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* Key Terms and Explanations '

* Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT): An attached office of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry responsible for
formulating and implementing the Foreign Trade Policy. It acts as the gatekeeper for India's export-import (EXIM) regulations.

* El Nifio: A climate pattern involving the unusual warming of surface waters in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. For India, it
typically correlates with suppressed monsoon rainfall, which is detrimental to water-intensive crops like sugarcane.

* Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is a global "choke point" for trade; any
conflict here (such as involving Iran) disrupts the supply of petroleum and, crucially, fertilizers like urea and DAP.

* Adsali, Suru, and Pre-seasonal: These refer to the planting cycles of sugarcane. Adsali (planted in July-August) has an 18-month
duration; Pre-seasonal (Oct-Nov) takes 15 months; and Suru (Jan-Feb) takes 12 months.

* Export Price Parity: A condition where the price of a commodity in the domestic market is roughly equal to the price it would
fetch in the international market after accounting for transport and handling costs.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The decision to restrict sugar exports is not a reactionary whim but a calculated move based on three pillars of risk
management:

* The Precautionary Buffer: While current domestic availability appears "comfortable" with a production estimate of 279 lakh
tonnes, the closing stocks are projected to hit a nine-year low of roughly 42.5 lakh tonnes. This represents only about 1.8 months
of domestic consumption, leaving little room for error during the peak festival season or potential crop failure.

* Geopolitical Contagion: The conflict in West Asia, particularly involving Iran, threatens the "Fertilizer Security" of India.
Sugarcane requires high doses of nutrients. A disruption in the Strait of Hormuz would choke the supply of raw materials for
fertilizers, leading to lower yields in the 2026-27 and 2027-28 seasons.

* Climate Risk (El Nifo): Global models suggest a "weak-to-moderate" El Nifio emerging by mid-2026, which could persist into
2027. Since sugarcane is a long-duration crop, the lack of monsoon rain in 2026 would not just affect the immediate harvest but
would devastate the standing crops intended for the following year's crushing.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The regulation of sugar in India has moved from rigid control to "calibrated freedom":

* 1966 (Sugar Control Order): Post-independence, the government exercised total control over production,
distribution, and pricing under the Essential Commodities Act to ensure affordability.

* 2013 (Rangarajan Committee Reforms): A major milestone where the "levy sugar" system (forcing mills to sell a
portion to the govt at low prices) was abolished, and the regulated release mechanism was partially eased.

* 2018 (Introduction of MSP): To protect farmers from falling prices, the government introduced a Minimum Selling
Price (MSP) for sugar at the mill gate.

* The Ethanol Shift (2020-Present): India aggressively pushed the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme, diverting
"excess" sugar to fuel production. This changed the export logic—surplus sugar is now viewed as a strategic energy
reserve, not just a trade commodity.

*  Way Forward
* To move beyond "knee-jerk" export bans, India needs a structural overhaul:

* Drip Irrigation Mandate: Make drip irrigation compulsory for sugarcane to decouple the crop's success from volatile
monsoon patterns. 2. Digital Stock Monitoring: Implement a blockchain-based real-time inventory system for sugar mills
to ensure the government has accurate data before making trade decisions.

* Fertilizer Diversification: Reduce dependence on the Strait of Hormuz by investing in domestic coal-to-urea plants
and sourcing from stable partners in North Africa and North America.

* Dynamic Export Quotas: Instead of a total ban, implement a "moving window" export policy where quotas are
released monthly based on verified stock levels.

All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Prelims (2017): With reference to agriculture in India, how can the use of 'Liquid Muck' (Fertilizer) help? (Theme:
Fertilizer impact).

* Mains (2020, GS3): "El Nifo and La Nifia events have a major impact on the Indian monsoon." Discuss.
* Mains (2022, GS3): What are the main constraints in transport and marketing of agricultural produce in India?

* Mains (2018, GS3): "The food processing industry in India needs to be promoted." (Sugar being a major input).
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A

What is PCOS and why does renaming it to PMOS matter?

EXPERT EXPLAINS
DR GARIMA KACHHAWA

PROFESSOR OF OBSTETRICS AND
GYNAECOLOGY AT AlMS. DELHI

FOR YEARS, the term Polycystic Ovary
Syndrome (POOS) has been widely used to
describe one of the most common hor-
monal conditions affecting wormen of re-
productive age. In this condition, the

the name was incomplete, even mislead-
Ing. By focusing only on the ovaries, it fadled
tocmntl-hnwmdm
hormonal, repeoductive and psychological
mwmwm
That understanding has now prompted

a major global shift in medical termdnology.
After a landmark ghobal effort Jod by Mon-
ash Univensity, PCOS will now be called
Polyendocrine Metabollc Ovarian Syn-
drome (PMOS), which better reflects the
condition’s complex. multisystem nature.
Dr Garima Kachhawa, professor of
obstetrics and gynaecology at All India in-

stitute of Medical Sclences, Delhil, tells
Rinku Ghosh that “the shift underlines
the noeed for women and clinicians 1o look
beyond reproductive sympeonss and rec-
ognise the broader health risks linked to
the disorder”,

thon. Normally, during each menstrual
cycle, several follicles start growing in the
ovary. One of these becomes the dominant
follicle, which matures fully and refeases
an egy (ovilation). The remadning follicles
naturally

regress.

In what was traditionally called PCOS,
that maturation process gets disnupeed. In-
stead of one follicle fully developing. many
follicles stall midway. They remain small
and immature rather than progressing to
ovulation. These are calied arrestod follickes,
On an ultrasownd, these lmemature follicles
often appear as mdtiple small, round fuakd-
filled structures around the ovary. Henoethe
misconception, accoeding to Dr Kachhawa,
Excerpts from an interview;

features.

The term PCOS focused madndy on the
ovaries and did not adequately represent
the broader nature of the condition. The
new name, PMOS, will be introduced glo-
bally over the next theee yean.

How Is PMOS different from the
traditional understanding of PCOS?
PMOS highlights fts multisystem na-

Psychological features are depression,
andety, poor quality of life and eating dis-
orders, Dermatosogical features are identif)-
able as acrve, thinning scalp and facial hair,

Why do experts say the term PCOS Is
misieading for paticnts and doctors?
The term wias misbeading because masy
women with PCOS do not actually have
ovarian cysts, though they naay have looked
like that in an ultrasound scan. But labelling
these cases as POOS delays dlagnosis and
hinders effective communication between
patients and bhealth professionals. This re-
sults in patient dissatisfaction with care.

Will the new name change how the
condition Is treated?

The new name will not immediately
change diagnostic criteria or treatment
protocols. Existing treatment plans remalin
valid unless symptoms or health risks
requilre reassewment,

However, It may help women better

understand that the condition extends

care by placing greater emphasis on
screening for blood sugar, cholesterol,
blood pressure and other long-term health
risks, Hfestyle modification, and multidis-

and re-
duce stigma associated with infertility,
welght gain, acne and hissutism.

The change carries particular signifi-
cance for India, where experts estimate the

of the condition to be between

16%and I, Given the penetic
tlon of Indians 1o heart disease and dla-
betes, debayed diagnosts can mwean yoars of
unimanaged sympeoms and missed oppor-
tunities to prevent complications ke insy-
Hin resistance, infertility, pestational dia-
betes and candiovascular risks later in life.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* PMOS (Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome): The new nomenclature that emphasizes the condition's multi-systemic nature, involving
hormones (endocrine) and energy processing (metabolic).

* Arrested Follicles: Often mislabeled as "cysts," these are actually immature eggs that fail to develop and be released during ovulation due to
hormonal imbalances.

* Androgens: Often called "male hormones" (like testosterone), these are present in all women. In PMOS, elevated levels lead to symptoms like
acne and hirsutism (excess facial hair).

* Insulin Resistance: A metabolic state where cells don't respond well to insulin, leading to high blood sugar and acting as a primary driver for the
weight gain and cardiovascular risks associated with the syndrome.

* MASLD (Metabolic Dysfunction-Associated Steatotic Liver Disease): Formerly known as "fatty liver," this highlights the link between hormonal
imbalance and liver health.

* Dysglycaemia: An umbrella term for abnormal blood sugar levels, including pre-diabetes and Type 2 diabetes.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core argument for this transition rests on the fact that the term "PCOS" is clinically misleading. Many women diagnosed with the condition do
not actually have cysts on their ovaries, yet the name forces a focus on the reproductive organs while neglecting systemic health.

* The "Misnomer" Problem: By focusing on the "ovary," clinicians and patients often overlook the metabolic time bombs—like hypertension and
diabetes—that accompany the condition.

* Multisystemic Scope: The transition to PMOS acknowledges that the condition affects the Endocrine (hormones), Metabolic (sugar/fat
processing), Reproductive (fertility), Psychological (depression/anxiety), and Dermatological (skin/hair) systems.

* Early Intervention: Renaming encourages "upstream" screening. Instead of waiting for fertility issues to arise in one's 20s or 30s, the PMOS label
prompts doctors to screen adolescent girls for insulin resistance and cardiovascular markers early on.

* Patient Dissatisfaction: The old nomenclature often led to a "wait and see" approach regarding fertility, leaving women’s other symptoms (like
weight gain or mental health struggles) unaddressed.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The journey of understanding this condition reflects the broader evolution of gynecology:

* 1935 (The Stein-Leventhal Era): Doctors Irving Stein and Michael Leventhal first described the association between polycystic ovaries and symptoms
like amenorrhea. For decades, it was seen strictly as a "surgical" or "ovarian" problem.

