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• Key Terms and Explanations

• Strategic Coordination: This refers to the synchronization of foreign policy, defense, and economic strategies between two sovereign nations to 
achieve shared geopolitical goals. In the current context, it signifies Moscow and Beijing acting in tandem on global platforms like the UN to counter 
Western narratives.

• Hegemonic Countercurrents: A conceptual term used in international relations to describe actions by a dominant superpower (often implying the 
United States) that attempt to unilaterally dictate global norms, trade rules, or security arrangements, often disregarding multipolar interests.

• Asymmetric Interdependence: A situation where two countries rely on each other, but the degree of reliance is heavily skewed. Currently, Russia’s 
reliance on China as a market for its energy and a source of technology is much higher than China’s reliance on Russia, making Moscow the junior partner 
in the equation.

• Comprehensive Ceasefire: A complete and unconditional halt to all military hostilities across a region (such as the Middle East or Eastern Europe), 
accompanied by diplomatic negotiations to resolve the underlying political disputes.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Solidification of the Eurasian Axis: The core thesis of the contemporary geopolitical landscape is the rapid transformation of the Sino-Russian 
relationship from a marriage of convenience into a deeply entrenched strategic partnership, driven largely by mutual friction with the West.

• Energy as the Linchpin of Bilateral Ties: Economic diplomacy has become heavily heavily militarized and resource-driven. The swift signing of trade 
and energy agreements highlights that natural resources (like oil and gas) are acting as the primary glue sustaining the alliance amid severe external 
sanctions.

• Contrasting Diplomatic Modalities: There is a stark difference in how competing global powers engage. Engagements with Western powers often 
remain symbolic or transactional, yielding few immediate deliverables, whereas Sino-Russian summits are increasingly characterized by concrete, high-
volume trade pacts and unified rhetoric on global conflicts.

• Joint Shaping of the Global Order: The narrative extends beyond bilateral trade; it is an attempt to position this alliance as a stabilizing force in global 
conflict zones (like Iran and Ukraine), challenging the traditional Western monopoly on global conflict resolution.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The relationship between these two giant neighbors has seen dramatic shifts over the last century, moving from ideological brotherhood to bitter rivalry, and 
finally to the current strategic alignment.

• The Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship

• 1950

• Signed shortly after the establishment of the PRC, marking an era of deep ideological, economic, and military cooperation under the banner of global 
communism.

• The Sino-Soviet Split

• 1960s

• Ideological differences, border disputes (leading to the 1969 border conflict), and competition for leadership of the communist world severely fractured the 
relationship, pushing China closer to a tactical normalization with the US in 1972.

• Post-Cold War Normalization

• 1989-1991

• Gorbachev’s visit to Beijing formally ended the split. Following the collapse of the USSR, the new Russian Federation and China began demilitarizing their 
border and establishing pragmatic ties.

• Treaty of Good-Neighborliness

• 2001

• A landmark treaty laying the foundation for modern relations, officially resolving historical border disputes and pledging economic and military cooperation.

• Crimea Annexation and the Pivot to Asia

• 2014

• Western sanctions following Russia's annexation of Crimea forced Moscow to aggressively pivot its energy exports and economic reliance toward Beijing.

• The 'No Limits' Partnership

• 2022-Present

• Declared weeks before the Ukraine invasion, this phase marks unprecedented political mutual trust, making the two nations a unified bloc against Western 
global hegemony.



• Way Forward

• For India - Mastering Strategic Hedging: New Delhi must continue to compartmentalize 
its relationships. It must retain its historic defense ties with Russia to ensure continental 
security (and keep Russia from becoming entirely subservient to China), while 
simultaneously deepening its maritime partnership with the Quad to deter Chinese 
aggression in the Indo-Pacific.

• Diversification of Defense Procurement: To mitigate the risks of Russia’s growing 
technological dependence on China, India must accelerate the indigenization of its defense 
sector (Atmanirbhar Bharat) and rapidly diversify imports towards France, the US, and 
Israel.

• Strengthening Multilateralism: Middle powers must work together to bolster 
institutions that do not belong to either the Western or Sino-Russian blocs. Expanding the 
influence of the Global South through platforms like the G20 ensures that a new bipolar 
Cold War does not dictate global trade and security norms.

• UPSC Mains:

• 2023 (GS 2): "The US is facing an existential threat in the form of a China, that is much 
more challenging than the erstwhile Soviet Union." Explain.

• 2020 (GS 2): Critically examine the aims and objectives of SCO. What importance does it 
hold for India?

• 2019 (GS 2): "What introduces friction into the ties between India and the United States 
is that Washington is still unable to find for India a position in its global strategy, which 
would satisfy India’s National self-esteem and ambitions." Explain with suitable examples.

• 2018 (GS 2): What is the significance of Indo-US defense deals over Indo-Russian defense 
deals? Discuss with reference to stability in the Indo-Pacific region.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Peak Demand: This is the absolute highest point of electricity consumption on a grid during a specific timeframe, usually measured in 15-
minute intervals. Think of it like rush hour traffic; while the road is used all day, the infrastructure must be built to handle the 6 p.m. bumper-to-
bumper load without collapsing.

• Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs): These are long-term contracts (often 15-25 years) between State power distribution companies 
(DISCOMs) and electricity generators. They lock in prices and capacities, providing stability but reducing flexibility.

• Power Exchanges: These are short-term, real-time markets where electricity is traded like stocks. When states face sudden demand spikes 
that PPAs cannot cover, they buy power here, often at premium, volatile rates.

• Time-of-Day (ToD) Tariffs: A pricing mechanism where electricity costs vary based on the time it is consumed. It is designed to nudge 
consumers to shift non-essential usage away from peak hours (e.g., running washing machines at noon instead of 8 p.m.).

