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Bangladesh battles its worst measles outbreak in decades as child deaths rise

Agence France-Presse
DHAKA

Bangladesh's deadliest
measles outbreak in de
cades s stretching its
health system, with chil
dren flling hospital wards
and doctors struggling to
contain & surge in infec-
tions that have killed more
than 300 youngsters.

The South Asian nation
had made advancements
in vaccinations to help
stem the deadly virus - but
coverage gaps during and
after the chaos of a 2024
uprising that overthrew
the autocratic government
left the youngest genera
tion badly exposed.

“I was almost sure | was
going to lose her today -
her condition was terrible
in the morning,” said Rina
Begum, 45, cradling her

three-year-old
daughter Afia

Ms. Begum, her eyes red
from exhaustion anx tears,
said Afia had missed her
second dose of the measles
vaccine at age 18 months,
and had spent the last two
weeks in the measles ward
in Dhaka.

Measles is highly conta-
gious, spreading through
coughs and sneezes, and
has no specific treatment
once caught,

It hits children the har-
dest,
Their breathing can be-
come  strained, their
strength fades, and in the
most severe cases, the in
fection reaches the brain,
causing swelling that can
Jead to Lasting damage - or
death,

Hospitals are treating
thousands of young pa-

grand-

tents while authorities
race to expand vaccination
coverage andl  prevent
more deaths.

Ms. Begum offered a
smile as Afa reached up
having just turned a cormer
and regained  some
strength. “After putting her
on oxygen, now she is do-
ing much better,” she said.

‘Doctor’s help®
Bangladesh has recorded
336 child deaths since
March 15, with more than
50,000 confirmed and sus-
pected cases, according to
the latest government
data,

Most  cases recorded
have been among children
aged between six months
and five years.

On May 4 the coumry
recorded the grim miles-
tone of the highest number

Preventive measure: Mothers with their childron wadt in gueues to
MECOve MEashes vaLCinatices aenid a rising outbreak in Dhaka, 40

of children dving in a sin-
gle day - 17 in 24 hours.
Bangladesh has made
sgnificant advancements
In vaccinations 1o tackle in-
fectious discases, but a
measles drive due in 2024

was delayed by the revolu
tion that toppled the go-
vernment  of  Sheikh
Hasina.

Health officials, aided
by the UN children's agen-
¢y, WHO, and the security

forces, are working (o vac-
cinate children, launching
an emergency measles-ru-
belka campalgn on April 5,

Nearly 17 million chil-
dren have recelved the vac
cine since the drive start-
ed, according o
government data.

Last year the vaocine
coverage was only 59%,
but 95% coverage of chil-
dren is needed to ensure
herd immunity.

Without herd Immunity,
children can still get infect-
ed after vaccination, said
semior health ministry offi-
cial Abu Hussain Md Mol
nul Ahsan.

It would take around a
month before results can
be seen, Mr. Ahsan added

Siam, a HM-month-old
boy, spent 10 days in inten-
sive care at Dhaka's Shishu
Hospital, a chikdrens

centre, before improving
enough to return to the
dedicated measles ward,

He was vaccinated at 10
months, but with wider
herd immunity compro-
mised, that was not
enough.

“I did not expect to get
my son back,” sad his
mother Brishti  Akhtar,
aged 20, watching her son
sleep with an oxygen tube
atached 1o his nose, one of
97 chikiren with measles In
the hospial.

“With the doctor’s help,
now be is out of danger.”

Army field hospital
Health Ministry official Ah
san inssted that mexlics
could cope, “The hospitals
are not yet overburdened,”
he said.

But, just in case, the ar
my has erected a 20-bed

tent field hospital in the
grounds of the govern:
ment’s Dhaka Medical Col:
lege Hospital, ready for
further cases.

“With the current meas:
les outbreak, the health
ministry told us to set up a
field hospital” said the
hospital director, Brigadier
Generad Md Asaduzzaman.

But there are other chal-
lenges ahead.

Bangladesh has expe-
rienced heavy rainfall in
the Last few weeks - bring:
ing with it a rise In mosquil-
toes that carry the deadly
dengue virus,

“We hope the measles
infection rate will decrease
soon,” saikl Mr, Asaduzza
man,

“With the dengue sea-
son in mind, the field hos-
pital is expected to be ef
fective in that crisss o™




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Measles (Rubeola): A highly contagious viral infection caused by the measles virus. It primarily affects children
and spreads through respiratory droplets. Unlike bacteria, it has no specific antiviral treatment, making prevention
through vaccination the only viable defense.

* Herd Immunity: A form of indirect protection from infectious disease that happens when a large percentage of
a population (usually 95% for measles) becomes immune, thereby reducing the likelihood of spread to those who
lack immunity.

* Example: In a village of 100, if 95 are vaccinated, the virus cannot find enough "hosts" to reach the 5
who aren't, effectively protecting them.

* Coverage Gap: The difference between the actual number of people vaccinated and the target required for
disease control. These gaps often occur during civil unrest or administrative transitions.

* Secondary Infections: Complications that arise because measles weakens the immune system, such as
pneumonia or encephalitis (brain swelling).

* Dengue-Measles Syndemic: A situation where two outbreaks occur simultaneously (measles and mosquito-
borne dengue), compounding the pressure on the healthcare system.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis posits that political instability acts as a catalyst for public health disasters by disrupting routine
immunization schedules.

* The Breakdown of Routine Immunization: The primary cause of the current surge is the disruption of the 2024
vaccination drive due to domestic political upheaval. This created a "frozen cohort" of vulnerable children.

* The Criticality of the Second Dose: The article highlights that missing the second dose (usually administered at
18 months) leaves children at high risk, even if they had the initial shot.

* Systemic Overstretch: While officials claim the system is coping, the necessity of "Army Field Hospitals"
suggests that the formal infrastructure is at its limit.

* Compounding Factors: Environmental factors, such as heavy rainfall, introduce the risk of co-epidemics
(Dengue), which compete for the same intensive care resources (ICU beds, oxygen).



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The trajectory of measles management in South Asia has seen significant shifts:

* Pre-2000s: High mortality rates; measles was considered a "rite of passage" for children, with limited vaccine
penetration in rural areas.

* The GAVI Era (Post-2000): Global alliances helped South Asian nations achieve record-high immunization rates.
Bangladesh was often cited as a "success story" for its grassroots community health worker model.

* The 2024 Inflection Point: The transition from an autocratic regime to a provisional setup led to a breakdown in
supply chains and administrative focus, reversing nearly a decade of progress in just a few months.

* Present Day: A shift toward "Emergency Response" mode, utilizing military assistance to fill the gaps left by the
civilian administration.

*  Way Forward

* Decoupling Health from Politics: Establishing an independent, statutory National Immunization Board that
functions autonomously of the central government to ensure continuity during political transitions.

* Digital Vaccine Tracking: Implementing a robust digital register (similar to India’s CoOWIN) to identify "drop-outs"
who missed their second dose.

* Community-Led Surveillance: Training local youth and women's groups to spot early symptoms of measles,
ensuring cases are isolated before they reach the hospital.

* Integrated Fever Clinics: Creating "Fever Triage" centers that can handle both measles and dengue, optimizing the
use of oxygen and nursing staff.

* Previous Years' Questions (UPSC/APSC)

* UPSC 2020 (GS 2): "Public health system has limitations in providing preventive and curative healthcare. Do you
think that even more emphasis should be placed on the role of the private sector?"

* UPSC 2014 (GS 2): "The critical determinants of health care are as much outside the health sector as within it.
Elaborate."

* APSC 2021: "Discuss the role of the National Health Mission in improving the health indicators of India."
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Triple-Tap Strike: A military tactic where an initial strike is followed by two subsequent attacks on the same
location. The objective is to target first responders, rescue teams, and onlookers who gather after the first blast. It is
often criticized as a violation of international humanitarian law.

* Civilian Infrastructure vs. Dual-Use Technology: Infrastructure like bridges or power plants are "civilian" by
nature, but "dual-use" if they support military logistics. Under the Geneva Convention, attacking purely civilian
objects is prohibited.

