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« HISTORY

How the Komagata Maru incident 0of 1914 threw light on racism

SuanshuKhurana
New Delhi, May1

IN A recent appearance on The Tonight
ShowStarringJJintmy Rillon, popstar Diljx
Dosanjh spoke about the 1914 Komagata
Manu incident, where 376 Indian passen-
gerswere denied entry into Canadaowing
to racistimmigration rules. The passengers
had to stay on the ship for nearly two
months, eventhough they were desperate
for food, water and medical attention, be-
fore being sent back to India,

Dosanjh, who recently had a sold-out
show inVancouver’s BC Place stadium, said:
“When our people came for the firsttimeto
Canada, they didn't allow us... and that sta-
diumisjust 2km from that part... You didn
allow us to come, now we are here.”

Whatbroughtthe Komagata Maruto
Vancouver?

The Komagata Maru, also called the
Guru NanakaJahaz was aJapanese steam-
ship chartered in Hong Kong by Gurdit
Singh. It sailed to Vancouver in 1914 with

376 Indians (340Sikhs, 24 Muslims and 12
Hindus). These men — mostly farmers,
former soldiers and labourers, all dressed
in western suits to fitininCanada — were
driven by hopes of better wages tosupport
their families in the dire conditions back
home. The vessel left Hong Kong on April
4 and reached Vancouver on May 23,

Whathappened inVancouver?

After the vessel reached the Burrard
Inlet, only 24 passengers were allowed to
disembark. Canadian suthoritiescreateda
blockade for those aboard and denied food,
water and medical help. By mid-July, the
standoff became increasingly tense. On
July 19, more than hundred policemen and
officials tried to force entry into the ship,
but the passengers fought back with iron
pipes and by hurling coal. The local South
Asian community created a Shore Com-
mittee!, lad by Husain Rahim. They man-
aged to mise $20000, enough to retaincon-
trol of the ship’s charter and continue
fighting the authorities legally. However,
the ship was eventuallysent toIndia.

lll-fated
voyage

® KomagataMaru
Was a Japaness
steamship chartered
in Hong Kong by Gur-
dit Singh.

@ Itsailedto Van-
couver in Apnl 1914
with 376 Indians. But
they were denied
entry under Canada's
exclusionary immi
grationrules

® Ultimately forced
toreturn to India, the
ship reached Bengal
in September 1914.
There, police fired
upon its passengers,
killing 20

Why were passengers denied entry?

Since both India and Canada were
under British rule, the passengers con-
sidered themselves British subjects and
held that they had the right to settle within
British territories. However, a few years be-
fore this, in 1908, Canada had introduced
the "continucus joumney regulation”,

Thisregulation preventedentry to those
whodidnot “come from the country of their
birth or citizenship by acontinuous journey
and or through tickets purchased before
leaving the country oftheir birth or nation-
ality”, The regulation was thus for shipsthat
began their jourmney from countries so far
from Canada that a stopover would be
necessary.

Thisregulationcame after the Vancouver
anti-Asianriotsof 1907 fueled by the Asiatic
Exclusion League to ‘keep Canada white’,
Thismainly targeted Chinese and Japanese
immigrantsbut Indians werealsoaffected.

What happened onthe ship's return?
Afterbeingforced outof Vancouver, the
shipwasdeniedentryatother pors, includ-

ing Hong Kong and Singapore, as World
War I had begun and British authorities
were wary of the anti-colonial sentiment.

When the vessel reached Budge Budge,
onthe eastemn bankof the Hooghly, the auth-
ortiestried to put the passengersona special
train to Punjab. They refused and began to
mirch into Kolkata. The troopsopened fire,
killing 20 and injuring many. Gurdit Singh
escaped but surrendered after Mahatma
Gandhi asked him to do so as a patriot. He
was imprisoned for five years.

How did theincidentaffect the
freedom movement?

The plight of the passengers, first hu-
miliated in Canada and then fired upon
after retuming to their homeland, high-
lightedIndians’ conditionalrightsand rac-
ist treatment under the Britishempire.

It intensified calls for complete inde-
pendence rather than asking for rights
under the colonial rule. The incident also
became a mobilising force for the Ghadar
Party, which had already begun to call for
armed struggle against the British rule.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Continuous Journey Regulation (1908): A Canadian law that prohibited the entry of immigrants who did not arrive via a direct, non-
stop voyage from their country of origin. Since no shipping line offered a direct route from India to Canada at the time, this was a "de
facto" ban on Indian immigration.

* Shore Committee: An organization formed by the local South Asian community in Vancouver, led by figures like Husain Rahim, to
provide legal and financial aid to the stranded passengers.

* Budge Budge Ghat: A port near Kolkata where the ship was forced to dock upon its return to India. It became the site of a violent
clash between the returning passengers and British police.

* Ghadar Party: A revolutionary group founded by Indians in North America (primarily the US and Canada) aiming to overthrow
British rule in India through an armed uprising.

* Asiatic Exclusion League: A white supremacist organization in North America that pressured governments to implement "White
Canada" policies and restrictive immigration laws against Asians.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

» Systemic Exclusion: The article argues that the refusal to allow 376 Indian passengers (mostly Sikhs) to disembark in Vancouver was
rooted in institutional racism and the "White Canada" policy.

* The Myth of Equal Citizenship: Passengers believed that as "British subjects," they had a legal right to travel and settle anywhere
within the British Empire. The incident shattered this illusion, proving that rights were conditional upon race.

* The Catalyst for Radicalization: The inhumane treatment of passengers (denial of food/water for two months) and the subs
firing by British police at Budge Budge (killing 20) transformed the incident from a migration issue into a revolutionary flast

* Globalized Resistance: The incident demonstrated the burgeoning solidarity among the Indian diaspora, as seen thr forts
of the Shore Committee and the subsequent rise of the Ghadar movement.
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* Historical Evolution of the Issue '

* 1907-1908: Growing Xenophobia: Anti-Asian riots in Vancouver led to the creation of the "Continuous Journey Regulation,"
specifically designed to block Indian immigration.

* April-May 1914: The Voyage: Gurdit Singh chartered the Japanese ship Komagata Maru to challenge these laws, sailing from
Hong Kong to Vancouver.

* May-July 1914: The Standoff: Only 24 passengers were allowed to disembark. A two-month blockade ensued, ending with the
ship being forced out of Canadian waters under the threat of naval force.

* September 1914: The Massacre: Upon returning to Budge Budge, Bengal, a riot broke out when police tried to force passengers
onto a train to Punjab; 20 were killed and many, including Gurdit Singh, fled into hiding.

* Modern Day: Apology: In 2016, the Canadian government formally apologized in the House of Commons for the incident,
recognizing its racist foundations.

*  Way Forward

* Inclusive Migration Policies: Modern nations must ensure immigration laws are transparent and free from hidden racial or ethnic
biases.

* Strengthening Diaspora Engagement: The Indian government should continue to engage with the diaspora to document and
honor these historical struggles.

* Global Human Rights Frameworks: Strengthening international maritime laws to ensure that no migrant vessel is ever denied
basic humanitarian aid (food, water, medicine) regardless of legal status.

