DAILY NEWS
ANALYSIS

CONSISTENT
COMPREHENSIVE
AND CREDIBLE

Q

A

UNIQUE AND BEST IN
QUALITY



* EXPERT FACULTY & MENTORSHIP
* COMPREHENSIVE STUDY MATERIAL

« REGULAR TEST SERIES & EVALUATION '
Y, * CURRENT AFFAIRS & ANSWER WRITING FOCUS \
e SMALL BATCH SIZES FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION ‘2=

NJ axiaiasacademy.com +91 6002-417488 Jrg




o LEGAL

Why SC expanded definition of ‘acid attack victim’in Disabilities Act

Amaal Sheikh

New Delhi, May 6

THESUPREME Court on Monday held that
persons who were forced to consume acid
and thus suffered internal injuries, without
visible scars, would be considered acid at-
tack victims under the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016.

The top court’s ruling was necessitated
by the fact that the Act’s definition of acid
artack victims appears to confine itself to
external “disfigurement”.

Thebench of Chief Justice of India (CJ1)
Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said the clarification would apply retro-
spectively — that is, from the day the Act
came into force.

The court told the government that the
existing punishment for acid attack had
failed as adeterrent, and suggested placing
the burden of proof on the accused and
making acid sellers co-accused.

The order came on a petition filed by
Shaheen Malik, asurvivor who flagged the
gap in law that left an entire category of vic-
tims without access to state support.

Thegap inthe law

The RPwD Act includes acid attack sur-
vivors in its list of specified disabilities. But
the definition it settled on was narrow.
Under Schedule 2(zc) of the Act, an “acid at-
tack victim” is a person “disfigured due to
violent assaults by throwing of acid or simi-
lar corrosive substance.” Survivors who
were forced to consume acid fell outside it.

The court noted the problem was that
“the use of the term ‘disfigured’ appearsto
confine the scope of external disfigurement
of the body, thereby excluding cases invol-
ving internal injuries or scarring caused by
the administration of acid.”

The injuries in such cases are equally se-
vere. When acid is ingested, it burns the
mouth, throat, oesophagus, and stomach.
The damage is quite often permanent. Ma-
lik’s petition states that “the corrosive sub-
stance causes intense burns and significant
harmtothe internal organs, particularly the
gastrointestinal system. This often results
in lifelong medical complications, includ-
ing the need for ongoing gastroenterologi-
cal care. Victims of oral acid ingestion may
experience long-term issues such as diffi-

Pendingacid
attackcases

@ The Supreme Court
has flagged an ‘alarm-
ing increase’ inthe
number of acid attack
cases since 2013

@ According to com-
phance affidavits
filed in the top court,
Uttar Pradesh has
the highest backlog
of acid attack cases
at 198, followed by
West Bengal (160)
and Gujarat (114)
Bihar reported 68
pending cases

culty eating, swallowing, and digestion.”

A narrowdefinition

The consequences of falling outside the
purview of the RPwD Act aresignificant. A
disability certificate under the Act is the
gateway to state support.

Since victims of forceful ingestion do
not fall within the statutory definition, they
are unable to obtain the disability certifi-
cates required to access state compensa-
tion, rehabilitation schemes and medical
support. The petition argues that this de-
nial of statutory recognition effectively in-
fringes their right to live with dignity

The only difference between the two
groups, the petition argued, is the method of
the attack — throwing vs administering acid,
rather than the nature and extent of harm.

What the petition challenges

At the centre of the challenge is Article
14 of the Constitution. The petition argues
that the law creates an “arbitrary and un-
reasonable classification” by distinguish-
ing victims based on the method of assault,
throwing acid versus administering it,

rather than the consequence of the attact
This distinction has no rational nexus to
the object of the law, which is to suppo
persons living with disabilities.

The petition also pointed to an "incot
sistency” between criminal law and welfa
law. Section 124 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sar
hita, 2024, treats throwing acid and admir
istering acid as the same offence with iden:
ical punishment. “The harm, intent, an
societal danger are identical regardless of th
method of acid assault,” the petition argue
making it “legally incoherent and arbitrary
for a remedial welfare statute to draw a di
tinction that penal law has rejected.

Thetrial backlog

Expanding the ambit of definitions
under the Act is a problem the court hz
been trying to address since Decembe
when it called tardy trials in acid arrac)
cases “amockery of the system”. The cou
directed the registrars general of all hig
courts to furnish details of pending trials i
theirjurisdictions, The CJlsaid: “Don'tyo
think that the punishment should hay
been harsher?”




* Key Terms and Explanations

* RPwD Act, 2016: A landmark legislation that replaced the 1995 Act, increasing the types of
recognized disabilities from 7 to 21. It focuses on rights, dignity, and social integration.

* Acid Attack Victim (Expanded): Originally, the law focused on "disfigurement" (external
scarring). The new interpretation includes those with internal injuries to the mouth, throat, and
digestive tract caused by forced ingestion.

* Article 14 of the Constitution: Guarantees "Equality before the law." In this context, it argues
that treating victims differently based on whether acid was thrown or administered is an "arbitrary
classification."

* Retrospective Application: This means the court’s clarification applies from the date the Act
came into force (2016), ensuring previous survivors can now claim benefits.

* Burden of Proof: The legal obligation to prove a fact. The court suggested shifting this to the
accused in acid attack cases to simplify the victim's path to justice.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis is that disability is defined by the impact on the body, not the method of the
assault.

* The "Disfigurement" Trap: The existing law emphasized visible scars. This excluded victims of
"oral ingestion" who suffer permanent damage to the esophagus and stomach, often requiring
lifelong medical care.

* The Necessity of Certification: Without being recognized as "disabled," survivors cannot access
disability certificates, which are the "gateways" to state compensation, quotas, and free medical
aid.

* Legal Incoherency: The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)—the new criminal code—punishes
"throwing" and "administering" acid equally. The court argued that welfare laws should mirror this
consistency; if the harm is equal, the support must be equal.

* Judicial Concern over Backlog: The court highlighted an "alarming increase" in cases and a
"mockery of the system" due to tardy trials, particularly in states like Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue '

* Pre-2013: Acid attacks were often treated under general "grievous hurt" provisions of the IPC. There was no specific focus on
rehabilitation.

* Laxmi v. Union of India (2014): A watershed moment where the SC regulated acid sales and mandated compensation. This led
to the inclusion of acid attack survivors in the disability list.

 The 2016 RPwD Act: Formally recognized acid attack survivors as a category of "specified disability," but with the narrow
"disfigurement" wording.

* 2024 Transition: The shift from the IPC to the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita maintained strict punishments for acid crimes.

* 2026 (Present Ruling): The Judiciary steps in to fix a "statutory gap" where internal survivors were being denied the right to
live with dignity.

* Way Forward
* Administrative Reform: Simplify the "Disability Certification" process via a single-window system for acid survivors.
* Fast-Track Courts: Dedicate specific judicial time to clear the backlog of the 500+ pending cases mentioned in the article.

* Digital Tracking: Implement a real-time "Acid Sale Tracker" linked to Aadhaar to enforce the seller-liability suggested by the
court.

* Holistic Rehab: Go beyond one-time compensation to include mental health support and vocational training.

* Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC/APSC)
* UPSC 2011 (GS2): "The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 ensures greater Government accountability..."
* UPSC 2020 (GS2): "Does the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 ensure effective mechanism for empowerment...?"

* UPSC 2014 (Ethics): Case study on the ethical dilemma of a public official dealing with a victim of a heinous crime.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* OQutstanding Debt: The total amount a government owes to various lenders (banks, markets, or the Centre)
at a specific point in time.

* Debt-to-GDP (GSDP) Ratio: This measures a state’s debt as a percentage of its Gross State Domestic
Product. It indicates the state’s ability to pay back its debt; a high ratio suggests potential instability.

* Interest Payments-to-Revenue Receipts Ratio: This reveals how much of a state’s earnings are swallowed
by interest alone. If a state earns X100 and spends X25 on interest, it only has X75 left for schools, hospitals,
and roads.

* Special Category Status (SCS): A classification formerly used (and still relevant in funding patterns) for
states with geographical or socio-economic disadvantages (like Assam). These states receive 90% of central
funding as grants and only 10% as loans.

* Market Borrowings: When states issue "State Development Loans" (SDLs) to raise money from the public
and financial institutions, usually at competitive interest rates.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core of the issue lies in the widening gap between state spending and revenue collection.

