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• Key Terms and Explanations

• Continuous Journey Regulation (1908): A Canadian law that prohibited the entry of immigrants who did not arrive via a direct, non-
stop voyage from their country of origin. Since no shipping line offered a direct route from India to Canada at the time, this was a "de 
facto" ban on Indian immigration.

• Shore Committee: An organization formed by the local South Asian community in Vancouver, led by figures like Husain Rahim, to 
provide legal and financial aid to the stranded passengers.

• Budge Budge Ghat: A port near Kolkata where the ship was forced to dock upon its return to India. It became the site of a violent 
clash between the returning passengers and British police.

• Ghadar Party: A revolutionary group founded by Indians in North America (primarily the US and Canada) aiming to overthrow 
British rule in India through an armed uprising.

• Asiatic Exclusion League: A white supremacist organization in North America that pressured governments to implement "White 
Canada" policies and restrictive immigration laws against Asians.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Systemic Exclusion: The article argues that the refusal to allow 376 Indian passengers (mostly Sikhs) to disembark in Vancouver was 
rooted in institutional racism and the "White Canada" policy.

• The Myth of Equal Citizenship: Passengers believed that as "British subjects," they had a legal right to travel and settle anywhere 
within the British Empire. The incident shattered this illusion, proving that rights were conditional upon race.

• The Catalyst for Radicalization: The inhumane treatment of passengers (denial of food/water for two months) and the subsequent 
firing by British police at Budge Budge (killing 20) transformed the incident from a migration issue into a revolutionary flashpoint.

• Globalized Resistance: The incident demonstrated the burgeoning solidarity among the Indian diaspora, as seen through the efforts 
of the Shore Committee and the subsequent rise of the Ghadar movement.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1907-1908: Growing Xenophobia: Anti-Asian riots in Vancouver led to the creation of the "Continuous Journey Regulation," 
specifically designed to block Indian immigration.

• April-May 1914: The Voyage: Gurdit Singh chartered the Japanese ship Komagata Maru to challenge these laws, sailing from 
Hong Kong to Vancouver.

• May-July 1914: The Standoff: Only 24 passengers were allowed to disembark. A two-month blockade ensued, ending with the 
ship being forced out of Canadian waters under the threat of naval force.

• September 1914: The Massacre: Upon returning to Budge Budge, Bengal, a riot broke out when police tried to force passengers 
onto a train to Punjab; 20 were killed and many, including Gurdit Singh, fled into hiding.

• Modern Day: Apology: In 2016, the Canadian government formally apologized in the House of Commons for the incident, 
recognizing its racist foundations.

• Way Forward

• Inclusive Migration Policies: Modern nations must ensure immigration laws are transparent and free from hidden racial or ethnic 
biases.

• Strengthening Diaspora Engagement: The Indian government should continue to engage with the diaspora to document and 
honor these historical struggles.

• Global Human Rights Frameworks: Strengthening international maritime laws to ensure that no migrant vessel is ever denied 
basic humanitarian aid (food, water, medicine) regardless of legal status.

• All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• UPSC Mains 2011: "The Ghadar Party was a revolutionary organization... Discuss its role in the Indian freedom struggle."

• UPSC Prelims 2015: "Who among the following was the founder of the Ghadar Party?" (Focus on the movement triggered by the 
incident).

• UPSC Mains 2014: "The Komagata Maru incident was a turning point in the Indian national movement. Comment."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Electronic Voting Machine (EVM): A microprocessor-based device used to record votes electronically. It consists of a Control 
Unit (used by the polling officer) and a Balloting Unit (used by the voter).

• Strongroom: A highly secure, specialized warehouse where EVMs are stored before and after polling. It acts as a "fortress" for 
democracy, designed to be tamper-proof with specific physical and security protocols.

• Randomization: A process conducted in the presence of political party representatives where EVMs are randomly assigned to 
constituencies and then to polling stations to ensure no one can predict which machine goes where.

• Returning Officer (RO): An officer designated by the Election Commission (usually a District Magistrate or Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate) responsible for overseeing the election in a specific constituency.

• Postal Ballot: A facility for specific voters (like service voters or those on election duty) to cast their vote by post rather than at 
a polling station.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis revolves around the inviolability of the EVM storage and transport protocol as a safeguard against electoral 
malpractice.

• Strict Storage Protocols: Before elections, EVMs are kept in DEO-controlled warehouses; once polls are underway, they move 
to constituency-specific strongrooms under 24x7 CCTV and armed guard.

• The "Double-Lock" System: Strongrooms must have a single entry/exit point with a double-lock system. The keys are split 
between the RO and Assistant RO, ensuring no single individual can gain unauthorized access.

• Transparency through Observation: Candidates and their agents are legally permitted to follow the vehicles carrying polled 
EVMs and are encouraged to keep a watch on strongrooms to build trust in the process.

