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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Index of Industrial Production (IIP): A composite indicator that measures the short-term changes in the volume of production of a basket of
industrial products during a given period with respect to a chosen base year. It is published monthly by the National Statistical Office (NSO).

» Base Year: The benchmark year against which current production is compared. Currently, for India, it is 2011-12.

* Core Industries: A group of eight sectors (Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, and Electricity) that
comprise roughly 40.27% of the weight of items included in the IIP.

* Consumer Non-Durables: Goods that are consumed quickly or have a short lifespan (e.g., food items, toiletries). Growth here reflects the
health of rural and urban mass consumption.

* (Capital Goods: Physical assets that a company uses in the production process to manufacture products and services (e.g., heavy
machinery). High growth here signals strong Investment Demand.

* Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI): An indicator of the economic health of the manufacturing sector. A reading above 50 indicates
expansion, while below 50 indicates contraction.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The current economic landscape is defined by a dichotomy between resilient investment and cooling consumption, exacerbated by
geopolitical shocks.

* The "West Asia Shock": The crisis beginning February 28, 2026, has spiked energy costs. Since manufacturing relies on petroleum products
and natural gas, the "input cost" inflation is beginning to squeeze production margins.

* |Investment vs. Consumption: A major highlight is the 14.6% growth in capital goods. This suggests that while individual consumers
cautious, the government and private corporations are still betting on long-term infrastructure.

* The "Core" Paradox: Interestingly, while the overall IIP grew by 4.1%, the eight core sectors actually contracted by 0.4%. Th' 1at
non-core manufacturing (specialized goods) is currently carrying the weight of industrial growth.

* Lagged Impact: Economists argue that March data only shows the "tip of the iceberg." The full disruption of supply c! hipping
routes in West Asia will likely manifest in the Q1 (April-June) data of the next fiscal year.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence: Indian industry was largely extractive and subservient to British colonial needs. Post-1947, the focus shifted to Import
Substitution Industrialization (ISI).

* The 1956 Industrial Policy Resolution: This "Economic Constitution" of India prioritized heavy industries and the public sector (Mahalanobis
Model).

* 1991 Reforms: Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization (LPG) shifted the focus to market-led industrial growth, making the IIP a vital pulse-
check for investors.

* Transition to NSO: The merger of the CSO and NSSO into the National Statistical Office (NSO) streamlined data collection under MoSPI.

* Post-Pandemic Era: Since 2020, industrial data has been characterized by "K-shaped" recoveries and vulnerability to global "black swan" events
like the Ukraine conflict and now the West Asia crisis.

*  Way Forward
* Energy Diversification: Reduce industrial reliance on West Asian gas by incentivizing bio-fuels and rooftop solar for MSMEs.
* Boost Rural Demand: Targeted fiscal interventions or MGNREGA wage revisions to revive the consumer non-durables sector.

» Strategic Petroleum Reserves: Aggressively fill and expand reserves during any price dips to insulate the manufacturing sector from sudden
shocks.

Strengthening Logistics: Full implementation of the National Logistics Policy to reduce the "hidden costs" of manufacturing.

Previous Years' Questions (UPSC/APSC)
UPSC 2020 (Prelims): "In the Index of Eight Core Industries, which one of the following is given the highest weight?" (Answer: Refinery Products).

UPSC 2015 (Mains, GS3): "The "Make in India" program has been introduced by the Government of India. Elaborate the problems of the
manufacturing sector and its impact on GDP."

* UPSC 2022 (Mains, GS3): "Is inclusive growth possible under market economy? State the significance of financial inclusion in achieving economic
growth in India."
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries): An intergovernmental organization of 12-13 oil-exporting nations. Its primary
goal is to coordinate petroleum policies to ensure price stability. Example: If prices drop too low, OPEC members agree to cut production to
reduce supply and push prices back up.

* OPEC+: A larger group that includes OPEC members plus non-OPEC producers like Russia and Kazakhstan. This group was formed to have a
greater impact on global supply.

* Production Quotas: Limits set by OPEC on how much oil each member can produce. This is the primary tool for price control.

* Spare Capacity: The ability of an oil producer to increase production within a short timeframe. The UAE and Saudi Arabia hold the majority of
the world's spare capacity.

* Brent Crude: A major trading classification of sweet light crude oil that serves as a benchmark price for purchases of oil worldwide.
* Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world’s most important oil transit chokepoint.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* Core Thesis

* The UAE’s exit is driven by a "National Interests First" policy, seeking to monetize its massive infrastructure investments before the global
"Green Transition" reduces the long-term value of oil.

* Supporting Points

* Underutilization of Capacity: The UAE has a capacity of 5 million barrels per day (bpd) but was restricted to roughly 3.4 million bpd by OPEC.
This represents significant lost revenue.

* Geopolitical Friction: A growing divergence in foreign policy and economic competition between Abu Dhabi and Riyadh has made collective
action difficult.

* The "Shale" Factor: The rise of U.S. shale oil (pumping 13 million bpd) has eroded OPEC’s ability to "set" prices, making the costs of
membership (restricted production) outweigh the benefits (market stability).

N

S



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1960: Formation of OPEC to counter the "Seven Sisters" (Western oil companies).

* 1967: Abu Dhabi (later UAE) joins, marking the beginning of its role as a core pillar.

* 1973/1979: Oil Shocks demonstrate OPEC’s absolute power over the global economy.

* 2014-2016: The price crash caused by the U.S. Shale Revolution leads to the formation of
OPEC+ in 2016.

* 2019: Qatar leaves OPEC, signaling the first major crack in Gulf unity.

* 2020-2024: UAE repeatedly clashes with Saudi Arabia over production baselines during the
pandemic and subsequent recovery.

* 2026 (Present Context): Regional conflict in Iran and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz

create a high-price environment ($111+), incentivizing the UAE to maximize exports while
prices are high.
* Way Forward

* For the UAE: Focus on pipelines that bypass the Strait of Hormuz (e.g., Habshan—Fujairah
pipeline) to ensure the extra oil can actually reach the market.