* The Debt Spiral: In states like Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, debt is not just growing; it is accelerating. Tamil
Nadu’s debt nearly quadrupled in a decade.

* Interest Trap: A significant portion of revenue is now diverted toward servicing old debts rather than
creating new assets. This creates a "vicious cycle" where more is borrowed just to pay the interest on previous
loans.

* The Special Category Advantage vs. Burden: States like Assam have lower interest-to-revenue ratios
because they receive more grants than loans. However, their debt-to-GSDP ratio is still rising, indicating
underlying fiscal weakness.

* Asset Monetization as a Solution: The article proposes a "corporate" approach—selling government stakes
in profitable entities (like TIDCO’s stake in Titan) to retire debt and reduce the annual interest burden.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence to 1990s: States were largely dependent on Central transfers with limited borrowing powers. The focus was
on "planned development."

* The 1991 Reforms: Post-liberalization, states began accessing markets more frequently. However, fiscal indiscipline led to the
crisis of the late 90s.

* FRBM Act (2003): The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act set targets to limit fiscal deficits to 3% of GDP. States
followed suit with their own versions (State FRBMs).

* 14th & 15th Finance Commissions: These shifted the focus toward "performance-based grants" and increased the states' share
in the divisible pool of taxes to 42% (later 41%), giving states more autonomy but also more responsibility.

* Post-Pandemic Era: COVID-19 caused a "scissors effect"—revenues plummeted while healthcare and welfare spending spiked,
pushing debt levels to historic highs.

* Way Forward

* Widening the Tax Base: Moving beyond GST to improve collection in state-specific areas like Stamp Duty and Alcohol Excise.
* Professional Asset Management: Creating state-level "Holding Companies" to manage PSU shares professionally.

* Outcome-Based Budgeting: Shifting focus from "how much was spent" to "what was the social impact."

* Independent Fiscal Council: An institutional mechanism to provide unbiased reports on state finances, similar to the CAG but
focused on future risks.

\ Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC 2023 (GS lll): "Explain the concept of Fiscal Policy and its role in the Indian economy."

* UPSC 2018 (GS lll): "The objective of the FRBM Act was to ensure fiscal discipline. To what extent has it been successful?"
\ * UPSC 2021 (GS Ill): "Discuss the role of the Finance Commission in maintaining balanced regional development."
@  APSC 2022: Questions regarding the economic impact of the "Special Category Status" for NE states.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Semiconductors: Often called the "brain" of modern electronics, these materials (like Silicon) have electrical
conductivity between a conductor and an insulator. Example: The chip in your smartphone that manages processing and
powetr.

* Fabrication Plant (Fab): A highly specialized factory where raw silicon wafers are turned into integrated circuits. These
require ultra-clean environments (Clean Rooms) to prevent even a speck of dust from ruining a chip.

* OSAT (Outsourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test): These units don't make the chip from scratch but take the
processed wafers, cut them into individual chips, package them, and test them for quality.

* ATMP (Assembly, Testing, Marking, and Packaging): A critical downstream process that ensures the chip is ready to be
integrated into a circuit board.

* ISM (India Semiconductor Mission): A specialized business division within Digital India Corporation focused on building
a vibrant semiconductor and display ecosystem in India.

*  Compound Semiconductor: Chips made from two or more elements (e.g., Gallium Nitride). These are essential for high-
power applications like electric vehicles (EVs) and 5G.

* Display Fab: A facility dedicated to making the glass panels for screens (LCD, OLED). This is often more capital-intensive
than logic chip fabrication.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis revolves around India’s transition from a chip-consumer to a chip-producer to ensure "Atmanirbharta"
(Self-reliance) in a volatile geopolitical climate.

* Phase One Achievement: The successful approval of 12 plants (Fabs and OSATs) marks the completion of the first leg of
the India Semiconductor Mission. This involves a massive outlay of 76,000 crore.

* Geographic Clustering: Investment is concentrated in states like Gujarat, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, and Andhra
Pradesh, creating regional industrial hubs.

* The Shift to ISM 2.0: While ISM 1.0 focused on the "hardware" of building factories, ISM 2.0 aims to deepen the
ecosystem. This includes supporting ancillary industries (chemicals, gases, and capital goods) and providing a "design-side
push" to local IP creation.

» Strategic Diversification: The projects range from high-end logic fabs (Tata-PSMC) to niche sectors like display driver
chips (HCL-Foxconn) and 3D packaging (3D Glass Solutions), ensuring a multi-layered industrial base.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The journey of semiconductors in India is a story of missed opportunities and renewed vigor.
* Pre-1980s: Limited focus; India was primarily an importer of finished electronics.

* 1984 (SCL Foundation): The Semiconductor Complex Limited (SCL) was set up in Mohali. A fire in 1989 significantly set back India’s early lead
in the sector.

* 1990s-2010s (Design Era): India became a global hub for chip design. While we didn't manufacture chips, Indian engineers designed them for
global giants like Intel and Qualcomm.

* 2021 (The Turning Point): The launch of the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) with a 76,000 crore incentive scheme.

* 2024-Present (The Execution Phase): Transition from policy drafting to "groundbreaking" ceremonies for multiple plants, including India’s first
commercial-grade fab in Dholera.

*  Way Forward

* Modernize SCL Mohali: Turn the state-owned facility into a research R&D hub to support the new private fabs.

* Focus on Talent: Launch "Semiconductor-specific" engineering streams in ITs/NITs.

* Ancillary Clusters: Develop dedicated industrial parks for the 200+ specialty chemicals required for fabrication.

* Domestic Offtake: Encourage Indian electronics brands (like Micromax, Lava, or Tata Motors) to commit to buying "Made in India" chips.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains (2022, GS3): "Is the India Semiconductor Mission a game-changer for the Indian economy? Discuss."

* UPSC Prelims (2023): Questions on the "Production Linked Incentive (PLI)" scheme.

* UPSC Mains (2018, GS3): Discuss the challenges and opportunities of the "Make in India" program in the electronics sector.



AX|A INDIA'S SEMICC

DE

ONDUCTOR EVOLUTIC

WASHSROEMY  phase One & Beyond — A Comprehensive Analysis for UPSC CSE

R

|

s The Landscape of ISM Phase One. 2. Key Terms and Ecosystem Diagram. 3. Evolution and Philosophical Base.
2, \ Semiconductor Product . Post-1980s  2021: 2024:
', > Tatla‘s Esl::'tgonzlcs 1 == Tome RNTI: ISM 1.0 Future:
. 48M daily chi . i d ‘ g
‘TATAIPSMC Fab: | Restonech | i — . -q . ISM ISM 1.0 ISM 2.0
Commercial-grade ~ - / - e Ancii Iary Design Hub Launch (12 Plants  (Ecosystem support,
Chip Preduction Design Fabrication ATMP/OSAT |ndustries  End Use (Rs 76,000Cr)  Approved) Design focus)
. {Rs 91,000 Cr) » ibomestic IP Push)  (Cleanroom {Packagh {Chomicals, Gases, (Smartphones,
__._.____‘T | environment) & Testing) Capital Goods) Autos, Defenss) —
35 ¢ .‘ | '.'  Definitions | = -1 Logical Base}
S ; & Fab - Silicon wafer fab Strategic { Cleanroom orze State-as-Catalyst Strategic Autonomy
“ @ 'H“ semiconductor production (8P semiconductor produces | g‘"gf"::;w“”r;ts‘""" s\e‘:;gg:x'cwte LR
o ‘ ( ) OSAT - 0SAT Packagin o. » Compound Semiconductor : :
ynes : . Mongaon @ Semiconductor [Pagkagsing), Q Semig.:?)dt.;tc«' for, Chemicals, gk"!'s"ef'ﬁcs Mllﬂ gk'" sm':;'c" bili
OSAT for t | 48M dall; chlps semiconductor conlies Gases, Capital Goods \ ngineering Streams ngineers Relia “ty
E\'/":ggu;slrial $ | (Rs 27,000 Cr) | &
vies : S ! . . .
. (Rs3300Cr) AJ \52 (T Eloctonics) 4 4. Strategic and Economic Analysis. 5. UPSC Relevance and Notes.
22 “m:m'ggips 4 Reducing Electronics CAD , ( UPSC CSE Syllabus l_,'igkage_s_j ~
_ (Rs27,000Cr) g | &8 Social % Global China+1 Strategy Partner e BS-2 Policies } :f‘gtlzt;v::lgtr;?::vs:se
®) @ ® @O—> ’ T Ppolitical @ Global China+1 Strategy Partner Uit GS-3 Economy & S&T || Chip Map
A4 A\ 4 \—'4 3 o/ : | v~
Post-1980s  2021:ISMLaunch  2024:1SM1.0  Futwre:1SM20 | g Economic SR CROWW Ohna ). Eifulegs Earaee - (BestLinkages ) Model Question
Design Hub (Rs76,000Cr) (12 Plants Approved) (Ecgsegtmcsc%c;r;oﬂ- ‘ & Economic \ /1\ Challenges and Way Forward il PYQ question for UPSC: mumorvoniiant
T > - ' A Infrastructure Rieasitbility and {5} @ g"““‘?&“’n‘f"a”u"‘““ "mu:\?;stg
~ ————{ Logical Base |- = — | 4il Effucrency Creatronics Reliability @ SNt W08 OCUPSCT