* Late 20th Century: The discovery of the role of Insulin Resistance shifted the focus from the ovaries to the pancreas and the endocrine system.

* 2003 (The Rotterdam Criteria): An international consensus established diagnostic criteria, but still kept the "PCOS" name, even while acknowledging
that one could have the syndrome without polycystic ovaries.

* 2024-2026 (The PMOS Shift): Led by institutions like Monash University and experts at AIIMS, a global consensus emerged to rename the condition
to better reflect its metabolic and multisystemic reality.

*  Way Forward
* Multidisciplinary Clinics: Establish "PMQOS Hubs" in public hospitals that provide integrated care (Endocrinology + Gynecology + Psychiatry).

* Standardized Screening: The Ministry of Health should issue new guidelines for adolescent health screenings that include metabolic markers for
PMOS.

* Public Awareness Campaigns: Use "Asha" workers and community health programs to educate the rural population that "irregular periods" are a sign
of "body-wide" health, not just a "marriage/fertility" issue.

» Digital Health Records: Use the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) to track the long-term health outcomes of women diagnosed with PMOS to
prevent the onset of Type 2 diabetes.

Previous Years' UPSC Questions

* GS 2(2020): "Appropriate local community-level healthcare intervention is a prerequisite to achieve 'Health for All' in India. Explain."

* GS 2(2022): "The critical determinants of health care are as much outside the medical system as within it. Elaborate."

* GS1(2019): "What are the continued challenges for women in India against the background of the social and economic changes?"

* Essay (2021): "The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world." (Can be linked to the health of women as a foundation for societal strength).
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« GEOPOUITICS

PM’s Europe trip:
New alliances for
new uncertainties

Shtdugt Poy




* Key Terms and Explanations

» Strategic Realism: A foreign policy approach that prioritizes national interest and tangible power dynamics over purely ideological leanings. It suggests that India is
engaging with Europe not just as a "friend," but as a calculated partner for capital and technology.

* Blue Economy: This refers to the sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and jobs while preserving the health of the ocean
ecosystem. Norway and Denmark are pioneers in this field, offering India expertise in deep-sea mining and offshore wind.

* De-risking: Unlike "de-coupling" (completely cutting off trade), de-risking involves reducing reliance on a single country (often China) for critical supplies to ensure
that a supply chain isn't crippled by geopolitical shocks.

* EFTA-TEPA: The Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) with the European Free Trade Association (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland). It is a
landmark deal that focuses on investment commitments alongside tariff reductions.

* IMEEC (India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor): A planned multimodal transport route intended to stimulate economic development through connectivity
between India, the Arabian Gulf, and Europe.

* Critical Minerals: These are metallic or non-metallic elements (like lithium or cobalt) that are essential for modern technology and green energy but have high
supply-chain risks.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis of this diplomatic push is that Europe has transitioned from being a mere market for Indian goods to a foundational strategic partner.

* Europe as a Reliable Alternative: Amidst the unpredictability of traditional superpowers, Europe is positioned as a stable, predictable partner for India. This is
visible in the push for the India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

* The Nordic Synergy: The engagement with the five Nordic nations is driven by a "niche-complementarity" model. Each country offers a specific strength:
* Sweden: A hub for R&D and defense (e.g., Saab’s 100% FDI project).
* Denmark: A leader in maritime and green hydrogen.
* Norway: A powerhouse in the Arctic and maritime technology.
* Finland/Iceland: Masters of digital tech and geothermal energy respectively.

* Innovation Meets Scale: This is the mantra for the Netherlands-India tie-up. The Netherlands provides frontier technology (semi 5, water management),
while India provides the massive scale for deployment and testing.

* The Mediterranean Anchor: Italy serves as the western gateway for the IMEEC, ensuring that India’s connectivity projects he landing point in Southern
Europe.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The relationship has matured through distinct phases:

* The Cold War Era (1947-1991): Relations were cordial but limited. India’s proximity to the Soviet Union and Europe's alignment with NATO created a glass ceiling for strategic
cooperation.

» The Liberalization Pivot (1991-2010): Following India’s economic reforms, Europe became a major trading partner. However, the focus remained largely on textiles, gems, and
IT services.

* The Strategic Awakening (2014—-Present):
* 2018: The first India-Nordic Summit in Stockholm marked a departure from dealing with Europe only through "The Big Three" (UK, France, Germany).
e 2022: The second summit in Copenhagen solidified cooperation on green transitions.

e 2025: The entry into force of the EFTA-TEPA on October 1st represented a paradigm shift in trade diplomacy, moving beyond just goods to massive investment
guarantees.

* Present Day (2026): India is now an indispensable part of the European security and economic architecture, evidenced by 100% FDI in defense and critical mineral
partnerships.

* Way Forward
* To maximize the benefits of this European pivot, India should:
* Fast-track the EU-FTA: Finalizing the comprehensive FTA with the broader European Union is essential to provide a uniform platform for trade.

* Invest in Human Capital: To truly benefit from "Innovation meets scale," India must upgrade its technical education to match the standards of Dutch or Swedish R&D
ecosystems.

* Infrastructure for IMEEC: Beyond diplomatic signings, India must ensure the domestic infrastructure (ports like Mundra and JNPT) is ready for the increased throughput that
IMEEC promises.

* Arctic Presence: Strengthen the "Maitri" and "Himadri" research stations and seek more active participation in the Arctic Council with Nordic support.

All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

e 2023 (GS 2): "The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC) is a game-changer for India’s connectivity." Discuss its strategic and economic implications.

* 2022 (GS 2): "The Nordic countries are small in size but giants in innovation and sustainability." In this context, analyze the significance of the India-Nordic Summit for India.
* 2018 (GS 2): "India’s relations with the European Union have been dominated by trade, but there is a need to move towards a strategic partnership." Evaluate.

* 2017 (GS 2): "The UK’s exit from the EU (Brexit) opened new doors for India’s bilateral relations with individual European nations." Discuss with examples.
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Uneasy truce in Beijing as Trump and Xi discuss trade, Taiwan

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

The United States and Chi-
na appeared to come to an
uneasy truce - at least for
now - on trade, Taiwan,
and the future of an in-
creasingly contested rela-
tionship, as their leaders
met for talks in Beijing on

Thursday.

Chinese
Jinping told visiting U.S.
President Donald Trump
that relations could des-

President Xi

cend to “clashes and con-
flicts” if the Taiwan ques-
tion, which he described
as “the most important is-
sue in China-US, rela
tions”, was not managed
properly, according to the
Chinese readout of the
talks. “If it is handled pro-
perly, the bilateral relation-
ship will enjoy overall sta-

bility. Otherwise, the two
countries will have clashes
and even conflicts, putting
the entire relationship in
great jeopardy,” he said.
China also conveyed its op-
position to U.S. arms sales
to Taiwan.

The U.S. readout, for its
part, made no mention of
Taiwan, though Secretary
of State Marco Rubio later
told presspersons the U.S.
position remained un-
changed. The readouts
suggested both sides had
merely underlined their
respective positions on an
issue that remains a flash-
point. The White House
statement said both did
agree on the need to keep
the Strait of Hormuz open
and to support the free
flow of energy, and that Mr.
Xi had “made clear China's
opposition to the militari-

-

=

Leaders’ day out: Xi Jinping and Donald Trump at the Temple of
Heaven in Beijing on Thursday. VA REUTERS

sation of the strait”. Ho-
wever, there appeared no
broader agreement on ad-
dressing the Iran crisis.
The ceremony in Beijing
trumped the substance,
Mr. Trump's visit began
with a grand welcome on
Thursday morning, as he
was greeted by marching
PLA troops and cheering
schoolchildren at the Great

Hall of the People, “It real-
ly was a magnificent wel-
come like none other,” Mr.
Trump said. The two lead-
ers spent several hours in
ecach other's company,
with delegation talks fol-
lowed by Mr. Xi taking the
U.S. President on a tour of
the Temple of Heaven,

A state banquet fol-
lowed in the evening, with

further talks over tea set
for Friday in the Chinese
leadership’s Zhongnanhai
compound.

At the formal talks, Mr.
Xi called for “a new vision”
for ties, which he labelled
“a constructive relation-
ship of strategic stability”
for “the next three years
and beyond”.

May meet more
The two leaders may meet
three more times this year
alone, officials said. Mr.
Trump invited Mr. Xi to vi-
sit the U.S. on September
24, which he provisionally
accepted. The two leaders
could also meet at an APEC
(Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation) summit that
China is set to host later
this year, and at the G-20
meet in Miami,

The broader challenge

facing the two leaders as
they navigate a fractious
relationship is a changed
dynamic. “The US. still
thinks it is dealing with the
China of 10 years ago, but
the power dynamic has
shifted”, said Cameron
Johnson, formerly Profes-
sor at New York University
Shanghai and senior partn-
er at a supply chain con-
sulting firm that advises
U.S. and Chinese
companies.

Both countries have
traded blows in an ongoing
trade and technology war.
For U.S. businesses, res-
tricted access to rare
earths was a major worry,
while for China, American
export controls remain a
concern, especially on
semiconductors.

The visit could yield a
temporary truce.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Uneasy Truce: A state of perceived peace or a cessation of hostilities that is fragile and lacks a foundation of mutual trust. In this context, it refers
to a temporary "ceasefire" in the trade and technology war.

* The Taiwan Question: Refers to the status of Taiwan. China views it as a breakaway province (One-China Principle), while the U.S. maintains the
"Taiwan Relations Act," providing defensive arms and maintaining "strategic ambiguity."