* All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
* UPSC Mains 2011: "The Ghadar Party was a revolutionary organization... Discuss its role in the Indian freedom struggle."

* UPSC Prelims 2015: "Who among the following was the founder of the Ghadar Party?" (Focus on the movement triggered by the
incident).

*UPSC Mains 2014: "The Komagata Maru incident was a turning point in the Indian national movement. Comment."
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Electronic Voting Machine (EVM): A microprocessor-based device used to record votes electronically. It consists of a Control
Unit (used by the polling officer) and a Balloting Unit (used by the voter).

* Strongroom: A highly secure, specialized warehouse where EVMs are stored before and after polling. It acts as a "fortress" for
democracy, designed to be tamper-proof with specific physical and security protocols.

* Randomization: A process conducted in the presence of political party representatives where EVMs are randomly assigned to
constituencies and then to polling stations to ensure no one can predict which machine goes where.

* Returning Officer (RO): An officer designated by the Election Commission (usually a District Magistrate or Sub-Divisional
Magistrate) responsible for overseeing the election in a specific constituency.

» Postal Ballot: A facility for specific voters (like service voters or those on election duty) to cast their vote by post rather than at
a polling station.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis revolves around the inviolability of the EVM storage and transport protocol as a safeguard against electoral
malpractice.

» Strict Storage Protocols: Before elections, EVMs are kept in DEO-controlled warehouses; once polls are underway, they move
to constituency-specific strongrooms under 24x7 CCTV and armed guard.

* The "Double-Lock" System: Strongrooms must have a single entry/exit point with a double-lock system. The keys are split
between the RO and Assistant RO, ensuring no single individual can gain unauthorized access.

* Transparency through Observation: Candidates and their agents are legally permitted to follow the vehicles carrying polled
EVMs and are encouraged to keep a watch on strongrooms to build trust in the process.

* Handling Allegations: The text highlights that disputes often arise from a misunderstanding of procedures, such as confusing
the legitimate segregation of postal ballots with "tampering" of polled EVMs.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1980s (Paper Ballot Era): Elections relied on paper ballots, which were susceptible to
"booth capturing" and physical stuffing of ballot boxes.

* 1982 (The Debut): EVMs were first used in the Paravur Assembly Constituency in Kerala
on an experimental basis.

* 1989 (Legal Framework): The Representation of the People Act, 1951 was amended to
facilitate the use of EVMs.

* 2004 (Universal Adoption): EVMs were used in all 543 Parliamentary constituencies for
the first time in the General Elections.

* 2013-Present (The VVPAT Era): Following judicial intervention, Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trails (VVPAT) were introduced to provide a physical trail for electronic votes, further
strengthening the "Strongroom to Counting" journey.

* Way Forward

* Standardizing Digital Logs: Moving from paper logbooks to digital, time-stamped logs
synced to a central server could prevent retrospective entries.

* Enhanced Training: Frequent workshops for polling agents of all parties to ensure they
understand the difference between EVM handling and postal ballot handling.

* Public Awareness: The EC should release short, animated clips of the "Strongroom
Protocol" before every election to de-mystify the process for the general public.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC 2017 (GS-2): "To enhance the quality of democracy in India the Election
Commission of India has proposed electoral reforms in 2016. What are the suggested
reforms and how far are they significant to make democracy successful?"

* UPSC 2020 (GS-2): "In the light of recent controversies regarding the use of Electronic
Voting Machines (EVM), what are the challenges before the Election Commission of India to
ensure the trustworthiness of elections in India?"
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Fragile Five: A term coined by Morgan Stanley in 2013 to identify emerging economies (India, Brazil, Indonesia, South
Africa, and Turkey) that had become too dependent on unreliable foreign investment to finance their growth.

* Quantitative Easing (QE): A monetary policy where a central bank (like the US Fed) purchases longer-term securities from
the open market to increase the money supply and encourage lending and investment.

* Current Account Deficit (CAD): This occurs when the total value of goods and services a country imports exceeds the total
value of goods and services it exports. It represents a net outflow of domestic currency.

» Capital Account Deficit: This happens when the net flow of investment capital out of a country (Indians investing abroad) is
greater than the flow of investment into the country (foreigners investing in India).

* Balance of Payments (BoP): A statement of all transactions made between entities in one country and the rest of the
world. It includes the Current Account and the Capital Account.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Rupee's Sharp Decline: At the start of 2026, the Rupee hit an all-time low of X95.33 per Dollar, representing a 12%
drop in 12 months—a volatility far exceeding the usual 3-4% annual decline.

* Parallel to 2013: The current slide mirrors the 2013 crisis when the Rupee fell 12% in just a few months following the US
Fed’s signal to roll back QE (the "Taper Tantrum").

* The Twin Deficit Problem: India's current vulnerability stems from running deficits in both the Current Account (trade) and
Capital Account (investment), meaning more money is leaving the country than entering.

* Structural Manufacturing Issues: A core argument is that India’s inability to become a manufacturing powerhous
prevented it from displacing competitors like China or Vietnam, keeping the trade deficit high.

* FDI Reversal: Uniquely, even Net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has turned negative recently, suggesting J of
building factories in India, capital is being moved to other nations.



» Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Pre-1991: India operated under a fixed exchange rate regime with high protectionism, leading to the 1991 BoP crisis.

* Post-1991 Reforms: Transitioned to a "managed float" system where market forces determine the Rupee's value, but the
RBI intervenes to curb excessive volatility.

* The 2013 "Fragile Five" Moment: The US Fed signaled an end to cheap money (QE), causing mass capital flight from India
and a sharp Rupee depreciation.

e 2014-2024: A period of relative stability where India moved from "Fragile Five" to one of the world's top five economies.

e 2025-2026 Crisis: A return to significant depreciation (12% in FY26) despite the larger size of the economy, driven by
renewed trade imbalances and capital outflows.

* Way Forward

* Manufacturing Overhaul: Beyond subsidies, India must improve "ease of doing business" at the state level to compete
with Vietnam and China.

* Export Diversification: Move away from traditional sectors to high-value services and specialized manufacturing to
insulate against anaemic global demand.

* Attracting Long-term FDI: Policy stability is essential to reverse the trend of capital flight and ensure that "Net FDI"
returns to positive territory.

* Rupee Internationalization: Gradually encouraging the use of Rupee in bilateral trade (like with Russia or UAE) to reduce
the absolute dependence on the US Dollar.

e All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Mains 2023 (GS3): "Explain the difference between computing methodology of India’s GDP before the year 2015 and after
the year 2015." (Relevant to the debate on India's GDP rank).

* Mains 2013 (GS3): "Examine the impact of the liberalization of the Indian economy on the Balance of Payments."
* Prelims 2022: A question on the effects of "Quantitative Easing" by the US Federal Reserve on the Indian economy.

* Prelims 2019: Question regarding the components of the "Current Account" and "Capital Account."
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Expected Credit Loss (ECL): A forward-looking approach where banks estimate potential future losses on a loan from the day it is issued, rather than
waiting for a default to occur.