Compound Semiconductor ‘ . .
and Cossencs )N o ¢ @ Theorism @ UPSC Science Aconomy

: : B | |
State-as-Catalyst @g Strategic Autonomy & Forotical | 4f Skill-specific Engineering Streams | @

Strategic Autonomy

AX A

Visit us at: axiaiasacademy.com | Contact us: +91 6002-417488

RISE AROVE THE REST



|« HEALTH

How hantavirus
is deadlier than
Covid, but slower

Anagha diyshismear & Anonea Outt




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Zoonotic Diseases: Infections that "jump" from animals to humans. Examples include Rabies, Ebola, and COVID-19.

* Hantavirus: A family of viruses primarily spread by rodents (rats, mice). Unlike airborne viruses that spread via coughing, this is often contracted
through contact with rodent excreta.

* Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome (HPS): A severe, sometimes fatal, respiratory disease in humans caused by "New World" hantavirus strains.
* Haemorrhagic Fever with Renal Syndrome (HFRS): Caused by "Old World" strains, this primarily affects the kidneys and causes internal bleeding.

* Fatality Rate: The proportion of people who die from a specified disease among all individuals diagnosed. Hantavirus has a high fatality rate (up
to 50% in some regions) compared to COVID-19 (~1-2%).

* Endemic: A disease regularly found among particular people or in a certain area.
* INSACOG: The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium; a network of laboratories monitoring genomic variations in viruses.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core discourse revolves around the trade-off between lethality and transmissibility.

* The Paradox of Virulence: Hantavirus is significantly deadlier than COVID-19, but its pandemic potential is lower. This is because a virus that kills
its host too quickly or makes them too ill to move effectively limits its own spread.

* Transmission Dynamics: While COVID-19 mastered human-to-human transmission, Hantavirus remains largely tied to its animal vector. Human-
to-human spread is rare, occurring mostly in specific strains like the Andes virus.

* Geographic Variation: The virus manifests differently based on the region—respiratory failure is common in the Americas, while kidney failure is
more prevalent in Europe and Asia.

* Risk Assessment: Public health experts argue that while individual cases are tragic and high-risk, the "overall public health risk" remains low due
to the lack of efficient human-to-human transmission.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Tracing the path from a localized river-borne illness to a global health concern.

* Early Discovery (1950s): During the Korean War, over 3,000 UN troops fell ill with hemorrhagic fever. The virus was eventually isolated near the Hantan
River in South Korea, giving it its name.

* The 1993 Four Corners Outbreak: In the US, a sudden outbreak of mysterious respiratory failure in the Southwest led to the discovery of the Sin
Nombre virus, a type of Hantavirus.

* Pre-Independence/Early India Context: While formal records are modern, India has a long history of plague and rodent-borne diseases. Since the early
2000s, sporadic Hantavirus cases have been documented among tribal populations (like the Irula) and warehouse workers.

* Present Day: The focus has shifted toward Genomic Surveillance. Post-COVID, the global community is hyper-vigilant about any zoonotic spillover, as
seen in recent maritime incidents.

* Way Forward

* A balanced approach to mitigating the threat.

* One Health Integration: Breaking the silos between the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Environment, and Animal Husbandry.
* Strengthening Primary Healthcare: Equipping rural PHCs with rapid diagnostic kits for non-routine viruses.

* Urban Sanitation: Improving waste management to reduce the "carrying capacity" of cities for rodents.

* Genomic Intelligence: Expanding the mandate of INSACOG to monitor a wider basket of zoonotic viruses, not just COVID-19.

Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Prelims

* 2022: Question on "B cells and T cells" (Immunity).

* 2020: Question on "H1IN1 virus" (Swine Flu).

e 2014: Question on "Zoonotic diseases" and their vectors.

* UPSC Mains (GS 3)

* 2020: "COVID-19 pandemic has accentuated the need for a robust public health system." Discuss.
* 2015: "What do you understand by 'One Health' approach? Why is it important for India?"
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India, ASEAN to updatc trade
pactby year-end, says PM Modi

The talks assume significance as India * SKEWED TRADE
is mpinll\' openingits market to FTA
ies ina bid to diversify exports

FULL REPORT ON




* Key Terms and Explanations

* AITIGA (ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement): A free trade agreement signed in 2009 that covers trade
in physical goods. Its primary goal was to eliminate tariffs on over 80% of traded products.

* Trade Deficit: An economic condition where a country's imports exceed its exports. For India, this gap with
ASEAN has ballooned from $8 billion in FY13 to $45 billion in FY25.

* FTA (Free Trade Agreement): A pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to imports and exports
among them.

* Rules of Origin (RoO): Criteria used to determine the national source of a product. In the ASEAN context,
India seeks stricter RoO to prevent Chinese goods from being routed through ASEAN countries to claim lower
duties (circumvention).

* Supply Chain Resilience: The ability of a supply chain to withstand or recover quickly from disruptions. This
is a core focus of the "India-Vietnam" bilateral pillar mentioned in the text.

* RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership): A mega-trade deal involving ASEAN, China, Japan,
South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand. India famously exited these negotiations in 2019 due to concerns
over Chinese imports.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The central thesis is that India is moving away from "passive" trade agreements toward "reciprocal and
protective" trade updates.

* The Deficit Dilemma: The primary driver for the review is the skewed trade balance. While India provided
market access, its own exports (especially in services and agriculture) faced non-tariff barriers in Southeast
Asia.

* Diversification Strategy: India is attempting to diversify its exports to mitigate risks from traditional markets
like the US and Europe, which are currently facing regulatory hurdles and economic uncertainty.

* The Vietham Model: Vietnam is emerging as a critical partner. By linking payment systems (UPIl and Fast
Payment System) and cooperating on critical minerals and medicines, India aims to create a blueprint for deep
bilateral ties within the broader ASEAN framework.

* Addressing "Skewed" Trade: The article highlights that while imports from ASEAN surged after the RCEP was
formed (even without India in it), India’s own exports have stagnated or declined since 2010.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue '

* 1991 (Look East Policy): Post-liberalization, India initiated the "Look East Policy" under PM P.V. Narasimha Rao to reconnect
with its neighborhood.

* 2009-2010 (The AITIGA Signing): The UPA government signed the trade pact. It was initially hailed as a bridge to the "Asian
Century."

* 2014 (Act East Policy): The policy evolved into "Act East," shifting focus from just economic ties to strategic and security
cooperation.

* 2019 (The RCEP Exit): India’s refusal to join RCEP marked a turning point, signaling a more cautious approach to multilateral
deals that might favor China.

* 2024-2025 (The Review Phase): Realizing that the 2009 deal was outdated and favored ASEAN manufacturers, India initiated
a formal review to be completed by late 2025.

* Way Forward

* Strict Rules of Origin: Negotiate "Product Specific Rules" to ensure that only goods with significant value addition in ASEAN
enter India duty-free.

* Service Integration: Push for a "Trade in Services" agreement that allows Indian IT and healthcare professionals easier access
to ASEAN markets to offset the goods deficit.

* Infrastructure Linkage: Expedite the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway to provide land-based trade routes, reducing
dependence on the Malacca Strait.

* Digital Diplomacy: Scale the UPI-Fast Payment model to other ASEAN nations like Indonesia and Thailand.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* Mains 2018 (GS2): "Evaluate the economic and strategic dimensions of India's Look East Policy in the context of the post-Cold
War international scenario."

* Mains 2019 (GS2): "The spearhead of India’s ‘Act East Policy’ is the ASEAN. In the light of this statement, examine the role of
ASEAN in India’s foreign policy."