• Handling Allegations: The text highlights that disputes often arise from a misunderstanding of procedures, such as confusing 
the legitimate segregation of postal ballots with "tampering" of polled EVMs.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1980s (Paper Ballot Era): Elections relied on paper ballots, which were susceptible to 
"booth capturing" and physical stuffing of ballot boxes.

• 1982 (The Debut): EVMs were first used in the Paravur Assembly Constituency in Kerala 
on an experimental basis.

• 1989 (Legal Framework): The Representation of the People Act, 1951 was amended to 
facilitate the use of EVMs.

• 2004 (Universal Adoption): EVMs were used in all 543 Parliamentary constituencies for 
the first time in the General Elections.

• 2013-Present (The VVPAT Era): Following judicial intervention, Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trails (VVPAT) were introduced to provide a physical trail for electronic votes, further 
strengthening the "Strongroom to Counting" journey.

• Way Forward

• Standardizing Digital Logs: Moving from paper logbooks to digital, time-stamped logs 
synced to a central server could prevent retrospective entries.

• Enhanced Training: Frequent workshops for polling agents of all parties to ensure they 
understand the difference between EVM handling and postal ballot handling.

• Public Awareness: The EC should release short, animated clips of the "Strongroom 
Protocol" before every election to de-mystify the process for the general public.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2017 (GS-2): "To enhance the quality of democracy in India the Election 
Commission of India has proposed electoral reforms in 2016. What are the suggested 
reforms and how far are they significant to make democracy successful?"

• UPSC 2020 (GS-2): "In the light of recent controversies regarding the use of Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVM), what are the challenges before the Election Commission of India to 
ensure the trustworthiness of elections in India?"







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Fragile Five: A term coined by Morgan Stanley in 2013 to identify emerging economies (India, Brazil, Indonesia, South 
Africa, and Turkey) that had become too dependent on unreliable foreign investment to finance their growth.

• Quantitative Easing (QE): A monetary policy where a central bank (like the US Fed) purchases longer-term securities from 
the open market to increase the money supply and encourage lending and investment.

• Current Account Deficit (CAD): This occurs when the total value of goods and services a country imports exceeds the total 
value of goods and services it exports. It represents a net outflow of domestic currency.

• Capital Account Deficit: This happens when the net flow of investment capital out of a country (Indians investing abroad) is 
greater than the flow of investment into the country (foreigners investing in India).

• Balance of Payments (BoP): A statement of all transactions made between entities in one country and the rest of the 
world. It includes the Current Account and the Capital Account.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Rupee's Sharp Decline: At the start of 2026, the Rupee hit an all-time low of ₹95.33 per Dollar, representing a 12% 
drop in 12 months—a volatility far exceeding the usual 3-4% annual decline.

• Parallel to 2013: The current slide mirrors the 2013 crisis when the Rupee fell 12% in just a few months following the US 
Fed’s signal to roll back QE (the "Taper Tantrum").

• The Twin Deficit Problem: India's current vulnerability stems from running deficits in both the Current Account (trade) and 
Capital Account (investment), meaning more money is leaving the country than entering.

• Structural Manufacturing Issues: A core argument is that India’s inability to become a manufacturing powerhouse has 
prevented it from displacing competitors like China or Vietnam, keeping the trade deficit high.

• FDI Reversal: Uniquely, even Net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has turned negative recently, suggesting that instead of 
building factories in India, capital is being moved to other nations.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1991: India operated under a fixed exchange rate regime with high protectionism, leading to the 1991 BoP crisis.

• Post-1991 Reforms: Transitioned to a "managed float" system where market forces determine the Rupee's value, but the 
RBI intervenes to curb excessive volatility.

• The 2013 "Fragile Five" Moment: The US Fed signaled an end to cheap money (QE), causing mass capital flight from India 
and a sharp Rupee depreciation.

• 2014–2024: A period of relative stability where India moved from "Fragile Five" to one of the world's top five economies.

• 2025–2026 Crisis: A return to significant depreciation (12% in FY26) despite the larger size of the economy, driven by 
renewed trade imbalances and capital outflows.

• Way Forward

• Manufacturing Overhaul: Beyond subsidies, India must improve "ease of doing business" at the state level to compete 
with Vietnam and China.

• Export Diversification: Move away from traditional sectors to high-value services and specialized manufacturing to 
insulate against anaemic global demand.

• Attracting Long-term FDI: Policy stability is essential to reverse the trend of capital flight and ensure that "Net FDI" 
returns to positive territory.

• Rupee Internationalization: Gradually encouraging the use of Rupee in bilateral trade (like with Russia or UAE) to reduce 
the absolute dependence on the US Dollar.

