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The warning signs in India’s import bill
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* Key Terms and Explanations

» Balance of Payments (BoP): A comprehensive statistical statement that systematically records all economic transactions between
residents of a country and the rest of the world over a specific time period (typically a quarter or a year). It is divided into the Current
Account (visible trade like goods, and invisible trade like services and remittances) and the Capital Account (foreign direct investment,
portfolio investment, and external loans).

* Merchandise Trade Deficit: This occurs when the total value of physical goods a nation imports exceeds the total value of physical goods it
exports over a given period.

* Merchandise Trade Deficit = Value of Imported Goods - Value of Exported Goods

* Foreign Exchange (Forex) Reserves: Assets held on reserve by a central bank in foreign currencies, gold, Special Drawing Rights (SDRs),
and reserve positions with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). These reserves act as a cushion against balance of payment crises and
provide the necessary capital to pay off international debts and finance critical imports during emergencies.

* Gold Exchange-Traded Funds (ETFs): Commodity-based mutual funds that invest in physical gold assets. One ETF unit represents one gram
of 99.5% pure physical gold. Unlike buying physical ornaments, investing in ETFs allows individuals to gain exposure to gold prices without
driving up physical imports or creating domestic storage security concerns.

* Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme: A flagship industrial policy framework introduced by the government that offers financial
incentives to domestic manufacturers based on the incremental sales of products manufactured within domestic boundaries. It is designed to
boost high-tech manufacturing, scale up local supply chains, and reduce structural dependence on critical imports like electronic components
and medical devices.

* Exchange Rate Volatility and Selective Intervention: The rapid, unpredictable fluctuation in the value of a domestic currency against
major global currencies (like the US Dollar). Central banks use selective intervention by selling foreign currency from their reserves to !
domestic currency, absorbing excess liquidity and preventing a destabilizing depreciation of the exchange rate.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The economic scenario points to a fundamental structural vulnerability in the external sector: a widening trade imbalance that threatens
macroeconomic stability and strains foreign exchange reserves.

* The Core Thesis

* India's external economic architecture faces a dual challenge. Short-term external geopolitical disruptions are magnifying a deep-seated,
long-term domestic structural vulnerability: the highly inelastic demand for critical imports. When global shocks collide with stagnant export
growth, the resulting trade deficit strains currency valuation and tests the limits of monetary intervention.

* Key Supporting Points

* The Inelastic Import Basket: A significant portion of the import bill is driven by non-discretionary or culturally entrenched commodities.
Crude oil, fertilizers, and electronic components are essential production inputs with low short-term price elasticity. Meanwhile, precious
metals (gold and silver) and edible oils continue to absorb a disproportionately large share of national wealth.

* The Export Stagnation Dilemma: While the country’s import bill has reached an all-time high of $775 billion, exports have remained nearly
static at $S442 billion. This asymmetry highlights a gap in global competitiveness, suggesting that domestic manufacturing policy has not yet
translated into robust, export-led growth.

* Geopolitical Cost Transmission: Geopolitical conflicts, such as instabilities in West Asia, create supply-side shocks that rapidly drive up global
commodity prices. The sharp rise in the IMF crude oil price index and the doubling of international urea prices demonstrate how external
conflicts act as a direct tax on the domestic economy, expanding the trade deficit before volume consumption changes.

* Limits of Monetary Defense: The central bank's strategy of selling foreign currency to shield the rupee from a free-fall has clear trade-offs. A
double-digit drop in forex reserves within a brief period highlights that market intervention is a temporary shock absorber, not a permanent
cure for structural trade imbalances.

* Counterarguments and Nuances

* An alternative view suggests that an expanding import bill is not inherently a sign of weakness. In a developing economy, rising imports of
capital goods, electronic components, and energy inputs can signal robust domestic industrial activity and infrastructure expansion.
Furthermore, a shift in retail investment from physical gold to financial instruments like Gold ETFs could soften the actual drain on foreign
exchange, even if overall trade figures appear strained in the short run.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The tension between managing domestic consumption and maintaining external financial stability has been a recurring theme throughout India's modern
economic history.

* The Post-Independence Era (1950s—-1980s)

* Driven by the desire for economic sovereignty, early policymakers adopted a strict "Import Substitution Industrialization" model. High tariffs, strict quotas, and the
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA) were used to preserve scarce foreign currency. While this approach built a foundational heavy industry base, it also insulated
domestic sectors from global competition, resulting in a low-export, technologically lagging industrial ecosystem that remained highly vulnerable to external energy
shocks.

* The 1991 Balance of Payments Crisis

* Decades of fiscal profligacy, combined with the structural shock of the Gulf War—which spiked oil prices and dried up worker remittances—led to a severe balance
of payments crisis. With foreign exchange reserves depleted to less than S1 billion (barely enough to cover two weeks of essential imports), the government had to
pledge its physical gold reserves to international banks to avoid default. This moment forced the implementation of structural adjustment programs, leading to
economic liberalization, tariff reductions, and the abolition of the license raj.

* The 2013 "Taper Tantrum" Phase

* Two decades after liberalization, structural imbalances re-emerged. High inflation, elevated gold imports, and a wide Current Account Deficit (CAD) left the country
vulnerable when the US Federal Reserve signaled a gradual reduction in its quantitative easing program. Capital flight followed, earning India a spot among the
"Fragile Five" economies. This period underscored that even an open economy can face destabilization if its structural trade deficit remains unchecked.

* The Modern Paradigm (2020-Present)

* Inresponse to global supply chain disruptions and geopolitical realignments, policy shifted toward strategic self-reliance through the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
and the introduction of Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes. However, as recent data indicates, transitioning from assembly-level operations to deep
component manufacturing is a long-term process. Geopolitical shifts continue to test the country's external economic resilience.

1. With reference to the Balance of Payments, which of the following constitutes/constitute the Current Account? (UPSC 2014)

1. Balance of trade

2. Foreign assets

3. Invisible balance

Special Drawing Rights Select the correct answer using the code given below: (a) 1only [ (b) 2and 3 | (c) 1and 3 only | (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
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Why has the WHO declared a
PHEIC over Ebola outbreak?

What is Ebola? How is Ebola transmitted? What measures are being taken to contain the outbreak?

The story so far :
n May 16, the World Health
Organdsation (WHO) declared
the Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) and Uganda a ‘public health
emergency of intermational concern
(FHEIC). Just ahead of that, the Ministry
of Public Health, Hyigiene and Social
Welfare, DRC, and the Uganda Ministry of
Health declared an Ebola carthreak.

What is a PHEIC?

A PHEL Is the WHO's highest level of
globsal health aler, formally declared
under the Intermational Health
Regulations, whenever the health event is
“serious, sudden, unexpected, or unisual
and poses a public health risk to other
couniries through spread'. The
declaration of the PHEIC also calls for a
coordinated global response to tackle the
current outhreak.

A new Ebola cantbreak was notified in
eastern DEC and Uganda, reportedly
driven by the Bumndibugyo ebalavimis
strain. According to the WHO report, as of
May 16, ekght laborstory-confirmed cases,
246 suspected cases, and 80 suspected
deaths have been reported in Huri
Province of the DREC. In addition, two
laboratory-confirmed cases (including
one death) with no apparent link to each
other have been reported in Kampala,
Uganda, within 24 hours of each other,
among two imdividuals travelling from the
DEL.

What is Ebola?

Ebola virus disease is a zoonotic disease
ahsat cian be severe and often fatal in
humanas. It is caused by the eponymic
Ebola virus, and has spilled over 1o
humans from wild animals, including froit
bats and non-human primates, but is now
capable of spreading between humans
wienever there is direct contact with
blood, secretion, bodily fluids of those

infected, and even contaminated
surfces, According o the WHO, three
different vireses are known 1o cause large
Ehola disease outbreaks: Ebola vines,
Sedan virus, and Bundibugyo viras, This
current epidemic invodves the Last variant.

Ebola has been known since 1976, with
most early outhreaks occurring in remofe
villages of Ceniral Africa. However, things
changed dramatically with the waorst
Ebola outbreak in history, which occurred
in West Africa from 2004 to 2016,
sweEping across Guinea, Liberia, and
Sierra Leone, resulting in over 28,600
reported cases and 11,325 deaths.

But this outhreak served as a milestone
wrning point for the way in which the
workd treated Ebola; it catalysed
unprecedented global support for
research and development into vaccines
for Ebola. As a result, there are twio
virccines in the market that have boen
approved for Ebola, in a single and
double dose regimeen. Baoth are being used
for targeted “ring vaccination” for all

contacts and fromtline workers dealing
with the cases, as post-expusre
prophylaxis. There are
monaclonal-antibody treatments in the
mearket that reportedly improve survival
when given early to patients.