* Prelims 2020: Question regarding the RCEP and India’s reasons for not joining.
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Mitigating SO, from coal power plants could prevent over
1.24 lakh deaths annually in India, says II'T Delhi study

Sophiya Mathew
« THENTDELHISTUDY, INANUTSHELL

Importance of the study

Current trend

The findings

The recommendations




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Sulfur Dioxide (SO_2): A toxic gas produced during the combustion of fossil fuels (like coal) that contain sulfur. It is a primary air pollutant and a
precursor to acid rain.

* Secondary Inorganic Aerosols (SIA): These are particles formed in the atmosphere through chemical reactions of gaseous pollutants like SO_2
and Nitrogen Oxides (NO_x). They contribute significantly to PM2.5 levels.

* PMZ2.5: Fine particulate matter with a diameter of less than 2.5 micrometers. Because of their small size, they can penetrate deep into the
lungs and enter the bloodstream, causing systemic health issues.

* Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD): A set of technologies used to remove SO_2 from the exhaust "flue gases" of power plants. A common method
involves "scrubbing" the gas with a lime-based slurry.

* Source Apportionment: A scientific method used to determine the contribution of different pollution sources (e.g., transport, industry, power
plants) to the total ambient air pollution in a specific area.

* Ambient Air Quality: The quality of the outdoor air in our surrounding environment, typically measured against safety standards set by bodies
like the CPCB.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis is that aggressive mitigation of SO_2 from coal power plants is a public health necessity, capable of preventing over 1.24 lakh
deaths annually in India.

* The Health-Environment Link: The study argues that SO_2 is not just a gas but a major contributor to PM2.5 through the formation of sulfates.
Therefore, controlling SO_2 is a "two-for-one" win for air quality.

* Regional Hotspots: States like Chhattisgarh and Odisha, which have high concentrations of coal plants, stand to gain the most in terms of life
expectancy and air quality improvement.

* The Economic Trade-off: While installing FGD systems is expensive, the study posits that the monetary gains from reduced healthcare costs
and increased labor productivity far outweigh the capital expenditure required by power companies.

* Vulnerability and Equity: The impact of pollution is not uniform. Socio-economically disadvantaged groups (SC/ST/OBC and lower-income
brackets) suffer disproportionately; thus, mitigation is also an environmental justice issue.



Historical Evolution of the Issue '

The journey of emission control in India has been a tug-of-war between industrial growth and environmental protection:

Pre-2015: Coal plants were primarily regulated for particulate matter, with very lax or non-existent norms for SO_2 and NO_x.

* December 2015: The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) introduced landmark notification setting
strict deadlines for CFPPs to install FGDs and cut emissions.

* 2017-2021 (The Delay Era): Power Producers argued that the technology was too costly and would hike electricity tariffs.
Deadlines were repeatedly pushed back from 2017 to 2022, and eventually to 2024-2026 depending on the plant's location.

» July 2025 (Projected/Contextual): The government further relaxed norms for several units, highlighting the ongoing tension
between "Energy Security" and "Environmental Health."

* Present Day: India remains one of the world's largest emitters of SO_2, even as global trends show a decline.

*  Way Forward

* Mandatory Compliance: No more extensions. Use "Polluter Pays Principle" to fine non-compliant plants.

* Financing Green Tech: Create a dedicated fund or provide low-interest loans for FGD installation through the Clean Energy Cess.
* Domestic Manufacturing: Incentivize the production of "Made in India" scrubbers to reduce costs.

* Just Transition: Gradually retire older, inefficient coal plants in high-population zones and replace them with renewables.

* Integrated Monitoring: Use satellite-based tracking (like GEMS or Sentinel) alongside ground sensors to ensure data
transparency.

Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC 2023 (GS 3): "Explain the mechanism and occurrence of Cloudburst in the context of the Indian subcontinent." (Thematic
link: Atmospheric changes).
* UPSC 2015 (GS 3): "Air pollution is a major threat to human health in India. Discuss the various initiatives taken by the
government to tackle this issue."
* UPSC 2022 (GS 3): "What are the key features of the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)?"

\ * APSC 2020: "Discuss the environmental impact of thermal power plants in India."
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CJI's role in CEC, EC appointments
was temporary, pending new law: SC

Court’s observation was in response (0 pleas challenging a 2023 Act, which replaced the CI1with a Unson Minister on the
sedecthon panek petitioners angue this Ew oserrides a Constitution Bench judgment which sought a panel of PM. Lol €I

Inda’s lnvolvement in the
ammm«ncllhr Chief
Election  Commissioner
(CEO) and Election Com:
missioners (ECs) was only
meant to last unell Pastia.
ment came up with a b,

The court’s observation

Chief Election Comenis
sioner and other Election
Commissloners (Appoine.
ment, Condtions of Ser-
vice, and Terms of Office)
Act of 2003,

The who in-
clude the Assoclaion for
Democratic Reforms and
activist Jaya Thakur, sald
the 2023 law clothed the
political executive of the
day with a donvinars, if not
“exchusive”, control over
the appolsament of the
CEC and ECs,

The brw was introduced
0 December 20238, ostensi-
by to countermand a Con-
stittion Bench judgment
n March the same year.

Are you saving Parliament Gid not have

the pover 1o make the Liw? Or can a
mandamis be ghven to Parlament to make a
Low only lnacetulnm"

This had de
clared that CEC and EC ap-
pointments  should  be
made on the recommenda:
thon of a committee of the
Priene Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition of the
Lok Sabha (Lol or the
leader of the Lirgest Oppo-
sition party In the Lok Sab-
ba, and the Chief fustice of
India o)1,

The court had ordered
chat ies judggment wosdd re-
main operative till *Parlia-
meod makes a liw in con-
somance with Article 1242
of the Constineion”,

Consequently, the po
vernment  brought  the
2003 Act, replacing the €1
with a Umdon Cabinet Mk
mister In the comesive.
The current CEC, Gyanesh

Kumar, was the first 10 be

appointed to the office un
der the mew b

‘Prime Minister's man’
On Wednesday, senkor ad-
vocate Vijay Hassaria, ap
pearing for the petitioners,
ok the Comzituion fram
ers and the Supreme Court
Ieself had mever intended
the CEC to be the *Prime
Miniter's baby or the
Prirse Minister's man™,

Mr. Hansaria submitted
that both the Cosstitution
framers and the Supreme
Court had warned against
Jeaving the appointimsent of
Election  Commissioness
exclusively i the hands of
the exccutive.

He referred 10 the Su
preme Court’s own obser-

vations in the March 2023
Comstitution Bench judg
ment (Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India) that the
“Serce  Independence,
neutrality and booesty™
emvisaged i the Institution
of the Election Cosmis-
shon required an end to go-
vernment monopoly and

“exclusive comtrol® over

ma,cmr.am.p
pointed by the President
on the advice of the Prime
Minister, The jadgment
had brought the appotet.
ment process on par with
that of the CI Director,
However, Justice Datta

“Are you saying Parla-
ment did st have the pow
o1 to make the krw? Or can
» mandanwss be ghven 1
Parlament 10 make & biw
only in a certan way?" Jus-
thoe Doty asked,

Senlor advocate Gogal
Sankarsmarayanan,  also
for the petitioners, sald

their case was not just
about the replacement of
the CJt with a Cabinet Mk
nister in the commitbee. it
was also about the const)
tutionality of an Act which
had effectively reverved the
control over the appoing.
nu-mdm‘ndmwtlr

fore March 2023, uwoinl
ments of the CEC and ECs
were made by the Presi
dent on the advice of the
Prime Minkster, The “ar
rangement” had ensured
that the power of appolne-
ment rested with the Poli-

19505, bas whichever par
tes cane 1o powey found
the avangement comve
nhennt,” Mr. Sambaranaraya
nam sakd.

Argusnenss would comth
nue oo Tharsday.

V %



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) & Election Commissioners (ECs): These are constitutional authorities mandated
under Article 324 to conduct free and fair elections. Think of them as the "referees" of Indian democracy.

* Article 324(2): This specific clause states that the appointment of the CEC and ECs shall be made by the President,
subject to any law made by Parliament.

* Legislative Vacuum: A situation where no specific law exists to govern a process. For 70 years, Parliament didn’t pass
a law for these appointments, leaving the power solely with the Executive (the President acting on the PM’s advice).

*  Writ of Mandamus: A court order to a public body or government to perform a legal duty. In this context, the Court
questioned if it could "order" Parliament to legislate in a specific way.