* Strait of Hormuz: A vital geographic chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world's most important oil transit
channel. Cooperation here indicates a shared interest in global energy security despite bilateral friction.

* Semiconductors and Rare Earths: The "new oil." Semiconductors are the brains of modern electronics; Rare Earths are minerals essential for high-
tech manufacturing. These are the primary weapons in the current "Technology Cold War."

* Zhongnanhai: The central headquarters for the Communist Party of China and the State Council. It is the Chinese equivalent of the White House or
10 Downing Street.

* Strategic Stability: A state in international relations where powers have enough parity or understanding that neither side feels compelled to
initiate a conflict.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The dialogue in Beijing reveals a relationship transitioning from "engagement" to "managed competition."

* The Thesis of "Clash vs. Cooperation": President Xi Jinping’s core argument is that the bilateral relationship is at a crossroads. If the "Taiwan issue"
is mishandled, conflict is not just a possibility but an inevitability. He argues for a "new vision" that moves beyond the old power dynamics.

* The Shift in Power Parity: A significant point raised is that the U.S. is "dealing with the China of 10 years ago." The argument here is that the global
power structure has shifted from unipolarity to a more complex bipolar or multipolar reality where China’s leverage in supply chains is absolute.

* Functional Cooperation amidst Friction: Despite deep-seated disagreements on Taiwan and trade, the two nations found common ground on the
Strait of Hormuz. This suggests that "Global Commons" (energy flow, maritime security) remain the only areas where the two giants can collaborate
without losing face.

* Arms Sales as a Flashpoint: China views U.S. arms sales to Taiwan not merely as trade, but as a violation of sovereignty. The U.S. counterargument,
though omitted in the joint readout, remains anchored in maintaining the regional balance of power.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Understanding the present requires a journey through the "Long Game" of US-China relations.

* The 1949 Divide: Following the Chinese Communist Revolution, the U.S. refused to recognize the PRC, backing the Nationalist government in
Taiwan.

* The 1972 Opening (Nixon in China): Driven by the desire to counter the Soviet Union, the U.S. and China began a period of "rapprochement,"
leading to the 1979 formal establishment of ties.

* The Engagement Era (1990s-2010): The U.S. supported China's entry into the WTO (2001), believing that economic integration would lead to
political liberalization. This is often called the "Liberal Peace" theory.

* The Pivot to Asia (2012 onwards): Under the Obama administration, the U.S. began recognizing China as a "peer competitor." This escalated into
the "Trade War" under the first Trump administration and "De-risking/Decoupling" under the Biden administration.

* The Present (2026 Context): We are now in an era of "Transactional Diplomacy." Ideology has taken a backseat to raw economic and military
leverage.

* Way Forward
* Establishing "Guardrails": Both nations must define clear "Red Lines" to prevent accidental escalation, especially in the South China Sea.

* Reviving Multilateralism: Using platforms like the G20 or APEC to anchor bilateral issues in a global framework, making it harder for one side to act
unilaterally.

* India’s Role: India should maintain "Strategic Autonomy," leveraging the U.S.-China rivalry to strengthen its own manufacturing base (via "China+1"
strategy) while ensuring regional stability through the QUAD.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC 2020 (GS 2): "The USA is facing an existential threat in the form of a rising China, that is much more challenging than the erstwhile Soviet
Union." Explain.

* UPSC 2018 (GS 2): "China is using its economic relations and positive trade surplus as tools to develop potential military power in Asia." In the light
of this statement, discuss its impact on India as a neighbor.

e APSC 2022: Discuss the impact of the US-China trade war on the global economy with special reference to emerging markets.
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India backs two-state solution for Palestine
issue, says Jaishankar at BRICS meeting

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Highlighting India’s tradi-
tional approach to the Is-
racl-Palestinian  conflict,
External Affairs Minister S,
Jaishankar on Thursday
presented the “National
Statement™ at the BRICS

ministerial, reiterating In-
dia’s call for a “two-state
solution” to the issue and
calling for an end to “risks
to maritime trathc, and dis-
ruptions to energy infras-

tructure”™  in  the
region,

Supporting the need for
dialogue and diplomacy to
resofve conflicts in the re-
gion and in North Africa,
Mr. Jaishankar sought
“coordinated  diplomatic
efforts” to deal with the sit-
uations in Lebanon, Syria,
Sudan and ako in Libya,

The day-long BRICS Fo-

Gulf

Multilateral engagement: Prime Manister Narendra Modi with the Foreign Minssters and Heads of
Delegation of BRICS countries during a meeting in New Delhi on Thursday, 71

reign Ministers” meeting
witnessed several speech:
es, including one by Iran's
Foreign Minister Seyed Ab-
bas Araghchi who said that
fran will defend its sove-
reignty while “advancing
diplomacy”, adding that
the US.lsrael anack
against Iran will not have a
“military solution™.

“The wider region also
gives rise 1o serious con
cern. The conflict in Gaza
has grave humanitarian
implications. A sustained
ceasefire, humanitarian ac-
cess, and a credible path-
way towards a durable and
peaceful resolution remain
essential,” Mr. Jaishankar
said. “India supports a

two-state solution where
the Palestine issue is con
cerned.” Mr. Jaishankar re-
ferred to the impact of the
U.S.-Israel war on Iran and
highlighted the risks that
the conflict has posed to
shipping and energy infras-
tructure,

Referring indirectly to
the recent actions by the

U.S. against multiple mem-
bers of the United Nations,
Mr. Jaishankar drew atten-
tion to the “increasing”
tendency towards “unilat-
eral coercive measures and
sanctions”, terming them
“inconsistent with interna-
tional law".

Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar
welcomed the dignitaries
that included Mr. Araghchi
who made an emphatic
call to resist the U.S. Refer-
ring to U.S. military and
trade practices, Mr. Aragh-
chi said the international
community is facing “va-
riations™ of the “same re-
pugnant coercion”,

At the end of the en:
gagements, visiting digni-
taries Mr. Araghchi, Rus-
sian  Foreign  Minister
Sergey Lavrov and Brazil's
Foreign Minister Mauro
Vieira called on Prime Mi
nister Narendra Modi




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Two-State Solution: This is the proposed diplomatic framework to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by establishing two separate
states: Israel for the Jewish people and Palestine for the Palestinian people. The goal is for both to live side-by-side in peace and security,
typically based on the pre-1967 borders with mutually agreed swaps.

* Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCMs): These refer to economic or political measures—often sanctions—imposed by one state to compel a
change in the policy of another state, without the authorization of the UN Security Council. India often critiques these as violations of
international law.

* BRICS: An acronym for the powerful grouping of the world’s leading emerging market economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa (now expanded). It serves as a platform for South-South cooperation and a counter-narrative to Western-led global governance.

* Sovereignty: The supreme authority of a state to govern itself. In the context of the article, it refers to Iran’s right to protect its borders and
internal affairs against external military or political interference.

* Maritime Security: This involves the protection of sea lanes of communication from threats like piracy, terrorism, and interstate conflict.
Given the Gulf's role in global oil supply, disruptions here have immediate "butterfly effects" on global energy prices.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of recent diplomatic engagements revolves around the necessity of a "middle path" that balances humanitarian ethics with
strategic realism.

* Reiteration of the Two-State Solution: India’s "National Statement" emphasizes that the only durable path to peace is a sovereign,
independent, and viable Palestinian state. This underscores that while India’s ties with Israel have grown, its fundamental stance on Palestinian
statehood remains unchanged.

* The Nexus of Conflict and Economy: A major argument presented is that the Gaza conflict is no longer localized. It poses "risks to maritime
traffic" and "disruptions to energy infrastructure." This links Middle Eastern stability directly to global (and Indian) economic security.

* Critique of Unilateralism: There is a sharp critique of "unilateral coercive measures." The argument is that sanctions imposed outside the
UN framework often bypass international law and disproportionately affect civilian populations and global trade.

* Diplomatic Multi-alignment: By engaging with Iran, Russia, and Brazil at the BRICS forum, India demonstrates its "strategic autonomy." It
seeks "coordinated diplomatic efforts" rather than military solutions for crises in Lebanon, Syria, Sudan, and Libya.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* India’s relationship with the Israel-Palestine issue has undergone a fascinating transformation, moving from ideological solidarity to pragmatic "de-hyphenation."

* Pre-1947 to 1948: Influenced by their own struggle against colonialism, Indian leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru initially opposed the partition of
Palestine. India voted against the UN Partition Plan in 1947, favoring a single federal state.

* 1974 - The Recognition Era: India became the first non-Arab state to recognize the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole legitimate representative of
the Palestinian people.

* 1992 - The Pragmatic Shift: Under P.V. Narasimha Rao, India established full diplomatic relations with Israel. This marked the beginning of a dual-track policy where
India maintained strong ties with Palestine while building a strategic partnership with Israel.

* 2017 - De-hyphenation: Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Israel—without a concurrent visit to Ramallah—formalized the "de-hyphenation" policy. This means India
treats its relations with Israel and Palestine as independent of each other, based on India’s own national interests.

* Present Day: India now acts as a "bridge-builder," condemning terror attacks (like Oct 7) while simultaneously advocating for Palestinian rights and humanitarian
corridors in Gaza.

* Way Forward
* A balanced approach requires moving from statements to actionable policy.

* Revitalizing the Quartet: India could push for a revamped "Middle East Quartet" that includes regional powers and emerging economies to restart the peace
process.