• Pumped Hydro Storage (PHS) & Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS): Technologies used to store excess energy. PHS pumps water uphill 
during low-demand hours to release it through turbines during peaks. BESS uses large-scale batteries to store daytime solar energy for nighttime 
use.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The discourse on India's energy transition centers on a fundamental shift: the challenge is no longer just about generating enough electricity, 
but managing when it is needed.

• The Peak Demand Paradox: Building power plants solely to meet a 3-hour evening peak is economically unviable, as the plants would sit idle 
for the remaining 21 hours. Yet, failing to meet this peak results in grid instability and blackouts.

• The Infrastructure Lag: While India has massively scaled its generation and transmission capacities, local distribution networks lag behind. 
Overloaded transformers and aging local grids cause frequent local outages, even when there is enough power at the national level.

• The Renewable Energy (RE) Conundrum: Solar and wind are excellent for cheap, daytime, or seasonal power. However, their generation 
profiles do not naturally match human consumption habits. Solar generation drops precisely when evening cooling and lighting demand spikes, 
creating a heavy reliance on storage or expensive market purchases.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The trajectory of India’s power sector reflects the nation's broader developmental journey, moving from localized scarcity to national integration and 
now, sustainable modernization.

• Pre-Independence to Early Republic: Electricity was a luxury, largely confined to urban centers and managed by private licensees. Post-independence, 
the creation of State Electricity Boards (SEBs) socialized power distribution to drive rural electrification and agriculture.

• The Reform Era (Electricity Act 2003): Recognized the inefficiencies of SEBs and mandated the unbundling of generation, transmission, and 
distribution. This era introduced competition, paved the way for private generators, and established central grid connectivity.

• The Renewable Push (2010s): The launch of the National Solar Mission shifted the focus from purely thermal baseloads to integrating green energy, 
driven by climate commitments.

• Present Day (Grid Modernization): We are currently in the phase of transitioning to a "smart grid." With a fully integrated "One Nation, One Grid, One 
Frequency" system, the focus is now on storage solutions, demand-side management, and financial viability of DISCOMs.

• Way Forward

• To secure India's energy future, a multi-pronged approach balancing generation, distribution, and consumption is required:

• Decentralize and Upgrade Distribution: Prioritize capital expenditure under schemes like the Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) to replace 
aging transformers and strengthen the last-mile grid.

• Aggressive Storage Deployment: Treat BESS and PHS as essential infrastructure. Provide Viability Gap Funding (VGF) for large-scale storage projects to 
bring down the levelized cost of storage.

• Behavioral Nudges via Pricing: Implement smart metering and Time-of-Day tariffs universally, complemented by massive public awareness campaigns 
so consumers understand how to benefit from off-peak pricing.

• Depoliticize DISCOMs: Grant operational and financial autonomy to state regulatory commissions to ensure tariffs reflect the actual cost of supply,
replacing cross-subsidies with Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) to the needy.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Bench Remarks (Oral Observations): These are spontaneous comments, questions, or opinions voiced by judges during the hearing of a case. 
Unlike written judgments, they do not have the force of law, but they significantly shape public perception and courtroom dynamics.

• Restatement of Values of Judicial Life (1997): A comprehensive code of judicial ethics adopted by the Supreme Court of India. It serves as a moral 
compass, detailing how judges should conduct themselves on and off the bench to maintain the dignity of their office.

• Judicial Propriety: The standard of conduct that ensures judges act in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality
of the judiciary. It demands restraint, especially in speech.

• Obiter Dicta vs. Formal Opinion: While a formal opinion (ratio decidendi) is the binding legal reasoning of a judgment, oral remarks and passing 
comments (obiter dicta) are non-binding. The legal system strictly separates the two.

• Socratic Questioning in Law: A method where judges play devil’s advocate, proposing hypothetical or extreme scenarios to test the limits and 
validity of a lawyer's argument.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The discourse around judicial utterances hinges on balancing the necessity of a free-flowing courtroom with the ethical imperative of judicial 
restraint.

• The Dual Nature of Bench Remarks: Spoken words in a courtroom serve two distinct purposes. On one hand, they are essential tools for testing 
arguments, helping judges gain clarity and forcing lawyers to refine their legal positions. On the other hand, when these remarks cross the line into 
intemperate language, they can wound individuals, undermine institutions, and erode public trust.

• The Supremacy of the Written Judgment: The formal opinion of a judicial institution is reflected exclusively through its written judgments and 
orders, never its oral observations. This doctrine protects the institutional voice from being defined by the spontaneous, sometimes flawed, thoughts 
of individual judges.

• The Evolution of the Audience: Historically, courtroom exchanges were confined to those physically present. Today, real-time reporting and live-
streaming have transformed the courtroom into a public square. Remarks made to test an argument are often stripped of context and broadcast as 
the finalized opinion of the court, creating widespread misunderstanding.

• The Nature of Judicial Retreats: When judges face backlash for inappropriate remarks, the institutional response is often flawed. Rather than 
acknowledging a breach of judicial standards, the common practice is to issue clarifications claiming the media misreported the remark. This leaves 
the underlying ethical standard unaddressed.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The boundaries of judicial speech have been shaped over decades through philosophical reflections, institutional codes, and landmark judicial 
pronouncements.

• The Cardozo Standard (1921): Early modern boundaries were articulated by jurist Benjamin Cardozo. He posited that a judge must draw inspiration 
from "consecrated principles" rather than yielding to "spasmodic sentiment," emphasizing that judicial discretion must be disciplined and methodical.

• The 1997 Restatement: Recognizing the need for a codified ethical framework, the Supreme Court of India adopted the Restatement of Values of 
Judicial Life. Crucially, Item 8 specifically restricts judges from entering public debates or expressing views on pending political or judicial matters.

• The Vijayabhaskar Landmark (2021): The Supreme Court formally addressed the friction between oral remarks and media reporting. While defending 
the judge's right to ask probing questions to stimulate creative legal thought, the Court sternly cautioned against scathing, inappropriate language 
directed at individuals or constitutional bodies, cementing the primacy of the written judgment.

