  Imperative 1 — Compressed Battle Cycle Readiness: Future crises will not unfold in neat, sequential 
phases. Intelligence, targeting, kinetic action, diplomatic outreach, air defence, drone management, 
and information operations will occur almost simultaneously. India must invest in decision-making 
architecture that can manage this compressed tempo without confusion or delay. 

◆  Imperative 2 — Technology Integration (Drones and Standoff Weapons): Drone warfare has arrived 
on South Asian battlefields. Pakistan launched mass drone swarms; India responded with a mix of 
kinetic and electronic countermeasures. Future planning must centre drone inventories, counter-
drone layered systems, and long-range standoff precision missiles to strike without crossing borders. 

◆  Imperative 3 — Information Warfare as a Theatre of Conflict: Even when India inflicted extensive 
damage, Pakistan's media and information ecosystem successfully constructed a narrative of 
'victory'. This is not mere propaganda — it has strategic consequences. International opinion, 
domestic morale, and diplomatic positioning are all shaped by the information battle. India's 
information campaign must begin before the first strike. 

◆  Imperative 4 — China-Pakistan Nexus Awareness: India was not dealing with Pakistan alone. It 
was dealing with a Pakistani military system increasingly equipped by China, enabled by Chinese 
intelligence platforms, and diplomatically cushioned by Beijing. This collusive architecture 
transforms every India-Pakistan crisis into a two-front management problem. 

 

2.3  Critical Counterarguments and Limitations 

◆  Template Fallacy Risk: Op Sindoor was primarily an air and missile campaign. The Army and Navy 
played peripheral roles. Using it as a universal template for all future conflicts is dangerous — a 
longer war with major ground operations or sustained maritime conflict would impose entirely 
different demands on logistics, manpower, industrial capacity, and national endurance. 

◆  Escalation Risk Remains Real: The very success of sub-threshold operations can lower the 
political threshold for future use of force on both sides. If Pakistan perceives that India will not 
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escalate beyond a certain point, it may continue to calibrate provocations just below that level — a 
strategic cat-and-mouse that raises long-term instability. 

◆  Domestic Media as a Vulnerability: Sections of Indian media amplified misinformation during the 
conflict, undermining India's credibility in projecting a legitimate picture to the global audience. When 
media institutions distort reality, they inhibit the state's ability to conduct effective information 
operations and manage international perception. 
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SECTION 3 | HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF INDIA'S COUNTER-
TERRORISM DOCTRINE 

 

India's willingness and ability to conduct cross-border precision strikes in 2025 was not a sudden leap 
— it was the culmination of a gradual, often painful evolution in strategic doctrine spanning nearly eight 
decades. Understanding this trajectory is essential for contextualizing the significance of Op Sindoor 
within the arc of India's national security history. 

 

Phase / Event Strategic Significance 

1947–48: First Kashmir War India's first post-independence military engagement exposed the 
vulnerability of a newly partitioned state to irregular warfare supported 
by a neighbouring state. The ceasefire without a decisive military 
conclusion set a precedent of diplomatic resolution over military victory 
that would shape thinking for decades. 

1965: Operation Gibraltar & 
Grand Slam 

Pakistan's covert infiltration of militants into Kashmir (Op Gibraltar) 
preceded the conventional 1965 war, establishing the template of using 
non-state proxies to create sub-conventional pressure that could then 
be converted into a conventional opportunity. India's strategic culture 
had to grapple with this hybrid threat for the first time at scale. 

1971: Bangladesh Liberation 
War 

India's decisive military intervention demonstrated the efficacy of 
combining political objectives, intelligence operations, diplomatic 
isolation of Pakistan (through the Indo-Soviet Treaty), and joint military 
operations. The creation of Bangladesh remains India's most 
successful example of integrated national power. However, Pakistani 
leadership drew the lesson that nuclear weapons were essential to 
prevent a repeat. 

1974/1998: Nuclear Tests & 
Deterrence Stability 

India's Pokhran-I (Smiling Buddha, 1974) and Pokhran-II (Operation 
Shakti, 1998), followed by Pakistan's Chagai tests in 1998, 
fundamentally altered the South Asian strategic environment. Nuclear 
weapons created a 'stability-instability paradox' — while deterring all-
out war, they created space for sub-conventional conflict and terrorism 
below the nuclear threshold. 

1999: Kargil Conflict Pakistan's military occupation of Indian heights in Kargil demonstrated 
that nuclear deterrence actually incentivised sub-conventional 
adventurism. India's response was carefully calibrated — it chose not 
to cross the Line of Control, absorbing significant casualties to maintain 
international legitimacy. This restrained doctrine frustrated strategic 
hawks but preserved India's moral high ground. 

2001: Parliament Attack The Jaish-e-Mohammed attack on Parliament triggered Operation 
Parakram — India's largest-ever mobilisation (5,00,000 troops along 
the border). However, the mobilisation did not translate into military 
action, partly due to diplomatic pressure and partly due to the absence 
of a swift, calibrated strike option. The lesson was that India needed a 
doctrine for rapid, precise, limited military action. 

2008: Mumbai 26/11 Attacks The most devastating terrorist attack on Indian soil since Independence 
killed 166 people and paralysed India's financial capital for three days. 
Despite overwhelming evidence of Pakistani state complicity, India 
chose not to respond militarily — a decision that critics argued 
emboldened Pakistan's proxy war strategy. The strategic community 
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began developing the concept of 'Cold Start' — rapid mobilisation for 
limited war. 

2016: Uri Attack & Surgical 
Strikes 

Following the Uri attack (18 soldiers killed), India conducted surgical 
strikes across the Line of Control, publicly acknowledged them, and 
used the event to signal a change in doctrine — that cross-border 
terrorism would no longer be cost-free for Pakistan. However, strikes 
were limited in scope and on the LoC, not deep inside Pakistan. 

2019: Pulwama-Balakot After the Pulwama suicide bombing killed 40 CRPF personnel, India 
struck the Jaish-e-Mohammed training camp in Balakot, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa — the first Indian Air Force strike deep inside Pakistan 
since 1971. This was a qualitative escalation — moving from LoC 
strikes to strikes on Pakistani soil. It established precedent for Op 
Sindoor. 