* Humanitarian Leadership: Increasing India’s contribution to UNRWA (for Palestinian refugees) while offering technological expertise to both sides for
reconstruction.

* Maritime Task Force: Strengthening "SAGAR" (Security and Growth for All in the Region) by coordinating with BRICS members to patrol vital sea lanes without
escalating military tensions.

* Strategic Consistency: India should continue to avoid taking sides in the Iran-Israel rivalry, focusing instead on "issue-based" support that aligns with international
law and Indian interests.

All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* UPSC 2023 (GS2): "The expansion of BRICS from a purely economic group to a geopolitical one reflects the changing world order. Discuss."
* UPSC 2018 (GS2): "India’s policy of de-hyphenation in the Middle East is a classic example of strategic autonomy. Elaborate."

* UPSC 2015 (GS2): "The ‘West Asia’ region has become a theatre of great power rivalry. How does this affect India’s energy security?"

* APSC 2022: "Discuss the significance of the BRICS grouping in the context of South-South cooperation."
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Capital flight and pressure on the rupee
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* Key Terms and Explanations

» Capital Flight: This occurs when assets or money rapidly flow out of a country due to an economic event, geopolitical instability, or a change in policy
that makes holding local currency risky.

* Current Account Deficit (CAD): This is the measurement of a country's trade where the value of the goods and services it imports exceeds the value
of the products it exports.

* Context: India is a net importer of crude oil. When oil prices rise, the CAD widens, putting pressure on the Rupee.
» Depreciation: The decrease in the value of a currency relative to another currency in a floating exchange rate system.

* Taper Tantrum: A term coined in 2013 when the US Federal Reserve announced it would reduce (taper) its program of quantitative easing. This
caused a massive surge in US bond yields and led to a rapid withdrawal of capital from emerging markets like India.

* Moral Suasion: A "soft" policy tool used by central banks (like the RBI) to influence and pressure commercial banks or the public into a certain course
of action without using formal force or new regulations.

* Quantitative Easing (QE): An unconventional monetary policy where a central bank purchases longer-term securities from the open market to
increase the money supply and encourage lending and investment.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

e The core of the issue lies in how external shocks amplify domestic vulnerabilities.

* The External Shock Trigger: Hostilities in the Persian Gulf and the potential closure of the Strait of Hormuz act as a primary catalyst. Since this is a
chokepoint for global oil trade, any disruption leads to a spike in energy prices, which is the "Achilles' heel" of the Indian economy.

* The "Pricing-In" Phenomenon: A significant argument is that foreign capital doesn't wait for actual interest rate hikes in the US or UK. Investors act
on expectations. If they anticipate a rise in global rates, they pull money out of India immediately to avoid being caught in a sudden devaluation.

* The Monetary Policy Dilemma: The Indian central bank faces a "catch-22." To stop capital flight and stabilize the Rupee, it must raise domestic
interest rates. However, raising rates increases the cost of borrowing for local businesses, which can stifle domestic investment and slow down
economic growth.

* Vulnerability of the Working Class: While macro-analysis focuses on bonds and stocks, the real-world impact is felt through inflation (LPG and petrol
prices). This leads to "reverse migration," where workers return to subsistence farming in villages because urban living becomes unaffordable.

* Ineffectiveness of Short-term Fixes: While the government may increase import duties on non-essentials like gold, these are "band-aid" solutions.
They do not address the underlying structural vulnerability of being overly dependent on foreign capital and imported energy.



» Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The history of the Rupee and capital movement in India has evolved from rigid control to a delicate dance with global markets.

* Pre-1991 (Era of Control): Before the LPG (Liberalization, Privatization, Globalization) reforms, the Rupee was pegged, and capital movement was strictly
controlled. Capital flight was less of a market phenomenon and more of a "black market" issue.

* 1991 Crisis: A balance of payments crisis, triggered by high oil prices (Gulf War) and falling remittances, forced India to liberalize. This marked the beginning of
India's integration into global financial cycles.

* The 2008 Great Recession: Following the global crash, developed nations lowered interest rates to zero. This led to a "flood" of cheap money into India as
investors sought higher returns (the "carry trade").

* The 2013 Taper Tantrum: This was a watershed moment. When the US signaled an end to cheap money, India was labeled part of the "Fragile Five" economies
because of its high CAD and reliance on foreign capital.

* 2020s Geopolitical Shift: Today, the evolution has moved beyond just interest rates to include "commodity shocks" from wars (Ukraine, Middle East) and the
weaponization of trade routes, making capital flows more volatile than ever.

* Way Forward

* To break the cycle of capital flight and Rupee pressure, a multi-pronged strategy is required:

* Energy Transition: Aggressive shifting to an EV ecosystem and green hydrogen to reduce the "Oil Bill" and narrow the CAD permanently.

* Deepening Local Markets: Encouraging domestic institutional investors (like LIC or PFRDA) so that we are less reliant on "Hot Money" from foreign FPls.

* Currency Internationalization: Pushing for the settlement of trade in Rupees (e.g., the Vostro account arrangements with Russia/UAE) to reduce demand for
Dollars.

* Export Diversification: Moving beyond service exports (IT) to high-value manufacturing (PLI Schemes) to ensure a steady, "earned" supply of foreign exchange.

Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Prelims (2019): "Which of the following is/are the most likely places to find the Musk Deer in its natural habitat?" (Context: Environmental impact, but focus
on the "Economy" section of that year regarding FPlIs).

* Mains (2013, GS3): "Examine the impact of the Taper Tantrum on emerging market economies like India."

* Mains (2021, GS3): "Explain the difference between computing methodology of India’s GDP before and after 2015." (Linked to how we measure economic
resilience).

* Mains (2015, GS3): "The nature of economic growth in India is described as jobless growth. Do you agree?" (Linked to the reverse migration mentioned).
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India’s labour market shows
gains, but challenges persist

PLEFS 2025 points to improving employment trends alongside structural gaps in skills and participation

very year, about 710 million

young Indians enter the labour

market, They are better

educated than any generation
before them ~ the average years of formal
schooling for those aged 15 and above has
reached 10 years nationally — and with
hopes and expectations to match. This
raises key questions: Can India’s economy
productively absorh the current
generation of new workers, including
youth and women? Under what
conditons? And how can India ensure
that its demographic potential translates
into meaningful employment and
economic growth?

The recently released Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) 2025 report offers
some key Insights,

It points 1o measurable progress across
several dimensions, while also
underlining some challenges that must be
addressed to fully leverage India's
demographic dividend.

M g o

Encouraging trends in employment
The Labour Force Participation Rate
stands at 59%, the Workforce
Participation Rate at 57%, and the
unemployment rate at 3%, These are
robust headline indicators. Youth
unemployment has declined since 2024,
with gains for rural and urban youth.
Monthly PLFS bulletins through 2025 also
point to improving trends in women's
participation. Female LFPR in rural areas
rose across successive months through
September 2025, reaching its highest level
since May. These trends show a sustained
and directional improvement across
multiple survey rounds,

The quality of employment has also
improved. The share of regular wage and
salaried employment increased from 22%
to 24%, with gains recorded for both men
and women. Correspondingly, the share
of self-employment declined from 58% to
56%. Since formal salaried employment is
associated with higher eamings and
access to soclal protection, this shift in the
nature of employment is among the more

important signals in the 2025 data.

Wage trends reinforce this pattern,
particularly for women. In regular
salaried employment, female earnings
grew by 7%, compared to 6% for men. In
self-employment, female earnings rose by
9% against 8% for men, while in casual
labour, women’s wages increased by 5%,
even as male wages largely remained
unchanged.

At the same time, there remains scope
to further narrow gender gaps in absolute
earnings. Analysis of the data indicates
that women earn about 76% of male
wages in salarled work, around 69% in
casual labour, and just 36% in
self-employment, While disparities
remain substantial, the shift towards
salaried employment is beginning to offer

more tangible economic gains for women.

Structural transformation s also
creating better employment
opportunities. Agriculture’s share of
employment has declined 1o 43%, while
manufacturing and services have grown
Lo around 129 and 13%, respectively.

Young people, particularly young women,
are increasingly entering manufacturing
and service sectors. Caste- and
gender-based occupational segregation
among younger cohorts is measurably
lower than among older ones, reflecting
the cumulative effects of expanded access
to education and rising social mobility
now beginning to translate into more
inclusive labour market outcomes.

Gaps in skills and job creation

The first is the education-to-employment
transition. India has significantly
expanded tertiary education enrolment,
making higher education more accessible
across income groups. Yet gaps remain,
For instance, between 2004 and 2023,
roughly 5 million graduates entered the
labour market annually, but only about
2.8 million secured employment of any
kind.

Limited access to formal skills training
also poses a challenge. Only 4% of
individuals aged 15-39 have received
formal vocational or technical training.
Yet among those who have, workforce
participation is substantially higher — 83%
for men and 51% for women
underscoring the strong link between
skills training and employment, which
needs to be both harnessed and scaled
up.

Another challenge les In women's
sustained workforce participation, While
maost men outside the labour force clted
education as the primary reason, women
polnted 1o childeare and household

. . .

responsibilities, revealing structural
constraints rooted in the unequal
distribution of unpaid work. For instance,
urban self-employed men work
approximately 17.5 hours more per week
than women, and in regular salaried
employment, the gap is about 7.9 hours
per week, reflecting a persistent double
burden of paid and unpaid labour that
women experience disproportionately.