* For OPEC: Move toward a "consultative" rather than "regulatory" body to prevent further

exits. - \

* For India: Diversify energy imports and accelerate the National Green Hydrogen Mission to
reduce vulnerability to the expected volatility in the Middle East. \

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC 2021 (GS2): "The critical determinants of the regional politics in the Middle East have

changed from 'oil and religion' to 'economic pragmatism and security'." Discuss.

* UPSC 2019 (GS3): "It is a strategy of India to mix its energy security with its foreign policy."
Elaborate.

* UPSC 2017 (GS2): "The USA is facing an internal policy crisis in the Middle East." (Context
of Shale and OPEC).
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Google’s Al data hub project
kicks off in Andhra Pradesh

Chiel Minister Chandrababu Naidu laid foundation for the 1-Gigawatt centre in Tarluvada, one
of India’s largest FDI projects with data storage, Al cloud, and an investment of 21.35 lakh crore

VISAKHAPATNAM

hief Minister N.
Chandrababu Nai-

du on Tuesday laid

the foundation stone for
the Google Data Centre at
Tarluvada, on the outskirts
of Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, one of the kargest
single Foreign Direct In-
vestment projects in India.
The I-Gigawatt hyper-
scale Al data centre is com-
ing up on 6014 acres at an
investment of .35 lakh
crore, It will be managed
by Googhe’s subsidiary Rai-
den Infotech in partner-
ship with Adani Infra.
AdaniConneX and Airtel
Nxtra are also partners in
the wider Google-Adani-

gle Cloud Indla Al Ht

The project will be managed byGoosjeswbnduaryRmdm
Infotech in partnership with Adani Infra. SPECUAL ARSANGENENT

Airtel  venture, which
forms part of Googles an-
nounced $15 billion invest-
ment. The facility would
offer large-scale data stor-
age along with Al cloud in-
frastructure and an up-
coming subsea cable

system would give Visakha

patnam direct digital links
with several countries. Un-
ion Minister for Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy Ashwini Vaishnaw said
that the port city was set to
become the country’s next

technology landmark, “Vi-
sakhapatnam will become
Al-patnam,” he said.

Adani Digital Labs Di-
rector Jeet Adani sakd India
currently had about 1.3 Gi-
gawatts of total data centre
capacity, and that the Vi
sakha project
alone would add nearly 1
Gigawatt at a single loca-
tion.

Laura Williams, Consul
General at the U.S. Consu-
late General in Hyderabad,
said the Google project em-
bodies the strength of the
U.S.India partnership. She
emphasised that the pro-
Ject aligns with strategic in-
itiatives to build secure,
trusted technological sys-
tems  and create  new
opportunities,




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Hyperscale Data Centre: These are massive facilities designed to support robust, scalable
applications. Unlike traditional data centres, they can house millions of servers.

*  Example: Think of a small office server room as a local grocery store, while a
hyperscale centre is a massive global distribution hub like Amazon’s warehouse.

* Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): An investment made by a firm or individual in one country
into business interests located in another country.

* Gigawatt (GW): A unit of power equal to one billion watts. In the context of data centres, it
refers to the massive power capacity required to run and cool the servers.

* Subsea Cable System: Fiber optic cables laid on the ocean floor to transmit data between
countries. This reduces "latency" (delay) and increases internet speed.

* Al Cloud Infrastructure: A specialized cloud environment optimized for training Artificial
Intelligence models, which require significantly more computational "muscle" than standard web
hosting.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of this development is the transformation of India into a Global Al Hub
through massive infrastructure scaling.

* Massive Capacity Leap: India currently has ~1.3 GW of total capacity. This single project adds
1 GW, effectively nearly doubling the nation's data footprint in one go.

* The "Al-patnam" Vision: The argument is that Visakhapatnam’s geography (coastal access for
subsea cables) makes it the ideal "Silicon Coast" of India.

(infrastructure/power), and Airtel (connectivity) represents a "Triple Play" model necessary for

* Strategic Partnerships: The collaboration between Google (tech), Adani
high-tech success. /

* Economic Multiplier: Beyond the X1.35 lakh crore investment, the project is expected
catalyze a secondary ecosystem of Al startups, hardware maintenance, and cybersecugifyfirms.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-2000s: India was largely a consumer of digital services, with negligible domestic
data storage.

* 2000-2010: Rise of the IT-BPM sector. Data was stored mostly on-premise or in small
server farms in Bangalore and Hyderabad.

* 2015 (Digital India): The launch of the Digital India mission acted as a catalyst,
emphasizing "Data Sovereignty"—the idea that Indian data should stay in India.

* 2020-Present: The "Infrastructure Status" was granted to data centres in the 2022
Union Budget, easing credit flow. We are now in the "Hyperscale Era," driven by 5G and
Generative Al.

* Way Forward

* Green Energy Mandate: The government should incentivize the use of "Green
Hydrogen" or "Solar-Battery" systems to power the facility.

* Local Ecosystem Development: Create "Al Special Economic Zones" around the data
centre to encourage startups.

* Cybersecurity Command Centre: Given the strategic importance of 1 GW of data, a
dedicated cybersecurity wing should be co-located.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
* Prelims (2018): Question on "Data Localization" and its implications.

* Mains (GS3, 2020): "Internal security challenges through communication networks...
role of media and social networking sites."

* Mains (GS3, 2023): "What is the main task of India’s Third World Network in the field
of IT?" (Context of global digital governance).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Rock Art: Human-made markings placed on natural stone surfaces. It serves as a primary source for reconstructing the socio-cultural lives of non-
literate prehistoric societies.

* Red Ochre: A natural clay earth pigment, a mixture of ferric oxide and varying amounts of clay and sand. It ranges in color from yellow to deep orange
or brown. In prehistory, it was often mixed with animal fat or resin to create permanent paint.

* Anthropomorphic: A term used to describe non-human objects, gods, or animals that are given human characteristics or forms.
* Example: A figure with a human body but a conical, supernatural headdress.

* Ethno-archaeology: The study of contemporary societies (like the Irulas and Kurumbas) to interpret the archaeological record. The fact that these
tribes still use the site for honey collection bridges the gap between the past and present.

* Pictographs: Paintings or drawings on a rock face (as opposed to petroglyphs, which are carved into the rock).

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Discovery of "Oor Pare": Located at 1,100 meters above sea level in the Nilgiris, this site represents a significant addition to the rock art map of
Tamil Nadu, specifically the Kotagiri region.