* Provisioning: The act of setting aside a portion of profits to cover potential losses from loans that might not be repaid.
* Non-Performing Asset (NPA): A loan or advance where interest or installment of principal remains overdue for a period of 90 days.

*  Common Equity Tier-1 (CET1) Ratio: A component of Tier 1 capital that comprises mostly common stock held by a bank; it is a key measure of a
bank's solvency and ability to withstand financial stress.

* |FRS-9: International Financial Reporting Standards 9, a global accounting standard that replaced the old "incurred loss" model with the ECL model
following the 2008 financial crisis.

* Basis Points (bps): A unit of measure for interest rates and other percentages in finance. One basis point is equal to 1/100th of 1% (0.01%).

Standard Asset: A loan where the borrower is making regular payments and there is no "default" or "stress" detected.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

The core thesis revolves around the RBI's mandate for banks to shift to the Expected Credit Loss (ECL) framework by April 2027.

Shift in Methodology: Moving from a "reactive" model (provisioning after default) to a "proactive" model (provisioning based on probability of
default).

* Three-Stage Classification:
* Stage 1: Low credit risk; 12-month ECL provisioned.
* Stage 2: Significant increase in credit risk; lifetime ECL provisioned.
» Stage 3: Default/Objective evidence of impairment; lifetime ECL provisioned.

* Borrower vs. Account Level: Previously, a customer could have one "bad" account and one "good" account. Now, if one loan goes bad, the entire
borrower is tagged as NPA.

* Financial Impact: CRISIL estimates a short-term hit of 120 bps to the CET-1 capital. This is a "one-time" transition cost that might temporarily dampen
Profit After Tax (PAT).



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1990s: Indian banks followed conservative but often opaque accounting. Provisioning was often
discretionary.

* Narasimham Committee (1991 & 1998): Introduced the concept of Income Recognition and Asset Classification
(IRAC) norms, bringing the 90-day NPA rule.

* 2008 Global Financial Crisis: Revealed that the "incurred loss" model was "too little, too late." This led to the
creation of IFRS-9 globally.

e 2015-2018 (AQR): RBI’s Asset Quality Review (AQR) forced banks to recognize "hidden" NPAs, leading to a
massive spike in reported bad loans and the "Twin Balance Sheet" crisis.

* 2023-Present: RBI releases discussion papers on ECL to align Indian banks (Indian Accounting Standards or Ind-
AS) with global norms.

Way Forward

Phased Implementation: The 2027 deadline is prudent, allowing banks to build capital buffers gradually.
* Capacity Building: RBI should assist smaller Co-operative and Regional Rural Banks in developing ECL models.

* Counter-cyclical Buffers: To prevent a credit crunch during downturns, the RBI could allow some flexibility in
provisioning during economic stress.

* Credit Registry Expansion: Strengthening the Public Credit Registry (PCR) to provide banks with real-time, holistic
data on borrower behavior across all institutions.

* All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
* Mains (2018, GS3): "The Policy of 'Asset Quality Review' (AQR) has changed the way banks report NPAs. Discuss."

* Mains (2019, GS3): "Enumerate the causes for the rise of NPAs in India. How do the new RBI norms help in
resolving this?"

* Prelims (2017): Question on the "Capital Adequacy Ratio" and its importance.

* Prelims (2020): Question regarding the "Ind-AS" implementation and its impact on corporate reporting.
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India to tap augmented solar capacity, coal
to weather EI Nino, summer power demand

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Amidst expectations of
further increase in energy
demand with peak sum-
mers approaching and an
El Nimo im sight, India
could be looking at meet-
ing its increased power re-
quirements from the tradi-
thonal coal-powered
thermal plants and awg-
mentid solar plants,

In fact, when the coun-
try scaled its peak demand
of 256.]1 ghgawatts on April
25, thermal plants nearly
retained its dominant posi-
tion accounting for 66.9%
of the generation, while so-
lar augmiented its position
tor account for 20.5% of the
power generated.

The augmented solar ca-
pacity and traditional ther-
mal plants are of pivotal
importance in the dual pa-
radigm of peak summers
and El Nino effects.

Renewable growth

during the

30105, 224 | 50
09-01-203%6 | 245
2042006 | 22
25-04-2036 | 256

Although, speaking to
The Hindu, highly placed
government officials said
the country was in a stable
position  with - adequate
supplies of coal to meet a
potential increase in power
demand.

While the historical data
assessing contribution of
each of the power sources
could not be traced, for
conext, an average contri-
bastion of each of the soure-
&5 through the day indi-
cates solar EMETEY
accounted for about §.9%
of power generated on the

Solar contribution reaches new highs amid rising peak demand

{coeTtribution to bkl

dhary | YY) daily peneration in )

a2l (T 437 {7.4%)
ABE (0.4%) | 274 {5%)
665 (11%) 199 (1%}
GOT {1055} | 156 {2.5%|

day of peak power demand

im 2025, 7.3% in 2024,
about 6% in 2023 and
5.63% in 2022, Thouwgh s0-
lar power makes up about
0% of India’s installed
powir capacity at present,
it cannot be fully urilised
e 1o limited battery stor-
age. In fact, solar power is
frequenty  curtailed  to
keep the grid stable.
Manoj Kumar, India
Analyst at the Centre for
Research on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA) =says:
“With stronger transmis-
sion networks, more flexi-

T

Wind generation® Total
[coatribortion te Eotal
daily peneration in )

ble grid operations, and
faster battery deployvment,
a larger share of evening
and night-time demand
can also be met through
non-fossil sources,”
Essential to note here
that India added a record
44,61 gigawaits of solar ca-
pacity in the fscal year
202526, which was more
than the double it had ad-
ded in the preceding Rscal.

Huotter months ahead

On Friday, the India Mete-
orological  Department
said El Nino conditions -

which usually ranslate 1o
weak monsoson rains and
therefore longer dry spells
- are likely to prevail dur-
ing most of the monseon
months from June o Sep-
tember. Temperatures in
My, broadly, would be less
gearing with more rain
than what is usual for May
expected over most parts
except eastern India. Guja-
rat, Maharashira, coastal
Odisha, West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh and Hima-
tayan foothills are likely 1o
see more tham its usual

share of "heatwave” days,

Ample coal stocks

India has approximately
200 million tonnes of coal
stocks as on date, thus,
with approximately 2.3-2.4
million tonnes being util-
ised  daily by thermal
plants, the stocks would
suffice for more than 83
days, a highly placed go-
vernment official wld The
Hindu.

N\



* Key Terms and Explanations

* El Niho: A climate pattern involving the unusual warming of surface waters in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. In the Indian context,
it is strongly correlated with suppressed monsoon rainfall and higher-than-average temperatures.

* Peak Demand: The maximum electrical power load required by the national grid at a specific point in time. Meeting this requires
"Peaking Power" plants that can ramp up production quickly.

 Thermal Power: Electricity generated using heat, primarily from burning fossil fuels like coal. It provides the "baseload" power in
India due to its 24/7 availability.

* Installed Capacity vs. Generation: Installed capacity is the maximum potential output of all power plants (GW). Generation is the
actual electricity produced over time (MWh). Solar has high capacity but lower generation due to its intermittent nature.

