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Malayalam blockbuster film reignites debate over
the purported ill-effects of Ayurvedic medicines

A.S. Jayanth
KOZHIKODE

The portrayal of a charac-
ter in the blockbuster Ma-
layalam movie Vaazha 2:
Biopic of a Billion Bros has
reignited the debate over

the purported ill-effects of

Ayurvedic medicines.

The character, played
by actor Bijukkuttan, dies
of liver cirrhosis after con-
suming an overdose of ‘ar-
ishtam’ — a herbal decoc-
tion - for a long time.

A section of Ayurveda
practitioners have said that
it was part of a “propagan-
da" against the traditional
Indian system of medicine.

Though some of the
functionaries of the Ayur-
veda Medical Association

A promotion still from Vaazha 2: Biopic of a Billion Bros. It has
reportedly collected over 3200 crore since its release on April 2.

of India (AMAI) recently
said they would take legal
recourse if the “misleading
scenes” were not removed,
AMAI State president Vish-
nu Namboothiri said an of-
ficial decision in this re-
gard was yet to be taken.
“There are both positive
and negative messages in

that movie. The character
succumbs to liver cirrhosis
apparently after consum-
ing ‘arishtam’ without a
doctor’s prescription for a
long time. This can also
send a message that any
medicine should be taken
only based on a certified
doctor’s prescription. How

long and how much you
are consuming it are also
important,” he says.

But he pointed out that
it could also play into the
hands of those who want-
ed to “destroy Ayurveda”
by creating a “negative im-
age” about it to help cer-
tain “monopolistic medi-
cal companies.”

Support to filmmakers

Meanwhile, hepatologist
Cyriac Abby Philips, who
has been challenging the
efficacy of Ayurvedic medi-
cines through social me-
dia, has offered support to
the filmmakers. In a post
on X, Mr. Philips offered
his “complete and highest
level of academic expertise
and support to the makers

of the movie” if they are
forced to fight a legal case.

Mr. Philips cited a num-
ber of peer-reviewed stu-
dies to claim that the “ana-
lysis of Ayurvedic herbals,
classical formulations, pro-
prietary herbals as well as
traditionally prepared
ones have consistently
shown alcohol, liver toxic
botanicals, liver toxic hea-
vy metals and organ da-
maging adulterants.”

Savin S.A., director of
the movie, said the pro-
duction company would is-
sue a response over the is-
sue if needed, he said.

The movie, a sequel to
Vaazha: Biopic of a Billion
Boys, has reportedly col-
lected over ¥200 crore
since its release on April 2.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Arishtam: A traditional Ayurvedic formulation involving the fermentation of herbal decoctions. The natural fermentation process produces self-
generated alcohol, which acts as a preservative and a solvent for active ingredients.

* Hepatotoxicity: The property of a substance (chemical or herbal) to cause damage to the liver.

* Liver Cirrhosis: A late-stage scarring (fibrosis) of the liver caused by many forms of liver diseases and conditions, such as hepatitis and chronic
alcoholism/toxicity.

* Decoction: A method of extraction by boiling herbal or plant material to dissolve the chemicals of the plant.

* AYUSH: An acronym for the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy. It represents India’s formalized
traditional medicine sector.

* Pharmacovigilance: The science and activities relating to the detection, assessment, understanding, and prevention of adverse effects or any other
medicine-related problem.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Scientific Critique

* The primary argument against unregulated Ayurvedic consumption is the presence of heavy metals (like lead, mercury, and arsenic) and "liver toxic
botanicals." Critics argue that "natural" does not inherently mean "safe," and that the lack of rigorous, double-blind clinical trials for many classical
formulations poses a public health risk.

* The Traditionalist Defense

* Ayurvedic practitioners argue that the system is holistic and time-tested. They contend that adverse effects often stem from misuse (self-
medication or incorrect dosage) rather than the medicine itself. There is also a defensive stance regarding "medical propaganda,” where practitioners
feel traditional systems are unfairly targeted by "monopolistic" modern medical interests.

* The "Prescription” Middle Ground

* Asignificant point of agreement exists: Self-medication is dangerous. Even within the Ayurvedic community, leaders emphasize that duration and
dosage are critical and must be supervised by a certified practitioner.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence: Ayurveda was the primary healthcare system until the British introduced the Allopathic system (Western medicine). The 19th century
saw a decline in state support for traditional systems.

* Post-Independence (1947-1970s): Committees like the Bhore Committee (1946) and Chopra Committee (1948) debated the integration of systems.
Ayurveda was preserved but often relegated to "rural" or "alternative" status.

* The 1970s & WHO: The Alma-Ata Declaration (1978) encouraged the use of traditional medicine practitioners in primary healthcare.

* The 2014 Shift: The elevation of the Department of AYUSH to a full-fledged Ministry marked a period of aggressive promotion and "mainstreaming" of
traditional medicine.

* Modern Era (2020-Present): The COVID-19 pandemic saw a surge in the use of Ayurvedic "immunity boosters," leading to increased clinical scrutiny and
arise in "Integrated Medicine" debates.

* Way Forward
* Mandatory Heavy Metal Testing: All Ayurvedic products must undergo third-party testing for lead, mercury, and arsenic before reaching the market.
* Bridge Education: Integrating basic toxicology into Ayurvedic training and basic Ayurvedic concepts into Allopathic training to reduce the "trust deficit."

* Strict Labeling: Arishtams should carry warnings about alcohol content and the risks of long-term consumption without supervision, similar to "Schedule
H" drugs in Allopathy.

» Strengthening Pharmacovigilance: The "AYUSH SURAKSHA" program needs better funding to track and report adverse drug reactions (ADRs).

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* GS Paper 2 (2020): "The product of the AYUSH system of medicine is gaining popularity... What are the challenges in its integration with
system of medicine?"

* GS Paper 3 (2018): "How is S&T deeply entrenched in the daily life of a common man? Discuss the changes brought by it in the fi

* GS Paper 2 (2014): "The pulse polio program in India is a success story... Why has it been difficult to achieve the same in othe nutrition and
traditional medicine?"
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Digital arrest scams are a crime
against human dignity, says CJI

Krishmadas Rajagopal

MW LIELHI

Chid Justice of India Surva
Kaml on Monday lagged
cligital arrest scams as the
“maost  disterbing™  and
lethal among cyber orimes
which nog ﬂnli. resubt in
merely fmancial boss po sic-
tims bur also a “histering
serde of viclalbon™.