* Strategic Transport Corridor: A major route (road, rail, or sea) that facilitates high-volume trade and military
movement. The B1 bridge serves as a "choke point" connecting a capital city to industrial hubs and international
borders.

* Domestic Engineering & Self-Reliance: The capacity of a nation to design, fund, and build complex projects
without foreign expertise or imported materials—often a response to international sanctions (similar to India's
Atmanirbhar Bharat).

* Ethnic Destabilization: A strategy where military or political actions are designed to exploit existing fault lines
between different ethnic groups within a country to trigger internal unrest.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis posits that modern warfare has shifted from purely military engagements to "Infrastructure
Warfare," where the destruction of a bridge is intended to shatter a nation’s psychological and economic backbone.

* Infrastructure as National Identity: The bridge was not just a road; it was a testament to "resistance" against
sanctions. Its destruction is framed not as a tactical loss but as an assault on the nation's dignity.

* The Logic of Attrition: By targeting the B1 bridge, the striking forces aimed to cut off Tehran from the Azeri-
populated industrial regions, potentially hoping to trigger supply chain collapses and civil dissatisfaction.

* Weaponization of Geography: The bridge acted as a gateway to Russia and Central Asia. Its removal disrupts
international trade, showing that the strike's intent was to isolate the nation globally.

* Counterargument (The "Resilience" Narrative): Iranian authorities argue that the strike backfired. Instead of
causing ethnic strife, it created a "Political Moment" of unity, with immediate reconstruction efforts serving as a
rebuttal to foreign aggression.



Historical Evolution of the Issue

Pre-Cold War (Total War): During WWII, "strategic bombing" of cities (Dresden, London) aimed to break civilian morale. Infrastructure was a

primary target.

The Sanctions Era (1979-Present): Following the 1979 Revolution, Iran faced increasing isolation. This forced a shift toward "Resistance

Economy," where infrastructure projects became symbols of bypassing Western technology.

The Rise of Precision Munitions (1990s—Present): Technology allowed for "surgical strikes." However, as seen in the April 2nd events,

"precision" is now used for "triple-tap" tactics, raising new ethical dilemmas in the 21st century.

2026 Context: The strike occurs in a hyper-polarized world where regional powers (Israel/lran/USA) utilize infrastructure destruction as a

form of "Grey Zone" warfare—just below the threshold of full-scale ground invasion.

Way Forward

Strengthening International Humanitarian Law (IHL): New protocols are needed to specifically ban "Multi-tap" strikes that target first

responders.

Infrastructure Hardening: Designing "resilient" infrastructure that can be partially functional even after a strike (redundancy in design).
Diplomatic De-escalation: Moving from "infrastructure warfare" to a "neutrality pact" for transit corridors that affect third-party nations.

Strategic Communication: Using "Soft Power" and diplomatic channels to highlight the civilian cost of such strikes on global platforms like

the UN Security Council.

Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC/APSC)
GS 11 (2022): "The ‘criticality’ of West Asia in India’s strategic map is increasing." Discuss in the context of recent geopolitical shifts.
GS 111 (2018): "The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is viewed as a cardinal subset of China’s One Belt One Road. Give a brief

description of CPEC and enumerate the reasons why India has distanced itself from the same." (Parallel to the "Transport Corridor" theme).

GS IV (2017): "The concept of 'Just War' and its relevance in the current global scenario."



AXIA

a}: i

GEOPOLITICS OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE:
ANALYSING THE Bl BRIDGE STRIKE IN KARAJ

DOMESTIC
ENGINEERING
SYMBOL

(Tallest in the region)\

INDUSTRIAL HUB
CORRIDOR

s

SYMBOIL

TEHRAN-AC
INDUSTRIAL
HUBS

MILITARY
STRIKE
AP 2, 2026

RIPLE-TAP STRIKE
_ ETHICAL DEBATE

A

TEHRAN-KARAJ KEY CONCEPTS

Infrastructure Strategic  Resistance

MAIN ARGUMENTS & EVIDENCE

HISTORICAL EVOLUTION WAY FORWARD

» Total War to precision Grey Zone ¢ |HL Enforcement:
Warfare: Increasing the name to Development wart in ensotas
precision of both Grey Zone Warfare. in alnonenous commond: and

contact the enforcation.

CHALLENGES ¢ Redundancy:

« Implementation, Security Vulnerability Redundancy aswoanes in the
Invoumentented process of economa nesituctons in housingds or
and transmonitant, nilitary laws. motational politicts.

 Security Vulnerability :

« Economic Drain: Economic economy @ Diplomacy:
maniime social and drait for pronamc Representmand redundancy

drants cswmate alincation of

and security warm.
operated sants

MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

« Social, Political, Legal, Ethical &
pnnidicetiont to scorty weaponations

e Legal, International, incommimited
segmient; and infrornations

* Ethical, International, Economic:
points (tromenocy, vulnerraition and logted

to awtely their bannemeint to necestate
natiumaii failures.

NCERT LINKAGES

« XII Pol Sci, XIl Geog, Xl Soc. krane,
Xl Soc, Dran and Eronations

Self-
Transit  Economy Reliance

Warfare
Corridor

Infrastructure as National Identity
Brridge it to geoess the BiNBridge in
Karaj ar tunttien in:prazen to Itsa. talest
engineerling of enireen marvel connect
to protient Tehran to industrial hubs.

Logic of Attrition
(Cutting Tehran-Azeri Link)

Weaponization of Bridge-blooswean
and trades to aliytato (tallest of speed in
Tehran from industriall mavii suros.

PYQ INSIGHTS &

MODEL ANSWER

» PYQ Technical (IHL:
Experteds in the IHL
enforcement and euincipans
reduundancy with to target
between diii anature.

* PYQ INSIGHTS:
Reports on Model-answerl
answe insights Brl; pnnlomes
amid threostemnt, ;a

Weaponization of Geography
(Russia-Caspian Link)

In ceuses nethor for orcen scot in Link .,
buttons of Tehran rare desorovelling
weaponization of geography the
rescue dewiey to presiliencts.

resources and etitical
Resilience Narrative UPSC CSE SYLLABUS LINKAGES IR
(smdy Reconstruction) * GS II, GS NI: In Reoroomhanation | gxr%en adnes & model

Karaj in uiring B1 Bridge eamaps to
reconstructiion as evnaming hit bridges
toanseagement neconstruction.

* GS lIl: In Foographics

o (S IV: Esery and the Confliot
Essay, Essay

insight tnaninal conodints
thouugh etrticulty-arril~ = of
proceere,

(L) +91 6002-417488

@ axiaiasacademy.com



OMCs losing 330,000 crore a
month on petrol, diesel, LPG

Sufata Sharma, Joint Secretary, Union Petroleum Minisory, added than Ol Marketing Companices
were making these losses despite the government reducing the export duty on petrol and diesel

The Hindw Burean

SEW [HELH

ndia's  oil-marketing
l comjpanles (OMCE) ane
lasing about $30,0040
crore a month on the sale
of petrod, diesel and LPG as
1heny ok speacly retail fuel
prices amid rising prices of
crude oil, said Sujata Shar-
ma, Jodmt-Secretary at the
Uiy Perrodéwm Minisory.
Mz, Sharma wold repor-
ters the OMOs were incur-
ring the |losses degpite the
government  having e
disced exctse dutbes on pe-
trol and diesel earlier.
“Our OMCs are buying
crwde oil ar higher races
ot are ned selling at cor-
responding rabes io protect
our consaemers, this ime
pacts their finances,” she
stated, “To alleviate this
pressure an OMCs], the
government rechecedd the
excise duties on retail fuel
and forewent revenue of

Sujata Sharma

14,000 crore ina momth,
Notwithstanding the same,
OMCs are incurring under-
recoveries on petral, diesel
and LG

West Asia tensions

Escalating tensions in West
Asia, which have now ex-
tended for more than G
days, have marred ship-
ping acroes the Stait of
Hormuz, which aotmimis

for a fifth of the global

energy trade. This has me
sulted in prices of crade oil
prices spiralling upwards,

At the time of writing,
benchmark Bremt Crude
furtures (for july 2006} were
trading O.7% higher over
their previous close  al
S0 TS for every barrel,

As per provisional data
freum the Petroleum Plan
ning and Analysis Cell
(PPAL), consuampion ol
pretrol nose aboiat 6.36%
April year-on-vear whilst
that af diesel rose 0,25%.