What measures are in place now?
The WHO-led response now focuses on
seweral aspects including rapid isolation
ol a patient and immediate provision of
intensve supportive care frehydration,
SYmMptom management) o reduce
meortaliny, But what will be crucial in
actually containing this cinbreak = 1o

initiate rapid case tracing, contact tracing,

ensuring safe burials, and establishing
sirict infection-confrol measures in all
health facilities where people are being
treated, The WHO's plan also includes
deploying approved vaccines and
monieclonal antibodies to at-risk groups
wherever feasible, An essential part of the
sirategy, according o the global agency, is
to launch social mobilisation campaigns
i Db eruist, reduce stigmea, and
encourage early care-seeking among the
people in the affected zones.

According to the WHO, “outbreak
comtred relies on a package of
interventions including intensive
supportive care of patlents, infection
prevention and control, disease
surveillance and contact tracing,
laboratory services, safe and dignified
burials, vaccination if relevant, and social
mobilisation.”
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC): This is the highest formal
alert level that the World Health Organization (WHO) can issue under the legal framework
of the International Health Regulations (IHR 2005). A PHEIC is declared if an event is
determined to be extraordinary, serious, sudden, or unusual, while carrying a distinct risk
of spreading across international borders, thereby demanding an immediate, coordinated
global response.

* Zoonotic Disease: An infectious disease caused by pathogens (viruses, bacteria, or
parasites) that jump from animals to humans. In these systems, wild animals act as natural
reservoirs. For example, fruit bats and non-human primates harbor the virus without
necessarily succumbing to it, but spillover events occur when humans come into close
contact with these animals' fluids.

* Bundibugyo Ebolavirus (BDBV): One of the six known species within the Ebolavirus
genus. Discovered in 2007 in Uganda, this specific strain generally exhibits a lower case-
fatality rate (typically around 30% to 40%) compared to the highly lethal Zaire strain (which
can reach up to 90%). However, it remains a severe threat due to the lack of widely
deployed, strain-specific medical countermeasures.

* Ring Vaccination: An epidemiological containment strategy where, instead of
vaccinating an entire population, a "buffer zone" of immunity is created. When a case is
confirmed, healthcare workers trace and vaccinate all immediate contacts (the first ring)
and the contacts of those contacts (the second ring). This isolates the virus and cuts off its
transmission pathways.

* Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP): Medical treatment administered immediately after a
person has been exposed to a pathogen but before symptoms develop. In this context,
giving vaccines or specialized therapeutics to frontline workers who have interacted with
confirmed cases acts as a critical shield to halt active disease progression.

* Monoclonal Antibodies: Laboratory-produced molecules engineered to serve as
substitute antibodies. They target specific proteins on the surface of the virus, blocking it
from invading human cells. When administered early in the infection cycle, these targeted
therapies have altered the clinical outlook of the disease, shifting it from a near-certain
terminal diagnosis to a manageable condition.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The architecture of modern epidemic management rests on a shift from reactive containment to integrated, biomedical, and community-
led intervention systems.

* The Transnational Security Threat

* The primary argument centers on the fluid reality of infectious diseases. A localized outbreak in a remote region can rapidly escalate into a
regional crisis when it crosses sovereign borders—such as the movement of infected individuals from transit hubs to major capitals. This
cross-border dynamic transforms a localized health event into a global security issue, triggering international legal mechanisms like the PHEIC
declaration to mobilize resources and synchronize international borders.

* The Biomedical Paradigm Shift

* Epidemiological containment has evolved past basic quarantine measures. The core argument highlights a structural milestone: the
transition from the catastrophic containment failures of past decades to a modern, therapeutic-driven approach. The availability of approved
vaccines and monoclonal antibody treatments means that public health responses are no longer limited to passive isolation. They can now
actively suppress transmission chains and lower mortality rates concurrently.

* The Primacy of the Control Package

* Biomedical tools are ineffective without an integrated public health framework. The containment of highly infectious pathogens relies on a
balanced intervention package:

* Without establishing intensive supportive care to build community confidence, and combining it with meticulous contact tracing and
culturally sensitive burial practices, high-tech therapeutics cannot achieve maximum efficacy.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The trajectory of viral hemorrhagic fevers over the last half-century demonstrates a shift from isolated rural outbreaks to complex, urban global health
challenges.

* 1976: Discovery — P 1977-2013: Sporadic Outbreaks —» 2014-2016: West African Crisis — P 2018-Present: Modern Era
The Discovery Phase (1976)

The virus was first recognized in 1976 during two simultaneous outbreaks in Yambuku (Democratic Republic of the Congo) and Nzara (South Sudan). The
irus was named after the Ebola River in the DRC. During this period, outbreaks were highly lethal but geographically isolated, naturally burning out due to the
emote nature of the affected villages and the rapid death of hosts.

* The Era of Sporadic, Rural Containment (1977-2013)

* For over three decades, outbreaks occurred intermittently across Central Africa, involving various strains like Zaire, Sudan, and Bundibugyo. Public health
interventions relied on classical barrier nursing, immediate isolation, and basic quarantine. The international community treated these events as localized
tropical crises rather than systemic threats to global health stability.

* The West African Watershed (2014-2016)

* The epidemic that swept through Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone shattered the old containment assumptions. It marked the first time the virus
penetrated densely populated urban centers, exposing deep structural vulnerabilities in the WHO'’s early warning systems and local healthcare infrastructures.
This crisis resulted in over 11,000 deaths and forced a fundamental reorganization of global health governance. It led to the creation of the WHO Health
Emergencies Programme and accelerated clinical trials for effective vaccines.

* The Modern Era of Active Countermeasures (2018—-Present)

* The post-2014 paradigm prioritized active pharmaceutical interventions. During major outbreaks in the DRC, experimental vaccines (like rVSV-ZEBOV) and
monoclonal antibody treatments were deployed on a large scale under compassionate-use protocols. The current operational reality involves deploying these
sophisticated medical interventions within complex socio-political environments, conflict zones, and across porous border corridors.

Which one of the following statements is correct regarding the Ebola virus disease? (2015)
(a) It is caused by a bacterium transmitted by contaminated water.

(b) It is a zoonotic viral disease transmitted to humans from wild animals.

(c) It spreads exclusively through airborne respiratory droplets.

(d) There are no approved vaccines or treatments available under any circumstances.
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Strengthening domestic energy security
through decentralised bioenergy systems
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Biomass & Surplus Biomass: Biomass refers to any organic matter derived from plants or animals that stores chemical energy via
photosynthesis. While much of India's 750 million tonnes of annual agricultural biomass is utilized as animal feed or industrial raw material,
around 230 million metric tonnes remains unused or left in fields. This unused portion is termed surplus biomass, which is frequently
burned in open fields, causing severe seasonal air pollution.

* Gasification: A thermochemical process that converts solid carbonaceous materials into a gaseous fuel. Unlike complete combustion
(burning), gasification takes place in a high-temperature environment (800 to 1,000 °C) with a strictly controlled, limited supply of oxygen or
steam. This prevents total burning and instead breaks down the chemical bonds of the dry waste.

» Syngas (Synthesis Gas): The primary gaseous output of gasification. It is a highly versatile fuel mixture composed predominantly of
carbon monoxide (CO) and hydrogen (H), along with small amounts of carbon dioxide and methane. Syngas can be burned directly for
thermal energy, used in gas turbines for electricity, or chemically synthesized into advanced liquid biofuels like methanol and ethanol.

* Anaerobic Digestion: A biochemical process where consortia of specialized microorganisms break down wet, biodegradable organic
matter in an environment completely devoid of oxygen. This naturally occurring biological process converts complex organic compounds
into gaseous energy and a nutrient-dense residue.

* Biogas & Compressed Biogas (CBG): Biogas is the direct gaseous mixture produced via anaerobic digestion, containing roughly 55% to
65% methane and 35% to 45% carbon dioxide, along with trace impurities like hydrogen sulfide. When this raw biogas is purified to remove
carbon dioxide and hydrogen sulfide—boosting its methane content to over 90%—and compressed at high pressure, it becomes
Compressed Biogas (CBG). CBG shares identical chemical properties with commercial Natural Gas (CNG) and can directly substitute for it in
vehicles and industrial grids.

* Biochar & Digestate: These are the valuable byproducts of bioenergy conversion. Biochar is a highly stable, porous, carbon-rich solid left
behind after the thermal treatment of dry biomass; when mixed into fields, it improves soil water retention and permanently locks away
carbon. Digestate is the nutrient-packed, organic sludge remaining after anaerobic digestion, serving as an excellent chemical-free organic
fertilizer.