The Ci said such cyber
crimes musd ra he sesen as
mere economic offences
bhut an offence against b
man dignity

“Victims frequeently
apeak of embarrassment.
hesitation, and even e
pressicn. Mamy (i bod re-
part the offence, fearing
atigma o disheliel. In di-
ings s, the crime achieves a
second, more insidious el-
fect: it completely isolates
the victim,” Chief Justice
Kant said, as he delivered
the 22nd DP, Kohdl Memo-
rial Lecture, ongandsed by
the Central Bureaa ol In-
vestigation (CRI on *Chal
lenges of Cyber Crimes
Role of Police and
Juslicicury .

Miting thar his Bench
wak s modu ino oopni-
samce of digaal  arrest

Einfim, oo @ i Tl
72° D.P. Kohli
Memarial Leciure

Chiel Justice Kanl deliwening the 2 [P Kokl Mernooal Lecturg,
eapanisid by the CBI e ‘Challieges ol Cber Crame: Rode ol Polos

sl Jundici ey, SPECUAL AARAMGEIEMT

acame, the Chief hstice
saic] the worst thing about
e erime was Heat indivi-
ilasls warre pryvchodogically
coefosd o comjdiance
through Rhricated claims
of begal mmhoricy.

In facy, the Chiel Justoe
havd expressed his exasper-
ation while on the Bench
of the court hours earlier,
saying digital arrest scams
continue uebwinted as de
mon=irated ey the Bt that
the Judiciary, the Fxeou-
e, andd malgiple agencies
hawl furmed  their com-
bined forces againsy rhe
{1575 08

The Chief Justice azlso

aaid rhed mearty 28 Eih oy
beercrime comiplaints had
Iseny reegristered in the past
ane year, Ina span of fwo
vears, 2024 and 2025, ok
pens had collectively lost
Chse o THLOD0 crofe 1o
cvber fraund,

Since 2022, the Home
Mindsary has clocked over
241 lakh compdxims relat-
od b digital arrest scams
alone, irmvshving losses of
approximately 300000
TN

“This is nod merely a
domestic concern. The Fi-
mancial Action Task Force
(FATF) has observied that
mearly 15% of the sduk

population  globally  has
been exposed o or fallen
victim to cybercrime at-
lermpes... Baredy 0% ol the
defrauded amount could
I pracid oF mecovened,”
Chief hustice Kant podnted
ol

He sald wvictims were
clwsen  randomly, bt
carefully profiled by scam:
sters Lhrough metkculons
data harvesting

Thee CJI sidd that swhile
the perpeirators operated
as inbegrated enterprises,
the instiurional response
in India had been “frag-
menled and sequential™.

“Whilis the crimme is exe-
cuted with gpeed aned ooor-
dination, the response un-
lolds b stages, creating a
gap that is often exploied
by hardeore professianal
criminals,” the Chief jus:
thoe sahd,

He FI.IHIIZ"'.‘-[{'I] MCaRIneS
such as real-time Informss-
tion sharing framoworks,
“hriefly pausing™ fund
transactions to forcign ac:
counts bo verify the ac-
count holders, and inte
grated command
struciures capable of coor-
dinating responss aonnss
secods and agencies.

V %



* Key Terms and Explanations

» Digital Arrest: A psychological scam where fraudsters pose as law enforcement (CBI, Customs, Police) via video calls. They claim the victim is
involved in a crime (like drugs or money laundering) and "arrest" them digitally by forcing them to stay on camera for hours or days until they
transfer money.

* Suo Motu Cognizance: A Latin term meaning "on its own motion." It refers to a court taking up a case on its own without any complaint being
filed, usually when a grave injustice or public interest issue is observed.

* Data Harvesting: The process of gathering large amounts of personal data from the internet, social media, or leaked databases to create
detailed profiles of potential victims.

* Financial Action Task Force (FATF): An intergovernmental body that sets international standards to prevent money laundering and terror
financing.

* Psychological Coercion: Using fear, authority, and isolation to manipulate a person's willpower, forcing them to act against their own
interests.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Core Thesis

* Cybercrime has transitioned from a simple economic offense to a deep-seated assault on human dignity and mental integrity. The "digital
arrest" represents the pinnacle of this shift, utilizing psychological warfare rather than just technical hacking.

* Key Evidence & Points

* The Scale of Loss: Between 2024 and 2025, Indian citizens lost approximately X44,000 crore to cyber frauds. Digital arrests alone accounted
for roughly 30,000 crore since 2022.

* The "Second Effect": Beyond financial loss, the scam creates a "blistering sense of violation." Victims feel a sense of stigma and iso!
which often leads to under-reporting.

* Fragmented Institutional Response: While criminals operate as "integrated enterprises" (seamless coordination), the state’
"sequential” (slow, step-by-step, and siloed), allowing criminals to stay ahead.

* Recovery Rates: A dismal recovery rate of only 10% of defrauded funds highlights the inefficiency of current tracking n 1S once
money enters the global banking layer.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* Pre-2000s: Cybercrime was limited to simple "phishing" emails and localized server hacks.

* IT Act, 2000: India’s first major legislative step to provide legal recognition for electronic transactions and define
cyber offenses.

* The Digital Revolution (2016 onwards): Post-demonetization and the Jio-revolution, millions of first-time internet
users entered the ecosystem without adequate digital literacy.

* COVID-19 Pandemic: This served as a catalyst for "Cybercrime 2.0," moving from simple OTP frauds to sophisticated
social engineering like fake COVID relief funds and, eventually, digital arrests.

* Present Day (2024-2026): Transition from individual "hackers" to organized, transnational crime syndicates using Al
and Deepfakes.

* Way Forward

* The "Golden Hour" Strategy: Just as in medical emergencies, the first hour after a fraud is critical. Banks must have a
"Kill Switch" accessible to victims to freeze funds immediately.