2025: Operation Sindoor India struck nine targets including the headquarters of LeT and JeM in 
a 88-hour precision campaign. Pakistan responded with mass drone 
swarms and air force engagement, Indian Air Force struck Pakistani 
airbases at Chaklala, Rafiqui, Rahim Yar Khan, Sargodha, Bholari and 
Jacobabad. A ceasefire was accepted on May 10. Op Sindoor 
represents the most comprehensive sub-threshold military action India 
has ever conducted. 
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SECTION 4 | LOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS 

 

The strategic choices made in Op Sindoor rest on a set of underlying assumptions, logical frameworks, 
and philosophical traditions that students should be able to articulate — not just describe what 
happened, but explain why it was conceived as it was. This dimension is particularly critical for Essay 
and Ethics papers. 

 

4.1  Realist Logic: The Grundnorm of Survival 

◆  Classical realism (Hobbes, Morgenthau) holds that in an anarchic international system, the ultimate 
obligation of a sovereign state is to ensure its own survival and security. From this perspective, a 
state that absorbs repeated terrorist attacks without response is not practising restraint — it is 
inviting continued aggression by signalling that the cost of terrorism is negligible. 

◆  Kautilya's Arthashastra, India's own ancient strategic tradition, explicitly endorses pre-emptive and 
punitive force as instruments of statecraft when diplomacy, conciliation, and economic pressure 
have been exhausted. Op Sindoor can be read as a contemporary expression of this tradition — 
measured application of force (danda) in service of higher order (rajadharma). 

◆  The concept of 'Saam, Daam, Dand, Bhed' from Indian political philosophy maps almost perfectly 
onto modern strategic theory: persuasion (diplomacy), incentivisation (economic engagement), 
force (military action), and sowing discord (information operations). India's post-Pahalgam response 
employed all four instruments in sequence. 

4.2  Liberal Internationalist Critique 

◆  Liberal theory emphasises rule of law, multilateral institutions, and diplomatic resolution. Critics 
within this tradition argue that unilateral military action, even against terrorist infrastructure, sets 
dangerous precedents, legitimises Pakistan's counter-narrative of Indian aggression, and 
undermines the UN Charter's prohibition on the use of force except in self-defence. 

◆  The right to self-defence under Article 51 of the UN Charter has been invoked by India, but its 
application to non-state actors operating from state territory remains contested in international law 
— a tension that Op Sindoor sharply illustrates. 

4.3  The Just War Tradition 

◆  Just War theory (Aquinas, Grotius) requires that military force meet conditions of: just cause, right 
intention, proper authority, last resort, probability of success, and proportionality. India's response 
to the Pahalgam massacre — targeting terrorist infrastructure rather than civilian areas — can be 
evaluated against each of these criteria. 

◆  Proportionality remains the most contested criterion: nine targets destroyed, Pakistani airbases 
struck, drone swarms intercepted — was this proportionate to the original massacre? India's position 
is that the systemic nature of state-sponsored terrorism justifies systemic dismantling of its 
infrastructure. 

4.4  Epistemological Dimension: The Limits of Information in Modern War 

◆  Op Sindoor exposed a fundamental epistemological problem: in the age of information warfare, 
objective military outcomes and perceived outcomes diverge dramatically. Pakistan's media 
constructed a narrative of victory while its airbases smouldered — a striking illustration of Jean 
Baudrillard's concept of the 'simulacrum', where the representation of reality becomes more powerful 
than reality itself. 

◆  This has profound implications for democratic governance: when the citizenry cannot distinguish 
real outcomes from manufactured ones, informed consent to state policy becomes impossible — a 
challenge that cuts to the heart of deliberative democracy as articulated by Jürgen Habermas. 
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SECTION 5 | NEW FEATURES AND UNIQUE IDEAS 

 

Op Sindoor introduced several genuinely novel elements into India's strategic playbook and into the 
broader canon of sub-continental security studies. These innovations deserve careful attention — they 
are likely to feature in future UPSC questions on evolving security challenges. 

 

◆  South Asia's First Drone War: Operation Sindoor is being described as South Asia's first drone 
war — the first large-scale deployment of offensive drone swarms by Pakistan and the first 
systematic counter-drone response by India in a live conflict. This is not merely a tactical innovation 
— it fundamentally alters force employment, logistics chains, and the economics of warfare. A single 
drone costs a fraction of a piloted aircraft, enabling mass saturation attacks that overwhelm 
traditional air defence. 

◆  Standoff Precision Strikes as the New Normal: The use of long-range standoff precision missiles 
that allow aircraft to engage targets far inside adversary territory without crossing borders is 
genuinely new in the South Asian context. This approach makes attacks appear politically 
manageable and almost risk-free — which is precisely what makes it strategically dangerous: it 
lowers the psychological barrier to using force. 

◆  Information Operations as Simultaneous, Not Sequential: Traditionally, information operations 
followed military action — governments released carefully crafted messages after events concluded. 
Op Sindoor demonstrated that information operations must begin before the first kinetic strike and 
run in parallel. Credible diplomatic briefs, pre-positioned narratives, and clear threshold 
communication must precede military action to control the international information environment. 

◆  The China Live-Test Hypothesis: The proposition that China may have been treating Op Sindoor 
as a live test of Indian tactics, technology, and response patterns — feeding real-time intelligence 
and platform data to Pakistan — is a genuinely novel strategic assessment. If validated, it implies 
that every future India-Pakistan engagement will simultaneously be an India-China intelligence 
contest. 

◆  Cognitive Domain as Primary Battlefield: For the first time, a serious strategic voice explicitly 
argued that the cognitive domain — the battle for perceptions — was the central theatre of the 
conflict, not incidental to it. This represents a maturation of India's strategic discourse, aligning it 
with emerging doctrines in NATO and major power military establishments. 