Since the onset of the
ensbons, LPG use slid
15.7% in March from Febru-
ary and 7% in April,

This was due 1o the go-
vermment seeking 10 regu-
late allocation of commeeri-
cial LPG o commencial
establishments.

Om March 23, the go-
wvernment increased the al-
bocatiom of the battled LPG
B commimeercial angd ingus-
trial establishment 1o up to

T of pre-crisis levels,
Inclicative of rising price
pressures, the price of
commuercial LPG cvlinder
wis hiked by 29503 per oy-
linder and that of 5-kg free
trade LPG by 261 per oy-
linder on May &, the latter
being imperative for mi-
grant popalations in urban
and semi-urban areas. This
was the secomnd such hike.
T Birst ol et liloes wias
effected om April 1.

13 vesaels in Hormuaz
Spraking to reporters at
the same briefing, Opesh
Kumar Sharma, Direcior at
the Misustry of Pors, Ship-
ping & Waterways, In-
formed there were B3 In-
dia-llagged vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz.

This included one LPG
tanker, five cruce oil tank-
ers, one chembeal products
fanker, three container
shipg, two bulk carriers

and one dredger.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs): These are entities responsible for the distribution and marketing of petroleum
products. In India, major players include BPCL, HPCL, and IOCL. They act as the bridge between refineries and the end
consumetr.

* Under-Recoveries: This is the difference between the cost price of the fuel (international parity price) and the actual
realized price at the retail outlet. When OMCs sell below cost to curb inflation, the gap is termed an "under-recovery."

* Brent Crude: A major trading classification of sweet light crude oil that serves as a global benchmark for oil prices. As of
mid-2026, prices hovering around $100.75 per barrel signify a high-cost environment for importers like India.

* Excise Duty: A form of indirect tax levied by the Central Government on the manufacture or sale of goods within the
country. The government often "tweaks" this to cushion consumers from global price spikes.

e Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world's most important
oil transit chokepoint; any disruption here directly threatens India's energy supply chain.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core of the issue lies in the tension between fiscal prudence and social welfare.

* The Fiscal Hemorrhage: OMCs are currently absorbing a staggering loss of 30,000 crore monthly. This is primarily
because retail prices have been held steady despite the sharp rise in global crude prices.

* Government Intervention vs. Market Reality: While the government reduced excise duties (foregoing 14,000 crore in
revenue), it hasn't been enough to offset the global price surge. The "under-recovery" remains a massive burden on the
corporate balance sheets of OMCs.

* Geopolitical Causality: The crisis is not domestic but driven by over 60 days of escalating tensions in West Asia. This has
made shipping through the Strait of Hormuz precarious, leading to a "risk premium" on oil prices.

* Divergent Consumption Patterns: Interestingly, while petrol and diesel demand remains resilient (or slightly rising), LPG
consumption has seen a sharp dip (15.7% in March). This suggests a shift in consumption behavior or regulatory rationing.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The journey of fuel pricing in India has shifted from rigid control to a "controlled-deregulation" model.

* Pre-Independence to 1970s: Mostly dominated by multinational companies; the government moved toward
nationalization after the 1973 oil shock to ensure energy security.

* Administered Pricing Mechanism (APM): For decades, the government strictly controlled prices. While this protected
the poor, it led to massive fiscal deficits.

* 2010 & 2014 Reforms: In 2010, petrol prices were decontrolled, followed by diesel in 2014. The goal was to let market
forces determine prices (Dynamic Fuel Pricing).

* 2020s Resilience: Despite decontrol, the government often "unofficially" freezes prices during periods of extreme
volatility or elections, leading back to the current state of under-recoveries.

*  Way Forward

* Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): India must expedite the filling and expansion of SPRs to provide a 90-day cushion
against supply shocks.

* Diversification: Reduce reliance on the Strait of Hormuz by increasing imports from the US, Africa, and Guyana.

* Price Smoothing Fund: Create a permanent fund during "low oil price" years to compensate OMCs during "high oil
price" years, avoiding sudden fiscal shocks.

* Inclusion in GST: Bringing petroleum under GST would rationalize the tax structure and prevent the "tax on tax" effect.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC 2014 (GS3): "Describe the various sources and the localization of oil and gas resources in the world."

* UPSC 2019 (GS3): "It is argued that the strategy of inclusive growth is intended to meet the objectives of inclusiveness
and sustainability together. Elucidate." (Context: Fuel subsidies as a tool for inclusiveness).

* UPSC 2021 (GS3): "Examine the role of the 'Global Energy Transition' in the context of India's energy security."
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e Key Terms and Explanations

* Strait of Hormuz: A narrow, strategically vital waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the
world's most important oil chokepoint, through which roughly one-fifth of global oil consumption passes.

* Project Freedom: A 2026 U.S.-led maritime initiative designed to ensure the "freedom of navigation" in the Strait of
Hormuz against Iranian blockades. Unlike previous efforts, it relies on "harnessing" advanced technology rather than
traditional ship-by-ship escorts.

« Asymmetric Warfare: A type of conflict where the parties' resources are uneven. In this context, it refers to Iran
using low-cost drones and mines to counter the high-cost, technologically superior U.S. Navy.

* Chokepoint: A geographical feature on land or at sea (like a narrow strait) that an armed force is forced to pass
through, greatly decreasing its combat power and increasing vulnerability.

* Freedom of Navigation (FON): A principle of international law that ships flagged under any state shall not suffer
interference from other states, apart from exceptions provided for in international law.

* Drone Swarms: The coordinated use of many small, unmanned aerial or underwater vehicles to overwhelm an
opponent’s defense systems through sheer numbers.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis suggests that traditional naval dominance is no longer sufficient to guarantee maritime security in
the face of modern, low-cost disruptive technologies.

* The Efficacy Gap: While the U.S. possesses superior "advanced systems" (underwater drones and high-tech
warships), they failed to provide the psychological "confidence" required by the shipping industry.

* lIranian Escalation: Iran demonstrated that it could effectively "deny stake" to the U.S. by marking danger zones and
utilizing fire-power that successfully targeted both merchant vessels and U.S. Navy destroyers.

* Industry Skepticism: Large shipping firms like Hapag-Lloyd remained cautious because Project Freedom lacked the
individual escort model used in the 1980s. Without a visible, physical shield, the risk of "disproportionate impact" on
insurance and safety was deemed too high.

* The "Drone Equation": Experts argue that drones have fundamentally changed the cost-benefit analysis of maritime
security. A few cheap drones can cause enough damage to halt global trade, regardless of the sophistication of the
opposing fleet.



* Historical Evolution: From Tanker Wars to Project Freedom '
* The Tanker Wars (1980-1988): During the Iran-lrag War, both nations attacked each other's oil tankers. Ira Kuwaiti and

Saudi ships to punish them for supporting Irag.

* Operation Earnest Will (1987-1988): The U.S. responded by reflagging Kuwaiti tankers and providing direct naval escorts. This
was the largest naval convoy operation since WWII. It relied on "hard power" —minesweepers and anti-missile batteries.

* Post-Cold War Dominance: For decades, the U.S. Fifth Fleet maintained undisputed control over the Persian Gulf, acting as the
de facto guarantor of global energy security.

* The Drone Era (2020s—Present): The proliferation of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and Unmanned Surface Vessels (USVs)
allowed Iran to shift from direct naval confrontation to "gray-zone" tactics that are harder to deter and defend against.

* Project Freedom (May 2026): The latest attempt to modernize maritime security, which was suspended within 24 hours due to
its inability to prevent drone and missile strikes.

* Way Forward

* Cooperative Security Framework: Moving away from unilateral "Projects" toward a regional maritime security architecture that
includes Iran, GCC countries, India, and China.