* Digital Literacy 2.0: Moving beyond "don't share OTP" to educating the public about legal procedures (e.g., "Police
never arrest anyone via Skype/WhatsApp").

* International Cooperation: Strengthening the "Budapest Convention" style alignments to ensure cross-border digital
evidence sharing.

* Al-Enhanced Policing: Using predictive analytics to identify patterns of data harvesting before the scam calls begin.

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains (2022, GS3): "What are the different elements of cyber warfare? Have threats, to India's internal
security, increased in the recent past?"

* UPSC Mains (2021, GS3): "Discuss the different types of cybercrimes and the measures required to be taken to fight
the menace."

* UPSC Mains (2020, GS3): "What is the Cyber Dome Project? Explain how it can be useful in controlling cybercrimes
in India."
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India’s forests could nearly double
carbon storage by 2100, study finds

The findings, published in Enmvironmental Research: Climate. involved researchers from Indian institutes; biggzest increases
in vegetation carbon are projected in desert and semiarid zones across Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhva Pridesh, study says

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia’s forests could
lsmn- nearly twice as

much carbon by the
end of this century as they
do now i current green-
house gas emission trends
continue, according 10 a
new modelling study pu-
blished this week in the
jourmal Environmemtal Re
search: Climate,

The findings, involving
researchers from multiple
Indian institutes, present a
gramular forecast of how
climate change will resh-
ape the country’s forest
carbon stocks. Signifscant-
ly, they diverge in impor-
tant ways from ofhcial est-
mates compiled by the
Forest Survey of Indea (FSI)

the official source of tree
and forest cover data in
India,

For this stixly, the auth
ors used modelling to peer
into the future and found
that vegetation carbon bio
maxss rises by 35% under a
low-emissions future, 62%

L

P

Wakie-up call: Cimate change i sdently rewnting every sector,
ncluding our forests, say sChontists. SITCIE ARRANGIMENT

under a  medium-emis-
sions pathway, and as
much as 97% under a high-
emissions, fossil-fuel-inten-
sive scenario by 2000, Till
about 2030, all of the sce-
narios project roughly the
same quantities of vegeta-
tion after which they di
verge sharply - the steep-
est aceeleration occurring
after 2050.

The projected increases
are driven primarily by
WO interacting lorces: ris-

ing precipitation and ele-
vated atmospheric QO
Higher rainfall, projected
across much of India un-
der all emissions scena-
rios, translates 1o more
moésture available for trees
w grow. Simultaneously,
more avallable carbon
dioxide means enhancing
photosynthesis and water-
use efficiency. Rainfall ef-
fects appear with a lag of
roughly two years under
low and medium emis-

sions, extending to about
four years under the high-
emissions scenario 1o ac-
count for the fact that for-
ests do not respond ine
stamtly to a single wet year,
and that woody biomass
accumubmes slowly over
time,

“Climate change is not
Just about rising tempera-
tures — it is silently rewrit-
Ing every sector, including
our forests.” said lea auth-
or Fathima Fitha, “Even
where gains appear, they
may mask deeper stresses,
raising concerns about the
stability of today’s dense
forests and the risk of re
leasing karge stores of car-
bon. Human pressures,
land-use change, and ex-
treme events such as wild:
fires, droughts, and heat-
waves  are  Intensifying
these risks. If we under-
mine our forests today, we
risk amplifying emissions
tamormow,”

The largest relative in-
creases are projected not
in India’s established forest
heartlands but in its driest

margins. Desert and semi-
aril zones across Rajas-
than, Gujarat, westemn
Madhya Pradesh, and ad-
joining dry interiors are ex-
pected to see vegetation
carbon rise by more than
60% compared to histori-
cal bevels under high emis-
stons. The Trans-Hima-
layas, the Gangetic forest
belt, and the Deccan Pe-
ninsula follow, The West-
emn Ghats and the Hima-
layas India’s most
biodiverse and ecologically
significant forest zones
are projected to see com-
paratively smaller relative
increases, constrained by
ecological saturation and
specific climatic pressures
those regions face, the stu-
dy shows,

The increase in vegeta-
thon doesn't mean that cli-
mate change is acting as a
net good, the rescarchers
warned, as the modelds do
not  capture  disruptive
forces such as deforesta
tion, land conversion, fire,
andd pest outbreaks intensi-
fhed by warming.




* Key Terms and Explanations
* Carbon Biomass: The total mass of organic matter in living organisms (trees, shrubs, etc.) that stores carbon. In forests, this is primarily the wood, leaves, and roots.

* Emissions Pathways (RCPs/SSPs): Scenarios used by climate scientists to project future greenhouse gas concentrations. A "high-emissions" pathway assumes continued heavy
fossil fuel use, while "low-emissions" assumes aggressive climate action.

* Vegetation Carbon Stock: The absolute quantity of carbon stored within a forest's living tissue. This acts as a "sink," removing CO, from the atmosphere.

* CO; Fertilization Effect: The phenomenon where increased atmospheric CO, enhances the rate of photosynthesis in plants, potentially leading to faster growth, provided other
nutrients and water are available.

* Ecological Saturation: A state where an ecosystem (like the Western Ghats) has reached its maximum capacity for growth or carbon storage due to limited space, nutrients, or
light.

* Water-Use Efficiency (WUE): The ratio of carbon fixed (growth) to water lost through transpiration. Higher CO, levels allow plants to keep their stomata partially closed,
reducing water loss while still absorbing carbon.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Core Thesis

* The central argument is that climate change—specifically rising precipitation and CO, levels—could paradoxically lead to a massive surge in India's forest carbon stocks by
2100, though this "green growth" is fraught with instability.

* Key Points of the Study

* Emissions-Linked Growth: There is a direct correlation between the intensity of emissions and the volume of carbon stored. A high-emissions future could see carbon stocks
nearly double (97% increase).

* The 2030 Inflection Point: Most scenarios track similarly until 2030, after which they diverge, with the most aggressive growth occurring post-2050.

* Regional Variation: The most significant relative growth is projected in arid and semi-arid regions (Rajasthan, Gujarat), while "saturated" biodiversity hotspots like the Western
Ghats show slower growth.

* Lagged Response: Forests do not react to climate shifts immediately; there is a 2-to-4-year lag between increased rainfall and significant biomass accumulation.