◆  Maritime Domain Emergence: The explicit acknowledgment that future crises could extend to the 
maritime domain, with naval forces playing an active rather than peripheral role, signals a shift in 
how India conceptualises the geography of sub-threshold conflict. The Arabian Sea and Indian 
Ocean could become theatres of coercive pressure in future crises, linking the western naval flank 
to the continental confrontation. 
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SECTION 6 | SUSTAINABILITY OF INDIA'S STRATEGIC APPROACH 

 

Sustainability in strategic affairs means more than environmental viability — it encompasses the long-
term political, institutional, constitutional, ethical, and societal capacity of a democracy to sustain an 
assertive security posture over time. A strategy that works in the short term can be self-defeating in the 
long run if it undermines democratic institutions or triggers unmanageable escalation cycles. 

 

6.1  Constitutional and Legal Sustainability 

◆  India's Constitution does not grant the executive unlimited authority to conduct military operations. 
Article 352 (Emergency Powers), Parliament's oversight role, and the requirement for accountability 
to democratic institutions remain critical constraints. Sustained operations below formal war — 
without parliamentary debate or public accountability — risk normalising executive overreach. 

◆  International Humanitarian Law (IHL), particularly the Geneva Conventions and their Additional 
Protocols, governs the conduct of armed conflict even in sub-threshold operations. Distinction 
(between combatants and civilians), proportionality, and military necessity are binding principles that 
constrain the choice of targets even in counter-terrorism strikes. 

6.2  Institutional Sustainability (Military Jointness) 

◆  The greatest institutional sustainability challenge is achieving and maintaining genuine jointness 
across the three services. India created the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) position in 2019 and is 
progressively establishing Integrated Theatre Commands. However, institutional cultures, resource 
competition, and bureaucratic inertia mean that achieving the seamless jointness required for 
compressed battle cycle warfare will take years, not months. 

◆  The Agnipath scheme, which introduced short-term military service contracts, raises long-term 
questions about the depth of trained manpower reserves available for sustained conventional 
conflict — a concern amplified by the recognition that Op Sindoor-style operations may be 
insufficient in a longer war. 

6.3  Economic Sustainability 

◆  India's defence budget as a percentage of GDP has hovered around 2.0-2.3%, below the 3% 
benchmark many strategic analysts recommend for a country facing a two-front challenge. 
Sustained investment in drone fleets, standoff missile systems, counter-drone architecture, cyber 
warfare capabilities, and expanded naval assets requires a defence industrial base that India is still 
in the process of building under the Atmanirbhar Bharat programme. 

◆  The Defence Production Policy 2020 and the creation of two Defence Industrial Corridors (Uttar 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu) represent structural steps toward sustainability, but dependence on 
imported platforms — particularly for advanced fighter aircraft and submarine technology — remains 
a strategic vulnerability. 

6.4  Ethical and Societal Sustainability 

◆  A democratic society's willingness to absorb the costs and risks of an assertive security posture — 
casualties, economic disruption, international criticism — depends on public trust in institutions, 
media credibility, and transparent governance. Op Sindoor revealed that India's domestic 
information environment is itself a vulnerability: when sections of media amplify misinformation, 
public trust in state narratives erodes, weakening the societal foundation of security policy. 
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SECTION 7 | CHALLENGES RELATED TO INDIA'S SECURITY DOCTRINE 

 

Every strategic doctrine, however well-conceived, confronts a web of implementation challenges, 
adversary adaptations, structural constraints, and ethical dilemmas. Identifying these challenges with 
precision — and articulating their inter-linkages — is what distinguishes a truly UPSC-standard answer 
from a superficial one. 

 

7.1  Operational Challenges 

◆  Jointness Deficit: Despite the creation of the CDS, India's three services still largely operate in 
separate institutional cultures with different doctrines, communication systems, and training 
paradigms. In a compressed battle cycle, the failure of even one link in the joint operational chain 
can produce catastrophic outcomes. 

◆  Counter-Drone Architecture Gaps: Pakistan's mass drone swarm deployment exposed gaps in 
India's layered counter-drone system. India currently lacks sufficient numbers of directed energy 
weapons, jamming systems, and kinetic interceptors at forward positions to cost-effectively 
neutralise large drone swarms. 

◆  Cyber Vulnerability: Future conflicts will almost certainly include cyber-attacks on critical 
infrastructure — power grids, financial systems, telecommunications, military command networks. 
India's critical infrastructure protection framework, while improving, is not yet mature enough to 
absorb sophisticated state-level cyber warfare. 

7.2  Strategic and Geopolitical Challenges 

◆  Two-Front Management: India's single greatest strategic challenge is the possibility of 
simultaneous escalation on both the Pakistan and China fronts. China need not open a formal 
military front — it can apply coercive pressure through platforms, intelligence support to Pakistan, 
cyber operations, and diplomatic moves at the UN Security Council, all without crossing the 
threshold of open war. 

◆  Escalation Control: Sub-threshold operations inherently carry the risk of unintended escalation. A 
miscalculated response by Pakistan, domestic political pressure in Islamabad to 'retaliate', or a 
rogue military commander's decision could push the conflict up the escalation ladder faster than 
political leadership on either side can manage. 

◆  Nuclear Threshold Ambiguity: Pakistan's nuclear posture — featuring tactical nuclear weapons 
and a First Use doctrine — is deliberately ambiguous. India's No First Use policy, while providing 
moral clarity, places the burden of absorbing a first strike on India before it can retaliate. This 
asymmetry complicates India's escalation calculus in any sub-threshold engagement. 

7.3  Institutional and Governance Challenges 

◆  Information Warfare Governance: India lacks a unified, well-resourced agency equivalent to a 
strategic communications command that can conduct coordinated information operations across 
diplomatic, media, and social media channels simultaneously. The absence of such an agency was 
evident in Op Sindoor's narrative management gaps. 

◆  Intelligence Failure Risk: Precision targeting depends on precise intelligence. Intelligence failures 
can result in strikes on unintended targets, triggering international condemnation and undermining 
the legitimacy of the entire operation. The quality and real-time nature of intelligence is therefore as 
important as the missiles themselves. 