* Grid Stability: The balance between electricity supply and demand. If solar produces too much power when demand is low, it can
destabilize the grid frequency, leading to "curtailment"” (purposely reducing output).

* Gigawatt (GW): A unit of power equal to one billion watts. For perspective, 1 GW can power roughly 750,000 households in a
developing economy context.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Dual Reliance Strategy: India is currently navigating a transition phase where it must simultaneously expand solar capacity for
long-term goals while relying on coal-fired thermal plants for short-term reliability during extreme weather.

* Solar Growth vs. Real-time Utility: While solar capacity additions reached a record 44.61 GW in FY 2025-26, its contribution to actual
peak demand remains disproportionately low (21.5%) compared to its installed base, primarily because peak demand often occurs
during evening hours when the sun is not shining.

* Coal as a Safety Net: Despite global pressure to decarbonize, coal remains the backbone of Indian energy security, accounting for
nearly 67% of generation during peak surges. The current stock of 200 million tonnes acts as a strategic buffer against El Nifio-induced
heatwaves.

* The Storage Bottleneck: The primary argument for the continued dominance of coal is the lack of "Round-the-Clock" (RTC) renewable
energy, which is currently hindered by the high cost and slow deployment of Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).



fossil fuel installed capacity by 2030 (a goal achieved ahead of schedule).

* The Solar Revolution (2014-Present): The launch of the International Solar Alliance and
the National Solar Mission catapulted India into the top 5 global solar producers.

* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Pre-Independence to 1970s: Energy was largely localized and coal-dependent. The
1970s oil shocks forced India to prioritize domestic coal production for energy
independence.
* The 1990s Reforms: Liberalization allowed private players into power generation.
However, the focus remained on thermal power to fuel rapid industrialization.
* 2015 Paris Agreement: A pivotal shift where India committed to achieving 40% non-
* Present Day (2025-26): We are in the "Integration Era," where the challenge has shifted

from simply adding capacity to managing a complex, hybrid grid that can withstand climate-

induced demand spikes.

* Way Forward

* Accelerating BESS: Provide "Viability Gap Funding" (VGF) for large-scale battery storage

to stop solar curtailment.

* Pumped Hydro Storage (PHS): Utilize India’s mountainous terrain to create "natural

batteries" that can store excess solar power during the day. oD

* Demand-Side Management: Encourage industries to shift their heavy operations to \
daytime hours when solar generation is at its peak.

* Modernizing DISCOMs: Fixing the financial health of power distributors is essential for \
upgrading the "last mile" of the smart grid.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Mains (2022, GS 3): "Examine the main problems of the coal sector in India."

* Mains (2020, GS 3): "Describe the benefits of deriving electric energy from sunlight in
contrast to the conventional energy generation."

* Prelims (2023): Questions on the "International Solar Alliance" and "Green Hydrogen
Mission."

* Mains (2017, GS 1): "How does the El Nifio phenomenon influence the Indian
monsoon?"
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Changes to
Citizenship
Rules notified
by Centre

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHE

The Union Home Ministry
Tl Thursday notified
changes to the Citizenship
Rules, 2009, introducing a
digital shift across various
processes for Overseas Citi-
zen of India (OCID cardhol-
ders and citizenship
applications.

In a gazette notification
published on Thursday,
the government has added
a specific proviso for citi-
zenship applicants  that
“the minor child cannot at
any time hold the passport
of any other country while
also holding the Indian
passport™.

The Citizenship Rules,
20009, allowed a person to
submit an application for
the registration of the birth
of his minor child born
outside India to the Indian
consulate in the country
where the child was born,
together with a declaration
that the child does not
hold a passport of any oth-
er Country.

The changes, known as
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Rules, 2026, intro-
duce a slew of online initia-
tives for OCI cardholders,
including a digital applica-
tion and renunciation pro-
cess through an official
portal,
https: fociservices. gov.in.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Overseas Citizen of India (OCI): A category of immigration status that allows foreign citizens of Indian
origin to live and work in India indefinitely.

* Example: A tech professional in Silicon Valley who is a US citizen but holds an OCI card to travel to India
without a visa.

* e-0CI (Electronic OCI): A digital version of the OCI registration. It serves as a paperless identity document
stored in the government’s digital registry.

* Proviso: A condition or qualification attached to an agreement or law.

* Renunciation: The formal act of giving up a status or right. Under the new rules, this process is now
entirely digital via Form XXXI.

* Fast Track Immigration Programme (FTIP): A government initiative to speed up the immigration clearance
process for pre-verified travelers using biometric data.

* Section 7A & 15A: Legal provisions under the Citizenship Act, 1955. Section 7A deals with OCI
registration, while 15A pertains to the review of decisions regarding citizenship.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Digital Transformation: The core thesis is the modernization of administrative sovereignty. By mandating
online applications via the https://ociservices.gov.in portal, the government aims to eliminate physical
paperwork and the requirement of "duplicate" submissions.

* Strict Non-Recognition of Dual Passport for Minors: The government has introduced a specific proviso: a
minor cannot hold a foreign passport while simultaneously holding an Indian passport. This reinforces the
constitutional principle of single citizenship.

* Biometric Integration: The rules now explicitly integrate biometric collection with the Fast Track
Immigration Programme, effectively merging security vetting with traveler convenience.

* Judicial Fairness & Redressal: A substantive addition is the "Right to be Heard." If an application is
rejected, the review is handled by an authority "one rank higher," ensuring a check on administrative
arbitrariness.


https://ociservices.gov.in/

N

* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* 1950: The Constitution of India (Articles 5-11) established the principle of Single Citizenship.
* 1955: The Citizenship Act was passed to provide for the acquisition and termination of citizenship.

* 2003/2005: Based on the L.M. Singhvi Committee recommendations, the OCl scheme was introduced to fulfill the
diaspora's demand for "dual citizenship" without granting political rights.

* 2009: The Citizenship Rules, 2009 were notified to streamline the 1955 Act's implementation.
* 2015: The PIO (Person of Indian Origin) and OCI schemes were merged into a single OCI category.

* 2026: The current amendment introduces a "Digital First" approach and closes legal loopholes regarding minor
passports.

*  Way Forward

* Data Security: Ensure the ociservices.gov.in portal is fortified against cyber-attacks to protect sensitive biometric data.

* Global Awareness: Indian consulates should run awareness campaigns to explain the new "Minor Passport" rule to avoid
accidental legal violations by parents.

* Hybrid Support: Maintain "Help Desks" at consulates for those who might struggle with the digital transition during the
initial phase.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Prelims 2021: With reference to India, consider the following statements: 1. There is only one citizenship and one
domicile... (Citizenship basics).

* UPSC Mains 2017 (GS2): 'Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of America and
European countries." Comment with examples.

* UPSC Mains 2020 (GS2): 'The concept of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) is not dual citizenship.' Discuss.

S
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Govt. empowered ED to fight financial
crimes; not to target anyone: Minister

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
on Friday said that under
the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led government,
the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has been vested
with the powers necessary
to effectively combat finan-
cial crimes and terror
funding, not to target
anyone.