* Geographic Isolation as Protection and Barrier: The site’s extreme location—requiring a 450-meter climb and the use of traditional vine ladders—has
acted as a natural preservative against human vandalism but makes scholarly study and conservation difficult.

* Thematic Significance: The presence of 30 identifiable figures, including ladder-like structures and ritual symbols (dot-filled rectangles), suggests that
prehistoric art was not merely "doodling" but a sophisticated medium for expressing supernatural beliefs.

* Indigenous Continuity: The site is not an "abandoned" relic; it remains sacred to the Irula and Kurumba tribes, serving as a resting point during
honey-gathering expeditions.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Prehistoric Era: Creation of the art, likely during the Mesolithic or Neolithic-Chalcolithic transition, representing early human efforts to
document rituals.

* Colonial Period: Early British officers in the Nilgiris (like John Sullivan) documented the tribes but often overlooked the deeper
archaeological significance of remote rock shelters.

* Post-Independence (1960s—80s): Major sites like Bhimbetka (MP) gained global fame, sparking interest in South Indian rock art sites
like Ezuthu Parai.

* 21st Century: The shift toward "Community-based Conservation," where organizations like the Yaakai Heritage Trust work with
indigenous knowledge to "re-discover" sites known to locals but hidden from academia.

*  Way Forward

* Digital Preservation: Use of LiDAR and photogrammetry to create a "Digital Twin" of the site before further natural degradation
occurs.

*  Community Stewardship: Training Irula and Kurumba youth as "Heritage Wardens" to monitor the site, acknowledging that they are
its natural guardians.

* In-situ Conservation: Minor structural interventions to divert monsoon water flow away from the painted surfaces without altering
the rock's natural appearance.

* Previous Years' UPSC Questions
* Prelims (2015): Regarding the paintings of Ajanta and Mahabalipuram... (Conceptual similarity: Rock-cut/Rock-art traditions).
* Mains (2017, GS1): "The Mesolithic rock art-publications indicate the social life and socio-economic set-up of the then society."

* Mains (2023, GS1): "What are the main features of the Vedic society and religion? Do you think some of the features are still
\prevailing in Indian society?" (Can be adapted for Tribal/Prehistoric continuity).

S
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Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO
approach to eliminate terrorism

The Minister savs the real test for SCO members lies in maintaining consistency and rejecting double standard, particularly
in addressing statesponsored cross-border ermorisne: be calls for a more ‘orderly wodd' rather tlan a ‘new world order”’

Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DELID

errocism  remains
the most serious
threat o global

peace and the emerging
world order, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh sakd
while addressing  the
Shanghal Cooperation Or
ganisation (SC0) Defence
Mimisters” meeting in
Bishhek.

Emphasising zero tole-
rance, he called for a2 un:
ified and consistent ap-
proach w0 eliminate
testorism, extremism, and
radicalism in all forms,

Mr. Singh underscored
that terrocism cannot be
Justibed under any ciroum-
stances, asserting that &t
Bas no nationalty and no
theology. He stressed tha
0o grievance, real or per-
cohved, can excuse vio
lence  against  inmocent
people,

Highlighting the impor-
tance of credibility, be said
the real test for SCO mem
ber states Bes in maintain-
Ing consistency and reject:
ing  double standard,
particulagly in addressing
state-sporsored cross-bor-

Dedence Minster Raynath Singh addressing the SC0 Dedence Ministers’ meet in Bishbek on Tuesday ae

der terrocism and  safe
havens,

Referring 10 the Pahal
gam terror attack, Mr
Siegth said the carmage had
shaken the consclence of
humanity and reaffirmed
India's resolve 1o hold per-
petratoes accountable. He
noted that through Opera-
tion Sindoor, India demon
strated that terrorism epi-
centres were no longer
immune from response,
He also recalled the Tianjin
Declaration, which reflects

the collective commsement
of SO0 mations to combuat
terrorism decisively

“Three evils'

The Dedence Minister high
lighted the role of SCO's
Regional AntsTerrorist
Structure in countering
radicalisation and extre
mism.

He sad tckling the
“three evils™ - terrartsm,
separatism and extremism

reguiired a unifed from,
stromger cooperation, and

decisive  action  against
those who supported or
sheltered terror networks
Beyond security con-
cerms, My, Singh poioned 1o
the broader global context
muarked by increasing un-
laeralism, contlicts, and a
fractured world order. He
moted that ations were be-
coming more lward Jook
Ingt, weakening gobal con-
sensus, and cooperation,
In such 3 scenario, be said,
the SCO has a pivetal role
to play in promotisg stabil-

ity, dialogue and mantual

respect.

Describing the SCO re-
gon as home 10 some of
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* Key Terms and Explanations

» Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): A permanent intergovernmental international organization created in 2001. It focuses on regional security,
counter-terrorism, and economic cooperation. Often called the "Alliance of the East."

* Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS): A permanent organ of the SCO based in Tashkent. It facilitates coordination and information sharing between
member states to combat terrorism, separatism, and extremism.

» State-Sponsored Cross-Border Terrorism: When a sovereign state uses proxies or non-state actors to carry out terrorist activities in another country to
achieve political or strategic goals.

* The "Three Evils": A core SCO concept referring to Terrorism (violence for political ends), Separatism (movements seeking secession), and Extremism
(radical ideologies that lead to violence).

* Double Standards in Counter-Terrorism: The practice of condemning terrorism in one context while ignoring or supporting it in another for geopolitical
gain.

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: A Sanskrit phrase meaning "The World is One Family." It forms the bedrock of India’s civilization-led foreign policy.

Unilateralism: An approach where a state acts without regard for the interests of other states or international agreements.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

A. The Inviolability of Counter-Terrorism

The central thesis is that terrorism is an absolute evil with no justification. It possesses "no nationality and no theology," meaning it should not be
associated with any specific religion or ethnic group. This rebuts the "good terrorist vs. bad terrorist" narrative.

* B. Accountability and Response

* India's stance has shifted from strategic restraint to proactive accountability. The mention of Operation Sindoor (a conceptual reference to retaliatory
measures) serves as evidence that "terror epicenters" are no longer safe from consequences.