* Investment in Counter-Unmanned Aerial Systems (C-UAS): Developing low-cost kinetic and electronic warfare solutions to
balance the "drone equation."

* Escort-Hybrid Model: Returning to some level of physical protection (convoys) while using drones for early warning, rather than
as a replacement for warships.

* Diplomatic De-escalation: Addressing the "stake" Iran seeks in the region to move from a "blockade mindset" to a "shared
transit" mindset.

\ * Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC Mains 2017 (GS 2): "The project 'Mausam' is considered a diplomatic tool to build on India’s maritime identity... Discuss in
\ the context of the strategic importance of the Indian Ocean Region."

* UPSC Mains 2022 (GS 3): "The use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) by our adversaries across the borders... Discuss the
G measures to tackle this threat."

* UPSC Prelims (Multiple Years): Questions on the location of straits (Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Malacca).



@ ANALYSIS: GEOPOLITICS AND FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION IN THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

AXIA Understanding Project Freedom and the Changing Dynamics of Maritime Security
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Learning Outcomes: These are specific measurable goals that describe what a student should know or be able to do at the end of a course or
grade. For example, the ability of a Grade 8 student to read a Grade 2 level text is a metric for learning outcomes.

* Secondary Level Education: In the Indian context, this typically refers to Grades 9 and 10 (Secondary) and Grades 11 and 12 (Higher Secondary).

e Pyramid Structure vs. Cylindrical Schooling: The "Pyramid" refers to the current state where there are many primary schools but very few higher
secondary schools. "Cylindrical" schooling refers to a model where a single school provides a continuous path from Grade 1 to 12, ensuring the
"width" of the student body remains consistent.

* UDISE+: Unified District Information System for Education Plus. It is one of the largest Management Information Systems on school education in
the world, used for planning and resource allocation.

e Structural Fragmentation: This occurs when the educational journey is broken into different institutions for different age groups (e.g., a separate
primary school and a separate high school), forcing students to "re-enroll" or travel further as they grow older.

» Zero Enrolment Schools: Schools that exist on paper and receive government funding or staff but have no students actually attending or enrolled.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis suggests that India’s education success is currently "breadth-heavy" but "depth-poor." While access to primary education is nearly
universal, the system fails to retain students as they age.

* The Transition Crisis: The report identifies a "leaky pipeline." For every 10 children who start school, 4 drop out before finishing Grade 12. This is
largely attributed to the lack of "composite" schools.

* Infrastructure Deficits: Despite digital pushes, 1.19 lakh schools lack electricity, and nearly 60,000 lack hand-washing facilities. This creates a
physical environment that discourages long-term attendance, especially for girl students.

* The Quality Paradox: Enrolment numbers are high, yet "Reading Proficiency" and "Mathematical Ability" are declining. The fact that only 45.8% of
Grade 8 students can perform basic division indicates a "schooling without learning" crisis.

* Administrative Inertia: The existence of nearly 8,000 "ghost schools" (zero enrolment) indicates a massive disconnect between data entry and on-
ground monitoring, leading to a waste of precious fiscal resources.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence: Education was elitist and focused on creating a clerical class (Macaulayism). The Wood'’s Despatch (1854) was the
first move toward a structured "primary to university" system.

* Post-Independence (1947-1960s): Focus was on literacy. The Kothari Commission (1964-66) first proposed the 10+2+3 pattern to
standardize the system.

* The Right to Education (RTE) Era (2009): The 86th Constitutional Amendment made education a Fundamental Right for ages 6—14. This
led to the current "Primary Success" but created a "Secondary Gap" because the legal mandate ends at age 14.

* National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: This policy aims to shift from 10+2 to a 5+3+3+4 structure, emphasizing "Foundational Literacy
and Numeracy" (FLN) and integrating vocational and secondary education to fix the exact issues highlighted by NITI Aayog.

* Way Forward
* School Integration: Prioritize the merger of primary and secondary schools into "School Complexes" as suggested by NEP 2020.
* Extending RTE: Amend the Right to Education Act to cover children up to the age of 18 (Grade 12).

* Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT): Instead of funding "zero enrolment" schools, use those funds for transport vouchers for students in
remote areas to reach composite schools.

* Learning Audit: Implement a national "Learning Health Check" every two years to catch declining outcomes early.

Infrastructure Minimums: Ensure every school has a "Digital-Water-Power" (DWP) triad before introducing advanced Al modules.

Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

GS 2 (2020): "The Quality of Higher Education in India requires major reforms to make it globally competitive. Discuss."

GS 2 (2023): "The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 remains inadequate in promoting an incentive-based
system for children's education. Critically analyze."

* GS 2(2016): "Demographic Dividend in India will remain only theoretical unless our manpower becomes more educated, aware, skilled
and creative."
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Bangladesh failed to give
‘actionable response’: India

In diplomatic note, New Delhi says it sent over LOOO messages 1o Dhaka on repatriation of illegal
immigrants since 2020, but the neighbouring country has not extended necessary cooperation

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

ndia has semt over a
l 1,000 diplomatic

notes (notes verbale)
and 456 “consolidated re-
minders” to Dhaka since
September 2020 regarding
the repatriation of suspect-
od Wlegal Bangladeshi Im-
migrants but has not re-
celved “an  actionable
response”, a  diplomatic
document has stated.

The numbers were men-
toned in the note verbale
that the External Affairs
Ministry sent to Dhaka on
April 30, hours after the
Ministry of Foreign Aftairs
of Bangladesh summoned
the Indian envoy 1o protest
against remarks macle by
Assam’s then Chief Minds-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma.
Mr. Sarma had claimed in a
media interview that un
der his government, In-
dian border guards were
“pushing in" suspected
Bangladeshl  individuals
through unguarded parts
of the and boeder.

BSF personndd patrol slong the Sence on the India-Bangladesh

border in Golakgan; in Assam. reL moTo

“It is of note that over
1,137 Notes Verbale seeking
nationalicy verification and
45 consolidated remin
ders have been sent in this
period,” the Ministry said
in the diplomatic note of
April 30, which The Hindu
s reviewed.

2,862 cases

“A majority of these com-
munications have not re-
celved an actionable res:
potse,” it said, adding thae
“Since September 2020

Bangladesh has not ex
tended the necessary
cooperation to Ixlia for
nationality verification of
over 2,862 cases of illegal
Bangladeshis in India..”

It said “all measures un-
dertaken by the Govern
ment of India for the repa-
triation of illegal
Bangladeshi nationals are
in adherence to Indian
lows and procedures, in
tandem with established
bilateral arrangemems”™.

The Indian allegation of

ilegal Bangladeshi imumi-
gration was spotlighted on
Thursday when Randhir
Jatswal, the spokesperson
of the External Affairs Mi-
nistry, referred to the mat.
ter as the “core issue” In bi:
Eateral ties,

“These comments must
be seen in the context of
the core issue of repatria-
tion of illegal Bangladeshis
from India. This requires
cooperation from Bangla
desh, Over 2,862 cases of
nationality verification are
pending with Bangladesh,
some for over five years,”
Mr. Jaiswal said during a
weekly press briefing.

He was responding to
remarks by Bangladesh Fo-
refgn  Minister  Khadilur
Rahman and Home Minis-
ter  Salahuddin Ahmexd
who had said that Dhaka
would take “adequae
measures” if attempts at
“push in* from the Indian
side were to take plce, es-
pecially against the back-
drop of the victory of the
BIP in the elections in West
Bergal and Assam.

V %



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Note Verbale: A formal, unsigned diplomatic communication written in the third person. It is less formal than a "letter of protest" but more
serious than an aide-mémoire. Think of it as an official paper trail used to record a state’s position.

* Repatriation: The process of returning a person—voluntarily or forcibly—to their place of origin or citizenship. In this context, it involves
sending verified Bangladeshi nationals back to Bangladesh from India.

* Nationality Verification: A prerequisite for repatriation where the home country (Bangladesh) confirms that the individual in question is
indeed their citizen based on records.

* Push-in vs. Push-back: "Push-back" is the immediate prevention of entry at the border. "Push-in" (as used in the article) refers to the
allegation of forcing suspected illegal immigrants back across the border without following formal legal or diplomatic protocols.