The fourth challenge is the NEET
group. Around 25% of those aged 15-29 fall
into this category. Moreover, these
individuals are not counted in
unemployment figures. Without timely
intervention, this disengagement can lead
to young people becoming detached from
the workforce in the long term.

The way forward

The PLFS 2025 data points to a labour
market that is moving in the right
direction. However, translating these
gains into meaningful and
productivity-led economic growth will
require more targeted interventions:
scaling industry-relevant skills training,
enabling women's workforce
participation through gender-responsive
interventions, and strengthening
pathways to stable job employment with
expanded social protection and a focus
on green sectors, Targeted programmes
like apprenticeships will also be crucial to
re-engage NEET youth as active
contributors to the economy,

(Phalasha Nagpal is Livelihoods and
Gender Lead, Oxford Poltcy Management)

- Any




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR): This represents the percentage of the population that is either working or actively seeking work. For
example, if a village has 100 adults and 60 are either employed or looking for a job, the LFPR is 60%.

* Workforce Participation Rate (WPR): This narrows the focus to those actually employed. It is the percentage of the population that is currently
working. A high gap between LFPR and WPR usually indicates high unemployment.

* Unemployment Rate (UR): This is the percentage of persons unemployed among the persons in the labour force. Notably, it does not include
those who have given up looking for work or are full-time students.

* NEET (Not in Education, Employment, or Training): This refers to a specific cohort of youth (typically aged 15-29) who are disengaged from both
the economy and the education system. They represent a significant risk of "human capital depreciation."

e Structural Transformation: This is the process where an economy shifts its workforce from low-productivity sectors (like subsistence agriculture)
to higher-productivity sectors (like manufacturing and modern services).

* Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS): An official survey by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) designed to provide frequent estimates of
labour force indicators. It moved the needle from quinquennial (every five years) surveys to more regular, actionable data.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The current discourse suggests a dual reality: significant progress in headline numbers shadowed by deep-seated structural friction.

* The Narrative of Progress: Headline indicators show a resilient recovery. The unemployment rate has stabilized at a low 3%, and the shift toward
regular salaried employment—moving from 22% to 24%—signifies a slow but steady formalization of the workforce.

* The Gendered Transformation: A standout trend is the surge in female LFPR, particularly in rural areas. However, this is tempered by the "double
burden." Women in self-employment perform significantly more unpaid domestic work than their male counterparts, creating a "time poverty" that
limits their economic potential.

* The Education-Employment Paradox: India’s youth are more educated than ever, with an average of 10 years of schooling. Yet, there is a "missing
middle" in job creation. While 5 million graduates enter the market annually, only about half find employment that matches their qualifications,
leading to "credential inflation" or underemployment.

* Sectoral Shifts: The reliance on agriculture is finally dipping below 45%, with manufacturing and services slowly absorbing the surplus. However,
the manufacturing sector's growth must be more aggressive to accommodate the millions exiting the primary sector.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Understanding India's labour market requires looking back at the milestones that shaped the current "Demographic Dividend."

* Pre-Independence to 1950s: The economy was primarily agrarian and colonial-extractive. Employment was largely unorganized, with minimal industrial
presence.

* The Nehruvian Era (1950s-1980s): Focus on Heavy Industries and Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs). Employment was seen as a byproduct of state-led
industrialization, but the "Hindu Rate of Growth" limited job expansion.

* 1991 Liberalization: The LPG (Liberalization, Privatization, Globalization) reforms triggered a service-sector boom. While it created high-end jobs in IT and
Finance, it led to "Jobless Growth" in the 2000s, where GDP grew fast but employment lagged.

* The PLFS Era (2017-Present): The government transitioned from the old Employment-Unemployment Surveys (EUS) to PLFS to capture real-time data.
The 2025 data reflects a post-pandemic stabilization where the focus has shifted from "finding any job" to "finding quality, salaried jobs.”

* Way Forward
* To convert the demographic dividend into a sustainable economic engine, a multi-pronged strategy is required:

 Skill India 2.0: Focus on "demand-driven" training. Instead of general courses, training should be linked to specific clusters (e.g., Electronics in Noida,
Textiles in Tiruppur).

* Investing in the Care Economy: Providing subsidized childcare and elderly care can unlock millions of "woman-hours" for the formal economy.

* Formalization via Digitalization: Use the Udyam portal and e-Shram to provide social security to gig and informal workers, making the "salaried" shift
more meaningful.

* Green Apprenticeships: Create a dedicated fund for apprenticeships in solar energy, EV manufacturing, and circular economy sectors to engage the NEET
youth.

* Bridging the Wage Gap: Transparent pay reporting for companies and strengthening the implementation of the Code on Wages to ensure "Equal Pay for
Equal Work."

All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* @GS 3(2023): "Is India's demographic dividend reaching its peak? Discuss the challenges in utilizing the youthful population."
* GS 3(2019): "How can the 'Skill India' programme help in realizing the demographic dividend of India?"

* GS1(2016): "Discuss the changes in the female labour force participation rate in India in recent years."

* GS 3(2017): "The nature of employment in India is changing from formal to informal. Comment."

* Essay (2021): "Hand that rocks the cradle rules the world" (In the context of the economic role of women).
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Vande Mataram and the challenge to
multicultural nationalism

The dhectshon so sing the Full version of Vande Martarann at govermment events has revived debane oner the songs communal undertones and s
commpatibifity with the secubar and maticultural foundations of the Indion state

Venkatanarayanan S,

he offucial vay tading
covernony of C. Josepd Vi, a0
the Uith Chief Mesdstor of Tamdl
Nadu, on May X0 sow the
play g of the nutiond soeg Vande
Matarsmw 2t the begdnning sod end of the
evern, bedore the nutional ambem and the
Toensl anthern (Timedl That Viesbohy -
song prabsing Mother Tand), Writhen in
HOY, the Tamdl anhem has been sang &
all Tarnd Nadu povermrnest everns shiwe
1900, folloming an coder bonsed by the
then Ohvled Mimvister, Mz, Karuranidis, It &
a secullar song that prases the nguage
and culture of the band without envokdng
any wpecie religion
In 2088, controversy erupied when the
Kanchi Moot Shed Vgayondes Sararwaehi
Swamigal, refused 8o stand durayg the
Tl anthem. A hegad case wans Sed. and
0 22000, hestice GR. Swaminathom of the
Madkera Bench of the Madras Vigh Court
sabd that the Tand Aathem wan only 2
prayer sorgt and that there wan o
CRCUEV Of statitory onder reguining
peopie 10 stand. Then, the Dravida
SMunnetra Kazhagam (DMK prvermmens
woder M. K. Sealin decliowd Tamil Ther
ViarAtha the Stabe song and mandaed
Tt everyone, except persorns with
Sabibtien, should rise while # & wumg
S bern performed before the mathonal
archern ot all Stade pveTTUTeRt everis.
Vel Mataraes hus koeg bern
controversial doe o ity gloeScation of
one relgon, In Febeuary 2006, the
Governmsent of Inda made it mundatory
%0 play o sieng the Badl sorgt ot
Povermment events, Acconding to the
order, the song showdd he resdered
Suring the arrivel and deparsere of the
Governor at Srmal State functions. Vande

Madaram was sergg o N, Vs

cath takinyg cevermony in this onder, B
why did e cpposition parties, iInchading
Comgrem, oppone sioggng the Sell verses of
Vande Matorame 3t prvernment everes?
Whille the song Is celebvaned for its Merary
excellence and s role as 2 shogan durieg
the oedom strugge, the song ke 2
srong communad undenione, orilying
the Hisadu religion, which is agaiont the
soculer and medeculural valees of the
Indhan state

Historical origine

Bankis Chandra Chanteryls Bengall novel
Anandermath, wrimes i 5552, o the
sotng Mende Mosarusy CHad o the
Nocher ™). The nowel was traoslated o
Enggesh as AMvy of Bliss by Nares Chandra
Sen Gupta in 1900, The original novel's
context was the Sanrmyasd rebelbion againg
Musdios rube, where the authos weloomed
Bt rude and s positive potential for
tramdorming Inda

Daring the national independence
ovetnent, the ovel wis ramlsed agals
by Basares Koomsar Ry bn 1941, Ties
version sanieisex] il it commmnal aspects
10 suit the Indian ndependence
HeverDent.

B the peeface %o e 194 tramdbation,
Wilkam | Bchson, Prodessor, Depanmsent
of Relyghrens Studhes o Indians
Universiy Purdoe Universty, menooned
that the organal auhor woskd not have
spypeoved of various onbsions made in
the mew trarmdation. The 1941 sramdation,
which is widely avaslablie soday, does not
reveal the origingd comest of the moved or
the song Vande Materas

B the prefatory note o the orygnal
06 wanskation, Abdey of Sss, Nares
Chandra Sen Gupts stated O
st} Mundun sevtiment aod Hinds

rutiomalint Soclngs weer sigrafican
aspects of the noved. He wrote: “Two very
SMOEIe! CUNMAQUENIES afe soen 1o Bow
Srvens s concepion of @ neligdous bunds of
rutionaliey in the prosent work. The St
& the anempt 1o rehabiltare the Hiods
Panstheoer with new Langghed putriotic pods
and poddesses, aml the second s the
mortad disdile of Mussibmans that seems
10 Be Eadicatod in this work™ (pages vii x)
He farther obwerved that the beroes of the
movel were hostile o Mussadwans, and
this bed him 1o theink tarice Defore placing
the work befooe a Luger poblic through
tranedathon.