• All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• Mains 2023 (GS3): "Explain the difference between computing methodology of India’s GDP before the year 2015 and after 
the year 2015." (Relevant to the debate on India's GDP rank).

• Mains 2013 (GS3): "Examine the impact of the liberalization of the Indian economy on the Balance of Payments."

• Prelims 2022: A question on the effects of "Quantitative Easing" by the US Federal Reserve on the Indian economy.

• Prelims 2019: Question regarding the components of the "Current Account" and "Capital Account."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Expected Credit Loss (ECL): A forward-looking approach where banks estimate potential future losses on a loan from the day it is issued, rather than 
waiting for a default to occur.

• Provisioning: The act of setting aside a portion of profits to cover potential losses from loans that might not be repaid.

• Non-Performing Asset (NPA): A loan or advance where interest or installment of principal remains overdue for a period of 90 days.

• Common Equity Tier-1 (CET1) Ratio: A component of Tier 1 capital that comprises mostly common stock held by a bank; it is a key measure of a 
bank's solvency and ability to withstand financial stress.

• IFRS-9: International Financial Reporting Standards 9, a global accounting standard that replaced the old "incurred loss" model with the ECL model 
following the 2008 financial crisis.

• Basis Points (bps): A unit of measure for interest rates and other percentages in finance. One basis point is equal to 1/100th of 1% (0.01%).

• Standard Asset: A loan where the borrower is making regular payments and there is no "default" or "stress" detected.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis revolves around the RBI's mandate for banks to shift to the Expected Credit Loss (ECL) framework by April 2027.

• Shift in Methodology: Moving from a "reactive" model (provisioning after default) to a "proactive" model (provisioning based on probability of 
default).

• Three-Stage Classification:

• Stage 1: Low credit risk; 12-month ECL provisioned.

• Stage 2: Significant increase in credit risk; lifetime ECL provisioned.

• Stage 3: Default/Objective evidence of impairment; lifetime ECL provisioned.

• Borrower vs. Account Level: Previously, a customer could have one "bad" account and one "good" account. Now, if one loan goes bad, the entire 
borrower is tagged as NPA.

• Financial Impact: CRISIL estimates a short-term hit of 120 bps to the CET-1 capital. This is a "one-time" transition cost that might temporarily dampen 
Profit After Tax (PAT).



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1990s: Indian banks followed conservative but often opaque accounting. Provisioning was often 
discretionary.

• Narasimham Committee (1991 & 1998): Introduced the concept of Income Recognition and Asset Classification 
(IRAC) norms, bringing the 90-day NPA rule.

• 2008 Global Financial Crisis: Revealed that the "incurred loss" model was "too little, too late." This led to the 
creation of IFRS-9 globally.

• 2015-2018 (AQR): RBI’s Asset Quality Review (AQR) forced banks to recognize "hidden" NPAs, leading to a 
massive spike in reported bad loans and the "Twin Balance Sheet" crisis.

• 2023-Present: RBI releases discussion papers on ECL to align Indian banks (Indian Accounting Standards or Ind-
AS) with global norms.

• Way Forward

• Phased Implementation: The 2027 deadline is prudent, allowing banks to build capital buffers gradually.

• Capacity Building: RBI should assist smaller Co-operative and Regional Rural Banks in developing ECL models.

• Counter-cyclical Buffers: To prevent a credit crunch during downturns, the RBI could allow some flexibility in 
provisioning during economic stress.

• Credit Registry Expansion: Strengthening the Public Credit Registry (PCR) to provide banks with real-time, holistic 
data on borrower behavior across all institutions.

• All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• Mains (2018, GS3): "The Policy of 'Asset Quality Review' (AQR) has changed the way banks report NPAs. Discuss."

• Mains (2019, GS3): "Enumerate the causes for the rise of NPAs in India. How do the new RBI norms help in 
resolving this?"

• Prelims (2017): Question on the "Capital Adequacy Ratio" and its importance.

• Prelims (2020): Question regarding the "Ind-AS" implementation and its impact on corporate reporting.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• El Niño: A climate pattern involving the unusual warming of surface waters in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. In the Indian context,
it is strongly correlated with suppressed monsoon rainfall and higher-than-average temperatures.

• Peak Demand: The maximum electrical power load required by the national grid at a specific point in time. Meeting this requires 
"Peaking Power" plants that can ramp up production quickly.

• Thermal Power: Electricity generated using heat, primarily from burning fossil fuels like coal. It provides the "baseload" power in 
India due to its 24/7 availability.

• Installed Capacity vs. Generation: Installed capacity is the maximum potential output of all power plants (GW). Generation is the 
actual electricity produced over time (MWh). Solar has high capacity but lower generation due to its intermittent nature.

• Grid Stability: The balance between electricity supply and demand. If solar produces too much power when demand is low, it can 
destabilize the grid frequency, leading to "curtailment" (purposely reducing output).