* C. Consistency and Credibility

* A major argument is that the SCO’s success depends on the honesty of its members. If member states provide "safe havens," the organization’s credibility
is undermined. The call is for a "unified and consistent approach" rather than selective outrage.

* D. Global Order vs. New World Order

* The discourse distinguishes between a "New World Order" (which often implies a power shift) and an "Orderly World" (which implies a world governed
by rules, dignity, and respect).



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Pre-Independence to 1947: India’s history of non-violence and the struggle against colonial oppression.

* Cold War Era: Rise of cross-border insurgencies in the Northeast and the 1947—-48/1965 conflicts. Terrorism was largely seen as an internal law-
and-order issue.

* 1990s: The peak of militancy in Jammu & Kashmir. India began highlighting "State-Sponsored Terrorism" on global platforms like the UN.

* 2001 (Post 9/11): Global shift in perception. India proposed the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT) at the UN (still
pending).

* 2017: India and Pakistan became full members of the SCO, bringing the bilateral tension of cross-border terror into the regional forum.

* 2019-Present: Post-Uri and Balakot, India adopted a "proactive" defense posture, emphasizing that response to terror will be "at a time and
place of our choosing.”

*  Way Forward

* Adoption of CCIT: Global pressure must be maintained for a universal definition of terrorism.

* Strengthening RATS: Move beyond data sharing to joint intelligence-led operations within the SCO framework.
* Counter-Radicalization: Focus on the "Battle of Narratives" through education and shared civilizational values.

* De-linking Trade from Terror: While trade is vital, India must maintain the "Terror and Talks cannot go together" stance until safe havens are
dismantled.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
* GS 3(2023): "The dynamic nature of overground workers (OGWs) in assisting terrorist organizations."
* GS 2(2021): "Critically examine the aims and objectives of SCO. What importance does it hold for India?"

* GS 3(2018): "The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is viewed as a cardinal subset of China’s One Belt One Road. Give a brief description
of CPEC and enumerate the reasons why India has distanced itself from the same."
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Digital Arrest: A cyber-deception technique where fraudsters pose as law enforcement or judicial officers via video calls. They
"arrest" the victim virtually, claiming involvement in illegal activities (like drugs or money laundering) to extort money.

* Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre (14C): A nodal agency under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) designed to provide a
framework for Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs) to deal with cybercrimes in a coordinated manner.

* SIM Binding: A security feature that links a digital account (like WhatsApp) to the specific physical SIM card and device,
preventing account takeover or unauthorized access from secondary devices.

* Synthetically Generated Information (SGI): Content created using Al, including Deepfakes or voice cloning, used by scammers
to mimic high-ranking officials or police environments.

* Seed Input: An initial piece of data (like a flagged phone number or IP address) used as a starting point for investigative
algorithms to map out an entire criminal network.

* Information Technology Rules, 2021: A set of regulations that mandate due diligence by social media intermediaries, including
the identification of the "first originator" of information and the removal of unlawful content.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Network-Centric Disruption: The core strategy has shifted from blocking individual accounts to "mapping and disrupting" entire
syndicates. By using "seed" data, platforms identify administrators and creators, often operating from offshore hubs like Cambodia.

* The Psychological "Sense of Violation": The judiciary argues that digital arrests are not mere financial crimes. They are "crimes
against human dignity" because they involve extreme psychological coercion and a sense of personal intrusion.

* Inter-Departmental Collaboration: The response involves a synergy between the MHA, 14C, and Telecom Service Providers
(TSPs) like Jio, Airtel, and BSNL to block device IDs and track the flow of illicit funds.

» Technological Safeguards: The implementation of Al/ML detection models is meant to flag official logos and synthetic
automatically, moving from a reactive to a proactive defense posture.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Phase 1 (Pre-2000s): Cybercrime was limited to simple hacking or data theft. The IT Act, 2000 was the first major legislative step.
* Phase 2 (2010s): Rise of phishing and financial fraud (OTP scams). Law enforcement focused on localized "Jamtara-style" modules.

* Phase 3 (2020-Present): Post-pandemic digital acceleration led to sophisticated "Social Engineering" crimes. The emergence of "Digital
Arrests" marked the shift toward cross-border, Al-enabled organized crime.

* Present Day: Suo motu cognisance by the Supreme Court and the involvement of the Attorney-General signify that cyber-safety is now a
matter of national internal security and fundamental rights.

* Way Forward

* Digital Literacy Campaigns: Moving beyond technical fixes to "Behavioral Interventions" —teaching citizens that no Indian law
enforcement agency "arrests" people over a video call.

* International Treaties: India should lead a "Global Cyber-Security Protocol" specifically targeting scam hubs in Southeast Asia.

* Financial Gatekeeping: Banks should implement a "cooling-off period" for large transfers initiated during suspected digital arrest
scenarios.

* Unified Command: Strengthening the 14C to have real-time integration with WhatsApp and TSPs for "Instant Block" protocols.

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains (GS 3, 2022): "What are the different elements of cyber security? Keeping in view the challenges in cyber security, examine
the extent to which India has successfully developed a comprehensive National Cyber Security Strategy."

* UPSC Mains (GS 3, 2021): "Internal security challenges being faced by India are as much from across the border as from within the
country. Critically evaluate."

* UPSC Mains (GS 4, 2021): Case study on the ethical dilemma of a technology manager dealing with user privacy versus state security.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Publication Bias (The "File Drawer" Effect): The tendency of researchers, editors, and pharmaceutical companies to handle the
reporting of experimental results that are positive (i.e., showing a significant finding) differently from those that are negative or
inconclusive.

e Example: A drug trial showing no improvement in patients is often shelved, while one showing a 5% improvement is rushed to a
top-tier journal.

* Registered Reports: A publishing format where the peer-review process happens before the data is collected. If the research question
and methodology are sound, the journal commits to publishing the results regardless of the outcome.

* H. pylori & Gastritis: Helicobacter pylori is a bacterium that infects the stomach. For decades, the medical consensus was that stress
and spicy food caused ulcers; the "failure" of the establishment to accept the bacterial theory delayed life-saving antibiotic treatments.

* Incrementalism: A research approach that focuses on small, safe, and "guaranteed" progress rather than high-risk, high-reward
breakthroughs.