* Consolidated Reminders: In diplomatic parlance, these are periodic follow-ups that bundle multiple previous requests into one document
to highlight a pattern of non-responsiveness.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core of the current tension lies in a breakdown of administrative cooperation despite friendly high-level political ties.

* India’s Stance (The "Actionable Response" Gap): New Delhi argues that it has followed established bilateral arrangements by sending over
1,100 diplomatic notes and 450 reminders. The argument is that India is adhering to the rule of law, but the process is stalled at the
"verification" stage by Dhaka.

* The Scale of Pendency: With over 2,862 cases pending—some for half a decade—India views this as a "core issue" that affects internal
security and the demographic integrity of border states like Assam and West Bengal.

* Bangladesh’s Counter-Argument: Dhaka expresses concern over "push-in" tactics. Their leadership suggests that any attempt to summarily
deport individuals without due process or verification is a violation of sovereignty and bilateral trust.

* The "Political Context" Trigger: The friction was sparked by domestic political rhetoric in India (specifically Assam), which Dhaka perceives
as a threat to the status quo. This highlights how internal state-level politics in India directly impacts international relations.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1947 Partition: The creation of East Pakistan led to the first major wave of displacement and an ill-defined,
porous border based on the Radcliffe Line.

* 1971 Liberation War: Millions fled to India to escape the Pakistani Army. While many returned, a significant
number remained, blurring the lines between refugees and economic migrants.

* 1985 Assam Accord: A watershed moment where the Indian government committed to identifying and
deporting foreigners who entered after March 24, 1971.

* Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) 2015: A massive success in settling enclave disputes, which many hoped
would lead to better cooperation on migration.

* NRC and CAA (2019-Present): The update of the National Register of Citizens in Assam and the Citizenship
Amendment Act have sensitized the migration issue, making "repatriation" a highly charged political and diplomatic
term.

* Way Forward

* Joint Working Groups: Revitalize the high-level mechanism specifically for "Nationality Verification" with strict
timelines.

* Digital Database: Create a shared, secure biometric database for verified nationals to prevent the "re-entry"
cycle.

*  Work Permits: Explore the idea of granting "Work Permits" without citizenship for economic migrants, reducing
the incentive for illegal stay while maintaining economic ties.

* Soft Diplomacy: Move the conversation away from "push-ins" to "orderly returns" to maintain the dignity of the
bilateral relationship.

* Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC/APSC)

* UPSC GS-Il (2017): "The critical issue of illegal migration from Bangladesh has been a bone of contention.
Discuss its impact on internal security."

* UPSC GS-lll (2014): "How far are India’s internal security challenges linked with border management?"
* APSC (2020): "Discuss the significance of the Assam Accord in the context of the NRC update."
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Pare Disputes, Boost Monetisation
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Public-purpose transfers
to follow guideline rates;
commercial deals to be
aligned with mkt prices

Anuradha Shukla

New Delhi: The Centre has prepa-
red a standard nationwide fram-
ework for transfer of central govern-
mient land to reduce disputes and aid
aggressive asset monetisation,

The framework mandates separate
valuation of buildings and clear ru-
les for public versus commercial use
o improve iransparency, prevent un-
doervaluation and unleck reventie for
public projects. Land transfers to pri-
vate players and states will require
cabinet approval.

“Omne of the clear differentiators is
that transfers for public purposes

will typically be priced at guideline
rates, while commercial (ransac-
tions will follow market rates, which
reduces so many disputes.” a senior
offieial told ET.

Thiswill helpmeet the target of rea-
lising 716.72 lakh crore from govern-
ment land and other assets sales un-
der the National Monetization Pipe-
line 2.0 (MMMP 2.0) in five vears from
FY2026 to FY2030, the offieial added.

Uniil now, “rules related to land
transfers were not standard, often
causingdisputes, and wereoneof the
stumbling Blocks in monetizing land
assets, buildings and other spaces,”
the official explained.

As per the framework, valuation of
land and structures will primarily be
conducted by the National Land Ma-
nagement Committee  (NLMC),
which may charge a fee for Its servi-
ces, Buildings o superstructures on
land will be valued at current repla-
cement cost minus depreciation.

InCase of Competing Demands »» 5

V %



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Asset Monetisation: The process of unlocking the value of "under-utilized" or "unutilized" public assets
(like land or buildings) by transferring their usage rights to private or public entities for a fee.

* National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) 2.0: A strategic roadmap for the period FY26—FY30 aiming to
generate revenue (target: X16.72 lakh crore) by leasing out government-owned infrastructure.

* Guideline Rates (Circle Rates): The minimum price at which a property can be registered in a particular
area, usually determined by the local state government.

* Market Price: The actual price at which an asset would trade in a competitive auction or open market,
often higher than guideline rates.

* Replacement Cost minus Depreciation: A valuation method for buildings where the cost to rebuild the
structure today is calculated, then reduced based on the age and wear-and-tear of the existing building.

* National Land Management Committee (NLMC): A specialized body tasked with the professional
valuation and management of surplus land holdings of the central government and CPSEs.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis revolves around standardization as a tool for economic efficiency.

* Standardization vs. Ad-hocism: Historically, land transfers were governed by fragmented rules. A
"Nationwide Framework" eliminates ambiguity, ensuring every ministry follows the same playbook.

* Dual Pricing Strategy: This is a critical pivot. By charging "Guideline Rates" for public-purpose projects
(like a school or hospital) and "Market Rates" for commercial ventures (like malls or private offices), the
government balances social welfare with fiscal prudence.

* Addressing Undervaluation: Separate valuation for land and "superstructures" (buildings) ensures that
the government doesn't lose money by selling a developed plot at the price of raw land.

* Institutional Conflict Resolution: The framework introduces the Expenditure Secretary as an arbiter for
inter-ministry disputes, ensuring that land isn't "locked" because two departments are fighting over it.



Historical Evolution of the Issue

The management of public land has evolved from colonial control to modern-day fiscal tool:

Pre-Independence: The Land Acquisition Act, 1894 established the state's power of "Eminent Domain," where

land was primarily acquired for "public purpose" with little regard for market dynamics.

Post-Independence (Socialist Era): Government land was viewed as a static resource. Large tracts were allotted to

PSUs and Ministries at nominal rates. There was no concept of "opportunity cost."

Post-1991 Reforms: With urbanization, the value of government-held land in city centers skyrocketed. However,

the lack of a clear exit policy or transfer code led to massive litigation and "encroachment" issues.

2017 - General Finance Rules (GFR): The GFR provided basic guidelines, but remained vague on "commercial

valuation," leading to the CAG often flagging "loss to the exchequer."

Present (2026 Framework): The shift to NMP 2.0 and the creation of NLMC marks the final transition into a

"Professional Real Estate Manager" mindset.

Way Forward
Digitization: Integrate the framework with the PM GatiShakti National Master Plan for real-time GIS mapping of

all central land.

Third-Party Audits: Periodic audits of the NLMC’s valuations by the CAG to ensure "Market Price" isn't being

manipulated.

Stakeholder Consultation: Including state governments earlier in the process, as land is a State Subject (Entry 18,

List Il), to prevent jurisdictional friction.

Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC)
Mains (2021, GS3): "Explain the rationale behind the Goods and Services Tax (GST). Also, discuss the role of the

GST Council." (Theme: Federal fiscal frameworks).

Mains (2022, GS3): "The National Monetization Pipeline (NMP) is a bold step, but it faces several challenges.

Discuss."

Prelims (2017): Questions regarding the General Finance Rules and administrative powers of the Finance Ministry.
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MOVING FROM 2011-12 TO 2022-23

States Told to Shift to New Base
Year for GSDP by End of FY27

Directive follows rollout of revised national GDP series; no mandate yet for |IP

AnouvshkaSawhney

New Delhi: The statistics mini-
stry has asked states to adopt 202:2-
23 as the new base year for the
computationof grossstate domes-
tic product (GSDP) by theend of 13-
sreal 2027, Thedirective follows the
rollout of the revised national
GOP series earlier this vear

“The timeline given to states to
complete the transition 1s this 13-
nancial vear,” said a government
official.