* SATAT Scheme (Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation): Launched by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
this initiative aims to establish commercial CBG production plants across India. By offering marketing guarantees and encouraging
entrepreneurs to tap into local organic waste streams, it seeks to cut down oil imports and boost rural green economies.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis centers on a vital national insight: India's massive organic waste stream is not merely a costly disposal problem, but an
untapped strategic reserve capable of fortifying domestic energy security.

* The Waste-to-Energy Resource Base

* India sits on an immense volume of organic waste, led by agricultural residues alongside substantial streams of municipal solid waste,
food waste, and sewage sludge. If processed effectively, the surplus agricultural biomass alone has the technical potential to substitute for
nearly one-third of India's expensive fossil fuel imports. The strategic bottleneck is not the availability of the resource, but the creation of
an efficient supply chain and processing ecosystem capable of converting this variable waste into a predictable, commercially viable fuel

supply.

* The Problem of Feedstock Inconsistency

* Raw biomass is inherently unruly. Unlike fossil fuels, which offer uniform energy densities, biomass varies wildly based on its origin,
seasonal moisture levels, geographic ash content, and bulk density. These variations can damage conventional industrial boilers and lead to

erratic energy outputs. Therefore, direct burning is rarely a scalable solution; the path forward requires advanced technology capable of
transforming raw, irregular waste into standardized energy products.

* The Dual-Track Technological Approach
* Nossingle technology can process India's diverse waste profile. Instead, an efficient bioenergy model relies on two distinct tracks:

* Thermal Route (Gasification): Optimally suited for dry, woody, and lignocellulosic materials like crop stubble and husks. It outputs
versatile syngas and carbon-sequestering biochar.

* Biological Route (Anaerobic Digestion): Specially geared toward wet organic waste, such as city kitchen waste, animal manure, and
industrial sewage. It yields clean methane-rich biogas and organic digestate.

* The Case for Decentralised Energy Infrastructure

* Because biomass is bulky and expensive to transport over long distances, building massive, centralized multi-megawatt plants often fails
on economic grounds. The most viable alternative is a distributed network of decentralized micro-energy hubs. By establishing localized
systems near agricultural clusters and small-and-medium enterprise (SME) zones, India can eliminate heavy transport costs, reduce
regional energy deficits, and process local waste exactly where it is generated.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* India’s engagement with bioenergy has transitioned across several distinct phases, moving from basic rural survival technologies to
advanced, market-driven clean energy systems.

* Pre-Independence to the 1970s: Traditional Biomass and Rural Origins

* For generations, rural India relied heavily on the direct combustion of firewood and agricultural residue in inefficient, open cookstoves
(chulhas). Early organized research into cleaner alternatives began in the mid-twentieth century, led by institutions like the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission (KVIC). This work pioneered the early "Gobar Gas" plants, which targeted basic household cooking and
lighting needs using cattle manure.

* The 1980s to 1990s: Institutional Architecture and State Programs
* The global oil shocks of the 1970s prompted the Indian government to formalize its approach to non-conventional energy.
* 1981: The Commission for Additional Sources of Energy (CASE) was set up.

* 1982: This expanded into the Department of Non-Conventional Energy Sources (DNES), which eventually matured into a full-fledged
Ministry of Non-Conventional Energy Sources (MNES) in 1992 (renamed MNRE in 2006).

* During this period, programs like the National Programme on Biogas Development (NPBD) deployed millions of family-sized, fixed-
dome and floating-drum biogas plants across rural districts, though many eventually faced maintenance challenges.

* The 2000s to 2010s: Scaling Grid Power and Policy Frameworks

* This era shifted focus from household plants to commercial, grid-connected biomass power projects, primarily utilizing rice husk and
cotton stalks for power generation. The government introduced the National Policy on Biofuels in 2009 (comprehensively revised in
2018), which set clear targets for blending biofuels into conventional transport fuels. Despite these targets, supply chain gaps often made
it difficult to secure a steady year-round supply of biomass.

* Post-2018 to Present: Compressed Biogas and Global Collaborations

* Modern policy emphasizes deep commercialization, waste diversification, and advanced transport fuels. The rollout of the SATAT
initiative in 2018 re-engineered the biogas sector by treating it as a direct alternative to automotive CNG. This was reinforced by the
cross-ministerial GOBAR-dhan scheme under the Swachh Bharat Mission, which treats rural waste as a commercial asset. Today, initiatives
like the Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA), championed alongside other major economies, position bioenergy as a central pillar of India's
global climate commitments and energy self-reliance strategy.
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SC has ‘reservations’ on its own bail decision

Judgment in a narco-terrorism case refers to Delhi
riots case involving Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELFI

he Supreme Court
T an Monday woiced
“ceTiMES  reserva-

tions™ about “various as-
pects” of its Januwary judg-
ment  refusing  bail o
former JNU student beader
Umar Khalid and co-ac-
ciged Sharjeel Imam in the
Drwelhi riots *larger conspira-:
¢y’ case, including the fo-
reclosing of their right to
seek bail for a year,

The rare act of seli-re-
proach came over a vear
after the court condemned
Mr. Khalid and Mr. Imam
as “alleged masterminds”
who hatched the conspira-
cy behind the 2020 Delhi
ricds. AR the time of the re
jection of his bail plea, Mr.
Ehalid had already spent
over five years in prison as
an undertrial,

The Delhi Police had

hooked Mr. Klialid and oty
er activisis under the anti-
terrar law, the Unlawfil
Activities (Prevention) Act
of the UAPA, for their in-
volvement in organising
profests over the Citizen-
ship {Amendment) Act.

‘Mot an empty slogan’
Om Monday, a Bench of Jus-
tices BY. Magarathna and
Ujjal Bhuyan said bail was
indeed the rulbe in UAPA
CASES 00,

Justice Bhuyan, who
authored the judgment,
said the carchphrase "babl
is the mile and jail is the ex-
ception” was not just an
empty slogan, but a consti-
tutional principle Howing
from the fmdamental
rights to life, speedy trial
and frsedom from  arbi-
trary arrests and deten-
tions.

The apex court’s ohser-
VaIomS on :'-ﬁllldi!}' camer

Court says an accused cannot be held indefinitely
because prosecution faces a low bar under UAPA

QQ Omee it is obvious that a timely trial
would not be possible and the accused
has suffered Incarceration for a significant
period of time, the courts would

ordinarily be obligated to

enlarge the accused on ball .

The presence of Statutory
restrictions...per se does not
oust the ability of the courts

to grant hail -

JUSTICE U JAL BHUYAN
felera b KA Majeoh jiskfinesd

in @ judgrment albowing hail
to a Jammue and Kashmir
fhan scciised i oa nafco-
termorism case in which he
had been incarcerated as
an undertrial under the
LA for five years.

It =aid an accused can-
not be indefinitely incar-
cerated merely  becagse
the 2tate was able o “sans:
fy™ the low bar o refuse
bail in UAPA cases, Justice
Bhuyan said the right to

persenal liberty and spee-
dy rial cannoi become
“subordinate”™ to the dra-
conian bail provision, Sec-
tion 43-I65), of the UARA.

He said that the UAPA
had drawn the threshold
for denying bail w0 low tha
the state had to only show
that the accusations
against an accused were
=i fcre™ triee.

Once that was done, bail
would be “absolutely im-

permissible™ for hirm.

“The state need only sa-
tsfy a low prima focte
threshold while the trial
may continee for years
with the result that pre-
irial incarceration begins
f acquine a post-trial puni-
tive character, and even
then, no court could ever
grant bail no matter the
length of period of such in-
carceration because the
case stood prima  facke
made out against the ac-
cused,”  Justice Bhuyan
moted.

He zald the potency of
Section 43-IM5) should be
“mehed” down by consti-
futicnal courts intervening
and granting bail in UAPA
cases in which the acoused
had already suffered pro-
longed incarceration due
o delaved trial, A point in
case wis that of Mr. Khalid.

“Constitutional  courts
can always intervene o

grant bail despite satsfac-
tiom of the ‘prima facie
threshold under Section
43-I5). The Section meed
niot control the grant of bail
if the accused persons li-
berty is infringed for a pro-
longed period of time,” Jus-
tice Bhuyan observisd,

Section 43-Di5)

The power of a constitu-
tional court o protect the
right o life of a UAPA ac-
ciised against arbitrary de-
tentions cannot be dimin-
ished merelv by a
provision like Section 43D
{5} in a statute, the Bench
highlighted.

“Section 43IM5)  re-
mains subordinate to Arti-
cle X1 [fundamental right
ten lifie] aaf all times, A consti-
tutional court need not
hold back bail w the ac
cused in the garb of Sec
tiom 43-D(5)," the Supreme
Court underscored,

If State shows accusations were ‘prima facie’
true, bail would be ‘absolutely impermissible’

Justice Bhuyan said the
hasic principle that a per-
200 was presumed inno-
cent umtil proven guilty
wis the “cornerstone of
any civillsed soclety mo-
verned by the rule of law".
Section 43-Di5) converted
delay in trial itselfl into
punishiment.