The novel not only ghorifies the Hindu
relgion bt abo expresses argey that e
Caste system s not Belng prosecied ieder
Mushm relers. One passage states: “In
cvery country, the bond that Mods »
soverelgn 1 his subjects bs the protecton
that he ghves, bat our Massaleuan bing
how does e protect ws? Our religon s
Po0e; %0 i out Cate, our homocr sed the
sacredness of our Gy, evend Our lives
even are ow 10 be sacrificed. Unfiess we
deive these tipny Jong beards away, &

o can no loager hope 1o save his
religon ”

1t s oo carly the Maalen relers who are
opposed 5 the ooggnal noved, hatred
atainet ordinary MusSes s widespeead,
In soene soctons, the villagets soe urged
10 set Soe 1o the Madim hoones and pllage
them. The noved allso menithoos the
Saryiod rebeilom as 4 means wo mabe the
Reitnh, the sovereign of Indls, who are
friendly and can el knosdedpe of
Hindutun. One passage reads: “The tree
Thodusiun b Dused e koosledge sl ot
on actom. To revive 2, theeefooe, you
have it 10 Asseminare obgpecive
Enosdodge. The Engled are gros in
obpective schences, and ey are apt

teachers, Therefore, the Raginh shall be
meade our soveTeyn”

The present debate
Drmg e per- mndepondence period, the
leaders did not peject Vande Mataram
comprienely but ahed 10 restrie & 1o the
firsd two sanzas, & the other s
v ibed religon. fasalurial Nebira read
the original Eaglnh trambstion, AMvy of
o, w0 understaod the soogs
background and agreed thae k would
Ineinme Musion. In 1907, a Coogress
b cocnmtitior resobued S0 sty the et
twn stanas, which pradsed the beaury
and abendasce of the teotherland. The
other staneas were exchaded frues the
siping. During the Comstipent Assernbily
detwnes, many Bengall monbers,
Inciuding Syaema Pracad Mookerjee,
pradsed the song, bus foally, Jone Gene
Masa was adopeed as the natonal
vt hees

A kea or 2 sext derives ity mcaneyg
from the comtens s which & emerpes;
without U comtead, & Decotes & mete
rivzal, Nothosaliun and pueriotias ate ot
meve rinuals; they carry emotionad and
moral Guthes towards the polinical stane
The pevivid of e song and &5 nposition
ot O period, when accusations aganst
the ruling regime of its communsd
potarnation recknd mece idoological than
nationalsty. Indio sationalivm can
never be confined % a monocultursd
Ientity, and we pood stronger yokoes
froem Opyposition parties and civil sockety
o prosect the molt cultiral foundanons
of the lndun state.
Vimlarasorayasen £ Aaches o the
Depwartamt of Istermationed Rebations,
Podinoal Sciendce and History af Owist
Cveraity, Basgolore. The views cxprossnd
wry by personed)




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Multicultural Nationalism: A form of nationalism that defines the national identity not through a single religion, language, or ethnicity,
but through a shared commitment to political principles and the coexistence of diverse cultural groups.

* Secularism (Indian Context): Unlike the Western "wall of separation," Indian secularism implies Sarva Dharma Sambhava (equal
respect for all religions) and principled intervention by the state to ensure equality and justice within and between religious communities.

* Communalism: An ideology that emphasizes the distinct identity of a religious group, often leading to friction or hostility toward other
groups, particularly when religious identity is politicized to claim superiority or state patronage.

* Sannyasi Rebellion: A series of revolts in late 18th-century Bengal involving monks and displaced peasants against the British East India
Company. This serves as the historical backdrop for the novel Anandamath.

* Constitutional Morality: A concept championed by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, referring to the adherence to the core values of the Constitution
(liberty, equality, fraternity) over popular or traditional morality.

* Monocultural Identity: The promotion of a single cultural or religious narrative as the definitive representative of a nation’s history and
character, often at the expense of minority traditions.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core debate centers on the mandatory rendition of the full version of Vande Mataram and whether this aligns with India's secular
foundations.

* The Thesis of Inclusivity: Critics argue that while the first two stanzas of Vande Mataram are a poetic tribute to the beauty of the
motherland, the subsequent stanzas transition into religious glorification. Imposing the full song is seen as an attempt to rehabilitate a
religious basis for Indian nationality.

* Contextual Sensitivity: A text derives its meaning from the context in which it emerged. The origin of the song within a novel depicting
hostility toward "Mussulmans" (Muslims) makes its full rendition problematic for a diverse population.

* The 1937 Compromise: Historically, the Indian National Congress recognized this friction. They resolved to use only the first two
stanzas—which focus on "Sujalam, Sufalam" (well-watered, well-fruited)—to ensure the song remained a unifying slogan rather than a
divisive religious hymn.

* Opposition to Imposition: The argument is made that nationalism should be an organic, emotional duty rather than a state-mandated
ritual. Imposition reeking of ideological polarization is viewed as a threat to the multicultural fabric of the State.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The trajectory of this debate spans over 150 years, evolving from a literary work to a revolutionary slogan, and finally to a point of constitutional contention.

* 1870s-1880s: Bankim Chandra Chatterji writes Vande Mataram (1871) and later incorporates it into Anandamath (1882). The novel depicts a struggle against
Muslim rulers and seeks British intervention as a means to restore Hindu knowledge.

* 1905-1906: The song becomes a powerful anthem during the Swadeshi movement against the Partition of Bengal. The first English translation by Nares Chandra
Sen-Gupta (1906) highlights the anti-Muslim sentiments of the original work.

e 1937-1941: Recognizing communal sensitivities, a Congress sub-committee (including Nehru and Azad) limits the song to two stanzas. In 1941, Basanta Koomar
Roy publishes a "sanitised" translation to suit the needs of the freedom struggle.

* 1950: The Constituent Assembly adopts Jana Gana Mana as the National Anthem (for its inclusive geography) and Vande Mataram as the National Song, granting
them equal status but different functional roles.

* Recent Developments (2020s): Legal battles in Madras High Court regarding the standing for state anthems (like Tamil Thai Vaazhthu) and the 2026 Union
Government mandate to play the full version of Vande Mataram at all official functions.

* Way Forward

* Adherence to the 1937 Standard: The most pragmatic solution is to stick to the first two stanzas. This respects historical tradition while maintaining secular
inclusivity.

* Promoting Civic Nationalism: Shift the focus from "cultural rituals" to "constitutional values." Celebrating the Preamble or the Fundamental Duties in schools may
be more unifying than a specific song.

* Inter-Faith Dialogue: The government should engage with various religious and cultural leaders before making such mandates to build a consensus rather than
imposing a top-down order.

* Judicial Clarity: The Supreme Court should provide a definitive guideline on the status of "National Songs" versus "National Anthems" and the limits of mandatory
participation to prevent inconsistent rulings by various High Courts.

Previous Years’ UPSC Questions (Theme-Based)

* 2020 (GS 1): "Has caste lost its relevance in understanding the multi-cultural Indian Society? Elaborate with illustrations." (Relevant to the article's mention of the
caste system in Anandamath).

* 2019 (GS 2): "What can France learn from the Indian Constitution’s approach to secularism?" (Directly relates to the multicultural vs. monocultural debate).

* 2017 (GS 2): "The local self-government system in India has not proved to be an effective instrument of governance." (While about Panchayats, the sub-theme of
"Grassroots Democracy" and "Regional Identity" is a parallel to the Tamil Nadu context).

* 2015 (GS 1): "Describe any four cultural elements of diversity in India and rate their relative significance in building a national identity."
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FIRST SIGNS OF WAR IMPACT BEGIN TO SHOW

WPI Hits 3.5-Year High of 8.3% in April

Prices of crude, natural gas, metals and minerals rise; economists see imminent increase in retail fuel prices

OurBureav

New Delhi: India’s wholesale in-
flation accelerated to a 42-month
high of 8.3% from a vear earlier in
April, as the West Asia crisis weig-
hed on prices of crude oil, natural
gas, metals, and minerals, showed
official data released Thursday. In-
flation surged from 3.9% in March.

Economistssay thesharprise has
raised the risk of its cascading ef-
fectsonretail inflation. The Whole-
sale Price Index (WPI)-based infla-
tion stood at 0.9% in April 2025

Retail inflation edged up to 3.5%
year-on-year in April, compared to
3.4% In March, but economists ex-
pect it tocross 4% in May.

“The first sign of the impact of
waron the Indian economy has be-
en seen in the WPI inflation num.
ber for April,” said Madan Sabna-:
vis, chief economist, Bank of Baro-
da. “This is a direct result of the
global developments which have
manifested on the oil front.”
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Fuel & power Crude petroleum Aviation turbine  Economists expect

inflation
surged 24.7% 88.1%

segment spiralled to 24.7% year-on
year in April from L1% in March,
Crude petroleum prices spiked to
88.1% from 51.6% amonth earlier.

Prices of petrol (32.4%), diesel
(25.2%), and liquefied petroleum
gas (10.9%) rose sharply, highligh-
ting supply-side pressures.