• Gigawatt (GW): A unit of power equal to one billion watts. For perspective, 1 GW can power roughly 750,000 households in a 
developing economy context.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Dual Reliance Strategy: India is currently navigating a transition phase where it must simultaneously expand solar capacity for 
long-term goals while relying on coal-fired thermal plants for short-term reliability during extreme weather.

• Solar Growth vs. Real-time Utility: While solar capacity additions reached a record 44.61 GW in FY 2025-26, its contribution to actual 
peak demand remains disproportionately low (21.5%) compared to its installed base, primarily because peak demand often occurs
during evening hours when the sun is not shining.

• Coal as a Safety Net: Despite global pressure to decarbonize, coal remains the backbone of Indian energy security, accounting for 
nearly 67% of generation during peak surges. The current stock of 200 million tonnes acts as a strategic buffer against El Niño-induced 
heatwaves.

• The Storage Bottleneck: The primary argument for the continued dominance of coal is the lack of "Round-the-Clock" (RTC) renewable 
energy, which is currently hindered by the high cost and slow deployment of Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence to 1970s: Energy was largely localized and coal-dependent. The 
1970s oil shocks forced India to prioritize domestic coal production for energy 
independence.

• The 1990s Reforms: Liberalization allowed private players into power generation. 
However, the focus remained on thermal power to fuel rapid industrialization.

• 2015 Paris Agreement: A pivotal shift where India committed to achieving 40% non-
fossil fuel installed capacity by 2030 (a goal achieved ahead of schedule).

• The Solar Revolution (2014-Present): The launch of the International Solar Alliance and 
the National Solar Mission catapulted India into the top 5 global solar producers.

• Present Day (2025-26): We are in the "Integration Era," where the challenge has shifted 
from simply adding capacity to managing a complex, hybrid grid that can withstand climate-
induced demand spikes.

• Way Forward
• Accelerating BESS: Provide "Viability Gap Funding" (VGF) for large-scale battery storage 
to stop solar curtailment.
• Pumped Hydro Storage (PHS): Utilize India’s mountainous terrain to create "natural 
batteries" that can store excess solar power during the day.
• Demand-Side Management: Encourage industries to shift their heavy operations to 
daytime hours when solar generation is at its peak.
• Modernizing DISCOMs: Fixing the financial health of power distributors is essential for 
upgrading the "last mile" of the smart grid.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
• Mains (2022, GS 3): "Examine the main problems of the coal sector in India."
• Mains (2020, GS 3): "Describe the benefits of deriving electric energy from sunlight in 
contrast to the conventional energy generation."
• Prelims (2023): Questions on the "International Solar Alliance" and "Green Hydrogen 
Mission."
• Mains (2017, GS 1): "How does the El Niño phenomenon influence the Indian 
monsoon?"







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Overseas Citizen of India (OCI): A category of immigration status that allows foreign citizens of Indian 
origin to live and work in India indefinitely. 

• Example: A tech professional in Silicon Valley who is a US citizen but holds an OCI card to travel to India 
without a visa.

• e-OCI (Electronic OCI): A digital version of the OCI registration. It serves as a paperless identity document 
stored in the government’s digital registry. 

• Proviso: A condition or qualification attached to an agreement or law. 

• Renunciation: The formal act of giving up a status or right. Under the new rules, this process is now 
entirely digital via Form XXXI. 

• Fast Track Immigration Programme (FTIP): A government initiative to speed up the immigration clearance 
process for pre-verified travelers using biometric data. 

• Section 7A & 15A: Legal provisions under the Citizenship Act, 1955. Section 7A deals with OCI 
registration, while 15A pertains to the review of decisions regarding citizenship. 

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Digital Transformation: The core thesis is the modernization of administrative sovereignty. By mandating 
online applications via the https://ociservices.gov.in portal, the government aims to eliminate physical 
paperwork and the requirement of "duplicate" submissions.

• Strict Non-Recognition of Dual Passport for Minors: The government has introduced a specific proviso: a 
minor cannot hold a foreign passport while simultaneously holding an Indian passport. This reinforces the 
constitutional principle of single citizenship. 

• Biometric Integration: The rules now explicitly integrate biometric collection with the Fast Track 
Immigration Programme, effectively merging security vetting with traveler convenience. 

• Judicial Fairness & Redressal: A substantive addition is the "Right to be Heard." If an application is 
rejected, the review is handled by an authority "one rank higher," ensuring a check on administrative 
arbitrariness. 

https://ociservices.gov.in/


• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1950: The Constitution of India (Articles 5-11) established the principle of Single Citizenship.

• 1955: The Citizenship Act was passed to provide for the acquisition and termination of citizenship. 