* Constitution Bench: A bench of at least five judges of the Supreme Court that decides cases involving substantial
guestions of law regarding the interpretation of the Constitution.

* Separation of Powers: The doctrine that divides government responsibilities into three branches: Legislative (makes
laws), Executive (implements laws), and Judiciary (interprets laws).

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The current debate centers on the transition from a court-mandated selection committee to a legislated one.

* The Judiciary’s Interim Role: The Supreme Court clarified that its March 2023 judgment—which included the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) in the selection panel—was a "stop-gap" arrangement. It was meant to fill the legislative vacuum
only until Parliament enacted its own law.

* The Petitioners' Challenge: Activists argue that the 2023 Act (which replaced the CJI with a Union Cabinet Minister)
undermines the independence of the Election Commission. They claim it ensures a "dominant" or "exclusive" control of
the Executive over the selection process.

* The "PM’s Man" Argument: There is a fear that a panel consisting of the PM, a Minister, and the Leader of
Opposition (LoP) creates a 2:1 ratio in favor of the government, potentially making the CEC a "subordinate" to the
Executive.

* Parliament’s Sovereignty: On the flip side, the Court noted that Parliament has the sovereign power to make laws
under Article 324(2). The Judiciary cannot dictate the exact "composition" of the committee if the law is otherwise
constitutionally valid.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The journey of how we choose our "Election Umpires" has seen three distinct phases: '

* 1950 - 2023 (Executive Primacy): For decades, the President (on the advice of the PM) appointed the CEC and ECs. There was no
formal selection committee. This was often criticized for being opaque and prone to partisanship.

* March 2023 (The Anoop Baranwal Judgment): A Constitution Bench ruled that the Executive’s "exclusive control" over
appointments was detrimental to democracy. They created a panel comprising the PM, the Leader of Opposition, and the CJI.

* December 2023 (The New Law): Parliament passed the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023. This law replaced the CJI with a Union Cabinet Minister nominated
by the PM.

* Present Day (Judicial Review): The Supreme Court is now examining whether this new law follows the spirit of "independence" or
if it’'s a mere "reversion to Executive control.”

* Way Forward

* Broadening the Committee: To ensure "neutrality," the Selection Committee could be expanded to include a retired judge or an
eminent citizen, maintaining a balance.

« Statutory Safeguards: The law should mandate that the reasons for selecting one candidate over others be recorded and made
available via the RTI Act (subject to privacy).

* Permanent Secretariat: The EC should have its own independent staff and budget (charged on the Consolidated Fund of India),
similar to the CAG or the Judiciary, to reduce day-to-day dependence on the Law Ministry.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Prelims

e 2017: Which of the following are the functions of the Election Commission of India? (Checking awareness of Article 324).
e 2023: Consider statements regarding the appointment of the CEC.

* UPSC Mains (GS 2)

ﬁ\ 2023: "The Jurisdiction of the Central Bureau of Investigation regarding lodging an FIR and conducting investigation... is subject to
e control of the state government." (Theme: Executive control over independent bodies).

e 2012: "Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of the Model Code of Conduct."
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CHINA INMIND, LEADERS STRESS ON PEACE AND FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION IN SOUTH CHINA SEA

India, Vietnam elevate ties to enhanced
comprehensive strateglc partnership

Shubhajit Roy

New Dethi, May 6

INDIA AND Vietnam dechded
1o elevate bilateral thes 1o "En-
hanced Compeebensive Stra
tegic Partnenship’, set a new
trade goal of $25 ballion by 2030
and increase defence systems
procurement between the two
countries after Prime Minister
Narenda Mod met the visiting
President of Vietnam To Lam
on Wednesday

After the bilateral talles with
President To Lam, who is also
the General Secretary of the
Central Comymittoe of Comeny
nist Party of Vietnam, Prime
Minister Modi sald, “We are
today elevating our relation
ship to the level of an "En
hanced Compeehensive Stra
tegtic Partnenship We will now
steer our partnenship toward
even loftier goals. From culture.
conpectivity, and capacity
bullding to security, sustain
sbillity, and supply chain resil
HOO0S—OUr COOPOTation bs set to
reach new helghts across every
sector”

India was one of the first

Prime Missster Narenda Modi with Vietnam President To Lam in
New Delhi on Wednesday. v wuaw

countries with whom Vietnam
entered Into a Strategic Part-
pership in 2007, This was also
India’s first Strategic Partner
ship within the ASEAN reglon
The two countries elevated the
relations to a Comprebensive
Strateghc Partnership in 2016,
On the trade thes, Mol sald
“Biateral trade between India
and Vietnam has doubled over
the past decade, reaching a vol-

ume of $16 billlon. Today, we
have taken several significant
decislons almed at further
boosting this figure to £25 bil-
Bon by the year 2000, The Mol
between our respective drug
suthorities will now enhance
access for Indian pharmaceut)-
cals in Vietnam. The export of
India’s agricultural, fisheries
and andmal products to Viet-
nam Is also set 10 become

l‘u EXPLAINED

Defence, maritime
security in focus

With an assertive China in
thelr nelghbourbood, bdia
and Vietnam have
cooperated inthe strategic
domain for almost twodec-
ades now, Now, with the Viet:
namese President choosing
Indiacarly ln histerm, itsig-
rals that he bs reaching out 1o
Delilil tocooperate on defence
and marithme security.

smoother. Very soon, Vietnam
will get to savor India’s grapes
and pomegranates, while we
will enjoy Vietnam's durian
and pomelo.” The two sides
signed 1) pacts, ranging from
rare carth to digital payments
urban management to culture
and manuscripes
During the meeting. Viet

nam also joined the Indo
Pacilic Ooeans Inltiative (PO

On the contentious issue of
Sounth Chilrsa Sea, the jolnt state-
ment sald, In an obligue refer-
ence to China's belligerent be-
haviour, “Underlining the link
Detwoon prosponity and secusity,
the leaders reaffinmed the im
portance of malntaining peace,
stabdliny, socuricy and freedom of
ravigation and overfiight in the
South China Sea, whilie pussuing
the peaceful resolution of dis
putes in accordance with inter-
national law, particularly the
1980 Unitod Nathors Convention
on the Lawof the Sea (UNCLOS),
without pesorting to thevat oruse
of foece.”™

It adso said that the leadens
underscored the importance of
“not-mllitasizacion and self-re
straing in the conduct of all ac-
tivities by clalmants and all
other states, and avoldance of
actions that could further com-
plicate the situation or escalate
disputes affecting peace and
stability. The leaders under-
ned that UNCLOS is the com
prebensive begal framework
governing all activities in the
oceans and seas, The Jeaden
Aurther called foe the Nl and of-

fective implementation of the
Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea
(DOC) in its entirety and the
carly conchusion of negotl
alons towards a substantive
and effective Code of Conduct
in the South China Sea (COC)Y”

Underhining that “defence
and security cooperation” is a
“key plilar ™ of the India Vietrom
Comprebensive Strategic Pan-
nership, it sald that the keaders
agreed to farther “strengthen co-
operation and enhance engage
meents in both traditional and
emerging areas of defence coopy
ention, including defence pod-
Ky dinlogue, jotnt exercises, tafl
tadies, joint research and co-pro
duction of new defence techno
logles, enhanced port calls by
naval vesscls and alr fosce ale
craft, peaceheepingactivithes, in
formation sharing, hydro-
graphy, defence exhibitions
capacity-buliding. defence in
dustrial cooperation, marithme
socurity, maritime safety, and
search and rescue operations
based on mutual interest and
prioritles of the two
cotntries.”




e Key Terms and Explanations

* Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (ECSP): This is the highest tier of bilateral
engagement. While a "Strategic Partnership" focuses on shared long-term goals, "Comprehensive" adds
depth across all sectors (trade, culture, tech), and "Enhanced" signifies an urgent, prioritized escalation of
these ties.

* UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea): Often called the "Constitution for the
Oceans," it defines the rights and responsibilities of nations regarding their use of the world's oceans. In
this context, it is the legal benchmark for disputes in the South China Sea.

* Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI): An open, non-treaty-based initiative proposed by India for a safe,
secure, and stable maritime domain. Vietnam’s joining of this initiative strengthens India’s regional
leadership.

* Freedom of Navigation and Overflight: The right of ships and aircraft from any state to pass through
the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of other states. This is a direct counter-principle to "maritime
expansionism."