* Counterarguments and Risks
* The "Net Good" Fallacy: Increased biomass does not equate to ecosystem health. Invasive species or "monoculture-like" growth driven by CO, can displace native biodiversity.

* Vulnerability to Extremes: While models show growth, they often fail to account for "disturbances" like wildfires, pests, and heatwaves that can turn a carbon sink into a
carbon source overnight.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence: Forest management was revenue-centric and focused on timber extraction (Indian Forest Act, 1927). Forests were seen as resources, not
carbon sinks.

* Post-Independence (1952 Policy): The first National Forest Policy aimed at 33% forest cover, primarily for ecological balance.
* 1980s (Conservation Shift): The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, shifted the focus toward preventing diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes.

* 1987-Present (FSI Monitoring): The Forest Survey of India began biennial mapping. In recent years, the focus has shifted toward "Carbon Stock" reporting as part
of India’s commitments under the Paris Agreement.

* 2015-2026 (NDC Targets): India pledged to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO, equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by
2030.

* Way Forward

* Adaptive Management: Shift from "static" conservation to "dynamic" management that anticipates regional shifts in vegetation.

* Protecting Biodiversity Hotspots: Since the Western Ghats and Himalayas are nearing saturation, they need "protection-first" policies, while arid zones need
"restoration-first" policies.

* Integrating Modeling with FSI: The Forest Survey of India should incorporate climate-responsive modeling into its biennial State of Forest Reports (ISFR).

* Strengthening Community Rights: Empowering Gram Sabhas under the Forest Rights Act (FRA) to manage the local "carbon wealth" to ensure socio-economic
equity.

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC 2019 (GS3): "Enumerate the indirect effects of climate change on the biodiversity of India."

* UPSC 2018 (GS3): "What is the CO2 fertilization effect and how does it influence the global carbon cycle?" (Thematic link)

* UPSC 2015 (GS3): "The net-zero greenhouse gas emissions target is essentially a plan to balance the sources and sinks of carbon. Discuss."
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Doval’s Riyadh visit on PM’s
instructions, part of govt.
outreach to Gulf, says MEA

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval's surprise one-
day visit to Riyadh was part
of an outreach by the go-
vernment amid a tense
phase in the West Asian
conflict, and took place,
according to the Ministry
of External Affairs, on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's instructions.

The NSA's visit was an
nounced late on Sunday
night by the MEA, at the
end of his meetings with a
number of senjor Minis-
ters. In Rivadh, Mr. Doval
held talks with his counter-
part, National Security Ad-
viser Musaed Al-Aiban. He
also met Foreign Minister
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud,
Energy Minister Abdulaziz
bin Salman Al Saud, both
princes in the Saudi royal
family.

“On the directions of the
Prime Minister, our out
reach to countries in the
Gulf continues,” said MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais
wal, describing the visit at

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval with Ssudi Azabia’s Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan in Riyadh. av

a multi-ministerial briefing
on Monday. “[Mr. Doval's]
meetings were helpful to
exchange views and review
bilateral ties, and also ex
change views on the re-
gional situation and other
Issues of mutual interest,”
he added.

Mr. Doval's travel 1o the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
came a week after External
Aflairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar's two-day visit to the
United Arab Emirates
(April 11M2), and Energy
Minister Hardeep Puri’s
earlier visit to Qatar (April
910), and & understood to
have been part of the go

vernment's desire to shore
up ties with India’s major
ol and gas suppliers
amidst a possible energy
crisis, as well as emphasise
a more balanced approach
towards the region during
the war.

In a statement, the Sau-
di Ministry of Foreign Al-
fairs said that the 1alks bet-
ween the Saudi Foreign
Minister and Mr. Doval lad
reviewed arcas of India
Saudi cooperation, “along-
side a discussion of the lat-
est developments in the re-
gional sitwation and an
exchange of viewpoints re
garding it™




* Key Terms and Explanations

* NSA (National Security Adviser): The Prime Minister's primary advisor on national and
international security. Unlike the Foreign Minister, the NSA often handles "back-channel"
diplomacy and sensitive strategic negotiations.

* Extended Neighborhood Policy: A framework where India expands its strategic footprint
beyond its immediate borders (SAARC) to include regions like the Gulf, Central Asia, and SE Asia.

* Strategic Autonomy: India’s policy of making independent decisions in foreign affairs without
being tethered to any specific power bloc (e.g., maintaining ties with both Israel and Iran/Saudi
Arabia).

* Bilateral Ties: Political, economic, or cultural relations between two sovereign states.

* Energy Security: The uninterrupted availability of energy sources at an affordable price. Given
India imports over 80% of its crude oil, the Gulf is the linchpin of this security.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis revolves around proactive crisis management and strategic balancing in a
volatile West Asian landscape.

* High-Level Crisis Diplomacy: The visit, ordered directly by the PM, underscores that when
regional tensions rise, India moves beyond routine diplomatic channels to high-level security
dialogues.

* The Energy Imperative: Amidst a potential energy crisis triggered by regional conflict, India is
shoring up its "energy bridges." Meetings with the Saudi Energy Minister indicate a focus on price
stability and supply chain resilience.

* De-hyphenation and Balance: India is signaling a balanced approach. By engaging Saudi
Arabia and the UAE shortly after regional escalations, New Delhi ensures it isn't seen as leaning
too heavily toward any one side in the West Asian conflict.

* Regional Stability as a National Interest: The security of millions of Indian expatriates and the
stability of trade routes (like the Red Sea) are paramount, making the "regional situation" a
domestic concern for India.




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1990s (Ideological Phase): India’s policy was largely pro-Arab, influenced by the Cold War and the need to counter Pakistan’s influence in
the OIC (Organisation of Islamic Cooperation).

* Post-1991 (Pragmatic Shift): Economic liberalization forced India to view the Gulf as an economic partner. The "Look West" policy began to take
shape.

* 2006 (Delhi Declaration): King Abdullah’s visit to India was a watershed moment, elevating the relationship to a "Strategic Partnership."

* Post-2014 (The Hyper-Engagement Era): Under the current administration, ties have shifted from "Buyer-Seller" to "Strategic Investors." The
"Link West" policy has seen unprecedented visits by the Indian PM to Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar.