• The Live-Streaming Era (Post-2018): With the Supreme Court gradually opening its doors to live-streaming and real-time legal journalism, the 
historical buffer between the courtroom's rough-and-tumble debates and public consumption vanished, making judicial restraint more critical than ever.

• Way Forward

• To resolve the tension between open courtroom debate and institutional dignity, several practical steps can be considered.

• Institutional Sensitization: The National Judicial Academy should conduct regular sensitization programs for judges on the impact of real-time 
reporting, emphasizing that in the digital age, oral remarks carry the weight of formal decrees in the public mind.

• Standardizing Corrections: The Supreme Court should develop a formal protocol for retracting inappropriate remarks. Instead of issuing defensive 
clarifications claiming misreporting, the institution must be willing to acknowledge when the standard of propriety has been breached.

• Media Guidelines: Without gagging the press, courts can encourage legal journalists to report oral observations strictly with the caveat that these are 
testing questions, not the final opinion of the court.

• Strengthening Internal Mechanisms: While maintaining judicial independence, the collegium and peer-review mechanisms within the judiciary must 
factor in "judicial temperament" and adherence to the 1997 Restatement when considering judges for elevation.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• State Excise Duty: A tax levied on the manufacture and sale of alcohol. Under the Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution (Entry 51 of the State 
List), alcohol for human consumption is exclusively a state subject. This gives individual states the power to draft their own definitions, tax rates, and 
packaging rules.

• Deceptive Packaging: A marketing strategy where a product's appearance is intentionally designed to mimic a safer, more common, or entirely 
different product. For instance, packaging alcoholic beverages in tetra packs with fruit images so they resemble standard fruit juices, confusing 
consumers and evading casual scrutiny.

• Directive Principles of State Policy (Article 47): A constitutional directive obligating the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living 
of its people, specifically mandating the State to endeavor to bring about prohibition of the consumption of intoxicating drinks and drugs which are 
injurious to health.

• Harmonization of Laws: The process of creating uniform legal standards across different jurisdictions. In this context, it refers to establishing a 
standardized legal definition for a liquor "container" or "bottle" across all Indian states to prevent regulatory loopholes.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The discourse around alcohol regulation is fundamentally a clash between public welfare, corporate marketing, and state revenue. Let us break down 
the substantive elements of this debate.

• The Problem of Fragmented Definitions: Because excise is a state subject, there is no standardized, national definition of what constitutes a liquor 
"bottle." Some state laws are so vague that a "bottle" legally includes plastic sachets, wrappers, or cardboard cartons. This regulatory arbitrage is 
actively exploited by manufacturers.

• Targeting Vulnerable Demographics: By utilizing deceptive packaging—such as colorful cartons adorned with images of green apples or mangoes—
the liquor industry inadvertently or deliberately targets underage consumers. It normalizes alcohol consumption by masking it as an everyday beverage, 
drastically increasing public consumption.

• The Revenue vs. Health Paradox: State governments frequently turn a blind eye to these packaging innovations. Because state exchequers rely 
heavily on liquor sales for revenue, administrations often grant immense discretion to manufacturers regarding packaging, prioritizing financial inflow 
over the long-term public health costs associated with alcoholism and drunken driving.

• Absence of Statutory Warnings: Unlike tobacco products, which are governed by strict national laws mandating explicit, graphic health warnings, 
liquor packaging severely lacks prominent deterrents. The aesthetic appeal of the packaging overshadows the inherent health risks.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Understanding how we arrived at this regulatory fragmentation requires a look back at the historical trajectory of excise laws in 
the subcontinent.

• Colonial Era Roots: The foundation of modern excise laws was laid during British rule (e.g., the Abkari Act). The colonial 
administration viewed alcohol primarily as a highly lucrative revenue stream. Local brewing was criminalized in favor of centrally 
taxed, standardized alcohol, setting a precedent for revenue-centric excise policies.

• Post-Independence Constitutional Debates: During the drafting of the Constitution, leaders like Mahatma Gandhi strongly 
advocated for total prohibition. This culminated in Article 47. However, recognizing the financial realities of running state
governments, alcohol was placed in the State List, creating a decentralized and often contradictory policy landscape.

• The Packaging Revolution (1990s-Present): Traditionally, liquor was sold in standard glass bottles. With the advent of cheap 
polymers and tetra packaging in the late 20th century, companies shifted to cheaper, unbreakable, and easily transportable materials. 
State laws failed to update their definitions to keep pace with these material innovations, leading to the current era of "camouflaged" 
alcohol.

• Way Forward

• A balanced, administrative approach is required to solve this multifaceted crisis. Here are pragmatic recommendations.

• Drafting a Model National Excise Code: The Union Government, in consultation with the NITI Aayog and state governments, 
should draft a Model Code that standardizes definitions, container specifications, and marketing norms, which states can voluntarily 
adopt.

• Empowering FSSAI: The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India must mandate clear differentiation in packaging between 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. Strict guidelines should ban the use of fruit imagery and vibrant, kid-friendly aesthetics on 
liquor containers.

• Mandatory Health Warnings: Similar to the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA), legislation should be introduced 
requiring prominent, graphic health warnings on at least 50% of the principal display area of all liquor packaging.

• Phasing out Harmful Packaging: States should be incentivized to progressively ban the sale of liquor in plastic sachets and tetra 
packs, promoting glass or standardized, easily identifiable, and recyclable materials.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Act East Policy (AEP): Upgraded from the earlier 'Look East' policy, this is India's diplomatic initiative to foster economic, strategic, and cultural
relations with the vast Asia-Pacific region. While 'Look East' was largely economic, 'Act East' integrates a strong security and defence component.

• Rules-Based Indo-Pacific: A geopolitical vision championed by democratic nations. It envisions a region where international law (like UNCLOS) 
dictates maritime behavior, trade flows freely without coercion, and no single hegemon dominates the sea lanes.

• Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs): Futuristic military technologies that damage targets with highly focused energy, such as lasers or microwaves, 
rather than solid projectiles. Think of them as high-tech systems capable of neutralizing drones or incoming missiles instantly.

• Self-Propelled Air Defence Systems: Highly mobile, armored vehicles equipped with anti-aircraft guns or surface-to-air missiles. Unlike stationary 
air defence, these can move alongside mechanized infantry columns to protect them on the battlefield.

• Defence Indigenization (Make in India): The strategic push to manufacture defense equipment domestically rather than relying on imports. Co-
production with advanced nations like South Korea allows India to absorb complex technologies and build its own defense-industrial base.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis of this geopolitical alignment is that India and South Korea are transitioning from a relationship historically anchored in trade and 
soft power, to a robust, security-oriented partnership driven by mutual vulnerabilities in the Indo-Pacific.

• A primary pillar of this shift is the move from a "buyer-seller" dynamic to joint research and co-development. Advanced economies often 
hesitate to share cutting-edge technology, but South Korea’s willingness to partner on future-oriented projects—like directed energy weapons and 
self-propelled systems—demonstrates a high degree of strategic trust. This directly feeds into India's pursuit of strategic autonomy by reducing 
dependence on traditional arms suppliers like Russia.

• Furthermore, the alignment of India’s Act East Policy with South Korea’s regional strategies highlights a shared anxiety over shifting power 
balances in Asia. Both nations recognize that securing sea lanes, enhancing cybersecurity, and participating in joint peacekeeping operations are no 
longer optional, but essential for maintaining a stable, multipolar Asian order.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The India-South Korea relationship has deep historical roots that have slowly matured into modern strategic diplomacy.

• The earliest connections are cultural, dating back to 48 AD when Princess Suriratna of Ayodhya purportedly traveled to Korea to 
marry King Suro, establishing a lasting civilizational link. During the anti-colonial struggles of the 20th century, Rabindranath Tagore 
famously prophesied Korea’s resurgence in his poem "Lamp of the East."

• Following independence, India played a pivotal, neutral role during the Korean War (1950-53), chairing the Neutral Nations 
Repatriation Commission and sending medical units. However, during the Cold War, ties remained lukewarm as India leaned non-
aligned and South Korea fell firmly into the US camp.

• The modern thaw began with India's economic liberalization and the 'Look East' policy in the 1990s. The relationship gained 
institutional heft in 2010 when it was elevated to a Strategic Partnership, and then further upgraded to a "Special Strategic
Partnership" in 2015. Today, the relationship is defined by advanced defence collaboration and a shared vision for a stable Indo-Pacific.

• Way Forward

• To translate diplomatic intent into tangible outcomes, a proactive and multi-pronged approach is necessary.

• First, India must streamline its defense procurement architecture. Establishing single-window clearances for strategic co-production 
projects under 'Make in India' will build confidence among South Korean defense majors. Second, both nations should upgrade their 
economic framework. Fast-tracking the review of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) is crucial to addressing
the existing trade deficit and boosting bilateral commerce, which forms the bedrock of the strategic partnership.

• On the geopolitical front, India and South Korea should institutionalize a '2+2' dialogue (Foreign and Defence Ministers) to ensure 
continuous alignment on Indo-Pacific security. Furthermore, expanding joint naval exercises and interoperability in maritime domain 
awareness will physically secure the sea lanes that both economies depend upon. Finally, scaling up R&D investments in emerging 
technologies will ensure both nations remain at the cutting edge of modern defense capabilities.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Hydroelectric Projects (HEPs) and Pumped-Storage: HEPs generate electricity 
by harnessing the kinetic energy of flowing water. A subset, pumped-storage (like 
the Tehri project), acts like a giant battery; it pumps water to an upper reservoir 
during low-demand hours and releases it to generate power during peak demand.

• Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ): Under the Environment (Protection) Act of 1986, the 
government notifies certain areas around protected parks or fragile ecosystems as 
ESZs to regulate developmental activities. The Bhagirathi ESZ in Uttarakhand 
restricts heavy construction to preserve the river’s pristine flow.

• Bumper-to-Bumper Dams: This refers to a cascading series of dams built closely 
along a river's course. The tailrace (discharge) of one dam leads almost 
immediately into the reservoir of the next. This disrupts the natural flow, riverine 
ecology, and sediment transport.

• Seismic Fragility: The Himalayas are young, fold mountains formed by the 
ongoing collision of the Indian and Eurasian tectonic plates. This makes the region 
highly susceptible to earthquakes (falling in Seismic Zones IV and V), rendering 
massive concrete structures highly vulnerable.

• Sunk Costs: An economic principle referring to money that has already been 
spent and cannot be recovered. In public policy, deciding whether to halt a 
partially built dam requires weighing the "sunk costs" against the potential future 
environmental damage.

• Cloudbursts and Flash Floods: A cloudburst is an extreme amount of 
precipitation in a short period, sometimes accompanied by hail and thunder, highly 
prevalent in the Himalayas. This leads to flash floods—rapid flooding of low-lying 
areas, which can critically damage hydropower infrastructure.



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The ongoing discourse regarding Himalayan hydropower presents a critical 
pivot from aggressive infrastructure expansion to ecological preservation.

• Primacy of Ecological Carrying Capacity: The core thesis is that the upper 
reaches of the Ganga basin (Alaknanda and Bhagirathi) have exceeded their 
carrying capacity for large infrastructure. The cumulative impact of multiple dams 
drastically amplifies the region's vulnerability to natural disasters.

• Inter-Ministerial Consensus on Conservation: Historically, ministries operate 
in silos, with the Power Ministry pushing for energy security and the Environment 
Ministry advocating conservation. A unified stance prioritizing ecology—agreeing 
to halt new projects—marks a rare, definitive policy shift toward sustainable 
governance.