The move alms to align state-le-
velestimates with the updated na-
tional accounts framework and
improve the comparability and
accuracy of regional sconomic
dataacross the country,

The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme ImplementatbonMo-
SPI) revised the national GDP ba-
s year to 202223 from 2011-12 in Fe-

Stronger Base

Mational | MoSPl

GDP series | issued
shifted to | guidelines
2022-23 | for regional
base in accounts
February | compilation

Revised framework to .
use more administrative (&
and survey data

bruary, incorporating new data
sources bo better capiure ecoro-
micactivity and structural chang-
e inthe economy

Al present, 3 states and union
territories compile GSDF with
2011-12 as the base year, except for
Lakshadweep and Dadra & Nagar
Haveliand Daman & Diu.

Earlier this week, the ministry

34 states, UTs currently
use 2011-12 as base year

issued detalled guldelines for
compiling GSDP with the revised
2(22-23 base year, The framewark
emphasises preater use of admi-
nistrative records, sectoral data-
bases and survey inputs to impro-
vie the coverage and reliability of
regional statistics.

“Some states are ahead in the
transition process compared to

others, but all states will eventual-
Iy have to move to the new base ye-
ar," said theofficial.

For the Index of Industrial Pro-
duction{11F}, the official said, the-
ri 15 no mandate for states to revi-
s¢ its base year
though the Centre
is willing to assist
those that choose
to undertake the
EXereise.

The national [TF
series 15 set o
shift to the 2022-23
base yearonJune L

States are also free to develop
sub-state level Consumer Price In-
dex {CPI), though there is nodirec-
tive from the Centre to do so, the
odficial sand.

The MoSPI currently releases
state-level CPI indices with base
yvoear 2024 in line with the natio-
nal series.

e

The national
liPseriesis
set to shift to
the 2022-23
base year
onJune 1




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP): This is the sum total of the monetary value of all finished goods and services produced
within the geographical boundaries of a state during a specific period. It is the regional counterpart to the national GDP.

* Base Year: A benchmark year used for comparison in economic indices. By keeping prices "fixed" at the base year level,
economists can remove the effect of inflation and calculate Real GDP, showing actual growth in production.

* Example: If a state produced 100 cars at X5 lakh each in 2011-12 and 110 cars at X8 lakh each in 2024, using the 2011-12
base year helps us see the 10% volume growth rather than the inflated value growth.

* National Accounts Statistics (NAS): A comprehensive set of economic data (GDP, GVA, Savings, etc.) compiled by MoSPI to
provide a complete picture of the country’s economic health.

* Index of Industrial Production (IIP): An index that tracks the short-term changes in the volume of production in a basket of
industrial products (Mining, Manufacturing, and Electricity).

* Consumer Price Index (CPI): A measure that examines the weighted average of prices of a basket of consumer goods and
services. It is the primary tool used by the RBI to monitor inflation.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis revolves around the alignment of sub-national economic data with national standards to ensure a "single
version of the truth" regarding India's economic progress.

* Necessity of Alignment: Since the national GDP base year shifted to 2022-23 in February 2026, failing to update GSDP would
lead to data divergence. States using an old base (2011-12) might overestimate or underestimate their contribution to the
national economy.

* Capturing Structural Shifts: The economy in 2022-23 looks vastly different from 2011-12. The rise of the gig economy, digital
services, and renewable energy sectors are better captured in the new series.

* Administrative Record Integration: The directive emphasizes moving away from mere "sample surveys" toward "administrative
data" (like GST returns, MCA-21 records, and EPFO data), which offers a more granular and real-time view of the economy.

* State Autonomy vs. Central Coordination: While the GSDP shift is mandated for synchronization, the article notes that the IIP
and sub-state CPI remain optional or assisted, respecting the federal setup where states manage their own industrial and local
price monitoring.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Tracing the history of base year revisions reveals India’s journey toward statistical maturity:

* Pre-1990s: Revisions were infrequent. The base years were often decades apart (e.g., 1948-49, 1960-61, 1970-71), which failed to capture the
transition from a purely agrarian to a semi-industrial economy.

* Post-Liberalization (1991): The need for accurate data grew as India integrated with global markets. The base year was shifted to 1993-94 and
later to 1999-2000.

* The 2011-12 Shift (2015): This was a landmark change where India adopted the SNA 2008 (System of National Accounts) standards, moving
from Factor Cost to Market Prices. It sparked debate but brought India closer to global IMF/World Bank standards.

* The 2022-23 Transition (2026): Triggered by the massive disruptions of the pandemic and the subsequent digital boom, this revision marks the
first major update in over a decade, aiming to reflect the "Post-COVID" economic structure.

* Way Forward

* Modernization of DES: The Centre must provide financial grants specifically for the digitization of State Directorates of Economics and
Statistics.

* Data Integration: Create a seamless "National Data Grid" where GSTN, EPFO, and state-level land records talk to each other to generate real-
time GSDP.

» Capacity Building: Frequent training workshops for state-level statisticians to handle new administrative databases.

Independent Audit: Establishing an independent National Statistical Audit Body to verify state-level data and maintain public trust.

* Previous Years' UPSC Questions

* Prelims (2015): Regarding the change in the base year of GDP from 2004-05 to 2011-12.

* Mains (2017, GS-3): "What are the methods used by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) to compute the Billion-do!! 2"
* Mains (2021, GS-3): "Explain the difference between computing methodology of India’s GDP before 2015 and after 20"
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* TAGORE'S 165TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

How the charkha came to embody Gandhi and Tagore’s deepest disagreements

Nikita Mohta
New Delivd, May 8§

IN SEPFTEMEER 1924, during Mahatea
Gandhlsvigt toCakutta, Rabindeanath Ta-
gore told hink “Poens [can spin, Gandhiji,
songs and pixys | can spin, but of your
preciouscotton wihat a mess Fwoudd make™

Gandhd and Tagore shared an enduring
Briersciship thae fasted Froen I9M-15tH the
latter's death in 1941 Bt they also shared
profound disagreements about political,
social and economic matiens

And perhaps no obiect symbolcsed thesr
decpestphilosophical differences morethan
the charkia, Tagore recollod from Gandhi's
insstence that every true Indlan must spén,
while Gandhl remmined unwivering in his
bebefthat sptnning carmied deep morad and
symbotic significance, On Tagose’s 1652h
birth anniversary Friday, we revisit theGan
dhi-Tagore debates on the spinning whed

An inevitable conflict
Jaewabarki Nehru once observed: "No

two persons coukd probably dffer so much
asGandbd and Tagoee " The conflict between
them, despite adeep fiendship rooted in
Al respect, was peobabdy inevitable,

The first signs appeared in 1915 when
Gandhi vished Shansiniketan after retarn
Ing from South Africa. They disagreed ona
range of topkcs - from nattonalism toedy
cation and politics.

The gap grew after the Amritsar Mass
acre, when Gandhd Initiated movements
such a8 Non-Cooperation. Tagore worried
these movernents would kead to blind ma-
tlonaiism. Instead, he renounced his
knighthood in protest.

By mid- 1921, their dissgroements were
being openly expressed theough speeches,
essxys and koeners

“They had differences on fundamental
philosophical questions, which led to dis
pataton about many poliscal, social, and
eoonomic nsniens.” wrote historian Sabya-
sachi Bhattacharya in his 1997 book The
Maksarma and The Poet: Lettersand I
bates between Gandhiard Togore I995- 1940

Rabindranath Tagoee and Mahatma Gaadihd in 1940, socasin oo

The cult’ of the charkha

In November 1924, Gandhl and other
Congress leadens resolvedd that all Congross
members must wear khadl whileattending

palitcal or Congress functions, and con-
tribute 2. 000 yards of evenly spunyarn
every month, Gandhi beleved this would
notondy make Indh sedf-rediang Incdothing,

but also morally transform Congress
workers thenselves

Tagoredisagread sharply. He dismissed
the directive as "censure In printer’s ink”™
and respondad with the essay The Culr of
the Chavkiug in The Madorn Review,

The enthuslasm sumrounding the
charkha, heasgued, reflocted Inditans'ten
dency 10 submit to the dictates of revered
Bpures, especialy when those dicranes ap-
peared tooffer shortcuts to difficuls na-
tional goals. AsGasgeya Mukberfi notes in
Ganelai and Tagore: Politics, Traghard Con-
soienoe (2006), Tagore Tesrod the the isanueal
diversity of buman temperament and
chokewnsbeing “kneaded. .. intoalump of
unifomity©

Tagore dlso beleved the celginal purnpose
of the charkha — enaliling the poor to meet
abasic neod forciothing < was being under-
mined as spénning tumed into ritual

Tagore also ngectod the iden that India
could isolte itsaf from the moderm world.
Wishd roswval from schnsce and echnology,
hebelieved, would mpoverishthe country.