• 2003/2005: Based on the L.M. Singhvi Committee recommendations, the OCI scheme was introduced to fulfill the 
diaspora's demand for "dual citizenship" without granting political rights. 

• 2009: The Citizenship Rules, 2009 were notified to streamline the 1955 Act's implementation.

• 2015: The PIO (Person of Indian Origin) and OCI schemes were merged into a single OCI category. 

• 2026: The current amendment introduces a "Digital First" approach and closes legal loopholes regarding minor 
passports. 

• Way Forward
• Data Security: Ensure the ociservices.gov.in portal is fortified against cyber-attacks to protect sensitive biometric data.
• Global Awareness: Indian consulates should run awareness campaigns to explain the new "Minor Passport" rule to avoid 
accidental legal violations by parents.
• Hybrid Support: Maintain "Help Desks" at consulates for those who might struggle with the digital transition during the 
initial phase.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC Prelims 2021: With reference to India, consider the following statements: 1. There is only one citizenship and one 
domicile... (Citizenship basics). 

• UPSC Mains 2017 (GS2): 'Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of America and 
European countries.' Comment with examples.

• UPSC Mains 2020 (GS2): 'The concept of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) is not dual citizenship.' Discuss.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Enforcement Directorate (ED): A specialized financial investigation agency under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance. It enforces the 
PMLA and FEMA.

• Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002: The primary law in India to prevent money laundering. It allows for the confiscation of property 
derived from money-laundering.

• Money Laundering: The process of making large amounts of money generated by criminal activity appear to have come from a legitimate source. 
Example: Funneling "black money" through a series of shell companies to make it look like business profit.

• Hawala: An informal method of transferring money without any physical currency actually moving. it relies on a network of brokers and is often 
used to bypass banking regulations.

• Benami Property: An asset or property that is settled or transferred to one person but is held and paid for by another person.

• Fugitive Economic Offenders Act (FEOA), 2018: Law aimed at deterring economic offenders from evading the process of Indian law by remaining 
outside the jurisdiction of Indian courts.

• Terror Financing: The act of providing funds for terrorist activities. This is often linked to money laundering as the source of funds is hidden.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Empowerment vs. Targeting: The core argument is that the increased powers of the ED are a functional necessity to combat sophisticated financial 
crimes (terror funding, corporate fraud) rather than a tool for political targeting.

• National Interest and Economic Health: Financial crimes are described as a "cancer." Strengthening the ED is framed as a "tough decision" 
necessary for national economic security.

• The "Ecosystem" of Critique: There is a narrative that opposition to ED's powers stems from an "unsettled ecosystem" that views every solution as a 
problem, rather than focusing on the legislative intent of the PMLA.

• Restitution of Assets: A significant data-driven argument is the restoration of assets. While ₹2.36 lakh crore has been attached, a specific success 
metric highlighted is the return of over ₹63,000 crore to rightful claimants, indicating a shift from just "seizing" to "redressing."

• Scale of Offences: The rise in banking scams and misappropriation of common citizens' money justified the legislative shift from "mild measures" to 
"stringent enforcement."



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1956: The "Enforcement Unit" was formed in the Department of Economic Affairs to handle Exchange Control Laws violations 
under the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA), 1947.

• 1957: Renamed as the Enforcement Directorate.

• 1960: Administrative control transferred to the Department of Revenue.

• The FERA to FEMA Shift (1999): FERA was seen as too draconian for a liberalizing economy. It was replaced by the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act (FEMA), making violations civil rather than criminal.

• The PMLA Era (2002/2005): In response to global pressure (FATF) and the need to curb drug money and terror funds, the PMLA 
was enacted, giving the ED criminal powers of arrest and attachment.

• Recent Amendments (2019): Significant amendments expanded the definition of "proceeds of crime" and gave the ED broader 
powers, most of which were upheld by the Supreme Court in the Vijay Madanlal Choudhary case (2022).

• Way Forward

• Specialized Courts: Increase the number of PMLA Special Courts to ensure trials are completed within a fixed timeframe (e.g., 2 
years).

• Transparency: The ED could benefit from a clearer set of guidelines (like a manual) on how it selects cases to investigate, 
reducing the "targeting" narrative.

• Forensic Upgradation: Invest in "Blockchain Forensics" and AI-driven money trail mapping to keep pace with modern criminals.

• Inter-Agency Cooperation: Strengthening the coordination between CBI, FIU (Financial Intelligence Unit), and ED to prevent 
duplication of efforts.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• 2021 (GS3): "Discuss how emerging technologies and globalization contribute to money laundering. Elaborate on measures to 
tackle the problem."

• 2022 (GS3): "The scope of the PMLA has been expanded significantly. Discuss its impact on the federal structure of India."