* Way Forward

* Institutionalize the Dialogue: Move beyond ad-hoc "surprise visits" to a regularized NSA-level security framework with the GCC (Gulf
Cooperation Council).

* Economic Diversification: Rapidly implement the IMEC corridor to move beyond the "oil-only" narrative.

* Diaspora Safety Protocols: Develop a coordinated regional contingency plan for the evacuation or protection of Indian citizens in case the
conflict scales.

Soft Power: Leverage cultural ties and the "Yoga/Bollywood" influence to deepen the partnership beyond the elite ministerial level.

Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)
UPSC 2023 (GS 2): "The India-UAE Partnership is a model for India’s growing ties with the Middle East. Discuss."
UPSC 2017 (GS 2): "The question of India’s Energy Security constitutes the most important part of India’s economic diploma

UPSC 2015 (GS 2): "The long-sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized nations has disappe count of its
new found role in the emerging world order. Elaborate."



g 1. STRATEGIC
IMPERATIVES

A) High-Level Crisis Management
- direct PM instructions
- Doval's shuttle diplomacy
- back-channel talks

B) The Energy Security Pivot
- shoring up supplies with major
oil/gas partners like KSA, Qatar, UAE

C) Deepening Ties
- moving from ‘Buyer-Seller' to

‘Strategic Partners’
- Link West policy H
,‘ _ﬁ g Increased Erop
_ Gulf investments
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2. DE-HYPHENATION |
& STRATEGIC BALANCE
A) Multi-alignment Policy

- balancing ties with KSA, Iran, Israel
- independent choices

B) International Stature
- positioning India as a global de-
escalator, Vishwa Bandhu

e -

India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC)
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- KSA-Iran rivalry
- |srael-Palestine issue

B) Diasporas Welfare
- 8.5 million Indians
- Remittances safety

C) Economic Stability
- Volatile oil prices
- supply chain resilience

. Potential
‘choke point’
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8 4. UPSC SYLLABUS

EE' & PREPARATION

A) GS |l (International Relations,
Neighborhood, Global Groupings)

B) GS lll (Energy Security, Security
Management

C) Essay & Optional (Themed
approach, multi-dimensional analysis)

Class 12 Pol Sci: contemporary world politics
Class 12 Pol Sci: contemporary world politics
Class 12 Pol Sci: economicts politics
Class 12 Pol Sci: nomittad politics
Class 12 Pol Sci: nomitary politics

Key PYQs:

« PYQS:: Indians foressting in engagement {2020)
« PYQO: Innittance emewement (2023)

« PYQO: Presiiden Industral depresures (2004)

« PYQO: Recnursd Indian in tmoasoment {2028)
« PYQO: Omt rieflestarast management (2023)




Long UPSC prep cycles take a
toll on aspirants’ mental health
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* |dentity Fusion: A psychological state where an individual's personal identity becomes inextricably blurred with a group or a goal (the UPSC).
Success or failure of the goal is perceived as the success or failure of the "self."

* Chronic Anticipatory Stress: A long-term state of tension caused by the constant expectation of a future event (the exam results) whose outcome
is uncertain.

* Parallel Education Economy: A shadow economy consisting of coaching centers, private hostels, and bookstores that thrives alongside the formal
university system, often operating with little regulation.

* Power Elite: A term (coined by C. Wright Mills) referring to a small group of people who control the dominant institutions of a society. In India,
the bureaucracy is seen as a core part of this elite.

* Cognitive Load & Decision Fatigue: The mental exhaustion resulting from the sheer volume of information processed (syllabus) and the constant
small choices one must make (what to read, how to schedule) over years.

* Social Upward Mobility: The transition of an individual or family from a lower socio-economic layer to a higher one.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Psychological Thesis

* The core argument is that the UPSC CSE is no longer just a career choice but a psychological ordeal. The "prolonged uncertainty" of the exam
creates a unique form of distress compared to exams like JEE or NEET, which are usually one-off attempts at a younger age.

* The Sociological Root
* The "dream" persists because of structural realities in India:
* The Prestige Gap: Even high-paying private sector jobs lack the "state power" and social standing associated with being a District M

* The Security Paradox: In an informalized economy, the "cradle-to-grave" security of a government job remains the ultimate r= for the
middle class.

* The Economic Angle

* There is a "bidirectional" impact. While the ecosystem provides support (peer groups), it also commodifies the aspir: s2le through
coaching centers that benefit financially from "repeater" cycles.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence (Covenant Civil Services): Established by the British to maintain the "Steel Frame" of the Empire. Entry was restricted, and it was the
ultimate symbol of colonial authority.

* Post-1947 (The Sardar Patel Vision): Reconstituted as the All India Services. It retained colonial perks (bungalows, status) to ensure stability during the
transition to a republic.

* 1990s (Liberalization): Despite the rise of MNCs and IT jobs, the "Lal Batti" (Red Beacon) culture remained a dominant social aspiration, especially in
the Hindi Heartland (UP/Bihar).

* 2010s-Present (The Coaching Explosion): Digitalization and the shift to hubs like Rajinder Nagar/Mukherjee Nagar transformed preparation into a
multi-billion dollar industry, intensifying the "herd mentality.”

*  Way Forward

* The 2-Year Rule: Encouraging a cultural shift where candidates limit full-time preparation to 2 years, treating subsequent attempts as part-time
endeavors.

* Psychological Buffer: Government-funded counseling centers in education hubs like Old Rajinder Nagar.

* Exit Portals: Creating a "Lateral Entry" or "Preferential Hiring" for UPSC veterans (those who reached interviews) in PSUs or corporate roles to value
their knowledge base.

* Diversifying Aspirations: Investing in the "Startup India" and "Skill India" ecosystems so that the "Power Elite" status is shared with innovators and
creators, not just administrators.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC 2017 (GS 2): "Appropriate local community-level healthcare intervention is a prerequisite to achieve 'Health for All' in India." (Can be adapted to
Mental Health for aspirants).

* UPSC 2020 (GS 4): "The current internet expansion has infused a different set of cultural values which are often in conflict with traditional values."
(Relates to the digital coaching culture).