* Code of Conduct (COC): A proposed set of rules to manage behavior in the South China Sea to prevent
military conflict, currently being negotiated between ASEAN and China.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of the recent engagement is that maritime security and economic prosperity are
indivisible. The discussion moves beyond mere diplomatic pleasantries to concrete pillars of cooperation:

* Strategic Autonomy: Both nations are signaling that their foreign policy is not dictated by any third
power. By elevating ties, they create a "middle-power" axis that balances regional hegemons.

* Defense as a Key Pillar: The shift from "buyer-seller" to "co-producers" of defense technology is
significant. This includes joint research, hydrography, and enhanced port calls by naval vessels.

« Economic Diversification: A trade goal of $25 billion by 2030 aims to reduce over-dependence on a
single market (China) and integrate supply chains in pharmaceuticals, agriculture, and digital payments.

e The "Rule-Based Order": The leaders emphasized "non-militarization" and "self-restraint," an oblique
but clear reference to preventing unilateral changes to the status quo in the South China Sea.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The India-Vietnam relationship has transitioned from Cold War ideological alignment to modern-day pragmatic strategic
partnership:

* 1950s-70s (Foundational Years): India supported Vietnam'’s struggle against colonial rule and its later reunification. Jawaharlal
Nehru and Ho Chi Minh laid the emotional foundation of the bond.

* 1990s (Look East Policy): As India opened its economy, Vietnam became a focal point in Southeast Asia.
* 2007 (Strategic Partnership): Formalization of security and economic ties.

* 2014 (Act East Policy): Under PM Modi, the focus shifted from "Looking" to "Acting," resulting in the 2016 elevation to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

* 2024-Present (The "Enhanced" Era): The relationship now incorporates high-tech cooperation, rare earth minerals, and advanced
maritime domain awareness to counter regional assertiveness.

* Way Forward

* Defense Industrial Integration: Move beyond selling equipment to setting up joint maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
facilities in Vietnam.

* Blue Economy: Collaborate on sustainable deep-sea mining and marine biotechnology.

* Digital Bridge: Accelerate the integration of Fintech and 5G technologies to create a seamless digital ecosystem between New
Delhi and Hanoi.

* Institutionalizing the IPOI: India should encourage Vietnam to lead a specific pillar (like Maritime Ecology) within the Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative.

Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Mains (2016): "Evaluate the economic and strategic dimensions of India's Look East Policy in the context of the post-Cold War
international scenario."

* Mains (2018): "The sphere of 'Act East Policy' is not just about ASEAN but also includes the wider Indo-Pacific. Discuss."
* Prelims (2020): Questions on UNCLOS and its jurisdiction.

* Mains (2022): "The South China Sea is a theater of great power rivalry. Discuss India's interests in the region."
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India to host first Big Cat Summit in
June; 95 countries set to participate

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The inaugural Internation-
al Big Cat Alllance (IBCA)
Summit, to be held here
from June 1 to 3, is expect-
ed to adopt the first-ever
obal declaration on big
cat conservation. Titled
the ‘Delhi Declaration’, it
will articulate shared prior
ities,  strengthen  trans
boundary  cooperation,
and promote a landscape
based approach for con-
serving big cats and their
habitats.

Representatives from 95
countries are expected to
participate, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
and Climate Change said
on Wednesday

The IBCA is an assocla-
tion of countries that host,
or have itinerant popula
tions of at least one of the
seven ‘big cats” -~ lons, tig
ers, leopards, snow leo
pards, cheetahs, jaguars,

and are com
mitted to the conservation
of these animals.

and pumas

Collective action

There are 24 member
countries, three observer
countries, and several oth-
er ‘range’ countries in the
alliance, Member coun-
tries are expected to coor-
dinate action through pro-
grammes and activities

aimed a improving the

state of habitats, prey, and
big cats, including big cat
protection and conserva-
tion, innovation, rescarch,
development, and capaci-
ty building. They also
share relevant information
about big cat protection
and conservation
programmes

Summit participants are
likely to include heads of
State/Government of mem
ber and observer coun-

tries, Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav said
on Wednesday at an event
to launch the summit web
site and unvetl its logo. The
summit will be guided by
the theme “Save big cats,
save humanity, save eco-
system’, and will bring to
gether over 400 conserva-
thonists, policymakers,
scientists, multilateral
agencies, financial institu
tions, corporate leaders,
and community represen
tatives from across the
globe.

Launched in 2023

The IBCA, piloted and con-
ceived by India, was ofh
cially launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2023, The alliance, Mr. Ya
dav sakd, reflects India’s be-
lief that conservation chal
lenges must be addressed
“collectively” through
cooperation, knowledge
sharing, and mutual sup
port.




e Key Terms and Explanations

* Big Cats: Specifically refers to the seven major feline species: Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard, Cheetah,
Jaguar, and Puma. While the first five are found in India, the latter two are native to the Americas.

* International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA): A mega-global alliance launched by India to create a common platform for
95 "range" countries (countries where these cats reside) to curb poaching and illegal wildlife trade.

* Range Countries: Nations that contain the natural habitat of a particular species. For big cats, this spans across
Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

* Delhi Declaration: A proposed framework intended to be the first-ever global collective commitment to
standardize conservation protocols and trans-boundary cooperation.

* Trans-boundary Cooperation: Conservation efforts that cross national borders, acknowledging that wildlife does
not recognize political boundaries (e.g., the Manas-Royal Manas landscape between India and Bhutan).

* Landscape-based Approach: Shifting focus from protecting individual animals in isolated pockets to managing
entire ecosystems that support prey bases and genetic diversity.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis posits that big cat conservation is not merely an environmental niche but a prerequisite for
human survival and ecological stability.

* The "Umbrella Species" Argument: Big cats are apex predators. By protecting them, we inherently protect the
entire food chain, vast forest tracts, and the water security of millions of people.

* Collective Responsibility: The article argues that individual national efforts are insufficient against global
threats like climate change and organized poaching networks. Hence, a multilateral approach is the only viable
path.

* Knowledge Equity: India, having successfully doubled its tiger population, seeks to democratize its conservation
"know-how" —sharing technical expertise in radio-collaring, census via camera traps, and community-led
protection with countries in Africa and SE Asia.

* Economic-Ecological Synergy: The theme "Save big cats, save humanity" suggests that ecological health is the
foundation of economic resilience, especially for developing nations reliant on natural resources.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The journey from "Shikar" (hunting) to "Sanctuary" reflects the evolution of the Indian state:
* Pre-1970s: Era of unregulated hunting and rapid habitat loss. Big cats were viewed either as trophies or vermin.

* The Turning Point (1972-73): Enactment of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and the launch of Project Tiger. This marked the shift toward state-led, fortress
conservation.

* Expansion (1980s-2000s): Introduction of Project Elephant and the focus on "Biosphere Reserves." However, the 2005 Sariska tiger local extinction crisis
highlighted flaws in the system, leading to the creation of the NTCA (National Tiger Conservation Authority).

* Global Leadership (2010-Present): The St. Petersburg Declaration (2010) set the goal to double tigers (TX2). India achieved this ahead of schedule.

e Current Phase (2023-26): Launch of IBCA and the reintroduction of the Cheetah (2022) signifies India's transition from a participant to a global architect of wildlife
policy.

* Way Forward

* Community-Led Conservation: Move toward a "Community-Owned" model where local tribes are the primary stakeholders and beneficiaries of the IBCA.
* Technology Integration: Use of Al and satellite monitoring to predict poaching incidents before they happen.

* Green Corridors: Prioritize the creation of migratory corridors between protected areas to prevent genetic inbreeding.

* Economic Valuation: Conduct "Natural Capital Accounting" to show skeptics the actual dollar value of the ecosystem services (water, oxygen, carbon
sequestration) provided by big cat habitats.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC Prelims:

* (2020) With reference to India's biodiversity, Ceylon frogmouth, Coppersmith barbet, Gray-chinned minivet and Small minivet are? (Birds) — Context: Species
identification is a recurring theme.

* (2012/2019) Questions on the status of Tiger Reserves and the Wildlife Protection Act.

* UPSC Mains:

* (2023, GS3): "Dam building in the Himalayas is a threat to the ecosystem." (Relate this to Snow Leopard habitat loss).
* (2014, GS3): "Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is necessary for developmental projects."