“There exists an ecosys-
tem in the country that
finds problems in every so-
lution and criticises every
action. Ever since Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as-
sumed office in 2014 and
started taking tough deci-
sions in the national inter-
est, this ecosystem has
been unsettled. Such crit-
ics often claim that exces-
sive powers have been gi-

MoS Finance Pankaj Chaudhary, right, with ED Director Rahul Navin
at the Enforcement Day celebration in New Delhi on Friday. P11

ven to the Enforcement
Directorate, but they only
present half the truth”
said Mr. Chaudhary at the
70" Enforcement Day
event.

Crimes on the rise

“The complete truth is that
these powers have been
granted to the ED to com-

bat financial crimes, not to
target anyone. These pow-
ers became necessary be-
cause money laundering,
‘hawala’ transactions, ‘be-
nami' properties, corpo-
rate frauds, and terror fi-
nancing were on the rise,
Black money was being di-
verted abroad, banking
scams were increasing,

and the common citizen's
money was being misap-
propriated,” he said.

“Such offences are no
less than cancer for the
country, and they cannot
be curbed through mild
measures. Therefore, the
ED has been strengthened
to effectively tackle these
threats,” Mr. Chaudhary
said, while lauding the
agency for its achieve-
ments, including the at-
tachments worth 2.36
lakh crore since 2005,

Under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) and the Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act
(FEOA), criminals have so
far been deprived of pro-
perties worth ¥65,872.72
crore till March 31, 2026, of
which assets valued at
263,142 crore were res
tored to rightful claimants
till now.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Enforcement Directorate (ED): A specialized financial investigation agency under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance. It enforces the
PMLA and FEMA.

* Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002: The primary law in India to prevent money laundering. It allows for the confiscation of property
derived from money-laundering.

* Money Laundering: The process of making large amounts of money generated by criminal activity appear to have come from a legitimate source.
Example: Funneling "black money" through a series of shell companies to make it look like business profit.

* Hawala: An informal method of transferring money without any physical currency actually moving. it relies on a network of brokers and is often
used to bypass banking regulations.

* Benami Property: An asset or property that is settled or transferred to one person but is held and paid for by another person.

* Fugitive Economic Offenders Act (FEOA), 2018: Law aimed at deterring economic offenders from evading the process of Indian law by remaining
outside the jurisdiction of Indian courts.

* Terror Financing: The act of providing funds for terrorist activities. This is often linked to money laundering as the source of funds is hidden.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Empowerment vs. Targeting: The core argument is that the increased powers of the ED are a functional necessity to combat sophisticated financial
crimes (terror funding, corporate fraud) rather than a tool for political targeting.

* National Interest and Economic Health: Financial crimes are described as a "cancer." Strengthening the ED is framed as a "tough decision"
necessary for national economic security.

* The "Ecosystem" of Critique: There is a narrative that opposition to ED's powers stems from an "unsettled ecosystem" that views every solution as a
problem, rather than focusing on the legislative intent of the PMLA.

* Restitution of Assets: A significant data-driven argument is the restoration of assets. While X2.36 lakh crore has been attached, a specific success
metric highlighted is the return of over 63,000 crore to rightful claimants, indicating a shift from just "seizing" to "redressing."

* Scale of Offences: The rise in banking scams and misappropriation of common citizens' money justified the legislative shift from "mild measures" to
"stringent enforcement."



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1956: The "Enforcement Unit" was formed in the Department of Economic Affairs to handle Exchange Control Laws violations
under the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA), 1947.

* 1957: Renamed as the Enforcement Directorate.
* 1960: Administrative control transferred to the Department of Revenue.

* The FERA to FEMA Shift (1999): FERA was seen as too draconian for a liberalizing economy. It was replaced by the Foreign
Exchange Management Act (FEMA), making violations civil rather than criminal.

* The PMLA Era (2002/2005): In response to global pressure (FATF) and the need to curb drug money and terror funds, the PMLA
was enacted, giving the ED criminal powers of arrest and attachment.

* Recent Amendments (2019): Significant amendments expanded the definition of "proceeds of crime" and gave the ED broader
powers, most of which were upheld by the Supreme Court in the Vijay Madanlal Choudhary case (2022).

* Way Forward

* Specialized Courts: Increase the number of PMLA Special Courts to ensure trials are completed within a fixed timeframe (e.g., 2
years).

* Transparency: The ED could benefit from a clearer set of guidelines (like a manual) on how it selects cases to investigate,
reducing the "targeting" narrative.

* Forensic Upgradation: Invest in "Blockchain Forensics" and Al-driven money trail mapping to keep pace with modern criminals.

* Inter-Agency Cooperation: Strengthening the coordination between CBI, FIU (Financial Intelligence Unit), and ED to prevent
duplication of efforts.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* 2021 (GS3): "Discuss how emerging technologies and globalization contribute to money laundering. Elaborate on measures to
tackle the problem."

* 2022 (GS3): "The scope of the PMLA has been expanded significantly. Discuss its impact on the federal structure of India."
* Prelims (2022/2023): Questions on the mandate of the ED and the definition of Fugitive Economic Offenders.
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First dialogue under new
Manipur govt. held with
Kuki-Zo insurgent groups

Vijaita Singh
NEW DNELHI

Aummid fresh unrest in Mani-
pur, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) and
the State govermment on
Friday resumed talks with
Euki-Zo insurgent groups
who are in a suspension of
operations (5o} pact with
the govermment.

The dialogue, which res-
umed after a gap of two
months, i significant as it
was also amended by Mank-
puer government officials -
the first such meeting after
an elected government un-
der Chief Minister Y. Khem:-
chand Singh was restored
in Manipur on Febrgary 4,

The Biren Singh govern-
ment had refused o ex
tend the 500 pact when it
came up for an annual re-
newal on  February 9,
2024, The pact was signed
with “re-negotiated terms
and conditions or ground

Both sides agree on
need o relocate
some Sodd camps o
reduce friction with
Ioscal populations

rules® on September 4,
2025 when the Stare was
under President's Hule,
days ahead of Prime Minis-
e Marendra Modi's first vi-
sit on September 13 since
ethnic violence between
the Kuki-Zo and Meited pe-
aple erupted in the State
an Mary 3, 2003,

The tripartite pact was
first signed in 2008 by the
United Peoples®  Fromnt
{UPF) and the Kuki Nation-
al Organisation (KNO), an
umbrella of 24 insurgent
Eroups.

Thie mecting held in Del-
hi was led by Ajit Lal, Ad-
viser, Morth East, MHA and
attended by Inteligence
Bureat (IB) officials, Mani-

pur Home Secretary M.
Ashok Kumar and  Addi-
tional Directer General of
Police  Ashutosh  Kumar
Sinha.

A joint statement by the
K20 and the UPF said that
the day-long discussions
focused on  operational
and securiiy-relaed [ssues
and “both sides broadly
apreed on the need to relo-
cate cenain S0l camps to
reduce friction with local
popalations and improve
securiny”,

The government has
asked the So0 gros o re-
locate seven of the B4
camps,  Kuki-Zo  groups
saicl they have decided o
consolidate their camps. to
12 Euki-Zo groups said
they drew the attention of
MHA officials 1o the unrest
in Ukhruld district, claiming
theat the Buki people conti-
mue to live under constant
fear of attacks, allegedly by
Tangkhul armed groups.