* UPSC 2016 (Essay): "Innovation is the key determinant of economic growth and social welfare." (Counter-argument to the obsession with
administrative roles).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Microplastics: Plastic particles less than 5mm in size. They are categorized as primary (manufactured small, like microbeads) or secondary (broken down
from larger items like bottles or nets).

* Plastisphere: A term used to describe the ecosystem of microbes, algae, and bacteria that colonize plastic debris in water. It essentially creates a "new"
habitat that can harbor pathogens or invasive species.

* Blue Carbon: Carbon captured by the world's ocean and coastal ecosystems (mangroves, seagrasses, salt marshes). These are far more efficient at
sequestration than terrestrial forests.

* Biogenic Carbon: Carbon produced or derived from living organisms (in this case, the microbes living on the plastic), as opposed to fossil-fuel-based
carbon.

* Dissolved Organic Carbon (DOC): The fraction of organic carbon that passes through a filter. In the Sundarbans, the leaching of DOC from plastics
provides an unnatural "buffet" for bacteria, disrupting the base of the food web.

* Weathering: The physical and chemical breakdown of plastics due to UV radiation, mechanical wave action, and microbial activity.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis is that microplastics have evolved from being mere pollutants to becoming active participants in the carbon cycle, potentially
destabilizing the Sundarbans' role as a "carbon sponge."

* The Seasonal Surge: The study highlights that the monsoon acts as a "flush," with heavy rains transporting plastic from urban centers like Kolkata and
the upper Ganga-Brahmaputra basin into the estuary, increasing concentrations by 40%.

* The Carbon Reservoir Paradox: Plastics are ~¥90% carbon. When they degrade, they don't just disappear; they convert into DOC and biogenic carbon.
This creates a "novel carbon reservoir" that was never part of the natural mangrove equilibrium.

e Ecosystem Interference:

* The Food Web: Excess carbon promotes rapid bacterial growth, which can alter the microbial balance, potentially affecting the higher trophic levels
(fish, crustaceans).

» Efficiency Loss: While mangroves naturally store CO2, the presence of plastic-derived carbon might make the soil/water system "saturated" or less
efficient at sequestering atmospheric CO2.

* Material Identity: The dominance of fibers (textiles) and fragments (PP/PET) points toward household waste and the fast-moving consumer goods
(FMCG) sector as the primary culprits.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence/Early Post-Independence: Limited use of synthetic polymers; waste in the Ganga-
Brahmaputra delta was primarily organic.

* 1970s-1990s (The Plastic Boom): Advent of the "Sachet Revolution" and increased use of PET and
Polypropylene in India. Plastic waste management was non-existent in municipal planning.

* 2011-2016: Introduction of Plastic Waste Management (PWM) Rules. Emphasis moved from just littering
to "Extended Producer Responsibility" (EPR).

* 2022-Present: India’s Ban on Single-Use Plastics (SUP) and the G20’s focus on "Circular Economy."
However, the IISER study proves that "legacy plastic" (old, weathered fragments) remains a persistent threat.

*  Way Forward
* Catchment-Scale Management: Treat the entire Ganga basin as a single unit for plastic filtration.
* Upstream STPs: Mandate micro-filters in municipal sewage plants to catch fibers from laundry.

* Nature-Based Solutions: Enhance mangrove restoration to counteract the "efficiency loss" caused by
plastic carbon.

* Blue Economy Policy: Integrate microplastic monitoring into the "Deep Ocean Mission" and "Integrated
Coastal Zone Management."

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC 2019 (GS-Ill): "Can strategy of coastal zone management, if carried out properly, help in protecting
the human settlements from inundation and other hazards...?"

* UPSC 2018 (GS-llI): "What is the economic significance of the 'Blue Economy' for a country like India?"
* UPSC 2021 (Prelims): Question on "Microbeads" and their environmental impact.

* APSC 2022 (Mains): "Discuss the impact of plastic pollution on the marine ecosystem with special
reference to the Bay of Bengal."
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U.S. power, Latin American resistance
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Monroe Doctrine (1823): A foundational U.S. policy stating that any intervention by European powers in the politics of the Americas is a potentially hostile act
against the U.S.

* Roosevelt Corollary (1904): An extension of the Monroe Doctrine. It asserted the U.S. right to intervene in Latin American nations to "stabilize" their economic
affairs if they were unable to pay their international debts or were guilty of "chronic wrongdoing."

* Example: U.S. intervention in the Dominican Republic to manage its customs houses.
* Gunboat Diplomacy: Foreign policy that is supported by the use or threat of military force.
* Example: Sending naval vessels to a country's coast to influence its internal political decisions.
* Sovereignty: The supreme power or authority of a state to govern itself without outside interference.
* Anti-Imperialism: Opposition to the political, economic, or cultural dominance of one country over another. In Latin America, this often targets U.S. hegemony.

* Economic Dependency: A situation where the economies of certain countries are conditioned by the development and expansion of another economy to
which the former is subjected.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* Core Thesis

* The current aggressive U.S. posture toward Latin America—characterized by sanctions, incursions, and threats—is not a new phenomenon but a return to the
early 20th-century "International Police Power" era. This "gunboat diplomacy" historically backfires by creating a unified, radical anti-imperialist front.

* Key Points

* The "New" Aggression: The article cites modern examples like drone strikes on traffickers, fuel blockades on Cuba, and incursions into Venezuela as echoes of
the past.

* Historical Mirroring: Today’s policy is less like the Cold War (which focused on ideological containment) and more like the 1900-1930 period of "policing" for
U.S. commercial interests.

* Resistance as a Side Effect: U.S. interventionism acts as a catalyst for political ferment. It transforms local grievances into a unified internationalist movement.

* The "Dependent Country" Paradox: Thinkers like Ricardo Paredes identified that nations can be "formally sovereign" (having a flag and anthem) but
"economically subordinated" (controlled by Wall Street).



Historical

Evolution of

the Issue

Period Milestone/Policy Key Characteristics

1823 Monroe Doctrine Amerlca for Amerlcans /
aimed at keeping Europe out.
Transition from defensive to

1904 Roosevelt Corollary proactive intervention;
"International Police Power."
Occupations of Haiti,

1900-1934 The Banana Wars Nicaragua, Cuba, and

Dominican Republic to protect
trade.