Gandhl answered these aticlsms in
The Poct amd t e Charkha in November
1925 “The fact isthat the PoetSs criticism s
a poetic lcenceand he who takes it lisesally
is in danger of finding himsedf in an owk-
wied comer” Healswo sccused Tagoecof in
habiting an bvory tower: "I the Poet span
half an hoar dasly, hispoetry wou ki gain in
richness. For it would then represent the
POOr man's wants and woes in a mose fose
ible manner than now" For Gandhd, the
charkbha culivated dignity in physical
work, encouraged cooperation, and carried
economis and cthical sgnificance,

Uneasy dissent

Tagore was not opposed to the charkha
as amexns of meeting abasic human peod,
What troubled hlnywas the exorssive npor-
tance it b aoquired in Gandhds political
and moral programme. Yet, Tagore ap
proached this dissgreement with reluc-
tance. He acknowladged: “It s extremdly
st oful 1o me 10 havve 1o differ from Ma
hatma Ganddl.... oy heast sheinks fromic”

e




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Charkha (Spinning Wheel): Beyond a tool for making yarn, Gandhi viewed it as a symbol of self-reliance (Swadeshi), dignity of
labor, and a non-violent weapon against British economic exploitation.

* Blind Nationalism: A term used by Tagore to describe a form of patriotism that prioritizes national pride over reason,
humanity, and internationalism, potentially leading to narrow-mindedness.

* Khadi: Hand-spun and hand-woven cloth. For Gandhi, wearing Khadi was a political and moral duty to unify the masses and
boycott foreign textiles.

* Censure in Printer’s Ink: Tagore’s metaphorical description of Gandhi’s directive that all Congress members must spin,
suggesting it was an imposition on individual freedom and creativity.

* Universalism: Tagore’s philosophy that humanity should transcend national boundaries. He feared that Gandhi’s movements
might isolate India from global scientific and cultural progress.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core of their disagreement lay in the role of the Charkha and the nature of the freedom struggle:

* The Pro-Charkha Thesis (Gandhi): Gandhi argued that spinning was a spiritual and economic necessity. It provided a common
occupation for the masses, bridged the gap between the elite and the poor, and cultivated discipline and cooperation.

* The Anti-Ritualism Counter-Argument (Tagore): Tagore criticized the "cult of the Charkha," fearing it would lead to a "lump of
uniformity." He believed that forcing every individual to spin suppressed natural human diversity and replaced reason with a
ritualistic, mindless habit.

* Self-Reliance vs. Isolation: While Gandhi saw the Charkha as the path to Atmanirbhar (self-reliance), Tagore worried that
rejecting modern science and technology would impoverish India intellectually and economically.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1915: The first signs of disagreement emerged shortly after Gandhi’s return to India, covering topics from
education to the concept of nationalism.

* 1919-1921: Following the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, Gandhi launched the Non-Cooperation Movement.
Tagore, while renouncing his knighthood in protest of the massacre, grew wary of the movement’s potential
for "blind nationalism".

* 1924-1925: The "Charkha debate" peaked. The Congress resolved that members must contribute yarn.
Tagore responded with his famous essay "The Cult of the Charkha," to which Gandhi replied with “The Poet
and the Charkha," defending the wheel as a means to connect with the poor.

* Post-Independence: The Charkha was immortalized on the Indian flag (later replaced by the Ashoka
Chakra), and the debate transitioned into India’s policy struggle between Gandhian village-centric
economics and Nehruvian industrial modernization.

* Way Forward

* Synthesis: Modern India must find a middle path—integrating the Gandhian values of sustainability and
dignity of labor with Tagore’s vision of scientific temper and global engagement.

* Modernizing Khadi: Making traditional crafts economically viable through branding and technology
without losing their soulful essence.

* Educational Reform: Incorporating Tagore’s emphasis on creative freedom with Gandhi’s emphasis on
vocational training (as seen in the New Education Policy).

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains 2023 (GS1): "What was the difference between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore
in their approach towards education and nationalism?"

* UPSC Mains 2021 (GS1): "Trace the rise and growth of socio-religious reform movements with special
reference to Young Bengal and Brahmo Samaj." (Context for Tagore’s intellectual lineage).

* UPSC Mains 2012: "Discuss the Gandhi-Tagore debate on the Charkha and its relevance today."
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Why 2023 law to
appoint CEC came
about, the legal
challenge it faces
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Article 324(2): The constitutional provision that vests the appointment of the CEC and ECs in the President, "subject to
the provisions of any law made in that behalf by Parliament".

* Executive Domain: This refers to the period (pre-2023) when the central government had the sole authority to suggest
names for the ECI to the President without a formal statutory selection committee.

* Anoop Baranwal vs. Union of India (2023): A landmark Supreme Court judgment that filled a "legislative vacuum" by
mandating a selection committee comprising the PM, Leader of Opposition (LoP), and the Chief Justice of India (CJI).

* Tyranny of the Elected: A phrase used by the Supreme Court to describe the Parliament's long delay (decades) in
enacting a law for EC appointments, effectively keeping the power within the executive’s grasp until forced by judicial
intervention.

e Selection Committee: The statutory body created by the 2023 Act, consisting of the PM, a Union Cabinet Minister, and
the LoP (or leader of the largest opposition party).

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core of the debate lies in whether the 2023 Act upholds the spirit of the Anoop Baranwal judgment or bypasses it.

* The Legislative Gap: For decades, Parliament did not enact a specific law for appointments, allowing the Union Law
Ministry to suggest names directly to the PM. This was criticized for lacking transparency and potentially compromising the
ECl's neutrality.

* Judicial Intervention: The Supreme Court argued that an independent body is essential to insulate the democratic
process from executive influence. They proposed a tripartite committee (PM, LoP, CJI) as an interim measure.

* The 2023 Legislative Response: Parliament enacted the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
Act, 2023. Crucially, it replaced the CJI with a Union Cabinet Minister.

* The "Two-to-One" Problem: Critics argue that by including a Cabinet Minister instead of the ClI, the executive
maintains a 2:1 majority in the selection process, effectively retaining control over who gets appointed.

* Protection of Appointments: The Act includes a clause stating that appointments cannot be declared invalid simply
because of a vacancy or defect in the Selection Committee's constitution.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The journey of the ECl's appointment process reflects the evolution of Indian constitutionalism.
* Pre-1991 (Executive Supremacy): Appointments were made entirely at the discretion of the President (on the advice of the PM/Cabinet).

* 1991 (Conditions of Service Act): Parliament passed the Conditions of Service and Transaction of Business Act, which regulated salaries and
tenure but remained silent on the appointment process itself.

* 2022 (The Legal Challenge): Petitioners argued that the lack of a law left the ECI vulnerable to political bias, urging the Court to intervene to
protect the "basic structure" of free and fair elections.

* March 2023 (The Interim Ruling): The SC laid down a fair selection process involving the CJI, emphasizing that the ECI needs to be
"institutionally and financially" strong.

* Late 2023 (The New Law): Parliament exercised its power under Article 324(2) to pass the new Act, formalizing the selection panel but removing
the judicial member.

* 2024-2025 (Ongoing Friction): Legal challenges continue, with members of the opposition (like the LoP in Feb 2025) expressing dissent over the
process.