The court said statutes
like the UAPA may cali-
brate the manner in which
the presumpion of inno-
cence was applied, partic-
ularly in cases bwvolving
national security or terro-
rist offences, but they can-
not altogether imvert the
constmutional relatbonship
between liberty amd deten-
tion. The coun expressed
deep concern aboat cer-
tain of its verdicts "hollow-
ing out™ larger Bench ver-
dicts like inthe KA. Najeeh
case, which championed
personal  liberty  against
state abuse,



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA): Originally enacted in 1967, the UAPA is India’s primary anti-terror statute. It grants the state extraordinary
powers to deal with activities that threaten the sovereignty and integrity of India. Over the decades, it has been amended to include stringent provisions
targeting both terrorist organizations and individuals.

* Section 43-D(5) of the UAPA: This specific clause governs the grant of bail under the Act. It states that an accused person shall not be released on bail if
the court, after reading the case diary or the police report, is of the opinion that there are reasonable grounds for believing that the accusation against
such person is prima facie true.

* Prima Facie Standard: A Latin term meaning "at first sight." In ordinary criminal law, bail is evaluated by weighing the gravity of the offense against the
flight risk of the accused. Under the prima facie standard of the UAPA, the court does not deeply analyze or cross-examine the evidence; it takes the
prosecution’s case largely at face value, creating an incredibly high barrier for the defense to secure freedom.

* Article 21 of the Indian Constitution: This article guarantees that no person shall be deprived of their life or personal liberty except according to
procedure established by law. The judiciary has expanded Article 21 to include the right to a speedy trial, fair investigation, and freedom from arbitrary,
indefinite incarceration.

* Undertrial Incarceration: This refers to the detention of an accused person in prison during the investigation and trial phase, before a court of law has
formally convicted or acquitted them. When trials stretch for years, this pre-trial detention effectively mirrors post-trial punishment.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

The contemporary judicial discourse reveals a deep institutional anxiety regarding how special laws alter the core tenets of the criminal justice system.
The Constitutional Supremacy of Liberty

The foundational premise of democratic jurisprudence is that the slogan "bail is the rule, jail is the exception" is a constitutional principle derived directly
from Article 21. Statutory rules enacted by Parliament cannot completely override or diminish this constitutional guarantee. When a statute restricts the
judiciary's ability to grant bail, the Constitution must act as the ultimate corrective mechanism.

The Perils of a Low Evidentiary Bar

The central legal challenge of Section 43-D(5) is that it requires the state to satisfy only a minimal, preliminary threshold to block bail. Because the court
cannot scrutinize the evidence in detail during early proceedings, an individual can be held for years based solely on a well-constructed police report.
The Transformation of Detention into Punishment

When a trial is delayed for five, six, or more years, pre-trial incarceration begins to acquire a punitive character. The accused suffers the consequences of a
conviction without ever being proven guilty. This dynamic effectively uses the delay in judicial proceedings as a form of state-sanctioned punishment.
The Inversion of Innocence

A civilized society governed by the rule of law relies on the presumption of innocence. While national security laws may adjust how this presumption is
applied to protect the public, they cannot completely invert the relationship between liberty and detention.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The tension between state preservation and personal freedom has deep historical roots in Indian statecraft and jurisprudence.

* The Pre-Independence Era: The colonial state frequently deployed preventive detention and extraordinary laws to suppress dissent and the
nationalist movement. Notable examples include the Rowlatt Act of 1919 and the Defense of India Rules, which allowed executive detention without
regular trial protections.

* The Post-Independence Framework: Recognizing the threats of secessionism and external aggression, the Indian state retained preventive
detention powers within Article 22 of the Constitution. Early laws like the Preventive Detention Act (1950) and the Maintenance of Internal Security
Act (MISA, 1971) were frequently used to prioritize state stability over individual liberty.

* The Era of Explicit Anti-Terror Laws: Rising insurgencies in the 1980s and 1990s led to the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act
(TADA) in 1987, followed later by the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) in 2002. Both laws contained stringent bail provisions similar to Section 43-
D(5). However, both were eventually repealed due to widespread allegations of abuse, custodial torture, and political misuse.

* The Modern Transformation of UAPA: Following the repeal of POTA in 2004 and the Mumbai terror attacks in 2008, the UAPA was amended to
incorporate the strict bail provisions originally found in its defunct predecessors. This turned a law originally meant to address "unlawful
associations" into India's primary anti-terror legislation. Subsequent amendments in 2019 further empowered the state to designate individuals as
terrorists, intensifying the friction with civil liberties.

* UPSC Civil Services Examination (Mains)

* 2019 (GS Paper 3): "Indian government has recently strengthened the anti-terrorist laws by amending the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
(UAPA), 1967 and the NIA Act. Analyze the changes in the context of prevailing security environment while discussing scope and reasons for
opposing the UAPA by human rights organizations."

* 2014 (GS Paper 2): "Starting from the Narendra Panchasheeel, discuss how fundamental rights enshrined in the Indian Constitution ensure
individual liberty, and evaluate the role of the judiciary when these liberties are curbed under preventive detentions." (Theme-based representation)
* 2021 (GS Paper 2): "Analyze the distinguishing features of the right to personal liberty under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution with special
reference to the changing stance of the judiciary regarding due process of law." (Theme-based representation)
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Green Strategic Partnership
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Green Strategic Partnership: A specialized bilateral institutional framework that prioritizes sustainable development, green technology dissemination, climate mitigation, and environmental
conservation. Unlike traditional strategic partnerships focused on defense, this model places environmental governance and clean energy transitions at the core of diplomatic engagement.

* Weaponisation of Trade, Diplomacy, and Technology: The strategic practice where a state leverages its economic interdependence, technological monopolies, or diplomatic dominance to
coerce, penalize, or influence the sovereign policies of another state.

* Example: Imposing unilateral sanctions, choking semiconductor supply chains, or disrupting critical maritime trade choke points like the Strait of Hormuz to achieve geopolitical ends.

* EFTA (European Free Trade Association): An intergovernmental organization established for the promotion and intensification of free trade. It operates parallel to the European Union (EU)
and comprises four non-EU member states: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland.

* TEPA (Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement): A modern, comprehensive trade agreement signed between India and the EFTA states. It moves beyond conventional tariff reductions to
encompass binding investment commitments, intellectual property rights, and services trade.

* Blue Economy: A sustainable economic model aimed at the development and utilization of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and jobs, while systematically
preserving the health of marine ecosystems.

* Rules-Based International Order: A shared commitment by sovereign states to conduct their international activities according to a consistent framework of international law, multilateral
treaties, and democratic norms, rather than through unilateral coercion or military dominance.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

The contemporary diplomatic interaction between India and Norway highlights a deliberate shift toward issue-based coalitions in a fragmented world. The core substantive positions can be
broken down as follows:

The Anti-Weaponisation Paradigm

A central thesis put forward by both nations is that the systemic weaponisation of economic instruments—such as supply chains, technological access, and trade routes—harms global stability.
Middle powers and large developing economies must unite to insulate global trade and diplomacy from the unilateral protectionism of superpowers like the United States and China, as well as
tactical disruptions by regional actors in maritime corridors.

Strategic Divergence, Diplomatic Convergence

Despite distinct geopolitical perspectives on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, both nations emphasize that differences do not preclude structural cooperation. Norway’s alignment with NATO and its
insistence on condemning violations of territorial sovereignty contrast with India’s policy of multi-alignment and its refusal to isolate Moscow. However, the mutual commitment to a "rules-based
order" and the shared belief that military options cannot resolve systemic conflicts provide a bridge between these positions.

Synergy of Capital and Scale

The structural integration of the Indian and EFTA economies relies on a highly complementary relationship:

*India provides unprecedented demographic scale, a vast pool of skilled tech talent, rapid market expansion, and an ambitious renewable energy pipeline.

*Norway offers high-grade capital reserves (including its Sovereign Wealth Fund) and advanced technological expertise in green shipping, deep-sea exploration, and carbon capture.

The Democratic Accountability Friction

The diplomatic engagement also revealed the ongoing tension between state-level strategic management and democratic transparency. The choice by leadership to bypass direct journalistic
guestioning reflects a growing global trend where executive diplomacy is strictly controlled, even when operating within and celebrating democratic frameworks.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The relationship between New Delhi and Oslo has evolved from localized development assistance into a high-tech, strategic economic alliance over several
distinct phases.