1930s-1940s

Good Neighbor Policy

FDR’s attempt to shift away
from military intervention
toward cooperation.

1947-1991

Cold War Era

Support for coups (Chile 1973,
Guatemala 1954) to stop
communism.

2020s—Present

Neo-Interventionism

Return to unilateral force,
tariffs, and blockades under
the guise of security/anti-
narcotics.




* Way Forward
* Shift to Multilateralism: The U.S. should utilize the OAS and the UN for dispute resolution rather than unilateral "police power."

* Economic Partnership over Sanctions: Moving from blockades to "near-shoring" and collaborative investment to address the root
causes of migration and unrest.

* Respecting "Radical Sovereignty": Acknowledging that Latin American nations have the right to nationalize resources (like Lithium
or Oil) without facing regime change.

* Diplomatic Engagement: Re-establishing the "Good Neighbor" spirit—focusing on mutual security interests like climate change and
pandemic response rather than drone strikes.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Mains 2021 (GS2): "The newly emerged world order has placed the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in a position of
challenges." (Theme: Evolution of Western military power).

* Mains 2013 (GS2): "The policy of 'hot pursuit' and 'pre-emptive strikes' has become a part of the international legal discourse."

* Mains 2018 (GS1): "Why Indochina was a focus of 20th-century struggle?" (Parallel theme: Resistance to imperialism).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Electromagnetic (EM) Waves: These are waves consisting of oscillating electric and magnetic fields that propagate
through space. Unlike mechanical waves (sound/water), they do not require a physical medium.

* Infrared (IR) Radiation: A type of radiant energy that's invisible to human eyes but felt as heat. In the EM spectrum,
it sits between microwaves and visible red light (frequency roughly 300 GHz to 430 THz.

* Photodiode: A semiconductor device that converts light into an electrical current. It acts as the "eye" of the sensor.

* Light-Emitting Diode (LED): A semiconductor light source that emits light when current flows through it. In this
context, IR-LEDs emit light that humans cannot see but sensors can detect.

* Frequency (NEU): The number of wave cycles that pass a point in one second, measured in Hertz (Hz).

* Condensed-Matter Physics: The field of physics that deals with the macroscopic and microscopic physical properties
of matter, especially the "solid" and "liquid" phases where atoms are closely packed.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

The core thesis posits that modern "magic"—automated taps, doors, and remotes—is essentially an application of
Optics and Quantum Mechanics.

The Wave Nature of Light: Light is not just "brightness" but a disturbance of fields. The article argues that
understanding light as a wave allows us to manipulate "invisible" portions of the spectrum.

Active vs. Passive Detection: Automated systems work on a "reflection" principle. An emitter (LED) sends out a signal; if
an object (like a hand) reflects that signal back to a receiver (sensor), the circuit completes.

Specificity of Technology: Sensors are engineered to respond only to specific frequencies or encoded patterns (as
remotes), preventing signal interference between different household devices.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-20th Century: The discovery of Infrared by William Herschel (1800) using a thermometer and a prism. This broke the myth that light was only what humans
could see.

*  Mid-20th Century (The Semiconductor Revolution): The development of the transistor and the p-n junction allowed for the creation of LEDs and photodiodes.
* 1970s-80s: Consumer electronics began replacing ultrasonic remotes with IR remotes, which were cheaper and more reliable.

* 21st Century: Integration into public infrastructure (Multiplexes, Airports). Automation shifted from being a luxury to a hygiene standard (especially post-COVID-
19 for touchless interfaces).

* Way Forward
* Indigenization: India should boost local manufacturing of IR sensors under the "Semicon India" mission to reduce import dependency.
» Standardization: Create universal protocols for IR-based public utilities to ensure ease of repair and replacement.

» Efficiency: Research into "Ambient Light Harvesting" where sensors run on the very light they detect, making them energy-neutral.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
* Prelims (2018): Question on the difference between Bluetooth and Wi-Fi/IR technologies.

* Mains (2014, GS-3): "Scientific research in America, Europe, and Japan is being increasingly carried out by private enterprises. Discuss the situation in India."
(Relevant to semiconductor R&D).

* Mains (2017, GS-3): "Give an account of the growth and development of nuclear science and technology in India." (Parallel to the development of specialized
physics fields).
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As Pope Leo blasts ¢

tyrants’ and ‘chains of

corruption, the world takes close note

Words of Pope Leo NIV cosrently on a four-aation toar of Mk, have prompecd sprecedeniced kobs on socal moeda from LS, President Trump
2o clains of theological superionity from Vice Prosicdent Vance however, the Pope bas boen preadhing sgginst tyrants’ and coemupeion for a whilke

NEWS ANALYSS

Associated Press

theough  Africa, blmticg
the “hundidd of nrans”
and “chakes of corruption™
that have held the contt
Dl hostage foe Centuries.

Bt the Bt s, the Pope
s been preaching s
kind of message for 3 while
row, Inclading n e con
test of the LLS. beraell war
= iran

Nt tock LS. Prew
St Dorsdd Tnsmg's un
procodented lobs oo socisl
ek and Vice Prosedent
10 Ve clatem of theo
bl superionity o ma
fry pouple 0 pay attestion,
especilly American
Catholics.