* Fail Fast, Fail Often: An entrepreneurial philosophy (common in Silicon Valley) that encourages rapid experimentation. The goal is to
identify unviable paths quickly to save resources and pivot toward success.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The "Smooth Story" Fallacy

» Science is often presented as a linear progression of "Eureka!" moments. This narrative is counter-effective because it hides the messy,
iterative reality of the laboratory, creating a false standard for new researchers.

* The Feedback Loop of Failure

* Inits purest form, science progresses via trial and error. A discarded hypothesis is not a waste; it "sharpens the edges of knowledge" by
narrowing down the possibilities.

* Systemic Skewness

* The current "Scientific Ecosystem" (Grants - Publications - Career Tenure) is built on success. Funding bodies demand promising
results, and journals demand "impactful” findings, forcing scientists to bury negative data to survive professionally.

* The Psychological Barrier

* When failure is stigmatized, researchers (especially novices) internalize it as personal incompetence. This leads to "risk aversion," where
scientists avoid bold, innovative questions because the fear of a negative result—and the subsequent loss of funding—is too high.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-20th Century (The Individual Polymath): Science was often driven by wealthy amateurs or university-
backed individuals (e.g., Darwin, Mendel). Failure was seen as part of natural philosophy, though still
frustrated by peer skepticism.

* Post-WWII (The "Big Science" Era): The Manhattan Project and the Space Race shifted science toward
massive state-funded projects. The pressure for "delivery" and "return on investment" (ROI) began to
marginalize negative results.

* The 1980s (The H. pylori Turning Point): Barry Marshall’s struggle illustrated the "dogma trap." It
highlighted how the scientific community can become an echo chamber that ignores evidence contradicting
established theories.

* Present Day (The Replication Crisis): In the last decade, many landmark studies (especially in psychology
and medicine) have failed to be replicated. This has sparked a modern movement toward Open Science and
the demand for sharing raw, even "failed," data.

*  Way Forward

* Metric Reform: Funding agencies should evaluate the methodological rigor of a proposal rather than the
"expected positive outcome."

* Open Data Platforms: Creation of a "Global Repository of Negative Results" where scientists can upload
inconclusive data.

* Mentorship Evolution: Senior scientists must lead by example, discussing "failed" grants and rejected
papers in lab meetings to build resilience in juniors.

* Registered Reports: Wide-scale adoption of pre-study peer review to decouple "quality of science" from
"excitement of results."

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* GS 3(2020): "How is the S&T policy of India conducive to the 'Self-reliant India' (Atmanirbhar Bharat)?"
(Relevant regarding the need for innovative risk-taking).

* Ethics (2018): "Inquiry is the foundation of scientific temper. Discuss."

* Essay (2021): "Philosophy of wantlessness is Utopian, while materialism is a chimera." (Indirectly links to
the "success-at-all-costs" materialist culture in science).

* Essay (2014): "With greater power comes greater responsibility." (Ethical reporting in science).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Anticipatory Bail: Under Section 438 of the CrPC (now integrated into the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita), this is a legal provision that allows a
person to seek bail in anticipation of an arrest on accusation of having committed a non-bailable offense.

* Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS): The new criminal code of India that replaced the Indian Penal Code (IPC). For example, Section 69 of the BNS deals
with sexual intercourse by "deceitful means" (like a false promise of marriage).

* SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act (1989): A special law enacted to prevent crimes against members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. It has
stringent bail provisions and focuses on protecting marginalized identities.

* Forced Conversion: The act of using coercion, threat, or inducement to make a person adopt a different religion. In India, this is a state-level subject;
while some states have "Freedom of Religion" Acts, Maharashtra currently does not have a specific anti-conversion law.

* Cognizable Offense: An offense in which the police can arrest the accused without a warrant and start an investigation without the permission of a
court.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Prosecution’s Case

e The core thesis of the police is that senior employees at a multinational firm created a predatory environment where professional influence was
leveraged to facilitate sexual exploitation and religious proselytization.

* Evidence Cited: Multiple FIRs (9 in total), statements regarding "deceitful" relationships, and a covert operation conducted by police in disguise.
* Mechanism of Coercion: Using emotional vulnerability (e.g., a family member’s illness) or professional hierarchy to push religious change.

* The Defence’s Rebuttal

* The defense argues that the charges are a criminalization of consensual adult behavior and private religious choices.

* Legal Lacuna: They emphasize that Maharashtra lacks a specific statute against conversion, making those specific charges legally shaky.

* Nature of Charges: They argue that "voluntary choice" is being misconstrued as "force" due to external socio-political pressure.

* Civil Society Concerns

* Activists argue that the narrative is being "communalized." They point to a "media trial" that exaggerated the roles of the accused (e.g., labeling a
process associate as an HR head) to suggest a systemic "corporate conspiracy" without sufficient empirical backing.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* The tension between religious freedom and anti-conversion efforts has a long history in India:

* Pre-Independence: Several Princely States (like Raigarh and Udaipur) enacted anti-conversion laws in the 1930s and 40s to preserve Hindu
social structures against missionary activities.

* Post-Independence (1954): The Indian Conversion (Regulation and Registration) Bill was introduced but failed to pass in Parliament.
* The "Freedom of Religion" Acts (1960s-Present): States like Odisha (1967) and Madhya Pradesh (1968) pioneered state-level laws.

* Judicial Milestone (1977): In Rev. Stainislaus vs. State of Madhya Pradesh, the Supreme Court ruled that the "Right to Propagate" (Article 25)
does not include the right to convert another person, as it would infringe on the other's freedom of conscience.

* Modern Era: A wave of new "Anti-Conversion" laws in states like UP and Karnataka focusing on "marriage for conversion" (often colloquially
termed "Love Jihad").

* Way Forward

* Strengthening Internal Committees (IC): MNCs must ensure that POSH (Prevention of Sexual Harassment) committees are robust so that
victims don't feel the need to wait years before reporting.

* Sensitization Programs: Secularism in the workplace needs to be active, not just passive. Clear guidelines on discussing religion at work are
needed.

* Judicial Oversight: The courts must ensure that the SIT (Special Investigation Team) adheres to evidence-based investigation to prevent the
case from becoming a "media circus."