* Key Terms and Explanations '

* Understanding the technical vocabulary is essential for precision in the Mains examination:

* Suspension of Operations (S00) Pact: A ceasefire agreement between the Government of India, the State Government, and
insurgent groups. Unlike a final peace treaty, it is a confidence-building measure where groups agree to stop violence and stay in
designated camps in exchange for a pause in security operations against them.

* Tripartite Agreement: A formal pact involving three distinct parties. In this context, it involves the Central Government
(MHA), the Manipur State Government, and the umbrella insurgent organizations (UPF/KNO).

* President’s Rule (Article 356): The direct rule of the Union government over a state when the constitutional machinery fails.
The article notes the SoO was re-negotiated during such a phase in 2025.

* Kuki-Zo and Meitei: The two primary ethnic groups involved in the Manipur conflict. The Meiteis are largely valley-dwellers,
while the Kuki-Zo groups primarily inhabit the surrounding hills.

* Ground Rules: Specific codes of conduct within an SoO pact, such as restrictions on carrying weapons outside camps, a ban
on extortion, and the mandatory presence of cadres in designated locations.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core narrative focuses on the delicate balance between state authority and insurgent accommodation:

* Restoration of Democratic Dialogue: The primary thesis is that the return of an elected government (under Y. Khemchand
Singh) has shifted the dialogue from purely central oversight back to a state-inclusive process.

* Relocation for Friction Reduction: A major point of agreement is the relocation of SoO camps. The government’s demand to
move 7 out of 14 camps suggests that the proximity of armed cadres to civilian populations is a flashpoint for ethnic violence.

* Consolidation Strategy: The insurgent groups (KNO/UPF) are opting to consolidate their footprint (reducing to 12 camps).
This suggests a defensive posture aimed at better internal command and control amidst external threats.

* Inter-Tribal Dynamics: The article highlights a shift in the conflict's complexity, noting Kuki-Zo fears regarding "Tangkhul"
(Naga) armed groups, indicating that Manipur’s unrest is not just Meitei vs. Kuki, but involves broader ethnic fissures.

S



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The Manipur crisis is rooted in decades of administrative and ethnic shifts:

* Pre-Independence & Integration: Manipur was a Princely State that joined the Indian Union in 1949. Integration sparked early insurgencies among those
who sought sovereignty.

* 2008 (The SoO Genesis): The first tripartite SoO pact was signed to bring Kuki groups to the table, primarily to counter the more dominant Naga
insurgency at the time.

* May 3, 2023: A massive trigger event occurred during a "Tribal Solidarity March," leading to large-scale ethnic violence between Meiteis and Kuki-Zo
groups.

* 2024-2025 (Administrative Flux): The Biren Singh government’s refusal to renew the SoO in early 2024 led to a vacuum, followed by President's Rule, and
eventually a re-negotiated pact in late 2025 under central guidance.

* 2026 (The Present): The restoration of an elected government and the formal resumption of tripartite talks mark a transition toward long-term
stabilization.

*  Way Forward

* Institutionalized Monitoring: Create a joint monitoring body including neutral civil society members to oversee SoO camp ground rules.

* Economic Integration: Shift the focus from "security talks" to "development talks" —offering vocational training to surrendered cadres.

* Truth and Reconciliation: Eventually move beyond tripartite talks to a community-led reconciliation process between Meitei and Kuki-Zo leaders.

* Border Management: Strengthen the Indo-Myanmar border to prevent the inflow of arms and illegal immigrants, which fuels local paranoia.

* Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC/APSC)

* UPSC 2023 (GS lll): "The series of insurgencies in India’s Northeast have been a major challenge. Discuss the various factors and the government's
response."

* UPSC 2018 (GS llI): "The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is viewed as a cardinal subset of China’s One Belt One Road. How will it affect India’s
security?" (Related to border security/Act East).

* APSC 2021: "Discuss the significance of the Peace Accords signed in Northeast India in the last decade."



ANALYSIS OF MANIPUR DIALOGUE & SECURITY DYNAMICS

MANIPUR INTERNAL SECUREY AND POLITY ISSUE, ANALYSI (AN IN RLEURANTS DIALOGUE MEMIPERSES RENEGOITICS

KEY TERMS & CONCEPTS

So0: Manipur internal security entogue i So0)
Tripartite: Tripartite understard by definitions
ground rules: Ground rules, ground rules

Prez Rule: Prez rule - elationshiinp mitiated
Hill-Valley divide: Hill clarm security canatiny

HISTORICAL EVOLUTION

Pre-1949 2008 M2y 2023

s S T

2008 May 2023 Feb 2024 Sep 2025
So0 viclence SoO expiry re-negotiation

PYQs & MODEL ANSWERS

1. How is questions w/ Manipur Internal Securite’?
2. What is the remation alone o¢ Manipur issue?
3. How dre prizzeltes So0 to Ingistnnzcate patiation?

>
Model Answer (max 250 words) ,
So0 evaluation: Manipur internal | internal section and |
assenment of red.etion decisions fo propore and |
confirmation for socia busineset meeting with numaid
projection, retimatn-inmatant of rrecornetmenicallism
and conitent rises on Manipur internal security and |

; polity issue's engeniment.

b

THE TRIPARTITE PEACE FRAMEWORK

CAMP
RELOCATION GROUND RULES
AGREED RENEGOTIATED

DIALOGUE
FLOW

DIALOGUE
FLOW

CAMP
RELOCATION
AGREED

Manipur [y
Govt.
(State)

Kuki-Zo

Groups
(UPF/KNO)

AGREED

International Linkage
(Myanmar/Golden Triangle)

CHALLENGES & RISKS

Implementation Stakeholder Resistance
Camp seon dedia and | Pervensoy.nections
implementation Implemenatatton

Third-Party Factors Trust Deficit
Resistance Implementation and
implementation rest ennurements

MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

'.‘ lll 513 c/
Social  Political Legal Ethical
@ International C Economic

UPSC CSE SYLLABUS LINKAGES

e GS-lI Polity e Essay
e GS-lIl Security e Ethics | Optionals

WAY FORWARD

(Practical Steps)

e [nstitutional * Economic
Monitoring Integration
’ ® Border

e Reconciliation Management

@ oxiaiasacademy.com () +91 6002-417488



Ladakhis serve as nation’s first line of
defence during external threats: Shah

Om his first visit to Ladakh in seven years, the Undon Home Minister sis the demand for the status of Unlon Territory
stemmeed from Lack of development, noting that there has been significant progress across vanous sectors since 2009

Peerzada Ashig
LEMJAMML

nion Home Minis
ter Ambt Shah, who
85O0 2 Two sh) Vit

to Ladakh, on Friday said
Ladakhés bave proven o
be the first line of defence
whenever the  coustry
faced external theeats. He
also highlighted the wp
wand development graph
of the region sty aaining
the Union Territory status
In 2015