* (2016, GS3): "Rehabilitation of tiger population in India has been a success. Discuss the role of NTCA."
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Invasive species may be the wrong
enemy in a changing subcontinent




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Invasive Alien Species (IAS): Non-native species that spread rapidly in a new environment, often causing ecological
or economic harm. Example: Lantana camara displacing native scrub in Indian forests.

* Ecological Succession: The process by which the structure of a biological community evolves over time. The article
suggests that IAS are often "first responders" in this process.

* Phreatophyte: A plant with deep roots that draws water from the water table. Example: Prosopis juliflora (Vilayati
Kikar), which thrives even in arid regions by tapping deep groundwater.

* Nutrient Loading: The excessive input of nutrients (like nitrogen and phosphorus) into an ecosystem, often through
fertilizers, which can favor specific hardy species over diverse native ones.

* Niche: The specific role and position a species has in its environment. When ecosystems are degraded, "empty"
niches are created that IAS quickly fill.

* Biomes: Large naturally occurring communities of flora and fauna occupying a major habitat, such as rainforests or
grasslands.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis posits that invasive species are symptoms, not the primary cause, of ecological decline.

* The "Symptom" Argument: The article argues that landscapes are often degraded by human activity (logging,
dams, chemicals) before invasive species take over. The IAS simply moves into a "broken" house.

* The Drivers of Invasion: * Agricultural Intensification: Massive use of urea and nitrogen (35-40 million tonnes
annually) creates a chemical environment where only certain "disturbance-tolerant" species can survive.

* Hydrological Changes: Excessive borewell use and canal irrigation have altered soil moisture, favoring deep-
rooted species like P. juliflora.

* The Myth of Simple Removal: Merely uprooting IAS (like the Tamil Nadu court order for Prosopis) is insufficient.
Without addressing soil chemistry and water cycles, the same or different invasive species will return.

* Compensatory Roles: Some IAS might actually perform ecological "favors" in degraded lands, such as binding soil,
providing windbreaks, or sequestering carbon where nothing else grows.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Colonial Era (Pre-1947): Massive deforestation for timber, tea, coffee, and rubber plantations. This "simplified"
complex ecosystems, making them vulnerable. P. juliflora was introduced in 1877 as a "greenery" experiment.

* The Green Revolution (1960s-70s): Introduction of high-input farming led to nutrient loading (nitrogen) and
heavy groundwater extraction, fundamentally changing the soil chemistry of the subcontinent.

* Post-Independence Industrialization: Large-scale dams, mining, and road construction fragmented habitats,
creating "edge effects" where species like Lantana thrive.

* Contemporary Legal Activism (2010s-Present): Judicial interventions, such as the Tamil Nadu High Court's focus
on eradicating invasive species, have brought the issue into the public and administrative spotlight.

*  Way Forward

» Shift to Process-Based Restoration: Focus on restoring the "plumbing" (water cycles) and "chemistry" (nitrogen
levels) of the land.

* Integrated Grazing Management: Manage India's massive livestock population to prevent overgrazing of native
species.

* Localized Ecology: Empower local communities (who know the land's history) to lead restoration rather than
using heavy machinery.

* Scientific Auditing: Move from auditing "money spent on removal" to "biodiversity indices improved."

Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* Prelims (2018): Question on Prosopis juliflora and why it is often mentioned in the news (Answer: It tends to
reduce the biodiversity in the area in which it grows).

* Mains (2023, GS lll): "Dam expansion and its impact on local ecology." (Relevant to the article's point on
hydrological changes).

* Mains (2020, GS Ill): "How does the draft Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2020 differ from the
existing EIA Notification, 2006?" (Relevant to land-use change).
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What is Karnataka’s new gig
worker grievance system?

What gap does Karnatakas new system address? How will the welfare fee be used?

Shilpa Elizabet}

The story so far:
n May 1, 2026 - International
Workers' Day - the Karnataka
government announced the
operationalisation of a
specialised grievance redressal
mechanism for platform-based gig
workers in the State. Claimed to be the
first government-backed grievance
handling mechanism for gig workers in
India, it allows workers to officially lodge
complaints through the Integrated Public
Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS), the
State’s centralised digital platform for
addressing citizen grievances related to
government schemes.

How does the system work?
Platform-based gig workers can now
officially lodge grievances, including
those related to pay, working conditions,
and platform-specific disputes, via the
IPGRS.

Under the Karnataka Platform-Based
Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare)
Act, every aggregator platform must
constitute an Internal Dispute Resolution
Committee (IDRC). Grievances filed on

mas PR

the IPGRS will be automatically routed to
the respective platform’s IDRC. Upon
receiving a complaint, the IDRC is
expected to attempt resolution within 15
working days, and is allowed up to 45
days to issue a final order. Any party
aggrieved by the final decision can
escalate the matter to the Karnataka Gig
Workers Welfare Board within 30 days.

What concerns can a gig worker
raise?

Gig workers can raise complaints related
to suspension, blocking, or deactivation
of accounts, termination from the
platform, reduction or withholding of
payments, unfair penalties,
discrimination, unsafe working
conditions, or other violations of rights
guaranteed under the Act,

What gap does it address?

While many platforms have internal
grievance redressal mechanisms, these
systems exist outside a formal dispute
resolution framework. As a result, gig
workers have often reported a lack of
resolution to their grievances. Many have
complained that platforms quite often
turn a blind eye to the workers’ woes.

The Karnataka government’s move
seeks to bring more structure and
transparency into the process and ensure
legal recourse for these workers outside
the formal economy. Gig workers can now
officially lodge grievances through the
portal, which will then be routed to the
respective platform’s IDRC. The
government, as a central facilitator, will
monitor the process.

Why is the mechanism being
implemented now?

The Karnataka Platform-Based Gig
Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act,
2025, was officially notified in September
2025.

In March 2026, Karnataka became the
first Indian State to notify the Rules to
enact the law for gig workers. The
grievance-redressal mechanism for gig
workers in the State forms a crucial part
of the Act. It is considered a major
deterrent that would hinder arbitrary
terminations or account deactivation of
gig workers and address their concerns.

What are the other key developments
related to the Act?
In January 2026, the Karnataka

PERN— S

Platform-Based Gig Workers Welfare
Development Board was constituted to
implement welfare measures.

Platforms have been mandated to
furnish details of both the company and
their gig workers - including name, age,
phone number, Aadhaar number, UAN,
and bank account details - to the Board.
This data will be integrated into the
Board's portal.

According to the government, so far,
around 12 platforms/aggregators have
provided details of 12 lakh active gig
workers in the State.

However, given that several workers
are associated with multiple platforms,
the numbers could contain overlaps. This
is expected to be sorted once the
government comes up with unique 1Ds for
each worker.

In February, the government
announced that 1% of every transaction
will be collected from aggregator
platforms to provide social security
benefits to platform-based gig workers.

What will the welfare fee be used for?
The welfare fee will go to the Karnataka
Platform-Based Gig Workers' Fund to
provide social security and welfare
benefits to platform-based gig workers in
the State,

According to government officials,
schemes for gig workers, depending on
the platform they work for, are being
developed and will be put forward for
deliberation at the next board meeting.
The schemes being considered include
life insurance, accidental benefit,
disability benefit, medical benefit,
maternity benefit, and old-age protection,
depending on the nature of gig work.

THE GIST

v

Karnataka has operationalised
a government-backed
grievance redressal mechanism
for platform-based gig workers,
allowing them to lodge
complaints through the IPGRS,
which is routed to platform
IDRCs for resolution.

v

The move aims to bring
structure, transparency, and
legal recourse to gig workers,
addressing issues such as pay,
working conditions, and
arbitrary account deactivation,




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Gig Worker: A person who performs work or participates in a work arrangement and earns from such
activities outside of a traditional employer-employee relationship. Example: A delivery partner for Zomato or
a driver for Uber.

* Platform-Based Work: A work arrangement where an online platform uses digital technology to connect
organizations or individuals with workers to provide specific services or solve problems.

* Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS): A centralized digital portal used by the state to
receive, process, and monitor citizen complaints regarding government services, now extended to include gig
worker issues.

* Internal Dispute Resolution Committee (IDRC): A mandatory internal body that every aggregator
(platform) must set up to resolve worker grievances at the primary level.

* Social Security Fund: A dedicated pool of money (often funded by a cess or fee) used to provide welfare
benefits like insurance, health cover, and pensions to workers in the unorganized sector.

» Aggregator: A digital intermediary or marketplace for a buyer and seller of a service. Example: Ola, Swiggy,
or Amazon.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis revolves around the formalization of the informal gig economy through a state-backed
legal framework.