• The Pragmatism of "Substantially Built" Projects: Halting projects that are 70-
80% complete (which represent thousands of crores in public and private 
investment) is viewed as economically unviable. Permitting a restricted number of 
advanced-stage projects (e.g., Vishnugad Pipalkoti, Singoli Bhatwari) reflects a 
pragmatic balance between minimizing stranded assets and preventing future 
ecological harm.

• Rejection of the "Unrestricted Development" Model: By narrowing down 
dozens of proposed projects and ultimately rejecting new ones, the prevailing 
policy acknowledges that the economic gains of hydropower are outweighed by 
the catastrophic costs of disaster recovery, as seen in the Rishiganga and Dharali
floods.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The trajectory of hydropower development in the Himalayas is a textbook case of policy evolution driven by disaster and judicial intervention.

• The "Urja Pradesh" Vision (Pre-2013): Post its formation, Uttarakhand sought to capitalize on its vast river network, envisioning itself as the "Energy 
State" of India. Dozens of projects were sanctioned rapidly, often with fragmented environmental impact assessments.

• The Turning Point (2013 Kedarnath Disaster): The devastating floods that claimed thousands of lives forced a systemic reckoning. The Supreme Court 
intervened, halting new hydel development and ordering an investigation into the role of dams in exacerbating the disaster.

• The Era of Conflicting Committees (2014-2020):

• Expert Body-I (Ravi Chopra Panel, 2014) took a strong ecological stance, warning that most projects would cause severe ecological damage.

• The Vinod Tare Panel corroborated this, advising against several projects.

• Expert Body-II (B.P. Das Panel, 2020), however, took a more permissive, engineering-focused approach, suggesting projects could proceed with 
design tweaks.

• Climatic Reminders (2021 & 2025): The Rishiganga flash flood in 2021 (which severely damaged the Tapovan Vishnugad project) and subsequent 
disasters like the Dharali floods provided stark reminders of the region's instability, undermining the permissive approach of Expert Body-II.

• Resolution and Consolidation (Present): High-level bureaucratic committees (like the Somanathan committee) ultimately synthesized these inputs, 
leading to the current restrictive policy that caps development to a handful of already advanced projects.

• Way Forward

• To reconcile the developmental aspirations of the Himalayan states with ecological realities, the following steps are pragmatic:

• Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES): The Finance Commission must institutionalize a robust mechanism to financially compensate Himalayan states 
for keeping their forests intact and rivers free-flowing, offsetting their revenue loss from halted dams.

• Shift to Micro-Hydel Projects: Instead of massive reservoirs, the state should pivot to decentralized, micro-hydroelectric run-of-the-river projects 
(under 25 MW) that cater to local grid needs without altering basin ecology.

• Ecotourism and Bio-Economy: Transitioning the local economy from heavy infrastructure dependency to high-value, low-impact sectors like sustainable 
ecotourism, organic farming, and medicinal herb cultivation.

• Strengthening Early Warning Systems: For the 7 allowed projects and existing habitats, deploying advanced Doppler radars, glacial lake monitoring, 
and automated community sirens to mitigate disaster impact.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Postcolonialism: A theoretical approach in various disciplines that examines the lasting impact of imperialism and colonialism. In literature, it 
involves writings by people from formerly colonized countries, often exploring themes of identity, power imbalance, and cultural suppression. Example:
An author from a former colony highlighting indigenous traditions that were erased by imperial rulers.

• Intersectionality: A framework for understanding how various social identities—such as gender, race, class, and nationality—overlap and create 
compounding experiences of discrimination or privilege. Example: The power dynamic between two individuals is shaped not just by their romantic 
connection, but by the fact that one belongs to an imperial power and the other to a subjugated colony.

• Cultural Diplomacy (Soft Power): The use of cultural assets—such as literature, art, and cuisine—to foster mutual understanding and influence 
international relations, circumventing hard political or military power. Example: A state-sponsored cultural tour meant to project soft power, which 
individuals might subvert by exploring grassroots culture like street food instead.

• Historiographic Metafiction: A literary style that blends fictional narratives with historical facts, often using experimental formats like faux academic 
footnotes or translator’s notes, to question the reliability of recorded history and who gets to write it.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The conceptual core of this theme revolves around the intersection of personal intimacy and historical geopolitics. The primary thesis is that 
literature can simultaneously function as an emotional narrative and an incisive political critique.

• The Personal is Political: Intimate relationships are never formed in a vacuum. When individuals from opposing sides of a geopolitical divide 
(colonizer and colonized) interact, their private dynamic inevitably mirrors broader systemic power structures, raising questions about whether true 
equality can exist in such a context.

• Subversion Through Culture: Official imperial or state-sponsored agendas can be actively resisted or bypassed through the exploration of everyday 
cultural elements, such as indigenous food and local traditions. Food becomes an alternative, democratic pathway to understanding a marginalized 
community.

• Democratization of Literature: The translation of regional languages (like Mandarin) into global lingua francas (like English), often championed by 
independent presses rather than mainstream conglomerates, is vital. It shifts the global literary center of gravity, allowing subaltern voices to challenge 
dominant Western-centric historical narratives.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The interplay between colonialism, literature, and marginalized 
identities has evolved significantly over the last century.

• The Era of Imperial Dominance (Pre-WWII): During peak imperialism, 
colonial powers (such as European nations in Africa/Asia, or Japan in East 
Asia) used literature and education as tools of cultural assimilation. The 
colonized were depicted through the "orientalist" lens—exoticized or 
portrayed as needing civilization.

• Post-War Decolonization and Voice: As nations gained independence 
in the mid-20th century, a surge of postcolonial literature emerged. 
Writers began reclaiming their histories, though these works were often 
heavily male-dominated and focused strictly on the political struggle 
against the colonizer.

• The Intersectional Turn (Late 20th Century): The focus shifted inward, 
examining social hierarchies within the colonized societies themselves. 
Themes of gender, queer identities, and class differences began to surface, 
highlighting that oppression was multi-layered.