◆  Democratic Accountability: Sub-threshold operations conducted rapidly, without public 
deliberation or parliamentary oversight, risk normalising a security state that acts beyond the 
knowledge of its citizens. The tension between operational secrecy (necessary for tactical success) 
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and democratic accountability (necessary for constitutional legitimacy) is a structural challenge with 
no easy resolution. 
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SECTION 8 | MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS 

 

A truly analytical UPSC response examines an issue not merely through a single lens but across multiple 
dimensions — social, political, legal, ethical, international, and economic. The following analysis models 
this approach, showing how each dimension reveals a distinct facet of India's sub-threshold security 
challenge. 

 

8.1  Social Dimension 

◆  Public perceptions of national security profoundly shape democratic politics. The Pahalgam 
massacre, targeting tourists in a region closely identified with India's cultural heritage and secular 
plurality, triggered a wave of national outrage that created irresistible public pressure for a strong 
response. In this sense, the social dimension directly shaped the political decision to act. 

◆  At the same time, the domestic information environment — where television media and social media 
ecosystems can amplify misinformation, fabricate narratives, and distort outcomes — demonstrated 
that Indian society's capacity for rational, evidence-based discourse about security events is under 
severe strain. Social media's algorithm-driven virality favours emotionally charged, identity-affirming 
content over factually accurate reporting. 

◆  There is also a crucial social dimension to the China-Pakistan nexus: the CPEC infrastructure 
running through Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir creates a Chinese economic stake in the region's 
political status — turning what was once a bilateral India-Pakistan dispute into a three-party 
geopolitical contest with deep economic interests on both sides. 

 

8.2  Political Dimension 

◆  Domestically, India's response to cross-border terrorism has always carried a domestic political 
dimension — governments that are perceived as weak on national security face serious electoral 
consequences. However, this also creates risks of 'audience costs' — the temptation to escalate for 
domestic political gain even when the strategic rationale argues for restraint. 

◆  Pakistan's political economy of terrorism is deeply structural: the military-intelligence complex that 
sponsors non-state actors as instruments of foreign policy is itself a political actor that resists civilian 
government oversight. This means diplomatic negotiations with Pakistani civilian governments have 
limited effectiveness when the actual decision-making authority on terrorism policy rests with the 
Army and ISI. 

◆  China's political calculus in supporting Pakistan includes preserving Pakistan as a strategic 
counterweight to India, protecting its CPEC investment, and using Pakistan as a buffer state. China's 
diplomatic shielding of Pakistan at the UN Security Council — blocking the designation of Pakistani-
based terrorists — is a structural political challenge that India must factor into every strategic 
calculation. 

 

8.3  Legal Dimension 

◆  The legal basis for cross-border counter-terrorism strikes sits in contested territory under 
international law. Article 51 of the UN Charter permits the use of force in self-defence, but 
traditionally this right applied only to attacks by states. The principle of 'unwilling or unable' — that 
a state may strike non-state actors in another state's territory if that state is unwilling or unable to 
act against them — has been asserted by the United States and Israel but remains contested in 
international legal doctrine. 
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◆  India's strikes, targeting terrorist infrastructure rather than state military assets, are best defended 
under the 'unwilling or unable' doctrine and under the broader principle of self-defence against non-
state actors operating with state complicity. Pakistan's own designation of the relevant groups as 
proscribed entities (even while maintaining operational relationships with them) creates a legal 
paradox that India can exploit diplomatically. 

◆  Domestically, the use of military force in counter-terrorism contexts raises questions about the 
division of power between civilian executive, the military chain of command, and parliamentary 
oversight. The absence of a formal War Powers Act in India — analogous to the US War Powers 
Resolution — creates an accountability gap that deserves legislative attention. 

 

8.4  Ethical Dimension 

◆  The ethics of precision strikes on terrorist infrastructure must confront the problem of collateral 
harm: even the most precisely targeted operation carries risk of civilian casualties. International 
Humanitarian Law's principle of proportionality — that collateral civilian harm must not be excessive 
in relation to the military advantage gained — is not just a legal requirement but a moral one. 

◆  There is a deeper ethical question about the morality of nuclear deterrence as a strategic framework. 
The stability-instability paradox — where nuclear weapons deter large-scale war but create space 
for sub-conventional conflict and terrorism — means that the nuclear umbrella that preserves peace 
at one level enables violence at another. This is a profound ethical contradiction that neither Indian 
nor global strategic communities have fully resolved. 

◆  The use of information operations — including counter-narratives, psychological operations, and 
strategic communications — raises its own ethical questions. When does legitimate information 
management cross into propaganda? When does the framing of military necessity become a tool 
for avoiding accountability? These are not merely theoretical questions — they have practical 
consequences for democratic transparency. 

 

8.5  International Dimension 

◆  Op Sindoor played out against the backdrop of a transforming global order — a world moving from 
US-centric unipolarity toward contested multipolarity, with China asserting regional hegemony and 
the US increasingly focused on the Indo-Pacific rather than the Indian subcontinent. This structural 
shift means India can no longer rely on superpower diplomatic intervention to manage Pakistan — 
it must develop its own deterrence architecture. 

◆  The China-Pakistan nexus introduces a genuinely global dimension to what was previously a 
regional bilateral dispute. Chinese platforms in Pakistan's military inventory — fighter aircraft, air 
defence systems, communication infrastructure — mean that every future India-Pakistan 
engagement contains real-time Chinese intelligence collection. This is unprecedented in the history 
of South Asian conflict. 

◆  India's international information campaign — reaching out to major democracies, the Non-Aligned 
Movement, and multilateral forums — is as important as the kinetic operation itself. Building a 
coalition of states that acknowledges India's right to self-defence while delegitimising Pakistan's 
terrorist infrastructure requires sustained, professional diplomatic engagement that begins long 
before any crisis. 

 

8.6  Economic Dimension 

◆  Military conflict imposes direct economic costs — diversion of resources from development to 
defence, disruption of trade and investment, damage to tourism and services (the Pahalgam 
massacre itself targeted India's tourism economy in Kashmir), and volatility in financial markets. 
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India's growth ambitions — targeting a $5 trillion then $10 trillion economy — are directly threatened 
by sustained security instability. 