* Phase I: The Foundational Aid Era (1950s—1970s): Bilateral ties began systematically in 1952 with the Kerala Fisheries Project. This initiative was Norway's first
foreign development assistance project anywhere in the world. The focus during this period was primarily developmental, community-driven, and focused on the
modernization of India's coastal economy.

* Phase lI: Scientific Expansion and Cold War Nuances (1980s—1990s): As India expanded its scientific horizons, cooperation shifted toward polar exploration.
India launched its first Antarctic expedition, leading to mutual engagements in polar science. However, broader strategic cooperation remained limited due to
India’s closed economic model and the geopolitical divisions of the Cold War.

* Phase lll: Maritime and Hydrocarbon Diversification (2000s—-2018): Following India's economic liberalization, the relationship expanded into commercial
shipping, offshore oil and gas services, and information technology. Norway recognized India’s growing economic footprint, which led to the creation of the India-
Norway Joint Task Force on Maritime Transportation.

* Phase IV: The Multilateral and Strategic Leap (2018-Present): The relationship reached a new level with the inaugural India-Nordic Summit in 2018. This was
followed by the signing of the India-EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) and the formal elevation of ties to a Green Strategic Partnership.
This modern phase addresses complex global issues like clean energy transitions, supply chain resilience, and Arctic governance.

* Way Forward
* To successfully implement these strategic goals, India should consider several practical policy steps:

* Establish a Dedicated EFTA Fast-Track Desk: Set up a specialized administrative body within the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to fast-track EFTA
investments, cut through bureaucratic delays, and help fulfill the $100 billion investment goal.

* Co-Develop Green Shipping Hubs: Partner with Norway to upgrade major Indian ports (such as Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust and Tuticorin) into green shipping
corridors, utilizing Norwegian expertise in hydrogen and electric propulsion systems.

* Establish a Joint Arctic-Antarctic Research Initiative: Expand institutional ties between the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) and the
Norwegian Polar Institute. This will help leverage polar science to improve monsoon predictability and climate modeling.

* Formulate a Bilateral Clean Energy Fund: Create a joint investment fund backed by Norway's Sovereign Wealth Fund and India's National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) to provide stable capital for early-stage green hydrogen projects.

* Uphold Democratic Standards in Public Diplomacy: Ensure that high-level bilateral summits feature open, transparent press access. This reinforces both
nations' standing as responsible democracies and counters critics who point to a lack of transparency in state-level interactions.
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‘Politicial decision must on cut-off for mid-term
polls under the simultaneous election system’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A decision on the defini-
tion of the “remainder of
the term” of the Lok Sabha
or the Assemblies before
an election is held will be a
political one to be taken in
consultation with political
parties, P.P. Choudhary,
Chairman of Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee on si-
multaneous elections, said
on Monday.

“Assuming the govern-
ment loses majority after
two-and-a-half years, mid-
term election for the re-
maining  two-and-a-half
years’ period can be held.
However, a decision has to
be made for a situation
when the majority is lost
with six months or three
months left before the end

of the term. The decision
to have a cut-off time to de-
termine the remainder of
the term will have to be a
political one in consulta-
tion with parties,” Mr.
Choudhary told pressper-
sons here.

He was speaking after
holding consultations with
various stakeholders on
the Constitution (129*
Amendment) Bill, 2024
and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill on
the issue of simultaneous
elections.

He suggested that an
amendment to anti-defec-
tion legislation would be
required while President’s
Rule can be applied for the
remainder of the term.

Asked about a situation
where a fractured mandate
prevents formation of go-

P.P, Choudhary

vernment, Mr. Choudhary
said that there is a mechan-
ism to resolve it,
“Fractured  mandate
can be in any system. Va-
rious suggestions have
come on how the synchro-
nisation can be achieved.

Discussions are under way
on the remainder of term.”

Pointing out that the
Constitution’s 93* amend-
ment for local bodies that
has addressed the remain-
der of the term, Choud-
hary said, “When that can
be achieved at the grass-
roots level, why cannot it
be incorporated in State
Assemblies and Parlia-
ment? There could also be
a possibility of electing a
Chief Minister by the
Assembly.”

Old dilemma

“Nowhere in the world you
see elections taking place
for five or six Assemblies
every vear. Every one is af-
fected in the chain. Pro-
grammes are not reaching
people. Teachers are bur-
dened with election work.

It is important for elections
to be conducted together.”
He pointed out that gener-
al elections and elections
to State Assemblies were
conducted simultaneously
in four elections between
1952 and 1967.

To another question on
whether it was going to be
‘One Nation-One Party’
system, Mr. Choudhary
asked, “Do you think what
happened between 1952
and 1967 was for one par-
ty? It is not being proposed
by the Prime Minister [Na-
rendra Modi). The Election
Commission had recom-
mended it in 1980; Law
Commission of India has
recommended thrice in
the past; and Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
has recommended simul-
taneous elections in 2015."




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Simultaneous Elections (One Nation, One Election): This concept refers to structuring the Indian electoral cycle so that elections to the
Lok Sabha (House of the People) and all State Legislative Assemblies (Vidhan Sabhas) happen concurrently. Instead of voters heading to
polling booths multiple times over a five-year period, they cast their votes for both central and state representatives at the same time.

* Remainder of the Term: This is the leftover duration of a house's five-year tenure if it happens to dissolve prematurely. For instance, if
a state assembly collapses after two years due to a loss of majority, the "remainder of the term" is the remaining three years. Under a
synchronized system, any midterm election held would only be to fill this specific remaining period, rather than granting a fresh five-year
lease.

* Fractured Mandate: A scenario where an election does not produce a clear, absolute majority for any single political party or pre-poll
alliance. This often leads to intense post-poll negotiations, coalition governments, or, in unstable environments, a quick collapse of the
floor management system.

* Anti-Defection Law (Tenth Schedule): Inserted via the 52nd Constitutional Amendment Act in 1985, this framework penalizes
individual Members of Parliament (MPs) or State Legislatures (MLAs) for switching political parties after an election. It seeks to bring
stability to executives but is often criticized for stifling internal party dissent.

* President’s Rule (Article 356): A constitutional provision that allows the Central Government to take direct control of a state's
administrative machinery if the state government cannot function in accordance with the Constitution. In a synchronized voting system,
this mechanism might be utilized as an interim administrative arrangement for the remainder of a term if an assembly collapses near the
end of its cycle.

* Constructive Vote of No-Confidence: A governance mechanism where a parliament can only pass a no-confidence motion against the
sitting executive if there is a simultaneous, positive majority for an alternative Prime Minister or Chief Minister. This prevents an assembly
from dissolving a government without having a viable replacement ready.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The debate around synchronizing India’s democratic machinery hinges on balancing long-term developmental continuity with institutional challenges.
* The Core Thesis

* The central argument for simultaneous elections focuses on ending the "perpetual election mode" that characterizes Indian politics. Frequent elections across different states
mean that the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is enforced somewhere in the country almost continuously. This freezes policy decisions, halts capital expenditure on new projects,
and diverts administrative focus away from governance toward short-term political campaigning.

e The Problem of Premature Dissolution

* The most complex operational challenge to this idea is managing the premature collapse of a legislative house. If a government loses its majority midway through its tenure,
the system faces an institutional dilemma. To maintain synchronization, the subsequent election cannot be for a full five-year term. Instead, it must be restricted to the
"remainder of the term."

* Institutional Mechanisms for Stability
* To make synchronization resilient, major structural changes are often proposed:

* Applying Local Body Precedents: In India’s grassroot governance (Panchayats and Municipalities), if a local body dissolves early, the newly elected body only serves out the
remainder of the original five-year period. Proponents suggest scaling this exact logic up to State Assemblies and Parliament.

* Alternative Executive Selection: If an election results in a fractured mandate, the legislative house could explore electing a Chief Minister or Prime Minister directly through a
floor vote, ensuring an executive is formed without requiring an immediate re-election.

* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The idea of holding simultaneous elections is not a structural novelty for India; it was the foundational reality of the republic's early democratic journey.

* The Coincidental Phase (1952-1967): Following the adoption of the Constitution, general elections to the Lok Sabha and all State Legislative Assemblies were held
concurrently across four successive electoral cycles: 1952, 1957, 1962, and 1967. This was largely sustained because of a stable political landscape dominated by a single major
party.

* The Period of Asymmetry (1968-1970): This synchronized cycle broke down due to the premature dissolution of several State Assemblies following the political shifts of 1967,
alongside the frequent use of Article 356 (President's Rule). The alignment split entirely when the Lok Sabha itself was dissolved early, leading to a standalone general election in
1971.

* Institutional Revival Efforts:
e 1983: The Election Commission of India’s Annual Report first formally recommended returning to a synchronized system to reduce administrative strain.

e 1999: The Law Commission of India, headed by Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy in its 170th Report, emphasized that India must return to a state where elections to the Lok Sabha
and Legislative Assemblies are held together.