• The Era of Global Translation (Present): Today, international literary 
awards actively seek to dismantle language barriers. There is a concerted 
effort to recognize translated works, emphasizing that world literature 
must include non-Anglophone experiences, especially those blending 
experimental formats with marginalized queer and indigenous narratives.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Special Strategic Partnership: This is a tier of bilateral relations indicating a high degree of mutual trust, aligned geopolitical goals, and deep cooperation across 
sensitive sectors like defense, intelligence, and advanced technology. Example: India holds this status with nations like Japan and Russia, and bringing Italy into this 
fold signifies Europe's growing importance in India's strategic calculus.

• UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea): Often called the "constitution of the oceans," it establishes a comprehensive legal framework 
governing all marine and maritime activities. Support for UNCLOS is diplomatic shorthand for opposing aggressive territorial claims, particularly in the South China 
Sea.

• Mattei Plan: Italy's strategic foreign policy initiative aimed at Africa, focusing on energy cooperation, economic development, and curbing irregular migration 
through capacity building.

• Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Foundational digital systems that enable identity, payments, and data sharing at a population scale. Example: India's Aadhaar, 
UPI, and DigiLocker.

• Strait of Hormuz: A crucial maritime chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, through which a significant portion of the world's petroleum 
passes.

• Agricola Medal: An honor conferred by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to recognize exceptional contributions to global food security, poverty 
alleviation, and sustainable agriculture.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core philosophy driving this bilateral upgrade is a mutual recognition of shifting global power centers. Both nations are moving beyond transactional 
diplomacy to establish a long-term, structurally sound alliance.

• Geopolitical Convergence: There is a strong alignment in ensuring a free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific. Both nations share anxieties about supply chain 
disruptions caused by conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia, advocating heavily for "dialogue and diplomacy" as the primary tools for conflict resolution.

• Defense and Economic Symbiosis: Moving away from a traditional "buyer-seller" relationship, the focus is now on a Defense Industrial Road Map. This involves co-
development and co-production of military hardware, dovetailing with India's "Make in India" initiative and Italy's advanced defense manufacturing capabilities.

• Collaborative Footprint in Africa: A standout substantive element is the decision to pool resources in Africa. By combining India's expertise in DPI, healthcare, and 
agriculture with Italy's financial and strategic bandwidth under the Mattei Plan, both nations aim to offer African countries a viable alternative to predatory lending 
models.

• Institutional Frameworks for Mobility: The creation of safe, legal channels for the mobility of skilled and non-skilled workers addresses Italy's demographic 
challenges (an aging population) while providing employment avenues for India's demographic dividend.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The trajectory of India-Italy relations is a fascinating study in diplomatic resilience, demonstrating how nations can navigate deep valleys to reach new 
strategic peaks.

• Ancient and Colonial Ties: Interactions date back to the Roman Empire, evidenced by Roman coins found in southern India, highlighting robust ancient 
maritime trade.

• Post-Independence Era (1947–2000s): Diplomatic relations were established in 1947. While economic ties grew steadily, political engagement was 
relatively low-profile during the Cold War, as India led the Non-Aligned Movement and Italy was a core NATO member.

• The Diplomatic Freeze (2012–2015): Bilateral ties hit their lowest point following the Enrica Lexie incident, where two Italian marines were accused of 
killing Indian fishermen off the coast of Kerala. This led to a severe diplomatic standoff, legal battles in international tribunals, and Italy blocking India's 
entry into the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR).

• The Thaw and Resurgence (2017–Present): Following the resolution of the marines issue at the Permanent Court of Arbitration, relations began to 
thaw. The real momentum picked up post-2020, driven by shared concerns over Chinese hegemony, culminating in back-to-back leadership summits, Italy 
joining the India-led Global Biofuels Alliance, and the eventual elevation to a Special Strategic Partnership.

• Way Forward

• To maximize the potential of this upgraded partnership, policy planners should consider the following actionable steps.

• Operationalizing IMEC: Both countries must champion the swift execution of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). Italy serves as 
the natural European anchor for this corridor, which would drastically reduce transit times and boost trade volumes.

• Fast-tracking Defense Tech Transfer: The government should set up a dedicated India-Italy defense task force, involving private sector giants from both 
sides, to clear bureaucratic hurdles and begin joint production of maritime patrol equipment and aerospace components.

• Structuring the Africa Trilateral: Establish a formal steering committee comprising Indian, Italian, and African Union diplomats to identify three flagship 
pilot projects (e.g., setting up a digital payment infrastructure in a specific African nation) to prove the viability of the Mattei-DPI fusion.

• Green Hydrogen and Renewables: Expand the clean energy cooperation to focus heavily on green hydrogen production and storage technologies, 
leveraging Italy's engineering prowess to meet India's ambitious renewable energy targets.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI): A monthly production index compiled by the Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA), Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). It measures the combined and individual performance of production in eight foundational sectors: Coal, Crude Oil, 
Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, and Electricity.

• Index of Industrial Production (IIP): A broader composite indicator that measures changes in the volume of production of a basket of industrial 
products over a specific period. The eight core industries constitute 40.27% of the weight of items included in the IIP, making the ICI a crucial lead 
indicator.

• Base Effect: This refers to the impact of the corresponding period of the previous year on the current year's growth figures. For instance, if production 
was abnormally low last year due to a shock, a normal production level this year will mathematically appear as a massive growth percentage.

• Data Revision: Macroeconomic data is often released in stages—provisional, revised, and final. This happens because preliminary data relies on a 
smaller sample of reporting factories, which is later updated as more comprehensive data flows in. Frequent or massive revisions can sometimes point to 
data collection lags.

• Multiplier Effect: When an increase in spending produces an increase in national income and consumption greater than the initial amount spent. For
example, growth in steel and cement has a high multiplier effect because it stimulates construction, real estate, and massive job creation.