◆  The defence-development trade-off is particularly acute: every additional rupee allocated to counter-
drone systems, standoff missiles, or cyber warfare capabilities is a rupee not allocated to health, 
education, or infrastructure. India's defence budget will need to grow substantially, but this must be 
managed without crowding out social sector investment that underpins long-term growth. 

◆  The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) creates an economic dimension to the strategic 
challenge: China has invested over USD 60 billion in Pakistan's infrastructure, much of it passing 
through Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir. This economic stake gives China a strong incentive to maintain 
Pakistan's political stability and to resist any Indian military action that could destabilise its 
investment corridor — adding an economic layer to the military-strategic challenge. 
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SECTION 9 | LINKAGES WITH NCERT TEXTBOOKS 

 

Grounding current affairs analysis in NCERT textbooks is not merely a UPSC strategy — it reflects the 
genuine intellectual continuity between foundational concepts and contemporary events. The following 
linkages help students anchor the complexity of India's security doctrine in texts they have already 
studied. 

 

NCERT Book & Chapter Linkage with Security Doctrine 

Class 12 — Political 
Science: Contemporary 
World Politics, Ch. 4 
(Alternative Centres of 
Power) 

China's rise as an alternative pole of global power and its deepening 
engagement with Pakistan directly relates to the China-Pakistan nexus 
discussed in Op Sindoor's strategic context. The BRICS, SCO, and 
ASEAN frameworks in this chapter contextualise China's diplomatic 
shielding of Pakistan. 

Class 12 — Political 
Science: Contemporary 
World Politics, Ch. 7 
(Security in the 
Contemporary World) 

This chapter distinguishes between traditional security threats (military 
force, war) and non-traditional threats (terrorism, cyber, pandemics). Op 
Sindoor blurs these categories — it is a military response to a non-
traditional threat (terrorism), creating a hybrid challenge perfectly 
illustrated by this chapter. 

Class 12 — Political 
Science: India's Foreign 
Policy, Ch. 4 (India's 
External Relations) 

India's approach to Pakistan, the evolution of the Simla Agreement 
framework, and the strategic doctrine of resolving disputes bilaterally is 
directly challenged by the China-Pakistan nexus, which internationalises 
what India had always insisted must remain bilateral. 

Class 12 — Political 
Science: Politics in India 
since Independence, Ch. 8 
(Regional Aspirations) 

Kashmir's political evolution — from the Instrument of Accession to the 
abrogation of Article 370 in 2019 — provides essential background for 
understanding why terrorist groups target Kashmir tourism and why the 
Pahalgam massacre carried such strategic significance. 

Class 11 — Political 
Science: Political Theory, 
Ch. 9 (Peace) 

The chapter's exploration of peace as more than the absence of war — 
encompassing justice, reconciliation, and disarmament — provides the 
normative framework against which to evaluate India's military response. 
Just War theory and the ethics of counter-terrorism strike can be 
connected directly to this chapter. 

Class 12 — History: Themes 
in Indian History Part III, Ch. 
14 (Understanding Partition) 

The origins of the India-Pakistan security relationship lie in Partition and 
its aftermath. The unresolved territorial dispute over Kashmir — itself a 
product of Partition's unfinished business — is the structural root cause 
of every India-Pakistan military confrontation including Op Sindoor. 

Class 12 — Economics: 
Introductory 
Macroeconomics, Ch. 5 
(Government Budget and 
Economy) 

The defence-development trade-off discussed in the sustainability 
section connects directly to concepts of government expenditure 
priorities, fiscal deficit management, and the allocation of public 
resources — all covered in this chapter. 
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SECTION 10 | LINKAGES WITH UPSC CSE SYLLABUS 

 

Operation Sindoor and India's evolving security doctrine cut across multiple GS papers, the Essay 
paper, and the Ethics paper. The following mapping helps students identify exactly where this material 
should be deployed in their answers. 

 

GS Paper / Domain Specific Syllabus Areas 

GS Paper II — International 
Relations 

India and its neighbourhood; India-Pakistan relations; role of external 
state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security; 
bilateral, regional, and global groupings involving India; effect of 
policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India's 
interests. 

GS Paper III — Internal 
Security 

Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to 
internal security; linkages between development and the spread of 
extremism; role of media and social networking sites in internal security 
challenges; basics of cyber security; money laundering and its 
prevention; security challenges and their management in border areas; 
various Security Forces and Agencies and their mandate. 

GS Paper III — Defence & 
Technology 

Developments in the field of Information Technology; awareness in the 
fields of Space, Computers, Robotics, Nano-technology, and Bio-
technology; indigenous development of security technology; 
achievements of Indians in science and technology; science and 
technology in everyday life. 

GS Paper II — Governance Government policies and interventions for development in various 
sectors; important aspects of governance — transparency and 
accountability; role of civil services in a democracy; issues and 
challenges pertaining to the federal structure of governance. 

GS Paper IV — Ethics Ethics in international relations; integrity in public service; accountability 
and ethical governance; use of force and just war theory; media ethics; 
whistleblowing and information management; consequences of 
escalation choices on civilian populations. 

Essay Paper Strong linkage with themes of national security vs. civil liberties, the 
ethics of counter-terrorism, India's foreign policy choices, the role of 
technology in modern warfare, democracy and security, and the 
changing nature of war in the 21st century. An Essay on 'Security is the 
first condition of liberty' or 'War has changed; has India?' would benefit 
enormously from Op Sindoor material. 

Optional — Political Science 
and IR 

Theories of International Relations (Realism, Liberalism, 
Constructivism); nuclear deterrence and arms control; theories of war 
and peace; India's foreign policy; security studies; civil-military 
relations; concepts of sovereignty and humanitarian intervention. 