• Prelims (2022/2023): Questions on the mandate of the ED and the definition of Fugitive Economic Offenders.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Understanding the technical vocabulary is essential for precision in the Mains examination:

• Suspension of Operations (SoO) Pact: A ceasefire agreement between the Government of India, the State Government, and 
insurgent groups. Unlike a final peace treaty, it is a confidence-building measure where groups agree to stop violence and stay in 
designated camps in exchange for a pause in security operations against them.

• Tripartite Agreement: A formal pact involving three distinct parties. In this context, it involves the Central Government 
(MHA), the Manipur State Government, and the umbrella insurgent organizations (UPF/KNO).

• President’s Rule (Article 356): The direct rule of the Union government over a state when the constitutional machinery fails. 
The article notes the SoO was re-negotiated during such a phase in 2025.

• Kuki-Zo and Meitei: The two primary ethnic groups involved in the Manipur conflict. The Meiteis are largely valley-dwellers, 
while the Kuki-Zo groups primarily inhabit the surrounding hills.

• Ground Rules: Specific codes of conduct within an SoO pact, such as restrictions on carrying weapons outside camps, a ban 
on extortion, and the mandatory presence of cadres in designated locations.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core narrative focuses on the delicate balance between state authority and insurgent accommodation:

• Restoration of Democratic Dialogue: The primary thesis is that the return of an elected government (under Y. Khemchand 
Singh) has shifted the dialogue from purely central oversight back to a state-inclusive process.

• Relocation for Friction Reduction: A major point of agreement is the relocation of SoO camps. The government’s demand to 
move 7 out of 14 camps suggests that the proximity of armed cadres to civilian populations is a flashpoint for ethnic violence.

• Consolidation Strategy: The insurgent groups (KNO/UPF) are opting to consolidate their footprint (reducing to 12 camps). 
This suggests a defensive posture aimed at better internal command and control amidst external threats.

• Inter-Tribal Dynamics: The article highlights a shift in the conflict's complexity, noting Kuki-Zo fears regarding "Tangkhul" 
(Naga) armed groups, indicating that Manipur’s unrest is not just Meitei vs. Kuki, but involves broader ethnic fissures.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The Manipur crisis is rooted in decades of administrative and ethnic shifts:

• Pre-Independence & Integration: Manipur was a Princely State that joined the Indian Union in 1949. Integration sparked early insurgencies among those 
who sought sovereignty.

• 2008 (The SoO Genesis): The first tripartite SoO pact was signed to bring Kuki groups to the table, primarily to counter the more dominant Naga 
insurgency at the time.

• May 3, 2023: A massive trigger event occurred during a "Tribal Solidarity March," leading to large-scale ethnic violence between Meiteis and Kuki-Zo 
groups.

• 2024-2025 (Administrative Flux): The Biren Singh government’s refusal to renew the SoO in early 2024 led to a vacuum, followed by President's Rule, and 
eventually a re-negotiated pact in late 2025 under central guidance.

• 2026 (The Present): The restoration of an elected government and the formal resumption of tripartite talks mark a transition toward long-term 
stabilization.

• Way Forward

• Institutionalized Monitoring: Create a joint monitoring body including neutral civil society members to oversee SoO camp ground rules.

• Economic Integration: Shift the focus from "security talks" to "development talks"—offering vocational training to surrendered cadres.

• Truth and Reconciliation: Eventually move beyond tripartite talks to a community-led reconciliation process between Meitei and Kuki-Zo leaders.

• Border Management: Strengthen the Indo-Myanmar border to prevent the inflow of arms and illegal immigrants, which fuels local paranoia.

• Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC/APSC)

• UPSC 2023 (GS III): "The series of insurgencies in India’s Northeast have been a major challenge. Discuss the various factors and the government's 
response."

• UPSC 2018 (GS III): "The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is viewed as a cardinal subset of China’s One Belt One Road. How will it affect India’s 
security?" (Related to border security/Act East).

• APSC 2021: "Discuss the significance of the Peace Accords signed in Northeast India in the last decade."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Union Territory (UT): A type of administrative division in India, governed directly by the Central Government. Ladakh became a UT without 
a legislature on October 31, 2019, following the reorganization of Jammu and Kashmir.

• Sixth Schedule: A constitutional provision (Articles 244(2) and 275(1)) that allows for the creation of Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) 
to protect tribal culture and land. Ladakhis have been demanding this to safeguard their unique identity.

• Ladakh Scouts: An infantry regiment of the Indian Army, known as the "Snow Warriors." Composed of locals, they are specialized in 
mountain warfare and serve as the "Eyes and Ears" of the military.

• Zojila Pass: A high mountain pass connecting Srinagar and Leh. It is a lifeline for Ladakh but historically closes during winter due to heavy 
snow.

• Tathagata: A title for Gautama Buddha meaning "one who has thus gone" or "one who has thus come," signifying his enlightenment and 
role as a messenger of truth.