• Core Dynamics and Sectoral Interplay

• When observing the health of foundational industries, it becomes evident that the economy does not move in a single, unified direction. Different 
sectors respond to distinct domestic and global stimuli.

• The Infrastructure Push: Sectors like steel and cement are directly tied to capital expenditure (CapEx). When these sectors show robust growth, it 
usually indicates a strong pipeline of infrastructure projects (highways, ports, real estate). This acts as the heavy-lifting engine for broader economic 
expansion, creating jobs and driving demand.

• The Energy Bottleneck: Domestic crude oil and natural gas frequently experience sluggishness or contraction. This highlights a structural vulnerability: 
India's high import dependency for energy. Contractions here often reflect aging domestic oil wells, lack of major new discoveries, and the complex 
geopolitics of energy pricing that can deter domestic capital investment.

• The Agricultural Lifeline: The fertilizer sector operates on a different rhythm, heavily dictated by monsoons, global supply chains of raw materials (like
potash), and government subsidy cycles. Fluctuations here are direct indicators of agrarian input health.

• Utility Demand: Electricity generation serves as a proxy for both industrial activity and domestic consumption. Consistent growth in this sector is a 
prerequisite for sustaining broader economic momentum.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The strategic importance of core industries in India traces back to the early days of independence and 
has evolved through distinct economic eras.

• The Mahalanobis Era (1950s - 1980s): The Second Five-Year Plan fundamentally shaped India's core 
sectors. Inspired by the Soviet model, the government focused heavily on capital goods and heavy 
industries (steel plants like Bhilai, Durgapur, Rourkela) under public sector dominance. These were seen as 
the "commanding heights of the economy."

• Liberalization and De-licensing (1991 Onwards): The New Economic Policy dismantled the License Raj, 
opening sectors like steel, cement, and electricity to private and foreign investment. This led to massive 
capacity expansion, modernization, and improved efficiency, shifting the government's role from producer 
to regulator.

• Statistical Evolution (2017): To better reflect the changing structure of the economy, the base year for 
both IIP and ICI was updated from 2004-05 to 2011-12. This revision allowed for a more accurate capture 
of modern industrial realities and improved the quality of macroeconomic tracking.

• Way Forward

• To ensure resilient and sustainable industrial growth, policy interventions must be multifaceted.

• Modernizing Data Architecture: The statistical machinery must be upgraded using digital trails (GST 
networks, digital power meters) to ensure real-time, accurate data capture, minimizing disruptive 
retrospective revisions.

• Incentivizing Green Capital: The government should expand Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes 
to cover "green" transitions in core sectors, such as subsidizing green hydrogen use in steel plants or 
carbon-capture in cement factories.

• Energy Security Diversification: To combat the chronic drag of domestic crude oil, investments must 
aggressively pivot towards deep-water exploration, strategic petroleum reserves, and accelerating the shift 
to renewable energy grids.

• Circular Economy Integration: Policies must enforce the use of scrap steel and fly ash (in cement) to 
reduce the reliance on fresh mining, thereby addressing both resource depletion and environmental 
degradation.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Semi-High-Speed Rail (SHSR): This refers to passenger rail systems operating 
at speeds significantly faster than conventional trains (typically between 160 
km/h and 200 km/h) but falling short of true high-speed rail (which exceeds 250 
km/h). They are often viewed as a pragmatic middle ground, offering faster 
transit without the exorbitant costs of bullet trains.

• Standard Gauge vs. Broad Gauge: India’s existing railway network is 
predominantly Broad Gauge (1676 mm). However, modern rapid transit and 
global high-speed systems use Standard Gauge (1435 mm). Building a new 
standard-gauge line means the new trains cannot seamlessly transition onto the 
existing national network, requiring entirely separate infrastructure.

• Earthen Embankments: These are elevated platforms created by heavily 
compacting soil and rock, used to carry railway tracks over low-lying areas or 
wetlands. While cost-effective compared to concrete pillars, they act as massive 
physical barriers that can severely disrupt natural water drainage and local 
ecosystems.

• Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS): A dedicated, high-speed, high-capacity 
commuter service connecting regional nodes. Unlike traditional rail, it acts as a 
bridge between metro systems (which serve inner cities) and national railways, 
focusing on fast, point-to-point regional connectivity.

• Eminent Domain and Denotification: Eminent domain is the inherent power 
of the state to acquire private property for public use, provided fair 
compensation is given. Denotification is the legal reversal of this process—
withdrawing the initial acquisition order and returning the land rights to the 
original owners, often happening when projects are scrapped.



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The debate around mega-transport projects in densely populated, ecologically sensitive regions rests on several competing arguments:

• The Developmental and Economic Imperative: Proponents argue that linear geography and high population density necessitate high-speed mass transit. Reducing 
travel times across a state by more than half can exponentially increase economic productivity, integrate labor markets, and reduce the heavy congestion and carbon 
footprint associated with highway transport.

• The Challenge of Financial Viability: Critics counter that these projects demand colossal capital, often requiring tens of thousands of crores in borrowing from 
international agencies. For states already grappling with fiscal deficits, funding a standalone standard-gauge corridor with uncertain ridership projections risks pushing 
the regional economy into a severe debt trap.

• Ecological Fragmentation: Building continuous rail corridors, especially on earthen embankments through wetlands, paddy fields, and floodplains, creates severe 
ecological roadblocks. Environmentalists point out that such structures obstruct hydrological flows, exacerbating flood risks and destroying the delicate balance of 
local biodiversity.

• The Human Cost of Displacement: Large-scale infrastructure requires vast tracts of land. The acquisition process inevitably displaces thousands of families, 
disrupts traditional livelihoods, and triggers widespread social unrest, leading to a breakdown in trust between the state and its citizens.