Despite a 50% jump in global oil
prices, the government has main-
tained pump prices since the Iran
war broke out on February 28. Ho

142 6%

inflation jumped fuel cost rose @ r WPI inflation

to rise to 9% in May

wever, prices of premium petrol,
bulk diesel, and commercial LPG
have seen an increase,

“So far, oil marketing companies
and the government have absorbed
much of the rise in crude prices,
but a prolonged period of elevated
oil prices may lead to some pass-
through to consumers,” said Raja
ni Sinha, chief economist at Care-
Edge Ratings, adding that con
cerns around a higher probability

of an El Nino event this year pose
upside risks to food inflation
The ratings agency expects WPI
inflation toaverage around 7.8% in
FY27 under the base-case scenario
Ind-Ra expects wholesale inflation
toclimbto9% in May while Icraex-
pects it torise even higher.
Economists are expecting an im-
minent increase in retail fuel prices.
"Retail fuel prices have been ma.
intained since the start of the con-
flict, buta 5/ litre hike for both pet.
rol and diesel is imminent in May,
as crude oll prices remain eleva-
ted,” sald Aastha Gudwani, India
chief economist at Barclays. She
added that the rise in gold and sil-
ver import duty could further push
inflation by 10 basis points when
fully passed on to consumers
Sabnavis said while WPI inflation
is not a target for Monetary Policy
Committee, it is known that with a
lag, these prices alsoget transmitted
to the Consumer Price Index compo-
nent through higher input costs
Inputcostsalsorose in April for se
veral industrial products, inclu

ding naphtha (94.8%), sulphuric
acid (61%), brass metal/sheet/coils
(23.5%), copperwire(20.9%),alumi-
nium powder (26.1%) and alumini-
um alloys (14.8%). Aviation turbine
fuel cost also rose 142.6%.

Core WPI (non-food manufactu-
red items) inflation hit a 43-month
highol 5% in April.

MANUFACTURING, FOOD
Manufactured products, which ac-
count for 64.23% of the WP1 basket,
saw inflation rise to 4.6% in April
from 3.4% In March. Out of 22 ma-
nufactured sub-groups, 21 recor-
ded price increases, including tex-
tiles (7.3%), basic metals (7%) and
chemical products (5.1%)

Inflation in primary articlesroseto
9.2% in April from 6.4% in March
Food, which accounts for around a
quarter of the WPI basket, increa.
sed 2.3% from 1.9%. Among key food
categories, prices of cereals and pul-
ses fell by 0.3% and 4%, respectively
However, vegetable prices rose0.5%,
though potato and onion prices slip-
ped 30% and 26.5%, respectively




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Wholesale Price Index (WPI): This measures the changes in the prices of goods sold and traded in bulk by wholesale
entities to other businesses. It is often considered a "producer-side" indicator. In India, it is published by the Office of
Economic Adviser, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

* Base Effect: This refers to the impact of the price levels from the previous year on the current inflation calculation. If
prices were unusually low in the same month last year (e.g., 0.9% in April 2025), even a moderate price rise this year will
appear as a massive percentage jump.

* Core WPI Inflation: This strips out volatile components like food and fuel to reveal the underlying inflation trend in
manufactured goods. It reflects the pricing power of manufacturers and the cost of industrial raw materials.

* Fuel and Power Inflation: A specific sub-index of the WPI that tracks prices of petrol, diesel, and LPG at the wholesale
level. This is highly sensitive to international crude oil benchmarks like Brent.

* Input Cost Inflation: This occurs when the price of raw materials (like sulphuric acid, copper, or aluminum) rises,
forcing industries to either reduce their profit margins or pass the costs onto consumers.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis of the current economic situation revolves around "Imported Inflation" triggered by external shocks.

* Geopolitical Causality: The primary driver is the conflict in West Asia (notably the Iran-linked tensions). Since India
imports over 80% of its crude oil, any disruption in the Persian Gulf or the Strait of Hormuz leads to an immediate spike
in landed costs.

* The Lagged Impact: While WPI (wholesale) has surged to 8.3%, Retail Inflation (CPI) remains relatively lower at 3.5%.
However, economists argue this is temporary. Eventually, high wholesale costs "cascade" into retail prices as
manufacturers can no longer absorb the losses.

* Industrial Input Stress: The data shows staggering rises in industrial chemicals (Sulphuric acid at 61%) and metals.
This suggests that the "Secondary Sector" (Manufacturing) is under intense pressure, which could lead to a slowdown in
industrial output if demand dampens.

* Governmental Absorption: Currently, Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) and the government are absorbing the shock
of high crude prices to keep "pump prices" stable for the public. However, this is a double-edged sword as it increases
the fiscal burden and impacts the financial health of OMCs.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* The way India manages inflation has undergone a sea change since independence: '

* The Pre-1991 Era: Inflation was often driven by domestic supply shocks (famines) and controlled through "Administered Price
Mechanisms" (APM). The state decided the price of essential goods.

* The 1990s Transition: Post-liberalization, India began aligning domestic fuel prices with global markets. The WPI was the
primary anchor for monetary policy for decades.

* The Urjit Patel Shift (2014): Based on the Urjit Patel Committee recommendations, the RBI shifted its primary target from WPI
to CPI (Consumer Price Index). This was because CPI better reflects the "cost of living" for the common man.

* The Pandemic and Post-Pandemic Volatility: The 2020s have seen "Black Swan" events—COVID-19 followed by the Russia-
Ukraine war and now the West Asia crisis—shifting the focus back to global supply chain resilience and "energy security.”

* Way Forward

» Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): India must aggressively expand its underground salt cavern storages to hedge against
short-term supply disruptions.

* Energy Diversification: Rapidly scaling up the National Green Hydrogen Mission and solar capacity to reduce the "crude oil
footprint."

* Supply-Chain Reforms: Improving logistics through the PM Gati Shakti scheme to reduce the "non-fuel" component of
wholesale costs.

e Calibrated Pass-Through: Instead of sudden price shocks, the government should implement small, frequent adjustments to
fuel prices to allow the economy to adapt gradually.

All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Prelims (2021): With reference to the Indian economy, demand-pull inflation can be caused/increased by which of the
following? (Expansionary policies, Inflation-indexing wages, etc.)

* Mains (2015, GS3): "The nature of inflation in India is more of a supply-side phenomenon rather than a demand-side one."
Discuss.

* Mains (2020, GS3): Explain the meaning of investment in the context of the Indian economy. How does it differ from saving?
(Relevant to the WPI/Industrial growth context).
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Free and fair elections are dependent
on a truly independent poll body: SC

Top court questions neutrality of Prime Ministerded sedection panel for Election Commissioners, highlights absence of even ‘one absolutely neutral
person’; Attorneyv-General savs the court cannot become a second damber of Parlizament’; Bench suggests referring petitions to Constitution Bench

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DRLm)

he Supreme Court
Tnn Thursday
nudged the Union

government to  address
concerns over s doml
nant role in the appoint
ment of Chief Election
Commisséoners and Flec
tion Commissioners, ob
serving that free and fair
elecrions depend on a truly
independent Election
Comumisshon

The court highigheed
the absence of even “one
absodmely newtral person”™
on the Prime Mingster
chaired sedection comumis-
toe. It questioned the pre
sence of 2 Cabinet Minister
on the panel, observing
that such a Minister could
not be expected to defy the
Prime Mingster. The court
abo asked whether the
presence of the Leader of
the Opposition on the com
mittee was merely “oma:
mental® a8 appointments
could be made withowt a
aranimons vote.

The coust was hearing a
batch of petitions challeng:
ing the Chikef Election Com-
missioner and other Elec
tion Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service, and Term of Of
Hioe) Act, 2023

The petitioners con
tended that the Act “de-
feated™ a  Coosticution
Bench judgment In the
Anoop Bararewal versus Un-
bon of India case, which
had constituted a selection
panel  comprising  the
Prime Minkster, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and the Chief
Justice of India, The 2023
Act, passed within months
ol the podgment, replaced
the Chief Justice with a Ca-
binet Minister nominated
by the Prime Minister

Judicial restraint’

Describing the Anoop Ba
ranwal judgiment as a “das
o example of judicial res
traint and statesmanship”®,
the court indicated that the
2023 Act handed the pow
o1 10 the Executive to “call

Juchgments of thils count
fromm 1950 are choguient

on the polng that the Excouthve
cannot Gl the shots as L s

oS

vlections are conoerned. Free, Ealr >

clections are an important part of

the Basic Soructune
JUSTICE DIPANKAN DATTA
Sepevrow Cosart hadpe

the shots™ in the appoint-
ment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and
Election  Commissioners
(BECs)

*Judgments of this court
from 1950 are cloquent on
the point that the Execu
tive cannot call the shots as
far as clections are con
cermed... Free fair clec
thoes are an impostant part
of the Basic Structure, It
can only be accomplished
by having an independent
Election Commatssion of In
dia. The Election Commis-
sion can only be indepen
dent if it has independent
Commissioners.”  Justice
Dipaniar Data, beading »
Divesson Bench, todd Attos

 —
-

mey-General R. Venkatara-
manl, appearing for the
Urson government.,

Mr. Venkataramsnd said
ooe cannot make a “bugely
hypothetical assumption®
that the Act would resule
only in subservient CECs
and ECs unless there was
an xmual apse on the
ground.