* Legislative Clarity: Maharashtra may need to debate whether it requires a formal legal framework for conversions to avoid the misuse of
general criminal sections.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
* UPSC Mains (2017, GS 1): "How do the Indian debates on secularism differ from the debates in the West?"

* UPSC Mains (2023, GS 2): "The local state government's power to make laws on subjects in the Concurrent List..." (Context: State anti-
conversion laws).

* UPSC Mains (2019, GS 4): "What is meant by the term ‘constitutional morality’? How does one uphold it?"
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Atrocities Act applied.

¢ Note on lack of Maharshtra
specific conversion law.

ANALYSIS OF WASHIK RORCED G0

4. UPSC RELEVANCE
& CONCERNS

¢ Social Empowerment &
Secularism challenges.

¢ Internal Security and
communal issues.

e Media Trials vs. Due
Process fe .g., mislabeling
an HR role

° Questsomng corporate

conspiracy narratives and

a need for evidence.

o Conflict between voluntary

choice & criminalization.

N\ERSION

5. ETHICAL & MULTI-
DIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

¢ Socio-Political tensions
and narrative battles.

o Corporate Governance:
TCS's internal probe and
responsibility for
employee safety.

¢ |nternational MNC
perception.

e Economic impact on
Nashik’s IT growth.

¢ Legal questions of

“consent” vs. "influence”.




The tragedy of recurring
Rohingya refugee deaths

The capsizing of a hshing trawler carrving refugees dravws attention 1o the cost of protracted displacement

Saee Pande

Story so far
fishing trasvler carryving aroumnd

250-280 people, mcluding

Rohingya refugees and

Bangladeshi nationals, capsized
in the Andaman Sea in mid-April 2026
while attempting to reach Malaysia.
According to UNHCE - the UN Refisges
Agency and the International
Organization for Migration (LOM), around
250 pepple are feared dead or missing,
based on preliminary estimates. The
vesse| departed from Teknaf in Cox's
Bazar, Bangladesh, and was reportedly
cvercrowded and overwhelmed by rough

Only around 9-10 survivors were

rescued, Survivers reported that the boat
travelled for about four days before
capsidng, with some people floating for
over 36 hours before beling rescued by
passing vessels,

Life-threatening sea journeys
Since the 2017 Rohingya crisis in Rakhine
State, over 700,000 Rohingya have fled
b Con's Bazar, in Bangladesh, Myanmar’s
1982 Citizenship Law rendered them
effectively stateless, denying basic rights.
In Bangladesh, more than one million
refiagess live in congested camps with
limited or no acoess o education and
formal work. Aceording to the UNHCR,
fumnding cuts since 2023 have sharply
reduced food rations. Smugrgling
networks exploit this valnerability,
charging high fees for passage to Malaysia,
where informal Ebour opportunities and
diaspora links exist.

The 1,500-nauticakmile
Bangladesh- Malaysia route relies on
unseaworthy boats, often carmving over
200 people with minimal supplies, for a
Journey that could take 5-7 days Reports
by humanktarian agencies indicate thai
vessels are sometimes denbed
disembarkation or allegedly pushed back,

leaving migrants stranded at sea.

According to a UNHCR report released
o April 7 this year, 2025 was the
deadliest vear on record for Bohingya sea
crossings, with neardy 900 dead or
missing. The report observes that 6,500
attempied the journey, with about one in
seven perishing, The trend has continied
into 2026, with over 2 800 departures
recorded betwesn Janeary and mid-April.

A comparison with the Mediterranean
Sea highlights both parallels and
contrasts, The 10OM estimates nearly
28,000 deaths there since 2004, as
migranis (bed conflicts in Syria, Eritrea,
and Afghanistan.

Europe’s response, though contested,
is redatively structured. Following the 2013
Lampedusa shipwreck, lraly Bunched
Operation Mare Nostrum, resculng
around 150,000 peopke, 1t was followed
by EL-led missions such as Operation
Sophia, beginning in 2005, which targeted
smuggling networks while alko supporting

rescue efforis. The Frontex coordinates
joint operations, while the Common
Ewropean Asylum System sets standards
fior asylum processing.

Legal accountability also plays a rode,
In Hirsi famaa v taly (201, the
Everopean Court of Human Rights ruled
that pushbacks viedated international Eaw,
NGOs such as Médecins Sans Frontiéres
and 506 Méditerrands huve also rescuwed
thowsaneds. In contrast, Southeast Asia
lacks binding frameworks, During the
215 Andaman crisis, thousands were
strandhed at sea amid delayed responses.
Withoant legal obligations or coordination,
respoises remtain ad hoe,

The governance ¥Yacuwm

The Rohingya maritime crisis exposes a
governance vacuum in South and
Soarthesst Asia, Conflict has strengthened
the Arakan Army (2 loeal Buddhise armed
group, which by 2024 controlled Lirge
parts of Myanmar's Rakhine State, driving
displacement in the region. Countries
sach as India, Bangladesh, Thailand, and
Malaysia are not signatories to the 1951
Refugee Convention, limiting formal
protections, The ASEANS 2021 Five-Paint
Comsensus has been constrained by the
nom-interference principle and internal
divisions berween Indonesia and Malaysia
versis Thailand and Myanmar,
reinforcing policy paralysis.

(Saee Pands is a freclance writer with a
focus on current affairs and geopalitics. )
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According to 3 UNHCR report,
2025 was the deadliest year on
recard for Rohingya sea
crassings, with nearby 300 dead
or missing. The report abserves
that 6,500 attempled the
joumey, wilh about one in
seyen perishing

-

This Fahingya maritime orisis
il & BAVErnance Vaouum
in South and Southeast Asia




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Statelessness: A situation where an individual is not considered a national by any state under the operation of its law. Example: The
Rohingya, denied citizenship under Myanmar’s 1982 law, lack passports or legal protection.

* Principle of Non-Refoulement: A fundamental principle of international law that forbids a country from returning asylum seekers to a
country where they would likely face persecution.

* Pushbacks: State measures aimed at forcing groups of migrants and refugees back across a border—often immediately after they have
crossed—without an individual assessment of their needs.