“Whenever an external
threat emanated, people of
Ladakh reached Jong be
fore the security focces and
ook bealiets on their chesss
for the o snry The brav
ery of Ladakh Scouts Is
well known across the
length and breadth of the
country. Every ctteen of
the country praises the pa
riotism of Ladakhis and
remains indebted w0
them,” said Mr. Shah

Mr. Shah is visiting La
dakh after a gap of seven
years. It is also his Sirsr visi
1o Ladkakd since street prog
ests over the demands of
Statehood and Soh Sche
el left four dead and 80
injured i Leh in Septem
ber kst year

Mr. Shah Insupurated a

Arvet SAah NeraCts with 3 nowice Mmook during the naeRuaation of the Test intemational expostion of

Aoty refics of Lord Budddha on the cccaton of Boaddha Parmima in Ladakh on Fecay

sevies of key ntiaghves o
the Central Instise of
Buddhist Studies, Leh
They included dairy plant
with capacity of 10,000
litres per Gy at Kargdl, dai
ry processing units m Leh,
a2 bulk mélk cooler system
] trassportation infras
tructure. He also Launched
an  Android-based Auto
mased Milk Collection Sys
lem “1o streamline pro
curement  processes  and
ensure  transparency  in
Payments 0o Lairmers”

“The smln reason be
hind the UY, demand was
the lack of development in
the reglon. Howewver, the
region has wimessed a
beap In masry sectoes since
2019, It is because Prime
Mindster Narendra Mod re
mains focusedd on the e
Pon,” saad Mr. Stah

Mr. Shah sald the region
was granted around 190
panchayaes, five sew dis
rices - Nubea, Sham,
Changthang, Zanskar and
Drass- and othcal lan

guage status for Bodhi and
Purgl alongsbde Urda, Hin
i and English

He sakd the road infras
ructure 100k a eap from
1,500 km s 2009 10 4,040
kim in 2026, from 19 bridg
es 10 72 besdaes, from 344
mobile towers to 653 tow
ers, from seven helpuads o
41, from 60 snow machines
to over 200, Mr. Shah said
Ladaiy's bakaet bas gone
up 1 16,000 crore com
pared to 000 oroee
when it was a parnt of JAK

“The Kashmir-Zojila,
which used 10 resain
dosed for 127 days, re
mained closed for jast 19
days this year, The Kargd
Zavskaa voad, whach would
rensain chosed for 175 dnys,
wirs closed for just 1) days,”
sald Mr. Shah.

Earber inm the day, he o4
dressed the first interna
tional exposition of the
sacred relics of Loed Budd
ha in Ledy

"In a way, the signif
cance of todays Buddha
Purndma  has  Increased
preathy, Aer 7S weans,
these sacred relics have ar
rived In Ladakh. When
these relics came bere 75
years ago, very few people
were able 0 hove thelr
sacred  viewing, expe
rience thelr spiritaal ener
£y, OF recetve the message
of Lord Buddha,” be said

“Tt was through Ladakh
and] adjoinieg routes that
the teachings of Tathagata
Buddha, whach originated
in India, spwead 10 China
and severdl other <oun
trfes, The Silk Route Beak
ing Kashmir, Leh, Yarkand,
Khotan and Tibet became
a channed not oy foe
trade but also for ideas,
monks, manescripts and
ey traditions.”




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Union Territory (UT): A type of administrative division in India, governed directly by the Central Government. Ladakh became a UT without
a legislature on October 31, 2019, following the reorganization of Jammu and Kashmir.

* Sixth Schedule: A constitutional provision (Articles 244(2) and 275(1)) that allows for the creation of Autonomous District Councils (ADCs)
to protect tribal culture and land. Ladakhis have been demanding this to safeguard their unique identity.

* Ladakh Scouts: An infantry regiment of the Indian Army, known as the "Snow Warriors." Composed of locals, they are specialized in
mountain warfare and serve as the "Eyes and Ears" of the military.

* Zojila Pass: A high mountain pass connecting Srinagar and Leh. It is a lifeline for Ladakh but historically closes during winter due to heavy
SNow.

* Tathagata: A title for Gautama Buddha meaning "one who has thus gone" or "one who has thus come," signifying his enlightenment and
role as a messenger of truth.

* Sacred Relics: Physical remains (bone, teeth, hair) of the Buddha or high monks, which hold immense spiritual and diplomatic value in
Buddhist-majority nations.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The "First Line of Defence": The core argument is that local patriotism is as vital as military hardware. Ladakhis provide human intelligence
and logistical support during incursions, acting as a buffer before formal military deployment.

* Development as a Solution to Unrest: The government posits that the transition to a UT was the primary cure for decades of perceived
neglect by the erstwhile J&K state government.

* Infrastructure Quantifiable Gains: Data shows a 124% increase in road length (1,800 km to 4,040 km) and a 600% increase in budget
allocation, suggesting that administrative autonomy leads to fiscal empowerment.

* Strategic Connectivity: Reducing the closure days of Zojila and Kargil-Zanskar roads signifies a shift toward "All-Weather Connectivity,"
crucial for both civilian life and rapid troop mobilization.

* Cultural Diplomacy: By hosting Buddha's relics, the state is leveraging Ladakh’s identity as a Buddhist hub to strengthen ties with East and
Southeast Asia, framing Ladakh as a bridge of "Soft Power."



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1947: Ladakh was part of the Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir. It was a vital node on the Silk Route, facilitating trade between India and
Central Asia.

* 1947-1948: Following the tribal invasion from Pakistan, the Ladakh Scouts were formed (initially as part of the J&K Militia) to defend the frontier.

* 1989: Violent protests erupted in Leh demanding Union Territory status to escape "Kashmiri hegemony." The Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LAHDC) was later formed in 1995 as a compromise.

* 2019: The J&K Reorganisation Act bifurcated the state, fulfilling the long-standing demand for UT status.

* 2023-2024: Emergence of "Apex Body Leh" and "Kargil Democratic Alliance" demanding Statehood and Sixth Schedule protections, highlighting
that UT status alone did not satisfy all political aspirations.

* Way Forward

* Democratic Decentralization: Strengthening the LAHDC (Leh and Kargil) with more legislative and financial powers to mimic the benefits of the
Sixth Schedule without its legal complexities.

* Sustainable Tourism: Implementing a "High Value, Low Volume" tourism policy to prevent the ecological collapse of the Leh valley.
* Strategic Human Resource: Recruiting more locals into the paramilitary and intelligence wings to capitalize on their "first line of defence" status.

* Climate-Smart Infra: Focus on solar-heated buildings and tunnels (like the Zojila tunnel) rather than just surface roads to ensure year-round
functionality with minimal carbon footprint.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions (PYQs)

* 2023 (GS-3): "The critical infrastructure projects in the border areas are essential for national security. Discuss."

* 2021 (GS-2): "Analyze the impact of the reorganization of Jammu and Kashmir on the regional aspirations of the people of Ladakh."
* 2014 (GS-1): "The Himalayas are highly susceptible to landslides. Discuss the causes and suggest suitable measures of mitigation."