* The Problem of "Invisible" Workers: Gig workers have historically occupied a legal gray area, neither being
"employees" under traditional labor laws nor "independent contractors" with real bargaining power.

* Mandatory Grievance Redressal: The system mandates a two-tier resolution process. First, the platform's
IDRC must attempt resolution within 15 to 45 days. Second, if unsatisfied, the worker can escalate to the
State's Welfare Board.

* Data-Driven Governance: Platforms are now legally obligated to share worker data (Aadhaar, bank details,
UAN) with the government. This ends the information asymmetry where only the platform knew the size and
scope of its workforce.

* Financial Sustainability via Cess: By collecting a 1% fee on every transaction, the state creates a self-
sustaining welfare fund, ensuring that the cost of social security is shared by the platform and the consumer.




* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The journey of gig labor rights in India has transitioned from total deregulation to targeted state intervention:

* Pre-2010s (Pre-Gig Era): Labor discourse was centered on the formal sector and the Factories Act. Informal labor was mostly agricultural or construction-
based.

* 2014-2019 (The Boom): The rapid rise of smartphone penetration and venture capital led to the explosion of platform work. It was initially seen as a
"flexible" side-hustle, requiring little regulation.

* 2020 (Code on Social Security): At the National level, the Union government introduced the Code on Social Security, which for the first time recognized
"gig workers" and "platform workers" as distinct categories.

* 2023-2025 (State Activism): Rajasthan first passed a dedicated Gig Worker Act in 2023. Karnataka followed, notifying its Rules in March 2026 and
operationalizing the grievance system on May 1, 2026.

* Present Day: The focus has shifted from mere recognition to enforcing accountability, specifically targeting arbitrary deactivation and lack of social safety
nets.

*  Way Forward

* Universal Portability: Ensure that social security benefits are portable across states, so a delivery partner moving from Bengaluru to Hyderabad doesn't
lose their accumulated benefits.

* Algorithmic Transparency: Moving beyond just "grievance redressal" to "algorithmic audits" where the government checks if platform algorithms are
biased or discriminatory.

» Skill Upgradation: Using the Welfare Fund not just for doles, but for upskilling workers so they can transition out of the gig economy into higher-value
roles.

* Tripartite Consultation: Continuous dialogue between the State, the Platforms, and Labor Unions to ensure the 1% cess doesn't lead to capital flight.

Previous Years’ UPSC Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC Mains 2021 (GS3): "Examine the role of the 'Gig Economy' in the process of empowerment of women in India."
* UPSC Mains 2022 (GS3): "Is the gig economy a tool for economic growth or a source of exploitation? Discuss in the context of India."

* UPSC Prelims 2017/2020: Questions regarding the 'Unorganised Workers' Social Security Act' and 'Social Security Code'.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Pleasure of the Governor (Article 164): A constitutional doctrine stating that Ministers hold office at the Governor's discretion.
However, in a parliamentary democracy, this "pleasure" is not arbitrary; it is tethered to the CM enjoying a majority in the Legislative
Assembly.

* Floor Test: A constitutional mechanism used to determine if the executive (the CM and Council of Ministers) still enjoys the confidence
of the legislature. It is conducted on the floor of the House.

* Article 172 (Duration of State Legislatures): Stipulates that the Assembly continues for five years from its first meeting. Upon the
expiration of this term, the Assembly is automatically dissolved.

* Election Petition: A legal procedure to challenge the election of a candidate in a High Court. Under the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, an election can be declared void on grounds like "corrupt practices" or "improper rejection of nominations."

* Aid and Advice: Under Article 163, the Governor is generally bound to act on the "aid and advice" of the Council of Ministers, except in
matters where they are required to exercise discretion.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis focuses on the tension between the literal text of the Constitution and the democratic conventions that govern it.

* The Limit of Gubernatorial Power: While Article 164(1) suggests the Governor can remove a CM at will, constitutional morality dictates
that a CM can only be removed if they lose the "confidence of the House" and refuse to resign.

* The Role of Resignation vs. Dissolution: A CM's tenure is tied to the life of the Assembly. If an election is lost, resignation is a matter of
convention. However, legally, the CM automatically ceases to hold office once the Assembly’s five-year term expires under Article 172.

* The Judiciary as an Arbiter: The article argues that the judiciary (via election petitions) serves as a check against electoral malpractice,
ensuring that the "mandate of the people" is legitimate and not a result of "corrupt practices."



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence (1935 Act): The Government of India Act 1935 gave Governors significant discretionary powers, which the Constituent
Assembly sought to limit to prevent "Gubernatorial tyranny."

* The Constituent Assembly Debates: Members like Mohammad Ismail Khan argued for replacing "pleasure" with "confidence of the House." Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar clarified that "pleasure" was a shorthand for a parliamentary system where the executive is responsible to the legislature.

* S.R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994): A landmark milestone where the Supreme Court ruled that the floor of the House is the only place to test a
government’s majority, not the Governor’s subjective opinion.

* A.G. Perarivalan Case (2022): Reaffirmed that the Governor is the formal head, but the real executive power lies with the Council of Ministers.

* Way Forward

* Codification of Conventions: Following the Punchhi Commission's recommendations to limit the Governor’s discretionary powers regarding the
dismissal of a CM.

* Time-bound Floor Tests: The Supreme Court should mandate that floor tests happen within 48—72 hours of a dispute to prevent horse-trading.

* Fast-track Election Courts: Dedicated benches to resolve election petitions within 6 months to ensure that the "will of the people" is protected in
real-time.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains 2019 (GS 2): "The exercise of 'discretionary powers' by the Governor makes the state administration a tool of the central
government. Discuss."

* UPSC Mains 2017 (GS 2): "The Indian Constitution is a living instrument with capabilities of enormous dynamism. It is a constitution made for a
progressive society. lllustrate with the help of the Governor’s role."

* UPSC Prelims (General): Multiple questions on Article 163, 164, and the discretionary powers of the Governor.



the Governor

ARTICLE 172

(Duration of State
Legislatures) iis a
Durration of State
Legislatures

A governor the governss
thea regislator; related in
ountiraliy of the
governatorial power

LIMITS OF GUBERNATORIAL POWER
_ & KEY JUDGMENTS

f Responsible Governmenf'l

Executive is accountable
to the legislature

W

D

S.R. BOMMAI V.
UNION OF INDIA (1994)
Majority tested on the FLOOR

of the House, not in the
Governor's subjective opinion

6

A.G. PERARIVALAN
CASE (2022)

Real power with CoM,
Governor is formal head

XIA IAS ACADEMY Aaxia cOMPETITIVE EXAM CENTRE

ELECTION

AXIA IAS ACADEMY: COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS - CM’S TENURE
& THE GOVERNOR'’S ROLE (UPSC CIVIL SERVICES EXAM FOCUS)

PLEASURE OF e STEP 3: M STEP 4:
THE GOVERNOR | gLECTION FORMATION OF " TENURE DISSOLUTION/
(Article 164) GOVERNMENT S — RESIGNATION
Pleasure of the = * Assembly | —
Governor is an s . Confidence
emusontly of the :

._.;: Article 172
S8 (5years)

FLOOR TEST

FORMATION OF " TENURE

GOVERNMENT
Multidimensional Impact & Ethical Aspects

CHALLENGES & CONSEQUENCES

DISSOLUTION/
RESIGNATION

- THE WAY FORWARD

e Codification of Conventions

Political Legal Ethical ® Time-bound Floor Tests
~ e Fast-track Election Courts
| l e Provennd orscare crection

and heal govestfort

UPSC PYQ Linkages

* PYQs Provide foel: axiaiasacademy (1994)

* PYQs Chief Court (1994)
* PYQs: Aastihmarnaf Casis (2022)
« PYQs: A.G. Perarivalin Case Case (2022)

ELECTION
PETITIONS

DEFECTION/
HORSE-TRADING

CONSTITUTIONAL
MORALITY

S,
. ‘:f‘-‘ -

Website: axiaiasacademy.Gor

RISE ABOVE THE REST

Contact: +916002-417488



* EXPERT FACULTY & MENTORSHIP
* COMPREHENSIVE STUDY MATERIAL

« REGULAR TEST SERIES & EVALUATION '
Y, * CURRENT AFFAIRS & ANSWER WRITING FOCUS \
e SMALL BATCH SIZES FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION ‘2=

NJ axiaiasacademy.com +91 6002-417488 Jrg