« 1951 Refugee Convention: The key legal document that defines who a refugee is, their rights, and the legal obligations of states to protect
them.

» ASEAN Five-Point Consensus: A 2021 agreement by Southeast Asian leaders intended to end violence in Myanmar, facilitate humanitarian
aid, and encourage dialogue.

* Arakan Army (AA): A powerful ethnic armed organization in Myanmar seeking self-determination for the Rakhine people, currently a
major player in the internal conflict.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis posits that a governance vacuum in Southeast Asia, combined with systemic persecution in Myanmar and deteriorating
conditions in refugee camps, has created a "death trap" in the Andaman Sea.

* The "Push" Factors: Systematic disenfranchisement via the 1982 Citizenship Law and recent food ration cuts in Cox’s Bazar camps (due to
funding shortfalls) are forcing desperate choices.

* The "Pull" Factors: Malaysia’s informal labor market and existing diaspora networks offer a glimmer of economic survival that the cam
cannot provide.

* The Accountability Gap: Unlike the Mediterranean, where legal rulings (like Hirsi Jamaa v. Italy) and structured missions (Op¢
Sophia) provide a semblance of a safety net, the Andaman Sea operates in a legal "black hole" where ad hoc responses prevai'

e Structural Paralysis: The ASEAN principle of "non-interference" prevents member states from taking decisive collective inst the
root cause in Myanmar.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* 1982: Myanmar passes the Citizenship Law, stripping the Rohingya of their nationality and classifying them as "resident foreigners."
* 1990s-2012: Waves of communal violence lead to sporadic displacement into Bangladesh.

* 2015 "Andaman Sea Crisis": Thousands of migrants were abandoned by smugglers at sea; several Southeast Asian nations initially refused
to let them land, leading to global outcry.

* 2017 Military Crackdown: A "clearance operation" by Myanmar’s military forces over 700,000 Rohingya into Bangladesh, creating the
world’s largest refugee camp.

* 2021 Military Coup: The junta takes power in Myanmar, intensifying internal conflict and stalling repatriation efforts.

2023-2026: Funding fatigue leads to aid cuts; 2025 becomes the deadliest year on record, a trend continuing into 2026.

* Way Forward

* Regional Search and Rescue (SAR): Establish a dedicated ASEAN-led maritime coordination center to prevent "pushbacks."
* Bali Process Revitalization: Use the existing Bali Process on People Smuggling to move from talk to "binding protocols."

* Humanitarian Corridor: Negotiate safe disembarkation points and "temporary protection" status for arrivals.

* Engaging the Arakan Army: Realize that the ground reality in Rakhine has shifted; humanitarian diplomacy must include all territorial
controllers.

* Global Burden Sharing: The UN must prioritize the "funding gap" to prevent camp conditions from becoming a "push factor."

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains 2017 (GS-2): "The critical determination of any nation’s foreign policy is its national interest." Discuss in the context of the
Rohingya crisis.

* UPSC Mains 2014 (GS-3): How does illegal trans-border migration pose a threat to India's security?

* UPSC Mains 2023 (GS-2): "The element of 'non-interference' in ASEAN has limited its role in the Myanmar crisis." Examine.
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Everyone is busy building intelligence,
but no one can define what it is
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* Key Terms and Explanations

» Artificial General Intelligence (AGI): A theoretical form of Al that possesses the ability to understand, learn, and apply knowledge across a wide range of
tasks at a human or supra-human level. Unlike "Narrow Al" (e.g., a chess program), AGl would exhibit cross-domain versatility.

* The Turing Test / Imitation Game: Proposed by Alan Turing in 1950, it suggests that if a human evaluator cannot reliably distinguish between a machine and
another human based on linguistic interaction, the machine has passed the test of "thinking."

* Pure Language Hypothesis: The philosophical assumption that all human knowledge and reasoning are encoded within language. Therefore, training a
model on the totality of human text should, in theory, result in the emergence of intelligence.

* Scaling Laws: The observation in Al development that increasing the amount of data, computing power (compute), and model size leads to predictable
improvements in performance.

* Agentic Al: Al systems that do not just process information but can take independent actions to achieve a goal, such as navigating a computer interface or
managing a supply chain without step-by-step human intervention.

* The God Complex: In this context, the belief among tech visionaries that they are exempt from traditional societal, legal, or ethical oversight because they
are building something of "transcendental" importance.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Paradox of Governance

* The transition of OpenAl from a non-profit "intellectual playground" to a powerful, less accountable corporation highlights a central tension: the difficulty of
maintaining ethical guardrails when faced with massive capital requirements and the competitive pressure of a "tech arms race."

e The Definition Crisis

* There is a fundamental lack of consensus on what "intelligence" actually is. While industry leaders spend billions on the "pure language hypothesis '
argue that statistical prediction of the next word is not equivalent to true sentience or understanding.

* The Mirror of Social Media

* Drawing parallels to the social media era, the argument is made that algorithms designed for "engagement" often lead to radicaliz= arization. Al
development currently follows these same metrics—growth and speed—often ignoring the long-term societal "shaping" until the a is too deeply
embedded to change.

* The Externalization of Costs

* While the benefits of Al are often discussed in abstract or futuristic terms, the costs are immediate and physical. This incl massive consumption of
water for cooling data centers and the extraction of mineral resources in the Global South.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
e 1950: Alan Turing publishes "Computing Machinery and Intelligence," shifting the focus from "what is thinking" to "can a machine simulate thinking."
e 1956: The Dartmouth Conference officially coins the term "Artificial Intelligence."

e 2010s (The Deep Learning Revolution): Advances in Neural Networks and GPU computing allow Al to outperform humans in specific tasks like image
recognition.

e 2015: OpenAl is founded as a non-profit to ensure AGI benefits all of humanity.

* 2022-Present (The Generative Era): The release of Large Language Models (LLMs) moves Al from the lab to the public, sparking global debates on
safety, copyright, and existential risk.

* 2026 (Current State): Focus shifts toward "Agentic Al" and the "Scaling Era," where the limits of data and energy resources become the primary
bottlenecks.

* Way Forward
* Democratizing Al Governance: Moving beyond corporate boards to international bodies that include voices from the Global South.
* Resource Accounting: Mandating strict transparency regarding the water and carbon footprint of every major model training run.