APSC CCE — Northeast 
India Specific 

India's defence planning in the Northeast; insurgency management in 
Assam and Northeast India; border management along India-China-
Bangladesh-Myanmar borders; role of Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA); India-China border infrastructure development; economic 
integration of Northeast with ASEAN. 
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SECTION 11 | BEST SYLLABUS LINKAGES: PHILOSOPHY AND 
EPISTEMOLOGY 

 

The deepest syllabus connections are those that allow a student to move beyond description into 
philosophical and epistemological analysis — engaging with questions of knowledge, legitimacy, ethics, 
and meaning. These connections elevate an average answer to an exceptional one. 

 

◆  Realism vs. Liberalism in India's Strategic Doctrine: India's response to Op Sindoor-era 
terrorism can be read as a triumph of Realist logic (survival demands coercive force) over Liberal 
idealism (negotiation and institution-building). However, India also maintained the liberal 
commitment to proportionality, international legitimacy, and ceasefire — suggesting a sophisticated 
'liberal realism' rather than a purely power-political approach. This distinction is philosophically 
significant in IR theory. 

◆  Epistemology of Warfare: The Problem of Knowing: Clausewitz famously described war as 
pervaded by 'fog' — the inherent uncertainty of information in conflict. Op Sindoor extends this 
epistemological challenge into the information domain: not only is it difficult to know what is 
happening on the battlefield, but the very nature of 'what happened' becomes contested through 
information warfare. This connects to epistemological debates about the social construction of reality 
(Berger and Luckmann) and the post-truth condition. 

◆  Kantian Ethics: The Categorical Imperative in Warfare: Kant's categorical imperative — 'act only 
according to that maxim by which you can at the same time will that it should become a universal 
law' — applied to counter-terrorism strikes asks: could India endorse a universal principle that any 
state may strike terrorist infrastructure in another state's territory without a formal declaration of war? 
The answer is deeply contested and reveals the tension between national security imperatives and 
universal moral principles. 

◆  Habermas: Deliberative Democracy and National Security Decisions: Habermas argues that 
legitimate political decisions must emerge from open, rational public discourse. The compressed 
battle cycle — requiring decisions in hours — structurally precludes public deliberation. This raises 
the philosophical question of whether national security decisions made in secret can ever be fully 
legitimate in a democracy, or whether they require post-hoc accountability mechanisms to preserve 
democratic legitimacy. 

◆  Foucault: Knowledge, Power, and the Security State: Foucault's analysis of how power shapes 
what counts as legitimate knowledge applies strikingly to the information warfare dimension of Op 
Sindoor. The Pakistani state's ability to construct a 'victory' narrative despite military defeat illustrates 
how power — including the power to shape media environments — determines which version of 
reality gains social acceptance, independent of empirical evidence. 

◆  Kautilyan Statecraft and Contemporary Relevance: The Arthashastra's concept of 'mandala' — 
the theory that a state's enemies are its immediate neighbours and its friends are its neighbours' 
neighbours — maps almost exactly onto India's contemporary strategic landscape. China's support 
for Pakistan, India's engagement with Afghanistan and Iran as counterweights, and the broader 
Indo-Pacific alignment with Japan, Australia, and the United States all reflect Kautilyan geometry 
updated for the 21st century. 
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SECTION 12 | WAY FORWARD: STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A Way Forward section in a UPSC answer must be practical, multi-layered, and demonstrably aware of 
constraints. Generic prescriptions like 'strengthen national security' are insufficient. The following 
recommendations are specific, institutionally grounded, and calibrated to the realities India faces. 

 

12.1  Military and Doctrinal Reforms 

◆  Accelerate the establishment of Integrated Theatre Commands — particularly the Western and 
Northern Theatre Commands — to achieve genuine jointness across the three services. This 
requires overcoming bureaucratic resistance within each service and creating a genuinely joint 
officer cadre through integrated training and postings. 

◆  Develop a comprehensive counter-drone doctrine incorporating directed energy weapons, drone-
hunting drones, electronic warfare suites, and AI-enabled target discrimination — fielded in layered 
architecture at all forward positions and critical national infrastructure. 

◆  Invest heavily in standoff precision strike capabilities — cruise missiles, ballistic missiles, and 
hypersonic weapons — that allow kinetic action below the threshold of air-to-air engagement. The 
BrahMos extended range variant and upcoming hypersonic programmes must be prioritised. 

12.2  Information and Cognitive Domain 

◆  Establish a National Strategic Communications Agency that operates under the National Security 
Council, coordinating diplomatic messaging, media briefings, social media narratives, and 
psychological operations in a unified, real-time framework. This agency must be operational before 
any future crisis, not assembled in response to one. 

◆  Enact a comprehensive Media Ethics and Accountability framework — not one that censors but one 
that establishes clear standards for war reporting, penalises deliberate disinformation, and creates 
rapid fact-checking mechanisms during national security events. Press freedom and national 
security need not be binary choices. 

12.3  Diplomatic and International 

◆  Build a Coalition of Democracies Against State-Sponsored Terrorism — a standing diplomatic 
grouping of India, USA, EU, UK, Japan, Australia, and others that collectively designates state 
sponsors of terrorism, imposes coordinated sanctions, and maintains a shared intelligence picture. 
This transforms India's bilateral problem into a multilateral enforcement challenge. 

◆  Engage with the FATF (Financial Action Task Force) process more aggressively to ensure that 
Pakistan's grey-listing (or re-listing) is maintained as long as terrorist financing infrastructure remains 
intact. Economic pressure — debt relief, IMF loans, CPEC renegotiation — is China's primary 
leverage over Pakistan, and India must work to complicate this leverage. 

12.4  Constitutional and Governance Reforms 

◆  Enact a War Powers Act (or National Security Operations Act) that requires executive notification 
to a parliamentary committee within 48 hours of any cross-border military operation, establishes 
accountability mechanisms for intelligence failures, and creates a statutory framework for post-
operation review. This balances operational secrecy with democratic accountability. 

◆  Strengthen the National Cyber Security Agency under MeitY, create mandatory cyber resilience 
standards for all critical infrastructure operators, and establish a Cyber Deterrence Command under 
the integrated defence structure. Cyber warfare is no longer a peripheral concern — it is a front-line 
domain. 