“Unless you taste the
pudding, how can you say
the pudding is bad.” Mr.
Venkataramani asked

Justice Duta replied that
it was not enough for the
Bection Commission o be
Independent, and that the
poll body should also ap
pear 10 be independent,

The ke asked the top

bw officer which law he
thought  occupied  the
“peide of place”™ lmme
diaecly after the
Cotstination

“After the Constitution,
which law occupies the
prime place? There are
thousands of legislations,
which one woukd you place
right next o the Consality
thon._.. | would say, the clec
tion laws. Would 1 be
wroeg? Without democra
cy, there is nothing,” us-
thoe Dasta sald

AG's
My, Venkataramant argued
that the Supreme Court
could not become a “se-
cond chamber of Parlla
ment”, The petitioners, he
said, canmot expect Parlia:
ment 10 enact s blindly
In comonance with Su
preme Court padgments,
“Can somebody come 1o
the court and say Parlla
ment  dsregarded  your
judgment when it was
bound entirely to the word
of the court? The court can
declare the law while exa

mining the legality of a le-
gslation of a state acthon.
But the court cannot de-
cide what a law should
look Bhe and expect Parlis-
ment 10 follow sule by
enacting a law faithfully
misroring the couet'’s vi
ston.” the Attorney-Gener
Al subenitoed

My, Venbataraman! said
the court &d not declare
anry kaw under Article Ml in
the Anoop Baranmwal judg
ment. It had merely put in
place a S0p-gp arrange-
ment for the CEC and BC
appointments until Parka-
ment enacted a law under
Article 324020.

Towards the end of the
hearing, the Bench sug
gested referring the petd
tions to a Coamstitution
Bench. The petitloners
strongly  opposed  the
move, arpaing that the
pleas involved a “comven
tlional® challenge to the
2013 Act and not a “sub
stantlal question of kw™
warranting reference to a
Larger Bench under Article
MSCH.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Article 324: The constitutional provision that vests the power of superintendence, direction, and control of elections in the Election
Commission. Crucially, Article 324(2) states that appointments shall be made by the President, subject to any law made by Parliament.

* Basic Structure Doctrine: A judicial principle established in the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), asserting that certain fundamental features of
the Constitution (like free and fair elections and the rule of law) cannot be altered even by a Constitutional Amendment.

* Judicial Restraint: A theory of judicial interpretation that encourages judges to limit the exercise of their own power, hesitating to strike down
laws unless they are obviously unconstitutional, thereby respecting the role of the legislature.

* Stop-gap Arrangement: A temporary measure. In the Anoop Baranwal case, the Court provided a temporary selection committee (PM, LoP, and
CJ1) until Parliament enacted its own law.

* Article 145(3): Mandates that any case involving a "substantial question of law" regarding the interpretation of the Constitution must be heard
by a bench of at least five judges (a Constitution Bench).

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The debate centers on whether the Executive should have a "dominant say" in appointing the referees of the democratic process.

* The Core Thesis: The Supreme Court posits that for elections to be truly free and fair, the body conducting them must be insulated from
Executive influence. If the selection panel is skewed in favor of the ruling party, the "appearance of independence" is lost.

* The "Neutral Person" Argument: The Bench highlighted the absence of an "absolutely neutral" member on the current panel. Since the panel
consists of the PM, a Union Minister, and the Leader of Opposition, the government maintains a 2:1 majority, potentially rendering the LoP’s
presence "ornamental."

* Government’s Counter-Argument (Parliamentary Sovereignty): The Attorney-General argued that the Court cannot act as a "second chamber
of Parliament." The Executive maintains that as long as a law exists (the 2023 Act), the Court should not second-guess the wisdom of the legislature
unless there is a clear "lapse on the ground."

* The "Pudding" Analogy: The Union argued that one cannot assume the Act is "bad" without seeing it in operation—the proof of the pudding is
in the eating. The Court, however, countered that the very structure of the "kitchen" (the selection panel) must ensure the pudding isn't tainted
from the start.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The journey of the ECl's appointment process reflects India’s maturing (and sometimes struggling) democracy:

e 1950-1989 (The Era of the Single Member): For decades, the ECI was a single-member body appointed solely by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister.
This was a period of Executive discretion.

* 1989 & 1993 (The Shift to Multi-member): To curtail the powers of the then CEC (T.N. Seshan), the body was made multi-member. The 1993 Act ensured that the
CEC and ECs have equal powers.

¢ Committees and Commissions: Over years, the Goswami Committee (1990) and the Law Commission’s 255th Report (2015) recommended a bipartisan collegium
(including the CJI) to ensure neutrality.

* Anoop Baranwal Case (March 2023): The Supreme Court ruled that in the absence of a law, a committee of PM, LoP, and ClJI should appoint ECs.

* The 2023 Act (Present): Parliament enacted the Election Commissioners Act, 2023, replacing the CJI with a Union Cabinet Minister, which effectively restored
Executive dominance and sparked the current legal challenge.

* Way Forward
* A balanced solution must reconcile Parliamentary authority with Constitutional neutrality:
* Re-including the Judiciary: The CJI (or a nominee) should be part of the panel to provide a non-partisan tie-breaker, as seen in the Anoop Baranwal judgment.

* Unanimous or Super-majority Requirement: Instead of a simple majority, the panel could be required to reach a consensus or a 2/3rd majority, forcing the
government to engage with the Opposition.

* Independent Secretariat: The ECI should have its own dedicated cadre and budget, similar to the Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha secretariats, to reduce administrative
dependence on the Law Ministry.

* Transparency in Shortlisting: The criteria used by the Search Committee to shortlist names should be made public to prevent "cherry-picking" of loyalists.

All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* UPSC 2023 (GS 2): "Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of the Model Code of Conduct." (The current issue adds a layer
of 'appointment independence' to this).

* UPSC 2017 (GS 2): "In the light of recent controversy regarding the use of Electronic Voting Machines (EVM), what are the challenges before the Election
Commission of India to ensure the trustworthiness of elections in India?"

* UPSC 2012 (GS 2): "What are the steps taken by the Election Commission to ensure free and fair elections?"
* UPSC 2004 (GS 2): "Highlight the importance of the 61st Constitutional Amendment Act." (Lowering voting age — part of the evolution of ECl’s scope).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Unilateral Sanctions: These are economic or political penalties imposed by one country on another without the mandate of an international body like
the United Nations. For example, US sanctions on Iranian oil are unilateral because they are not backed by a UN Security Council resolution.

* Sanctions Waiver: A legal exemption granted by the sanctioning country (e.g., the US) allowing a third party (e.g., India) to continue trading with a
sanctioned nation for a specified period without facing "secondary sanctions."

e Strategic Autonomy: A policy framework where a nation makes its own foreign policy decisions based on national interest, without being pressured
by other states or becoming overly dependent on any single power bloc.

* Secondary Sanctions: Penalties imposed by a country on foreign companies or individuals that continue to do business with a sanctioned entity. This
forces third-party nations to choose between trading with the sanctioned country or the sanctioning country.

* BRICS: An acronym for the grouping of the world’s leading emerging economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa (now expanded
to include Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the UAE). It serves as a platform for South-South cooperation.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The current debate centers on the tension between Western-led sanctions and the developmental needs of the Global South. The core arguments
can be broken down as follows:

* The Injustice of Non-UN Sanctions: The primary argument is that sanctions not authorized by the UN lack international legitimacy. They are viewed
as coercive tools that undermine the UN Charter and infringe upon the sovereign rights of developing nations to seek resources for their populations.

* National Interest Over External Pressure: Policy decisions are increasingly guided by the "Interests of the 1.4 Billion," a phrase highlighting that
energy security is not just an economic metric but a social imperative. High oil prices directly lead to inflation, affecting the poorest segments of society.

* Disproportionate Impact on Developing Nations: While wealthier nations might have the fiscal space to absorb energy price shocks, developing
countries face severe disruptions. The argument is that "pressure cannot replace diplomacy," and dialogue is the only sustainable way to resolve
conflicts like the Ukraine-Russia war.

* Market Pragmatism: Evidence shows that Indian refiners have surged their intake of Russian crude (reaching nearly 2 million barrels per day) because
it remains economically viable. This is a pragmatic response to supply chain disruptions in West Asia, particularly blockades in the Strait of Hormuz.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* India's approach to sanctions and energy
has evolved through several distinct phases:

Period

Strategic Focus

Key Events

Pre-1990s

Non-Alignment

India maintained close ties
with the USSR for defense and
energy while staying out of
Cold War blocs.

Post-1991

Liberalization &
Diversification

India opened its economy and
diversified oil imports, looking
towards West Asia (Saudi
Arabia, Iraq) and the US.

2010s

Sanctions Management

India dealt with US sanctions
on Iran by using "Rupee-Rial"
payment mechanisms and
seeking waivers to develop the
Chabahar Port.

2022-Present

Assertive Strategic
Autonomy

Following the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, India resisted Western
pressure to decouple from
Russia, significantly increasing
oil imports to stabilize its
economy.




* Way Forward
* To navigate this crisis, a multi-pronged strategy is required:

» Diversified Energy Basket: While Russia is a current priority, India must continue strengthening ties with Guyana, Brazil, and
African nations to avoid over-dependence on any single sanctioned state.

* Institutionalizing Rupee Trade: Solving the "Accumulated Rupee" problem by encouraging Russian investment in Indian
infrastructure or manufacturing (Make in India) to balance the trade deficit.

* Strengthening Multilateralism: Using platforms like the G20 and BRICS to advocate for a "Rules-Based Order" that prevents the
weaponization of the global financial system (like SWIFT).

* Accelerating Energy Transition: The ultimate solution to "sanction-proofing" the economy is reducing the oil-import bill through
Electric Vehicles (EVs) and Green Hydrogen.

Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* 2023 (GS 2): "The expansion of BRICS and its potential to challenge the existing global order."

* 2022 (GS 2): "The Russia-Ukraine war has asked tough questions of India's strategic autonomy. Discuss."
* 2020 (GS 2): "Critically examine the role of the US in India's energy security."

* 2018 (GS 2): "In what ways would the ongoing US-Iran nuclear standoff affect India’s national interest?"
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