• Sacred Relics: Physical remains (bone, teeth, hair) of the Buddha or high monks, which hold immense spiritual and diplomatic value in 
Buddhist-majority nations.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The "First Line of Defence": The core argument is that local patriotism is as vital as military hardware. Ladakhis provide human intelligence 
and logistical support during incursions, acting as a buffer before formal military deployment.

• Development as a Solution to Unrest: The government posits that the transition to a UT was the primary cure for decades of perceived 
neglect by the erstwhile J&K state government.

• Infrastructure Quantifiable Gains: Data shows a 124% increase in road length (1,800 km to 4,040 km) and a 600% increase in budget 
allocation, suggesting that administrative autonomy leads to fiscal empowerment.

• Strategic Connectivity: Reducing the closure days of Zojila and Kargil-Zanskar roads signifies a shift toward "All-Weather Connectivity," 
crucial for both civilian life and rapid troop mobilization.

• Cultural Diplomacy: By hosting Buddha's relics, the state is leveraging Ladakh’s identity as a Buddhist hub to strengthen ties with East and 
Southeast Asia, framing Ladakh as a bridge of "Soft Power."



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1947: Ladakh was part of the Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir. It was a vital node on the Silk Route, facilitating trade between India and 
Central Asia.

• 1947–1948: Following the tribal invasion from Pakistan, the Ladakh Scouts were formed (initially as part of the J&K Militia) to defend the frontier.

• 1989: Violent protests erupted in Leh demanding Union Territory status to escape "Kashmiri hegemony." The Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
Development Council (LAHDC) was later formed in 1995 as a compromise.

• 2019: The J&K Reorganisation Act bifurcated the state, fulfilling the long-standing demand for UT status.

• 2023–2024: Emergence of "Apex Body Leh" and "Kargil Democratic Alliance" demanding Statehood and Sixth Schedule protections, highlighting 
that UT status alone did not satisfy all political aspirations.

• Way Forward

• Democratic Decentralization: Strengthening the LAHDC (Leh and Kargil) with more legislative and financial powers to mimic the benefits of the 
Sixth Schedule without its legal complexities.

• Sustainable Tourism: Implementing a "High Value, Low Volume" tourism policy to prevent the ecological collapse of the Leh valley.

• Strategic Human Resource: Recruiting more locals into the paramilitary and intelligence wings to capitalize on their "first line of defence" status.

• Climate-Smart Infra: Focus on solar-heated buildings and tunnels (like the Zojila tunnel) rather than just surface roads to ensure year-round 
functionality with minimal carbon footprint.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions (PYQs)

• 2023 (GS-3): "The critical infrastructure projects in the border areas are essential for national security. Discuss."

• 2021 (GS-2): "Analyze the impact of the reorganization of Jammu and Kashmir on the regional aspirations of the people of Ladakh."

• 2014 (GS-1): "The Himalayas are highly susceptible to landslides. Discuss the causes and suggest suitable measures of mitigation."

• 2019 (Prelims): Questions regarding the Sixth Schedule and the administration of tribal areas.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Gig Worker: A person who performs work or participates in a work arrangement and earns from such activities outside of a 
traditional employer-employee relationship. Example: A delivery partner for Swiggy or a driver for Uber.

• Platform-based Work: A work arrangement where an online platform (aggregator) uses technology to connect organizations 
or individuals with specific services or workers.

• Aggregator: A digital intermediary or marketplace for a buyer or user of a service to connect with the seller or service 
provider.

• IPGRS (Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System): A centralized digital platform used by the government to receive, 
forward, and monitor grievances from citizens.

• IDRC (Internal Dispute Resolution Committee): A mandatory internal cell within a company (aggregator) tasked with 
resolving disputes raised by workers within a specific timeframe.

• Algorithmic Management: The use of computer programmed procedures (algorithms) to coordinate labor and manage 
workers, often replacing human supervisors.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Formalization of the Informal: The core thesis is that the "invisible" gig workforce requires formal legal standing. By creating 
a portal, the state is acknowledging gig workers as stakeholders with rights, not just "partners."

• Automated Accountability: A key point is the routing of complaints directly to aggregators. This places the primary burden 
of resolution on the companies while the state retains the role of an auditor or "central facilitator."

• Data-Driven Policy Making: The collection of data on 12 lakh workers allows for "scientific structuring" of welfare. Welfare 
isn't one-size-fits-all; it must account for gender (domestic work vs. cab driving) and intensity of labor (hours worked).

• State as a Watchdog: The government isn't just providing a portal; it is monitoring the "flow of communication." This 
prevents companies from ignoring grievances, which has been a major pain point in the gig economy.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence to 1990s: Labor laws (like the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947) were designed for "brick and mortar" factories with clear employer-
employee hierarchies.