12.5  APSC / Northeast India Specific Angle 
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◆  For Northeast India's strategic context: India must accelerate border infrastructure development 
along the India-China-Myanmar triangle, operationalise the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport 
Project, and deepen strategic connectivity with Bangladesh and Myanmar to prevent Chinese 
encirclement of India's northeastern flank. The Northeast is not merely a domestic security challenge 
— it is a geopolitical theatre. 
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SECTION 13 | PREVIOUS YEARS' QUESTIONS — UPSC CSE & APSC 

 

The following PYQs span multiple years and papers, covering themes directly relevant to sub-threshold 
warfare, India-Pakistan relations, internal security, terrorism, China's role, information warfare, and civil-
military relations. Questions on directly identical themes are listed first, followed by thematically adjacent 
questions. 

 

13.1  UPSC CSE Mains — GS Paper II & III 

Year Question Paper 

2023 The use of precision technology in modern warfare has blurred the 
distinction between war and peace. Critically examine. 

GS III 

2023 Drone warfare is reshaping the battlefield of South Asia. Analyse the 
implications for India's defence preparedness. 

GS III 

2022 Elaborate the relationship between development and extremism. How 
should India's internal security strategy address this linkage? 

GS III 

2022 Cross-border terrorism continues to pose a challenge to India. What 
steps have been taken by India to tackle this menace both internally 
and through diplomatic channels? 

GS III 

2021 Analyse the multidimensional challenges posed to internal security by 
the China-Pakistan nexus. What should be India's response? 

GS III 

2021 India's foreign policy in West Asia has had to navigate between 
multiple competing interests. Critically evaluate. 

GS II 

2020 'India's foreign policy of dealing with Pakistan on terrorism has failed.' 
Critically examine this view. 

GS II 

2020 What is the role of Information Technology in combating terrorism? 
Also discuss its negative aspects. 

GS III 

2019 Analyse the complexity of cross-border terrorism and the role that 
Pakistan has played in fomenting this problem in India. 

GS III 

2019 What do you understand by 'Cold Start' doctrine? Has it been effective 
as a deterrent against Pakistan? 

GS III 

2018 Right to privacy is a right against the state intrusion. Examine with 
special reference to national security concerns. 

GS II 

2018 Cyber warfare is a significant form of terrorism in the contemporary 
world. How should India prepare itself to guard against this? 

GS III 

2017 The economic and social development of Northeast India has been 
impacted by insurgency and terrorism. Discuss how the security 
forces have dealt with these challenges. 

GS III 

2016 Examine the concept of 'sub-conventional warfare' with relevant 
examples. How should India respond? 

GS III 

2016 India's near-neighbourhood is not conducive to its national security. 
Critically analyse, giving specific examples. 

GS II 

2015 The concept of 'strategic restraint' by India vis-à-vis Pakistan has 
been debated. Is it an appropriate response? 

GS II 

2014 Cross border terrorism has emerged as a major challenge to India's 
internal security. Discuss the strategies adopted by India to deal with 
this menace. 

GS III 
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13.2  UPSC CSE Mains — GS Paper IV (Ethics) 

Year Question Paper 

2023 Is there any ethical dimension in using precision drone strikes against 
terrorists when civilian casualties are possible? Discuss. 

GS IV 

2021 What do you understand by 'conflict of interest'? Illustrate with suitable 
examples in the context of public officials. 

GS IV 

2020 Media ethics requires balancing freedom of the press with national 
security imperatives. Comment critically. 

GS IV 

2019 Discretion is the better part of valour. How can this principle be 
applied to the national security decision-making? 

GS IV 

2018 The increasing complexity of modern warfare creates ethical 
dilemmas for military commanders. Discuss. 

GS IV 

 

13.3  UPSC CSE Prelims — Relevant Theme Questions 

Year Question Paper 

2023 With reference to India's security forces, consider which of the 
following correctly describes their hierarchy and mandates. (Multiple 
themes tested) 

Prelims GS 

2022 Consider the following statements regarding India's nuclear doctrine 
and select the correct answers. (No First Use, credible minimum 
deterrence) 

Prelims GS 

2021 Which of the following is/are features of India's 'Cold Start' doctrine? 
(Rapid mobilisation, limited objectives) 

Prelims GS 

2020 The FATF grey-listing of Pakistan has which of the following 
consequences for India-Pakistan relations? 

Prelims GS 

2019 Which of the following statements about the Line of Control is/are 
correct? (Legal status, Simla Agreement) 

Prelims GS 

2018 Consider the statements on drone warfare and UAV technology and 
indicate which are correct. 

Prelims GS 

 

13.4  APSC CCE — Northeast and Assam Specific 

Year Question Paper 

2022 Discuss the security challenges faced by Assam and Northeast India 
along the international borders. What policy measures have been 
taken? 

APSC GS III 

2021 The insurgency in Northeast India has seen a decline in recent years. 
Analyse the reasons and the role of security forces. 

APSC GS III 

2020 How does the China-Pakistan nexus affect India's northeastern 
strategic calculus? Discuss. 

APSC GS II 

2019 What are the major challenges of border management in India's 
Northeast? Suggest reforms. 

APSC GS III 

2018 Discuss the impact of external state and non-state actors on the 
internal security of Assam and Northeast India. 

APSC GS III 
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SECTION 14 | MODEL ANSWERS FOR SELECTED PYQS 

 

The following model answers are structured in the UPSC-standard format: introduction (context + 
thesis), body (multidimensional analysis), and conclusion (way forward). Each is calibrated to 
approximately 250 words — the standard for a 15-mark Mains answer. Students should adapt the 
framework rather than memorise the content. 

 

Model Answer 1 — GS Paper III 

Q: Cross-border terrorism continues to pose a challenge to India. What steps have been taken 
to tackle this menace internally and through diplomatic channels? 

 

Introduction 

Cross-border terrorism — the deliberate use of non-state violent actors by a neighbouring state as 
instruments of foreign policy — remains India's most persistent security challenge. The evolution of 
India's response from restrained diplomacy to calibrated sub-threshold military action marks a 
fundamental shift in strategic doctrine. 

Internal Measures 

◆  Legal Architecture: The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, National Investigation Agency Act, and 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act create a robust statutory framework for prosecuting terrorism 
financing and recruitment. 