• Federal Friction and Policy Disruption: Infrastructure projects often require joint ventures between State governments and the Union Government. Misaligned 
political priorities, changing state regimes, and delayed central approvals frequently lead to projects being stalled or scrapped entirely, resulting in massive sunk costs 
and developmental stagnation.

• Historical Evolution of the Issue
• The tension between infrastructure expansion and socio-environmental realities has evolved significantly over the decades:
• The Extractive Era (Pre-Independence): Early railway expansion was driven purely by colonial administrative and economic interests—moving troops and 
extracting resources to ports. Environmental impact or the rights of the displaced native populations were entirely absent from the planning calculus.
• The Nation-Building Phase (Post-1947 to 1980s): Infrastructure was viewed as the temple of modern India. The focus was on unifying the nation and 
industrializing. Land was acquired swiftly under the archaic Land Acquisition Act of 1894, which heavily favored the state. Displacement was viewed as an unfortunate 
but necessary sacrifice for the greater national good.
• The Era of Rights and Safeguards (1990s to 2013): Economic liberalization brought public-private partnerships (PPPs) and international funding, which introduced 
global environmental standards. Deepening democracy and active civil society movements (like the Narmada Bachao Andolan) highlighted the immense social costs of 
mega-projects, culminating in the progressive Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (LARR).
• The Modern Conundrum (Present Day): Today, there is a hyper-focus on cutting-edge modernization (bullet trains, dedicated freight corridors). However, 
administrators now face an empowered citizenry, stringent environmental regulations, and the undeniable realities of climate change. Projects in ecologically fragile 
zones face intense, immediate scrutiny, forcing a constant tightrope walk between growth and conservation.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Caste Enumeration/Census: This refers to the systematic collection of population data categorized by specific caste identities, extending beyond the 
traditionally enumerated Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) to include Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and general categories.

• Policy Domain vs. Judicial Review: The "policy domain" encompasses decisions made by the executive branch of government regarding administration 
and governance. Courts typically exercise judicial restraint here, intervening only if a policy violates constitutional provisions or fundamental rights.

• House Listing Operation (HLO): The preliminary phase of a decadal Census. It involves mapping physical infrastructure, housing conditions, household 
amenities (like water and electricity), and assets. It provides a baseline for understanding the material living conditions of citizens.

• Population Enumeration: The second phase of the Census where enumerators collect detailed demographic, socio-cultural, and economic data of 
individuals, such as age, sex, marital status, religion, mother tongue, and occupation.

• Socio-Economic Data as an 'Integration Instrument': A conceptual viewpoint where detailed demographic data is used not to divide people, but to 
diagnose systemic inequalities—much like a medical scan—so that targeted welfare can integrate marginalized groups into the mainstream economy.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The debate around incorporating caste into a nationwide demographic exercise revolves around a tension between effective governance and the risk of 
social polarization.

• The Imperative for Targeted Welfare: The primary argument in favor of caste enumeration is the necessity for empirical data. To fulfill the constitutional 
mandate of uplifting socially and educationally backward classes, the state must know exactly who these groups are, their population size, and their current 
socio-economic realities. Operating without this data is akin to prescribing medicine without a diagnosis.

• Separation of Powers: The judiciary often maintains that deciding what data to collect for governance is strictly an executive prerogative. Whether an 
enumeration exercise includes specific demographic markers is a matter of state policy, outside the scope of judicial interference unless it breaches 
constitutional rights.

• Concerns of Misuse and Polarization: On the flip side, critics argue that collecting such granular data opens a Pandora's box. There are profound 
apprehensions that political entities will misuse this data for hyper-local vote-bank engineering. Furthermore, corporate entities could exploit micro-
demographic data for targeted commercial exploitation, raising severe privacy concerns.

• The Threat of Cementing Divisions: A deeply philosophical counterargument suggests that officially categorizing citizens by caste inadvertently validates 
and cements a hierarchical system that the Constitution ultimately seeks to eradicate.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• To understand the current discourse, we must trace how the state has historically approached demographic data collection.

• The Colonial Precedent (1881–1931): The British administration initiated the first synchronous Census in 1881. Until 1931, these exercises 
comprehensively recorded the caste of the population. This period saw caste boundaries rigidify as communities vied for social mobility and state 
patronage based on census classifications.

• Post-Independence Shift (1951 onwards): Driven by the vision of a modern, casteless society, the independent Indian state made a conscious 
policy shift. From the 1951 Census onward, the enumeration of caste was restricted strictly to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes to facilitate 
constitutionally mandated political reservations.

• The Mandal Commission Era (1980s): When the Mandal Commission recommended reservations for Other Backward Classes (OBCs), it had to 
rely on extrapolations from the 1931 Census data. This highlighted a glaring data deficit in Indian policymaking, sparking initial demands for a 
renewed caste census.

• Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC 2011): The government attempted a parallel exercise to collect socio-economic and caste data. While the 
economic deprivation data was used to target welfare schemes (like Ayushman Bharat), the caste data was largely withheld due to massive 
methodological errors and millions of unclassified caste names.

• Way Forward

• To navigate the complexities of this issue, a balanced, forward-looking approach is required:

• Establish a Standardized Taxonomy: Before any nationwide enumeration, the government must constitute an expert sociological committee 
to standardize caste and sub-caste nomenclatures, eliminating the chaos of millions of unclassified entries seen in 2011.

• Legislate Iron-clad Data Protection: A specialized statutory framework must be enacted specifically governing census data. This framework 
must mandate strict anonymization protocols before data is shared across government departments or analyzed, preventing political or 
corporate profiling.

• Shift Focus to Intersectional Deprivation: Policymakers must focus on the intersection of caste with economic indicators. The data should be 
utilized to strictly enforce the "creamy layer" concept, ensuring that affirmative action reaches the absolute poorest within marginalized 
communities.

• Depoliticize the Discourse: State institutions must communicate the intent of the data collection transparently—framing it strictly as a socio-
economic diagnostic tool for policy formulation, rather than a political scorecard for electoral arithmetic.