* 2015 onwards: The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice brought the issue back to the center of policy discussions, leading
to comprehensive studies by NITI Aayog and high-level expert committees tasked with designing a workable implementation roadmap.
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How does Earth protect itself from the Sun? New mission to find out

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, May 18

IN A first, Chinese and European space
agencies are sending a joint mission to
studythe Earth'sdefences against the Sun.
The Solarwind Magnetosphere lonosphere
Link Explorer (SMILE) mission will be
launched on Tuesday at 05:52 CEST (09:22
IST) on a European Vega-C rocket.

The mission aims to capture the first X-
ray images of Earth's protective magnetic
shield in action as it battles and deflects
harmful charged particles and energies
coming from the Sun.

These periodic events, when the Sun's
ejections interact with the outer layers of
Earth’s magnetic field, give rise tospectacu-
larly bright ‘'dancing lights' in the sky, called
auroras, Auroras have been visible from
Earth for centuries and evoked a sense of
wonder. For the very first time, a satellite
placed deep in space will capture the full
spectrum of this interaction and take
never-before-seen images of a crucial pro-

cess that enables life on Earth.

By studying these interactions, the
SMILE mission can help enable an early
warning system for solar ejections that
would be useful not just in protecting our
space assets but also ground-based infra-
structure, like electricity grids, from par-
ticularly nasty solar flares.

Theshield

The Sun constantly spews various types
of matter, magnetic fields, energy and
plasma intospace, which can interfere with
space weather. Perturbations to space
weather can have major ramifications on
many of Earth's critical space assets.

Earth remains largely protected from
these ejections thanks to the magnetic field
that blankets it, a vast, comet-shaped
bubble called the magnetosphere. In our
solar system, Earth hasone of the strongest
magnetospheres. It is the magnetosphere
that makes it possible for life to form, exist
and sustain on Earth.

SMILE is not the first space mission

Jointeffort

@ Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, France.,
Germany, Italy,
Luxembourg, the
Netherlands,
Norway, Spain,
Switzerland and the
UK have worked
with the Chinese on
this mission

® While the Chinese
and European space
agencies have
worked together in
the past, this is the
first time that they
are sending a joint
mission to space

meant to study the magnetosphere. Past
missions like the Swarm and Clusterbythe
European Space Agency (ESA) have also
vastly improved ourunderstanding of this
region in space and the processes that
happen here.

What sets SMILE apart is that it will, in
real-time, be able to capture X-ray images of
how the Earth's magnetosphere instinc-
tively reacts and protects the Earth from nu-
merous incoming solar emissions and
charged particies. Unlike previous missions,
it will also get a full view of the interactions
happening in the magnetosphere.

The mission

SMILE weighs about 2,600 kg and has a
mission life of about three years. It will be
positioned around 1.21 lakh km above
Earth’s north pole and be able to observe
the edge of the magnetosphere fully.

The mission will help solar physicists
better understand space weather and fore-
cast solar storms or other perturbations.
Thisis vital for the safety of astronauts, our

space-based assets like satellites, GPS, and
airline operations, as well asuninterrupted
operations of space stations.

The forecasts happen at present too,
thanks to satellites installed in space for
this purpose, but SMILE is expected to sig-
nificantly improve the accuracy and effec-
tiveness.

The mission is carrying four scientific
instruments, weighing 70 kg in total. All
these payloads will use remote sensing and
make in situ (on site) observations along
the near-Earth regions. The four onboard
instruments will operate both on X-ray and
ultraviolet wavelengths of the electromag-
netic spectrum.

ESA has developed the Soft X-ray
Imager (SXI), whereas the Chinese team
has developed the other three payloads —
Magnetometer, Light Ion Analyser (LIA)
and Ultraviolet aurora Imager (UVI).

While the Chinese and European space
agencies have worked together in the past,
thisis the first ime that they are sending a
joint mission to space.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Magnetosphere: This is the vast, comet-shaped region of space surrounding Earth where the planet’s internal magnetic field dominates the behavior of charged particles. It
acts as our primary planetary shield, deflecting the vast majority of intense solar radiation.

* lonosphere: A dense layer of Earth's atmosphere, extending from rouEth 50 km to nearly 1,000 km above the surface. It contains a high concentration of ions and free
electrons, which are ionized by solar radiation. This layer is crucial for global radio communications.

* Solar Wind: A continuous stream of high-energy charged particles—primarily plasma consisting of electrons, protons, and alpha particles—ejected from the Sun's upper
atmosphere (the corona) into interplanetary space at speeds reaching millions of kilometers per hour.

» Solar Ejections / Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs): These are massive, episodic bursts of solar plasma and magnetic fields released into the solar wind. When directed toward
Earth, they cause major disturbances in the magnetosphere, known as geomagnetic storms.

* Auroras (Northern and Southern Lights): Natural, vivid light displays in the hiﬁh-latitude skies. They occur when charged particles from the solar wind bypass the
magnetosphere and collide with gas molecules (like oxygen and nitrogen) in Earth's upper atmosphere, exciting them and releasing photons.

* Soft X-ray Imaging: A specialized remote sensing technique that detects low-energy (soft) X-rays. In space observation, it is used to capture emissions produced when highly
charged solar wind ions exchange electrons with neutral gases near Earth, visually mapping the boundaries of the magnetosphere.

* |In-Situ Measurements: Data collection gathered through direct, on-site sampling of the immediate environment. For example, a spacecraft measuring the density of local
plasma as it flies through it is taking in-situ measurements, contrasting with remote sensing, which observes from a distance.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The central thesis focuses on the critical vulnerability of modern technological civilization to space weather, and the transition toward predictive, global planetary defense
systems.

* The Vulnerability of Global Infrastructure

* Earth is constantly subjected to a barrage of solar energy. While our atmosphere and magnetic field provide a highly resilient natural defense, extreme space weather events
pose severe risks to modern infrastructure. A powerful geomagnetic storm can induce ground-level electrical currents capable of destroying transformer stations, leading to
prolonged, widespread power grid failures. Furthermore, it can disrupt high-frequency radio waves, rendering global positioning systems (GPS), satellite communications, and
aviation tracking networks temporarily inoperable.

* Limitations of Legacy Observation Frameworks

* Historically, our understandinF of the magnetosphere has relied heavily on localized data points. Missions operating within low-to-medium Earth orbits provic
point-based measurements. While these missions offer precise data on localized plasma density or magnetic strength, they lack the capacity to observe the |
unified, dynamic system. This approach is akin to trying to understand global weather patterns by looking at a single rain gauge.

* The Paradigm Shift in Space Weather Forecasting

* To overcome these limitations, advanced space missions are shifting toward global, real-time visualization. B% positioning observation platformn ..ﬁtical polar
orbits—such as placing a spacecraft roughly 1.21 lakh kilometers above the North Pole—scientists can capture the entire boundary layer (the m 2) where solar wind
collides with Earth's magnetic shield.

* This approach combines global remote sensin%(using Soft X-ra?/ and Ultraviolet imagers) with immediate in-situ measurements 1gvia mag s and ion analyzers). The
resulting data enables solar physicists to build highly accurate, real-time predictive models, transforming space weather mitigation from re 1age control into an early-
warning defense framework.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The trajectory of human understanding regarding solar storms and planetary magnetism highlights a steady shift from passive observation to highly coordinated
international tracking.

* Pre-Space Age and Early Observations: For centuries, auroras were viewed with cultural awe, but their physical origin remained a mystery. The scientific
connection began to crystallize during the 18th and 19th centuries as navigators noticed compass needles fluctuating during intense auroral displays, hinting at a deep
connection between solar activity and Earth's magnetic field.

* The 1859 Carrington Event: This event marks the birth of modern space weather awareness. A massive solar flare collided with Earth's magnetosphere, inducing
powerful electric currents in telegraph lines worldwide, causing sparks, shocking operators, and keeping telegraph networks running even after their batteries were
disconnected. It served as a clear warning of how solar activity impacts human technology.

* The Dawn of the Space Age (1958): The launch of Explorer 1 led to the discovery of the Van Allen radiation belts—zones of highly energetic charged particles
trapped by Earth's magnetic field. This confirmed that Earth is surrounded by a dynamic, hazardous radiation environment.

* The Era of Localized Multi-Satellite Missions: In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, space agencies moved toward multi-satellite constellations. Missions like
the European Space Agency's Cluster and Swarm deployed groups of satellites to map the fine structures of Earth's magnetosphere. However, these remained
restricted to taking point-by-point measurements within specific orbital pathways.