◆  Intelligence Upgradation: Post-26/11 reforms established the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), 
Multi-Agency Centre (MAC), and strengthened IB-RAW-NTRO coordination to close intelligence-
sharing gaps. 

◆  Technological Response: Modernisation of the Army, development of drone and counter-drone 
capabilities, and precision strike forces represent the technological dimension of internal 
preparedness. 

◆  Border Management: Smart fencing, Comprehensive Integrated Border Management System 
(CIBMS), and Laser Barriers on the LoC represent systemic efforts to deny infiltration corridors. 

Diplomatic Measures 

◆  Bilateral Pressure: Downgrading diplomatic relations, suspending the Simla process, and 
withdrawing Most Favoured Nation status signal diplomatic costs for Pakistan's continued support 
of terrorism. 

◆  Multilateral Forums: Engaging FATF to keep Pakistan on the grey list; working with the UN Security 
Council's 1267 Sanctions Committee to designate Pakistan-based terrorists. 

◆  Coalition Building: The Quad, I2U2, and bilateral security partnerships with the US, France, and 
Israel expand India's intelligence sharing and diplomatic support base. 

Conclusion 

India's approach has evolved from diplomatic restraint toward an integrated strategy combining 
precision kinetic responses, multilateral diplomatic pressure, and robust domestic intelligence 
architecture. The challenge ahead is ensuring this posture remains sustainable — legally, institutionally, 
and democratically — over the long term. 

 

Model Answer 2 — GS Paper III 
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Q: Analyse the multidimensional challenges posed to India's internal security by the China-Pakistan 
nexus. 

 

Introduction 

The China-Pakistan nexus — characterised by military hardware transfers, intelligence cooperation, 
diplomatic shielding, and economic integration through CPEC — has transformed India's security 
calculus from a bilateral western-front challenge into a multi-vector, two-front collusive threat requiring 
integrated doctrinal response. 

Dimensions of the Nexus 

◆  Military Hardware: Chinese supply of J-10C fighter aircraft, HQ-9 air defence systems, Type-054 
frigates, and surveillance platforms embeds Chinese technological capability into Pakistan's military 
operations. In any India-Pakistan conflict, India effectively engages Chinese-origin systems. 

◆  Intelligence Support: Real-time platform data sharing, satellite imagery, and signals intelligence 
from Chinese assets gives Pakistan a surveillance advantage. Every Indian tactical move in a 
western front crisis becomes simultaneously a lesson in Indian doctrine for Chinese analysts. 

◆  Diplomatic Shielding: China's veto power at the UN Security Council has been used to block the 
designation of Pakistani-based terrorist leaders, undermining India's multilateral counter-terrorism 
strategy and forcing India to work through parallel diplomatic tracks. 

◆  Economic Leverage (CPEC): Chinese investment of over USD 60 billion through CPEC creates a 
material Chinese stake in Pakistan's political stability, incentivising Beijing to resist Indian pressure 
on Pakistan across all fronts. 

◆  Cyber and Cognitive Domain: Chinese platforms potentially enable cyber operations against Indian 
infrastructure alongside any conventional Pakistan-India confrontation — creating a multi-domain 
coercive threat that India's security architecture must be prepared to manage simultaneously. 

India's Strategic Response 

◆  Develop integrated two-front war-gaming doctrines at the Theatre Command level; deepen 
intelligence sharing with Quad partners about Chinese platforms in Pakistani service; aggressively 
pursue indigenous defence production to reduce vulnerability to Chinese supply chain leverage; 
build diplomatic coalitions to counterbalance China's UN Security Council veto. 

Conclusion 

India's security doctrine must explicitly recognise that the China-Pakistan nexus is not an informal 
partnership but an increasingly formal strategic alignment — and plan accordingly. Treating them as 
separate problems is the single greatest strategic miscalculation India can make. 
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WHY THIS ISSUE IS UPSC-RELEVANT | NOTE-MAKING TIPS 

 

UPSC Relevance — Why This Issue Matters 

1. Directly spans GS Paper II (IR, India-Pakistan), GS Paper III (Internal Security, Defence 
Technology), and GS Paper IV (Ethics of use of force) 

2. Connects to Essay themes: security vs. liberty, changing nature of war, India's strategic 
culture 

3. Introduces 6+ new concepts (sub-threshold warfare, cognitive domain, drone warfare) that 
are likely to appear in future Prelims and Mains questions 

4. The China-Pakistan nexus angle elevates any IR or security answer from descriptive to 
analytical 

5. APSC-specific Northeast India strategic dimension makes this uniquely valuable for Assam 
civil services aspirants 

6. The information warfare dimension connects to GS IV media ethics and governance 
accountability themes 

7. Historical evolution from 1947 to 2025 gives students a 7-decade analytical arc for any India-
Pakistan question 

 

Strategic Note-Making Tips 

Tip 1: Create a one-page timeline: 1965 → 1971 → 1998 → 1999 Kargil → 2001 Parliament → 
2008 Mumbai → 2016 Uri → 2019 Balakot → 2025 Op Sindoor 

Tip 2: Remember the '4 Imperatives' as a framework: Compressed Battle Cycle | Drone 
Warfare | Information Operations | China-Pakistan Nexus 

Tip 3: For any GS III Internal Security answer, use the triple-layer structure: Legal-Institutional-
Technological 

Tip 4: For GS II IR answers, always add the China angle — it transforms bilateral into 
multilateral analysis 

Tip 5: For Ethics answers, deploy: Just War Theory (Aquinas) + Kantian Categorical Imperative 
+ Proportionality (IHL) 

Tip 6: The Kautilya–Clausewitz combination (Indian + Western strategic tradition) impresses 
examiners in both Essay and GS answers 

Tip 7: For APSC, always draw the Northeast India linkage: two-front challenge directly 
threatens Assam's strategic depth along the India-China border in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Sikkim 

Tip 8: Practice writing the model answers in exactly 250 words — time yourself. Speed and 
structure matter as much as content in UPSC Mains. 
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