* Human-Centric Design: Shifting the goal from "replacing human intelligence" to "augmenting human capability," focusing on refinement rather than
raw scaling.

* Legal Frameworks for Accountability: Establishing "Strict Liability" for Al developers, ensuring they are legally responsible for the outputs of their
autonomous agents.

e All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* 2023 (GS 3): "Introduce the concept of Artificial Intelligence (Al). How does Al help clinical diagnosis? Do you perceive any threat to privacy of the
individual in the use of Al in healthcare?"

e 2020 (GS 3): "What are the main socio-economic implications arising out of the development of IT in India?"
e 2019 (Essay): "The rise of Artificial Intelligence: the threat of jobless growth or the better opportunities through reskilling and upskilling?"

* 2017 (GS 4): "Conflict of interest in the public sector... (Relevant to the debate on Sam Altman’s board dismissal and corporate vs. public interest)."
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Just peace’ can't be achieved through
organisations seeking ‘fees’: Baerbock

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

“Just peace” cannot be
achieved by seeking mem-
bership in organisations
that charge a joining “fee”,
said Annalena Baerbock,
President of the 80th Ses-
sion of the UN General As-
sembly on Tuesday in res-
ponse to a question on the
Board of Peace for Gaza
Strip established by U.S.
President Donald Trump.
Speaking to journalists
here, Ms. Baerbock cau-
tioned against “unilateral
use of force™ while arguing
that member states of the
UN can mobilise them-
selves for an institutional
action against a state that is

Annalena Baerbock

accused of genocide by
bringing the matter to the
UN Security Council.
“Because every country,
no matter how big or
small, how powerful or
rich has a seat at the table,
because you will not find
just peace for anybody in
the world if you have to

pay the fee to join it. We
are witnessing growing ge-
opolitical tensions, in-
creasing fragmentation,
and pressure on the three
pillars of the UN - peace
and security, develop-
ment, and human rights”.
The Board of Peace has
28 countries as the ‘found-
ing members’ of the group
that is tasked with stopping
the war in Gaza where [s-
rael has been carrying out
a military campaign follow-
ing the October 7, 2023 at-
tack by Hamas. A draft con-
cept note of the board had
mentioned that members
would have to pay $1 bil-
lion to be part of the group.
Responding to a ques-
tion from The Hindu on the

U.S. targeting and kidnap-
ping President Nicolas Ma-
duro of Venezuela, Ms.
Baerbock said “use of force
is prohibited by the Char-
ter.” She said that every
person is supposed to en-
joy human rights and if
those rights are endan-
gered then member states
are supposed to follow the
process mentioned in the
Charter.

“Unilateral action is a
violation of the UN Char-
ter. Because the Charter is
not optional. It is an obliga-
tion for every member
state to protect peace and
security around the world
and protect sovereignty of
every member,” said Ms.
Baerbock.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* UN General Assembly (UNGA): The main deliberative, policymaking, and representative organ of the UN. It is the only UN body with
universal representation (193 Member States).

* UN Charter: The foundational treaty of the United Nations. It establishes the rights and obligations of Member States and the
overarching goal of maintaining international peace.

* Just Peace: A concept of peace that is not merely the absence of war but is rooted in justice, equity, and the rule of law, rather than
financial or military power.

* Unilateralism: An approach in foreign policy where a state acts independently or with minimal consultation, often disregarding
international treaties or collective institutions.

* Genocide: Acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group.

* Board of Peace (BoP): A newly proposed extra-institutional body (outside the UN framework) led by the U.S. to oversee Gaza's
reconstruction and security, notably featuring a "membership fee" for permanent influence.

* Sovereignty: The supreme authority of a state to govern itself and its people without external interference.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Core Thesis

* The central argument is that peace and international law are not "pay-to-play” commodities. True global stability can only be
achieved through inclusive, institutionalized multilateralism where the rule of law (the UN Charter) applies equally to all states, regardless
of their wealth or power.

* Supporting Points

* Equality at the Table: Baerbock emphasizes that the UN's strength lies in giving every country a seat, ensuring that peace is not bought
by the highest bidder.

* Obligatory Nature of the Charter: The UN Charter is presented as a mandatory set of rules, not an optional menu. Violation of
sovereignty or "unilateral use of force" (e.g., the targeting of a state leader) is a direct breach of this obligation.

* Institutional Recourse: Rather than unilateral action, member states should use established pathways, such as the UN Security Council
(UNSC), to address allegations of genocide or human rights abuses.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

e 1945 - The Birth of Multilateralism: Following WWII, the UN was established to replace the failed League of
Nations, with the UN Charter as the primary legal framework for preventing conflict.

* 1960s-1990s — Cold War Bipolarity: The UN often faced paralysis due to the veto power of the P5 (Permanent
Five) members, leading to various unilateral "police actions" by superpowers.

e 2003 - The Iraq Precedent: The U.S.-led invasion of Iraq without explicit UNSC authorization marked a significant
modern challenge to the UN Charter’s prohibitions on the use of force.

e 2023-Present — The Gaza Crisis: The conflict in Gaza has tested the UN's ability to enforce humanitarian law,
leading to the creation of alternative, non-UN bodies like the "Board of Peace," which introduces a transactional
element to diplomacy.

* Way Forward

» Strengthening UNGA: Empowering the General Assembly through mechanisms like the "Uniting for Peace"
resolution to bypass Security Council deadlocks.

* Democratic Funding: Moving away from "voluntary" or "transactional" funding toward a more equitable,
assessment-based model for global peace initiatives.

* Universal Compliance: Ensuring that powerful nations are held to the same standard as smaller ones regarding
the "unilateral use of force."

* Inclusion of the Global South: Ensuring that peace boards or councils represent the diversity of the world, not just
the "Founding Members" with $1 billion to spare.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

e 2022 (GS II): "The United Nations is a flawed organization but it is better than no organization at all." Critically
examine.

e 2020 (GS lI): "The long-sustained image of the UN as a representative of the world has been tarnished by its
inability to solve global conflicts." Discuss.

e 2015 (GS II): Discuss the impediments India is facing in its pursuit of a permanent seat in the UN Security Council.
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