* 2019 (Prelims): Questions regarding the Sixth Schedule and the administration of tribal areas.
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In a first, Karnataka govt.
unveils digital grievance
portal for gig workers

They can bodge complaints o pa, working comitions and other dispates on the portal: thse
grievinces will be muomaiically mouted io sgoremiiors e settlement; govi b monivor the process

shilpa Efivalnth
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latform-baded Ll
foree, the Governmaest of
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chuding academicians from
Rremos Ussveriry, Kieg's
Coliog, e W5, wnd other
sfakeholders, Including
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Gig Worker: A person who performs work or participates in a work arrangement and earns from such activities outside of a
traditional employer-employee relationship. Example: A delivery partner for Swiggy or a driver for Uber.

* Platform-based Work: A work arrangement where an online platform (aggregator) uses technology to connect organizations
or individuals with specific services or workers.

» Aggregator: A digital intermediary or marketplace for a buyer or user of a service to connect with the seller or service
provider.

* IPGRS (Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System): A centralized digital platform used by the government to receive,
forward, and monitor grievances from citizens.

* IDRC (Internal Dispute Resolution Committee): A mandatory internal cell within a company (aggregator) tasked with
resolving disputes raised by workers within a specific timeframe.

* Algorithmic Management: The use of computer programmed procedures (algorithms) to coordinate labor and manage
workers, often replacing human supervisors.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Formalization of the Informal: The core thesis is that the "invisible" gig workforce requires formal legal standing. By creating
a portal, the state is acknowledging gig workers as stakeholders with rights, not just "partners."

* Automated Accountability: A key point is the routing of complaints directly to aggregators. This places the primary burden
of resolution on the companies while the state retains the role of an auditor or "central facilitator."

* Data-Driven Policy Making: The collection of data on 12 lakh workers allows for "scientific structuring" of welfare. Welfare
isn't one-size-fits-all; it must account for gender (domestic work vs. cab driving) and intensity of labor (hours worked).

» State as a Watchdog: The government isn't just providing a portal; it is monitoring the "flow of communication." This
prevents companies from ignoring grievances, which has been a major pain point in the gig economy.

S



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence to 1990s: Labor laws (like the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947) were designed for "brick and mortar" factories with clear employer-
employee hierarchies.

* Post-1991 Liberalization: Growth of the service sector and outsourcing. The concept of "contract labor" gained prominence, but it was still physical
and localized.

e 2010s (The App Boom): Arrival of Uber, Ola, and Zomato. The term "Gig Economy" entered the Indian lexicon. Workers were termed "partners,"
placing them outside the ambit of traditional labor laws.

* 2020 (Code on Social Security): For the first time, the Union Government defined "gig worker" and "platform worker" in a central law, though
implementation remained stalled.

* 2023-2024 (The Rajasthan & Karnataka Push): States began taking the lead. Rajasthan passed the first dedicated Gig Workers Act, followed by
Karnataka’s operationalization of this grievance portal in 2026.

*  Way Forward

* Universal Social Security: Transition from grievance redressal to a portable social security fund where contributions follow the worker, regardless of
the platform they use.

* Algorithmic Transparency: Mandate that platforms explain how payouts and penalties are calculated to prevent "black box" grievances.
* Capacity Building: The government should set up "Gig-Mitra" centers to help workers use the portal.

* National Integration: The Karnataka model should be integrated with the central e-Shram portal to ensure a "One Nation, One Redressal"
framework for mobile gig workers.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC Mains 2021 (GS 3): "Examine the role of ‘Gig Economy’ in the process of empowerment of women in India."

* UPSC Mains 2019 (GS 3): "How can the ‘Digital India’ program help farmers to improve their economy?" (Similar theme: E-governance for
vulnerable sectors).

* UPSC Mains 2023 (GS 2): "Explain the role of the Society for Social Justice in the context of the gig economy." (Applied theme).
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After Rahul’s attack,
oovt defends Great
Nicobar project
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* Key Terms and Explanations
* Understanding the technical and legal terminology is crucial for precision in UPSC answers:

* International Transshipment Terminal (ICTP): A port where cargo or containers are moved from one vessel to another while en route to their
final destination. Example: Singapore or Colombo ports.

* Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): A government classification for tribal communities that are more vulnerable among tribal
groups, often characterized by declining populations, low literacy, and pre-agricultural levels of technology. The Shompen and Nicobarese are key
here.

* Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): An area of the ocean (usually 200 nautical miles from the coast) where a country has special rights regarding
the exploration and use of marine resources.

* Jarawa & Shompen Policies (2004/2015): Specific guidelines aimed at protecting these tribes from outside interference, focusing on their
right to say "no" to contact and ensuring their resource base remains intact.

* Compensatory Afforestation: The process of planting trees on a separate piece of land to compensate for forest land diverted for non-forest
purposes.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The discourse surrounding the GNI project is a classic "Development vs. Environment" debate:

* Strategic Imperative: The government argues that the Great Nicobar Island is the "unsinkable aircraft carrier" of India. Its proximity to the
Malacca Strait (a global maritime choke point) allows India to monitor naval movements and ensure maritime security.

* Economic Integration: By building a $9 billion transshipment port, India aims to capture a slice of the global shipping trade currently
dominated by Colombo and Singapore, potentially transforming the islands into a "New Hong Kong."

* The Environmental Counter-Argument: Critics highlight that the project involves diverting nearly 130 sq. km of primary forest and potentially
destroying coral reefs and nesting grounds for the Leatherback Sea Turtle.

* Tribal Rights: The core concern involves the Shompen tribe, who are hunter-gatherers. Opponents argue that massive infrastructure will lead
to "culture shock" and the loss of traditional foraging grounds.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The strategic vision for the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI) has shifted significantly over decades:
* Pre-Independence: Used primarily as a penal colony (Cellular Jail). Its strategic value was recognized by the Japanese during WWII.

* 1950s-1980s: Followed a policy of "benign neglect" or "isolationism" to protect indigenous tribes and the pristine ecology.
* 2004 Tsunami: A turning point that highlighted the vulnerability of the islands but also their geological and strategic significance.

* 2015 Onwards: The "Act East Policy" and the rise of the Indo-Pacific construct led to the NITI Aayog’s "Holistic Development of Islands"
program, culminating in the current GNI project.

* Way Forward

* De-risking through Technology: Use advanced construction methods like "piled piers" to minimize seabed disturbance.

* Tribal Sovereignty: Ensure the "Buffer Zones" around tribal reserves are not just on paper but physically sacrosanct.

* Local Inclusivity: The project must not be an "enclave"; the local Nicobarese must be the first beneficiaries of the infrastructure.

* Continuous Monitoring: Establish an independent, multi-disciplinary body to monitor ecological health in real-time.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Mains (2017): "How do the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep Islands differ in their geological features?"
* Mains (2018): "Define Blue Economy. What is its importance for a country like India?"

* Mains (2022): "The process of empowerment of PVTGs in India is a slow process. Analyze."

* Prelims (2018): Question on the location of the "Ten Degree Channel."
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