* The Modern Era of Global, Cross-Border Missions: Today, the focus has evolved toward global, real-time visualization of solar-terrestrial dynamics. This shift is
highlighted by major international collaborations, such as joint initiatives between European and Chinese space agencies, alongside independent national missions
like India's Aditya-L1. These efforts aim to continuously monitor the Sun-Earth Lagrangian points and Earth's polar regions to provide comprehensive, early-warning
capabilities.

Way Forward

To build a resilient global strategy for monitoring space weather, several key steps should be pursued:

Expanding Multilateral Observation Networks

International space agencies should expand collaborative networks by linking data from missions like the European-Chinese SMILE, India’s Aditya-L1, and NASA’s
solar observatories. Creating a unified, real-time data sharing platform will help eliminate blind spots in our tracking of the solar wind.

* Hardening Critical Ground and Space Infrastructure

* Governments should update national grid safety standards, requiring power companies to install capacitor-blocking systems to counter geomagnetically induced
currents. Similarly, commercial satellite operators should design spacecraft with enhanced radiation shielding and automated safe-mode protocols to handle sudden
solar storms.

* Standardizing International Space Law

* The United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNCOPUOS) should establish clear frameworks for space weather data sharing. Treating
space weather alerts as humanitarian data ensures that all nations receive early warnings to protect their domestic infrastructure.

* Fostering Space-Weather Startups

* Encouraging private aerospace startups to develop low-cost CubeSat constellations equipped with magnetometers can complement larger, state-led scientific
missions. This creates a multi-layered, resilient observation network that mixes public and private space capabilities.



COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS:

A) AXLA

Key Terms & History

@ KEY TERMS

« SXI: Soft X-ray Imager
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Strait of Hormuaz: A vital, narrow maritime chokepoint connecting the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea. It is arguably the most critical oil transit artery
in the world. For example, if this strait is blocked, a significant percentage of the world's daily petroleum consumption is stranded, instantly triggering a global energy crisis.

* Uranium Enrichment: The chemical process of increasing the percentage of the isotope Uranium-235 within natural uranium. While low-enriched uranium (around 3% to 5%)
is perfectly suited for generating peaceful civilian electricity, highly enriched uranium (90% and above) is weapon-grade material used for nuclear warheads.

* Maritime Sanctions: Legal and economic restrictions imposed by a country or international body to disrupt a target nation’s maritime trade, shipping fleets, and port
operations. A practical example includes banning international insurance companies from covering vessels carrying a blockaded country's cargo, effectively grounding their
merchant navy.

* Frozen Assets: Financial funds, properties, or bank accounts belonging to a sovereign state or its citizens held in foreign banks that are legally blocked by international
sanctions. These assets cannot be withdrawn, moved, or utilized until diplomatic or legal resolutions are achieved.

* Backchannel Diplomacy: Unofficial, secret, or indirect communication channels utilized by adversary nations to negotiate contentious issues outside the public eye. This is
often facilitated by a neutral third party, such as a mutual regional partner, to keep dialogue alive when direct public talks are politically impossible.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core dynamics of modern West Asian diplomacy revolve around a complex, high-stakes game of leverage, sequencing, and structural distrust between major powers.
* The Sequencing Debate: Trade-Offs vs. Security

* The central argument put forward by regional actors is that long-term stability can only be built incrementally. The current strategic push favors a phased approach: first,
stabilize maritime commerce, ensure free transit through global chokepoints, and secure immediate sanctions relief. Highly sensitive, existential issues—such as long-term nuclear
enrichment capabilities—are deferred to later stages. The logic here is that economic breathing room must precede security concessions.

* Asymmetric Leverage and Counter-Pressures

* The diplomatic friction reveals an intense battle of asymmetric tools. On one hand, regional powers utilize their geographic dominance over critical chokepoints to enforce
sovereignty and project maritime power. On the other hand, global powers use the weaponization of the international financial architecture, specifically freezing tens of billions of
dollars in foreign bank reserves, to force compliance.

* The Dilution of Strategic Certainty

* A major systemic barrier highlighted in these diplomatic exchanges is the phenomenon of "shifting goalposts." As political leadership changes or domestic pressures mount,
negotiating positions fluctuate rapidly. This creates an environment of profound unpredictability where tentative agreements, such as potential oil sanction waivers or partial
asset releases, are frequently floated by one faction and abruptly denied by another, deeply undermining institutional trust.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The modern friction in West Asia is not a sudden development; it is the product of decades of shifting alliances, ideological revolutions, and broken diplomatic
frameworks.

* The Pre-1979 Era (The Twin Pillars Policy): Prior to the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran was a cornerstone of Western foreign policy in West Asia. Under the Shah,
Tehran enjoyed deep military, economic, and intelligence cooperation with Washington, acting as a regional gendarme to contain Soviet influence.

* The 1979 Rupture and the Security Dilemma: The Islamic Revolution completely inverted this dynamic. The collapse of the monarchy and the subsequent hostage
crisis transformed a strategic partnership into an ideological conflict. This era established the foundational distrust that still governs regional maritime and nuclear
friction today.

* The 2015 JCPOA Breakthrough: After decades of covert nuclear development and escalating sanctions, the signing of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) marked a historic high point. It demonstrated that structured, verified enrichment caps could successfully be traded for comprehensive economic and
maritime sanction rollbacks.

* The 2018 Unilateral Withdrawal and "Maximum Pressure": The architecture of compromise collapsed when the United States unilaterally walked away from the
JCPOA in 2018. The subsequent re-imposition of secondary sanctions led to a parallel escalation in maritime grey-zone warfare, with tankers targeted and threats to
close global chokepoints intensifying.

* The Present Era of Hybrid Negotiation: Today, the issue has evolved into a highly fragmented, multi-party negotiation framework. Deprived of a singular treaty,
states rely on backchannel intermediaries to broker hyper-specific, localized deals combining asset unfreezing with maritime de-escalation.

* Way Forward
* Resolving the structural instability in West Asia requires moving away from fragile, transactional compromises toward a more robust institutional framework.

* Transitioning to a Multi-Tiered Verification Architecture: Rather than relying on sweeping political pronouncements, future agreements must utilize a strict
tiered verification framework. Asset releases should be structurally linked to verifiable milestones monitored by impartial international bodies, ensuring
economic relief and security compliance move in precise harmony.

* Formalizing a Trans-Regional Maritime Security Dialogue: To neutralize the threat of chokepoint closures, a formal maritime security cour ablished
for the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea. This should include all coastal states alongside major global energy importers (including India), shiftir sement of the
Strait of Hormuz from unilateral sovereignty to a multilateral, rules-based transit framework.

* |nstitutionalizing permanent Backchannels to Avoid Goalpost Shifts: The global community must support the creation of a perm itutionalized diplomatic
secretariat in neutral regional locations. By insulating negotiations from the immediate political cycles of participating nations, this would significantly

reduce sudden shifts in negotiating positions and help build durable institutional trust.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Mycoses: This is the medical term for any infectious disease caused by fungi that invade human or animal tissue. They can range from
superficial skin conditions to deep-seated, life-threatening systemic infections affecting internal organs like the lungs or brain.

* Opportunistic Infections: Infections caused by pathogens that take advantage of an opportunity not normally available, such as a host with
a weakened immune system, altered microbiota, or breached skin barriers.

* Mucormycosis: A rare but exceptionally aggressive opportunistic fungal infection caused by a group of molds called mucormycetes. It
gained widespread public attention during health emergencies when excessive steroid use and uncontrolled diabetes created an environment
for it to rapidly invade the sinuses, eyes, and brains of patients.

* Aspergillosis and Histoplasmosis: These are complex respiratory fungal conditions. Aspergillosis is caused by an omnipresent
environmental mold (Aspergillus), while Histoplasmosis is linked to soil containing bird or bat droppings. Both mimic the clinical symptoms of
pulmonary tuberculosis, frequently leading to dangerous diagnostic errors in endemic regions.

* Chytridiomycosis: A devastating infectious disease affecting amphibians globally, caused by the chytrid fungus (Batrachochytrium
dendrobatidis). It damages the skin layers through which these animals breathe and regulate water, causing massive ecological collapses and
extinctions.

* MALDI-TOF (Matrix-Assisted Laser Desorption/lonization Time-of-Flight): An advanced diagnostic mass spectrometry technology. It
vaporizes fungal or bacterial samples with a laser to create a unique surface protein signature, identifying pathogens within minutes by
comparing profiles against an existing electronic database.

* Antifungal Resistance (AFR): A subset of antimicrobial resistance where fungi evolve genetic mechanisms to survive exposure to standard
antifungal medications. This is heavily accelerated by patient self-medication and the widespread use of identical chemical compounds (such as
azoles) in agricultural crop protection.