*  Way Forward

A balanced path to resolve the deadlock could involve:

* Broadening the Panel: Instead of a Cabinet Minister, perhaps a neutral figure like the Lokpal or a retired judge could be included to maintain the
1:1:1 balance.

* Transparency: Making the Search Committee’s shortlisting criteria public to ensure that only candidates with impeccable integrity are
considered.

* Constitutional Amendment: To permanently fix the selection process in the Constitution rather than an ordinary law, providing it higher
protection from frequent legislative changes.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC CSE (Mains)
* 2023 (GS 2): "Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of the Model Code of Conduct."

* 2017 (GS 2): "To enhance the quality of democracy in India the Election Commission of India has proposed electoral reforms. What are the
suggested reforms and how far are they significant to make democracy purer and stronger?"

* 2012 (GS 2): "Assess the importance of the Election Commission of India in the conduct of free and fair elections."
* UPSC CSE (Prelims)
* 2017: Question regarding the appointment and tenure of the Chief Election Commissioner.
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The war in West Asia has hit the poor more than therich

GRAPHS,
DATA,
PERSPECTIVES

BY UDIT MISRA

WEEKLYECONOMIC AND POUICY INSIGHTS USING DATA

ASTHE conflict in West Asiacontinues to
strangle fuel and fertiliser supplies across
the world, pushing up prices and the cost
of living, a familiar question has resur-
faced: Whogets hurt the most?

Whetherone talks about individuals or
families or whole economies, the short
answer is that there isa stark difference be-
tween how such a crisis affects the haves
and the have-nots.

In otherwords, oftensuch crisescreate
a K-shaped economy. This is a phenom-
enonwheretheeconomicdivisionsand in-
equalitieswiden with one(oftensmall) seg-
ment of the economy tending toconsime
heavily while another (often large) segment
struggles to evenconsume the staples

A K-shaped economy

The war in Iran is already beginning to
reveal a K-shaped patemn. Economists at

the Federal Reserve Bank of New York re-
cently analysed the way US consumers
spent on fuel as pump prices started in-
creasing.

They found the following: “In March,
high-income households increased nom-
inal spending the most and kept real con-
sumption essentially unchanged, while
low-income households decreased real
consumption of gasoline but still saw
sharply increased nominal spending be-
cause of the rise in gas prices.”

The chart alongside shows what hap-
pened toconsumer consumption in March,
compared to February. The poorest — US
consumers caminglessthan $40,000a year
- spent 13.33% moreon fuel prices but this
“nominal” increase in spending does not
capture the “real” decline of almost 7% in
spending. In otherwords, whilethe poorest
spent 13% more money to buy fuel, they
ended up buying 7% less actual fuel.

The middle-income earners — those
earning between $40,000 to $125,000 a
year — spent 17% more on fuel but man-
agedto buyS5%less actual fuel

The richest consumers managed to in-
creasetheir spending by over 20% and thus
ensured that their actual consumption of
fuel barely changed.

«Return of the ‘K-shaped’ economy

High-income US households increased spending inMarch
(from Feb) while maintaining consumption. Low-income
ones saw more spending despite cutting gas consumption.
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Middle income Hghincome
($40k-$125k) ($125k+)
uSpending in noménal terms (% change)
mSpending in real terms (% change) Source: NY Fed
Why this research matters

These research results are based on a
sample of 2,00,000 consumers over just
one month but still they reveal something
familiar. “These divergences in the re-
sponse to an energy price shock are not

uniqueto the month, Fouryears aga energy

V %

prices rose and remained devated during
the spring and summer of 2022 when the
Russia-Ukraine war disrupted energy mar-
kets. The magnitude of the initial Russia-
Ukraine gasoline price shock wasbroadly
similar to the current one, but it lasted
longer to date and ramped up over time,”
say theauthors, led by Rajashri Chakmabarti.

The broader point is: As oil prices stay
elevated, the poor will struggle to consume
thesameamount evenafterspendingmore
while the rich will spend moreto maintain
the same level of real consumption.

Only looking at nominal spending pat-
termns hides thedeepeningeconomic divide
that happens during such crises,

Thiseconomicdivide wasbest captured
bythe following quote (often attributed to
poet Damian Barr) that became popular
during the Covid-inducedeconomic reces-
sion in2020; "We are all inthe same storm
but not inthe same boat™,

Richer consumersin any country (and
by the same logic, richer countries, say,
JapanorSouth Korea) willbeabletospend
more in order totake asmaller hit on their
actual consumption while the poor (and
poorer countries such as Bangladesh or
India) may end up being forced toconsume
less even if they spend more,

e a



* Key Terms and Explanations

* K-Shaped Economy: A phenomenon where different sections of the economy recover or react to a crisis at different rates and in opposite
directions. While one segment (usually the wealthy or tech-heavy industries) sees growth, the other (low-income workers or manual labor
sectors) continues to decline.

* Nominal Spending: The actual amount of money spent on goods or services, not adjusted for inflation. Example: Spending 100 on petrol
today versus X80 last year is an increase in nominal spending.

* Real Spending/Consumption: The quantity of goods or services purchased, adjusted for price changes. This reflects the actual "utility" or
volume gained. Example: If you spend more money but get fewer liters of fuel, your real consumption has decreased.

* Energy Price Shock: A sudden and significant increase in the price of energy (oil, gas, electricity) often caused by supply disruptions due to
war or political instability.

* Income Brackets: Categories used to group households based on their annual earnings, typically divided into low, middle, and high income
to analyze economic behavior.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis posits that global crises, such as the conflict in West Asia, do not affect all economic actors equally; instead, they exacerbate
existing inequalities, creating a "K-shaped" outcome.

* Disproportionate Impact on the Poor: Low-income households are forced to increase their nominal spending just to survive, yet their real
consumption of essentials (like fuel) drops significantly.

* Resilience of the Rich: High-income individuals can afford to increase their spending by a large margin to maintain their standard of livir
Their "real consumption" remains nearly unchanged despite rising costs.

* The "Same Storm, Different Boats" Fallacy: While a global crisis affects everyone (the storm), the "boats" (economic resource
survival. Richer nations and individuals have "sturdier boats" than poorer ones.

* The Middle-Class Squeeze: Middle-income earners occupy a precarious middle ground, spending significantly more but g a
moderate decline in their actual consumption.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Pre-1970s: Energy prices were relatively stable, and global economic growth was more synchronized.
* 1973 & 1979 Oil Shocks: The first major instances where West Asian instability led to global "Stagflation," hitting developing economies and the poor hardest.

* 2008 Financial Crisis: Highlighted the initial "K-shaped" divergence, where financial markets recovered via bailouts while the working class faced long-term
unemployment.

* 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic: The term "K-shaped recovery" gained mainstream prominence as tech and professional sectors thrived while service and manual labor
sectors collapsed.

* 2022 Russia-Ukraine War: Triggered a massive energy shock similar to current West Asian tensions, leading to sustained high prices that disproportionately
burdened low-income households globally.

* 2024-2026 West Asian Conflict: Represents the current phase where persistent geopolitical friction maintains elevated inflation, cementing the K-shaped divide.

* Way Forward

* Targeted Subsidies: Move away from universal subsidies to Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) for the bottom 40% to protect their real consumption.
* Energy Diversification: Speed up the transition to renewables to reduce dependence on the volatile West Asian energy market.

* Progressive Taxation: Implement "Windfall Taxes" on energy companies profiting from the crisis to fund social safety nets.

* Global Cooperation: Create a "Global Energy Fund" to assist developing nations like Bangladesh and India during price shocks.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains 2017 (GS 3): "What are the reasons for the nearly stagnant share of manufacturing sector in GDP? How is it a challenge for inclusive growth?" (Theme:
Structural inequality).

* UPSC Mains 2021 (GS 3): "Explain the difference between computing methodology of India’s GDP before and after 2015." (Theme: Measuring real vs. nominal
growth).

* UPSC Mains 2020 (GS 2): "The critical determinants of shaping India’s relations with West Asia."

* APSC Mains 2022: "Discuss the impact of global inflation on the common man in Assam."
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