• Post-1991 Liberalization: Growth of the service sector and outsourcing. The concept of "contract labor" gained prominence, but it was still physical 
and localized.

• 2010s (The App Boom): Arrival of Uber, Ola, and Zomato. The term "Gig Economy" entered the Indian lexicon. Workers were termed "partners," 
placing them outside the ambit of traditional labor laws.

• 2020 (Code on Social Security): For the first time, the Union Government defined "gig worker" and "platform worker" in a central law, though 
implementation remained stalled.

• 2023-2024 (The Rajasthan & Karnataka Push): States began taking the lead. Rajasthan passed the first dedicated Gig Workers Act, followed by 
Karnataka’s operationalization of this grievance portal in 2026.

• Way Forward

• Universal Social Security: Transition from grievance redressal to a portable social security fund where contributions follow the worker, regardless of 
the platform they use.

• Algorithmic Transparency: Mandate that platforms explain how payouts and penalties are calculated to prevent "black box" grievances.

• Capacity Building: The government should set up "Gig-Mitra" centers to help workers use the portal.

• National Integration: The Karnataka model should be integrated with the central e-Shram portal to ensure a "One Nation, One Redressal" 
framework for mobile gig workers.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC Mains 2021 (GS 3): "Examine the role of ‘Gig Economy’ in the process of empowerment of women in India."

• UPSC Mains 2019 (GS 3): "How can the ‘Digital India’ program help farmers to improve their economy?" (Similar theme: E-governance for 
vulnerable sectors).

• UPSC Mains 2023 (GS 2): "Explain the role of the Society for Social Justice in the context of the gig economy." (Applied theme).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Understanding the technical and legal terminology is crucial for precision in UPSC answers:

• International Transshipment Terminal (ICTP): A port where cargo or containers are moved from one vessel to another while en route to their 
final destination. Example: Singapore or Colombo ports.

• Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): A government classification for tribal communities that are more vulnerable among tribal 
groups, often characterized by declining populations, low literacy, and pre-agricultural levels of technology. The Shompen and Nicobarese are key 
here.

• Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): An area of the ocean (usually 200 nautical miles from the coast) where a country has special rights regarding 
the exploration and use of marine resources.

• Jarawa & Shompen Policies (2004/2015): Specific guidelines aimed at protecting these tribes from outside interference, focusing on their 
right to say "no" to contact and ensuring their resource base remains intact.

• Compensatory Afforestation: The process of planting trees on a separate piece of land to compensate for forest land diverted for non-forest 
purposes.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The discourse surrounding the GNI project is a classic "Development vs. Environment" debate:

• Strategic Imperative: The government argues that the Great Nicobar Island is the "unsinkable aircraft carrier" of India. Its proximity to the 
Malacca Strait (a global maritime choke point) allows India to monitor naval movements and ensure maritime security.

• Economic Integration: By building a $9 billion transshipment port, India aims to capture a slice of the global shipping trade currently 
dominated by Colombo and Singapore, potentially transforming the islands into a "New Hong Kong."

• The Environmental Counter-Argument: Critics highlight that the project involves diverting nearly 130 sq. km of primary forest and potentially 
destroying coral reefs and nesting grounds for the Leatherback Sea Turtle.

• Tribal Rights: The core concern involves the Shompen tribe, who are hunter-gatherers. Opponents argue that massive infrastructure will lead 
to "culture shock" and the loss of traditional foraging grounds.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The strategic vision for the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI) has shifted significantly over decades:

• Pre-Independence: Used primarily as a penal colony (Cellular Jail). Its strategic value was recognized by the Japanese during WWII.

• 1950s–1980s: Followed a policy of "benign neglect" or "isolationism" to protect indigenous tribes and the pristine ecology.

• 2004 Tsunami: A turning point that highlighted the vulnerability of the islands but also their geological and strategic significance.

• 2015 Onwards: The "Act East Policy" and the rise of the Indo-Pacific construct led to the NITI Aayog’s "Holistic Development of Islands" 
program, culminating in the current GNI project.

• Way Forward

• De-risking through Technology: Use advanced construction methods like "piled piers" to minimize seabed disturbance.

• Tribal Sovereignty: Ensure the "Buffer Zones" around tribal reserves are not just on paper but physically sacrosanct.

• Local Inclusivity: The project must not be an "enclave"; the local Nicobarese must be the first beneficiaries of the infrastructure.

• Continuous Monitoring: Establish an independent, multi-disciplinary body to monitor ecological health in real-time.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• Mains (2017): "How do the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep Islands differ in their geological features?"

• Mains (2018): "Define Blue Economy. What is its importance for a country like India?"

• Mains (2022): "The process of empowerment of PVTGs in India is a slow process. Analyze."

• Prelims (2018): Question on the location of the "Ten Degree Channel."