* Eukaryotic Cells: Cells that contain complex structures, including a distinct nucleus and membrane-bound organelles. Fungi, like humans
and animals, are eukaryotes, which makes designing drugs that kill fungal cells without harming human tissue a significant biochemical
challenge.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core discourse shifts the focus away from dominant viral and bacterial frameworks toward the overlooked global crisis of fungal
diseases.

* The Tropical Burdens and Policy Blindspots

* Tropical regions face a disproportionately high burden of fungal infections because hot, humid conditions naturally accelerate fungal
proliferation. While a medical professional in a temperate Western nation might treat only a handful of fungal eye or deep-tissue infections
annually, institutions in tropical countries manage multiple acute cases every single day. Despite an estimated burden exceeding 5 crore
affected individuals in India alone, public health policy, research funding, and institutional infrastructure remain heavily skewed toward
bacterial and viral threats.

* The Blind Empirical Approach to Treatment

* Acritical vulnerability in clinical settings is the systemic delay in accurate diagnosis. Because primary healthcare providers lack immediate
access to specialized mycological testing, they routinely adopt a sequential, empirical strategy: prescribing broad-spectrum antibacterials first.
Only when these therapies fail do they consider antifungal options. This delay gives opportunistic fungi the time to penetrate deeper into vital
organs and blood streams, significantly increasing mortality rates and driving up healthcare costs.

* The Crisis of the "Dying Art" in Diagnostics

* Traditional microbiology relies heavily on culture plates and the visual, morphological identification of fungal spores—a specialized skill that
is rapidly declining among laboratory professionals. Fungal cultures take weeks to grow, and many species fail to sporulate in a laboratory
setting at all. Advanced molecular tools, such as MALDI-TOF mass spectrometry or customized Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) tests, offer a
faster alternative. However, their clinical deployment is restricted by prohibitive capital costs, lack of updated regional databases, and technical
difficulties in breaking open the tough chitinous cell walls of fungi to extract DNA.

* The Interconnectedness of Ecosystem Health

* The challenges of managing fungal pathogens cross over human medicine into wildlife conservation and veterinary science. Diseases like
chytridiomycosis illustrate how cryptic, early-stage fungal infections can silently devastate biodiversity before outward clinical signs appear.
Laboratory isolation protocols remain poorly standardized and are often treated as proprietary research secrets rather than open-access
protocols. This lack of collaborative data-sharing undermines global biosecurity and public health coordination.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The trajectory of mycological diseases reveals a transition from localized dermatological concerns to a complex, multi-sectoral public health
challenge.

* The Pre-Independence to Early Post-Independence Era

* During the foundational phases of modern tropical medicine, priority was given to high-mortality bacterial and parasitic epidemics such as
cholera, malaria, smallpox, and tuberculosis. Fungal infections were generally categorized as superficial, non-fatal skin ailments (like ringworm
or athlete's foot). Consequently, early national health programs built massive vertical structures for bacterial control while leaving mycological
research relegated to minor sub-departments within academic biology.

* The Late Twentieth Century and the Immunocompromised Era

* With the global rise of the HIV-AIDS pandemic in the 1980s and 1990s, alongside advancements in cancer chemotherapies and organ
transplant medicine, the landscape changed dramatically. Clinicians began witnessing a surge in invasive, systemic fungal infections like
cryptococcal meningitis and systemic candidiasis. Despite this clear shift in patient vulnerability, funding for diagnostic infrastructure failed to
keep pace, leaving most Tier-2 and Tier-3 healthcare facilities in developing nations without basic mycological capabilities.

* The Catalyst of the COVID-19 Pandemic

* The unprecedented surge of mucormycosis ("black fungus") during health crises served as an institutional turning point. The widespread use
of life-saving corticosteroids, coupled with underlying metabolic comorbidities like diabetes and industrial oxygen supply challenges, led to an
epidemic within an epidemic. This crisis exposed the acute shortage of trained mycologists, the absence of nationwide fungal surveillance
networks, and India's vulnerability to opportunistic environmental pathogens.

* The Present Era of Strategic Recognition

* Following these domestic challenges, international bodies took action, culminating in the World Health Organization releasing its first-ever
Fungal Pathogen Priority List (FPPL) in 2022. This global framework prompted domestic research bodies to shift focus toward tracking antifungal
resistance, studying filamentous fungi, and developing novel therapeutic molecules to counter the rising threat of pan-drug-resistant strains.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Pangolins: Insectivorous, nocturnal mammals characterized by large, protective keratin scales covering their skin. They are often dubbed
"scaly anteaters" and hold the unfortunate distinction of being the most heavily trafficked wild mammals globally.

* Genetic Mapping: A method used to identify the locus of genes and the distances between them on a chromosome. In conservation
forensics, it functions as a biological GPS, assigning unique regional genetic variations to specific geographic locations.

* Degraded DNA: DNA that has fractured into short fragments over time due to environmental exposure like heat, humidity, or chemical
processing. Smuggled animal parts, particularly parched scales, usually contain highly degraded DNA, making standard whole-genome
sequencing ineffective.

» Targeted Loci Sequencing: A highly specific genetic technique that focuses exclusively on pre-identified regions of a genome known to
vary between populations, rather than sequencing the entire genome. Think of it as scanning a suspect's unique fingerprints instead of
mapping their entire anatomy.

* Museum Specimen DNA (Historical DNA): Genetic material extracted from preserved animals kept in natural history museums. This acts
as a biological time capsule, allowing scientists to reconstruct the genetic profile of wildlife populations that have vanished from the wild.

* Transnational Organized Crime: lllicit activities conducted across national borders by structured criminal networks. Wildlife trafficking
operates on this scale, utilizing the same clandestine logistics networks as arms, drugs, and human trafficking.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The intersection of wildlife conservation, international law, and forensic science rests on several core conceptual pillars.
* The Problem of Forensic Anonymity

* Historically, when enforcement agencies seized contraband at international transport hubs, tracing the material back to its source was
nearly impossible. The physical processing of scales strips away visual clues, and the resulting degraded DNA thwarted traditional genetic
tests. This anonymity insulated the actual poachers and localized syndicates at the source.

* The Methodological Breakthrough

* By shifting focus from full-genome sequencing to targeting 671 precise population-differentiating locations on the pangolin genome,
researchers bypassed the barrier of degraded DNA. Leveraging historical museum specimens solved a major logistical hurdle: filling spatial
gaps in geographic maps for regions where wild pangolins are now too rare to safely sample.

* The Convergence of Domestic and Global Supply Lines

* A major revelation challenges the conventional wisdom that local poaching for subsistence or domestic traditional medicine operates
independently of international networks. Evidence indicates a deep structural overlap:

* Domestic trade transits an average of 454 km from the source to local markets.
* The exact same localized sourcing grounds feed into the supply chains of international transnational cartels.

* Traffickers deliberately pool scales from multiple neighboring populations before consolidating them into major international shipments,
primarily bound for East Asian hubs like China and Vietnam.

* Geopolitical Hotspots and the Indian Connection

* The mapping explicitly identifies regional epicenters for trafficking:

* White-bellied Pangolins: Centered around Southwestern Cameroon.
* Sunda Pangolins: Headquartered in Southwestern Borneo.

* Chinese Pangolins: Highly concentrated around Myanmar, with a crucial supply corridor running directly through Northeast India,
specifically traversing Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, and potentially Bhutan.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The trajectory of pangolin exploitation mirrors the broader global evolution of wildlife conservation
policies.

* Pre-1970s (Localized and Subsistence Era): Hunting was primarily confined to indigenous communities
for local consumption and traditional medicine. Population densities remained stable as exploitation
matched natural reproductive replacement rates.

* 1972 (The Indian Legislative Turning Point): India enacted the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
Recognizing the growing threat, both the Indian Pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) and the Chinese Pangolin
(Manis pentadactyla) were eventually placed under Schedule I, granting them the highest tier of legal
protection alongside the Bengal Tiger.

* 1975 (The Dawn of International Oversight): The Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) entered into force. Pangolins were initially placed under Appendix Il,
which regulated but did not entirely prohibit commercial trade.

* Late 20th to Early 21st Century (The East Asian Demand Boom): Rapid economic growth in East Asia
caused demand for pangolin scales (used in Traditional Chinese Medicine) and meat (a luxury status symbol)
to skyrocket. As Asian species faced localized extinction, syndicates shifted their supply chains to African
species.

* 2016 (The Absolute Global Ban): At the CITES Conference of Parties (CoP17), a historic consensus
transferred all eight species of pangolins from Appendix Il to Appendix I, imposing an outright ban on all
international commercial trade.

* The Present Era (The Forensic Shift): Despite legal bans, black-market volumes hit record highs. The focus
of global conservation has consequently shifted from passing laws to employing advanced molecular tools,
such as forensic population genomics, to map illicit trade routes.
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