“Yes, Mope Leo might
ve the Impeession thae be

the workd press asd soctdd
medo,” Canlial Mt
Crorny, a top Vatican off
o and 2ide o e Poge,
il

“But I G e Holy
Father's hoesiies and 1alks
B Altica have been pre
pored, well In adsance, In
termms of e local African
realty and the charch” be
skl “So, if they seom rele-
10 e QUITETE waEs,

TYr T,

-
Pope Loo BN spasks during ho vl 50 # nurseng homse in Sawmmo, Angola, on Mondey W toe

controveryy, this nemkadhs
wn of Jowen snvings, “Whoey
e hin eans 10 hear, bet
S heat?™

The Pope tried %o muake
hat pobat hiroell whes,
o Ris way from froen G
meroon o Angola on Ser
mardary, be complained tat
“A Coruan sarmative” had
taken hold cagpesting he
was in a fend with Nr
Tremp over the kan war
and his peace mevages
Alrica were direciod o the
Proskdent

“Wroegg interpectation’
The Ipe imbied hin
woeds abost tyeasts and
Be religous jessficanion
for want b Beent wrongly
imerpreted and that he
was referring oaly w the
Afrkcan comtext, and 10 3
separatist condicT bn wes
omn Camwroon, n

partiuls

Dot b aduo wan trylng o
Burve it both warys. Yes, he
was tallking shot the sepe
ratd confict At 2 pexe
mecting i Bamenda. Yo,
e wias preaching the Cos
pel message of peace and
franermity. B be also das
been talkleg aboet Nr.
Tremp, a ke

“Thae dsacg of
Pope Leo from some kxter
pretations was really 2
mowe 10 de-owcalate 2 very

the Varscan seeds the Lo
o Sues 10 festore some
ind of pescefal - not oo
der - Mu a hovison of
peace, a hope of peace ™
Pecasme e Bt W, Pope
Leo has ariscised Tromg,
divectly, before he pt

Alnca. And i coe remae
kable cosmene two weeks
a0, Be actenlly encoee
aged e Gathiid 0 contacy
thetr congromdonal pepoe
seatatives 0 demand an
ennd o the wat.

The headine from the
Apeil T eocounter outside
Pope Loo's coumtry house
I Casted Candolso uwas thae

drect appeal 0 umerican
woters 10 take » stand, be
Cese 8 grouinely feared
M. Tramg was about o
take the Iram war In a vastly
mooy cammtrophic divec
ton

Pope and the President
The Holy See hud never re-
sorted 50 uxch & dowctly
pokticd mewage from a
Pope evem ot the hoighe of
the Cubun misslle crisis,
when & Cabolic Pressdent

Jote F. Kenoendy - wan
o0 the verge of & neclewr
ootfonmson with te So
vies Unbon, Mr. Faggol
[

A that moment, Pope
Jobar XXM s maake 3 pur
Nic appeal - his oo
October 26, 12, radio &)
dvm - with 3 strong, &
rect ples Sor peace facked
g 10 "Bane who huve e
rospornibiity of power” to
“do everydhieg n Delr
power 30 sive e peace

The Pope also sem priv
#e letiens w0 Ketmedy and
Sovdet Prermier  Nbita
Khredchey and worked

he had called N, Trump's  bedund the soenes durough
thevat 10 anrehidae | Ak chusmnels 1o de
orvilnation “truly  escabee 2 siuaton, et be
macceptable Ad not urge Amserican vo
Dt e moce dpafcare ten 0 eaentially choose
moeage  followed. "1 which Catholic 10 Baten 1
woudd srvite the citieern of  thelr  Poesbdent of iy

all the countries levobved
10 Contact the aunhorites,
pobinicad keaderns, congress
men, 00 ask thess, el themn
10 work Sor peace and 10
refert war” be sakd.

Nr. Fagoob termed the
comment “the Vasican's
mechew opoon.” meking A

Mope.
“Whae b5t stale Dow b
that ot 2 sene of war, koval
ties of Catholics are tested

aryy fusare political apits
Do of Cathollcs seching
high office, whether Mr.
Vance on the Repudiican
shde or Calfornka Governor
Gavin Newnom on the De-
mocTaie skde, s bong s an
American Pope b sl In
Ko

Kathleen Sprows Cum
tedegn, direcsor of the Glo
el Coholic Research by
Eathor ot the Universty of
Notre Dusse, sbd Iope Leo
hues cornbsterely cperaed
“0on 2 higher plane™ b
Americans Caholics ae
wwed 00 Churdh docwsalon
of mociey s the cooest
of sexuaity, peoder, and
abortion and it s Juving o
peocess  Bweige  policy
through 3 moral bess.

"$o Nr. Varce can say
the Pope dould exck m
movalty” she sabd, "t
wie s peace e ancwrst
moeal potses”

Foe Demer of worse, the
Incredible saga of Mr
Trump, the war and goo
pobrics seems G, G 1o
moved from Foge Leo's
Qwy o day miniaering o
hs fock In ANk, who
have nmed out ia droves
1o wekome the American
Pope ks wach of bis sogn on
s Soce cusion houe

The polyior Pope ban
made it cay for them w
hedr bis woedh, delbvering
s speeches, hoesdies, and
penyers in the harguages of
s Lol Froneh in Alpe
e, Enghsh and French in
Cameroon, Pormageese In
Argoda and, staring Toes
Awy, Spanah in Egunonal
Gubnea




* Key Terms and Explanations

* The Holy See: The universal government of the Catholic Church, operating as a sovereign entity in international law. Unlike a standard state, its power is
"moral" rather than military.

« Papal Infallibility vs. Political Guidance: While the Pope is "infallible" on faith and morals, his political statements are "guidance." The tension here is
whether war is a "moral" or "political” issue.

* Just War Theory: A doctrine of military ethics which ensures war is morally justifiable through a series of criteria (e.g., last resort, proportional force).
* Soft Power: The ability to influence others through appeal and attraction rather than coercion or payment. The Pope uses this to mediate conflicts.

* Theological Superiority: The claim that one’s own interpretation of religious truth is more valid than others, often used by politicians to justify policies
that conflict with clerical stances.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The "Nuclear Option" of Direct Political Appeal: The core thesis is that the Papacy has shifted from quiet diplomacy to direct grassroots mobilization. By
urging citizens to contact Congress, the Pope bypassed traditional diplomatic channels, challenging the state's monopoly on political loyalty.

* The Duality of Papal Messaging: The article highlights a strategic "double-track" approach. While the Pope claims to focus on local African issues (e.g.,
the Cameroon separatist conflict), his rhetoric on "tyrants" is widely perceived as a veiled critique of contemporary Western leaders.

* Conflict of Loyalties: For Catholic citizens, a "zero-sum" game is emerging between national identity (supporting the President’s war) and religious
identity (following the Pope’s call for peace).

* Counter-Arguments: Critics like Vice-President Vance argue for "spheres of influence," suggesting the Church should handle private morality
(sexuality/gender) while the State handles public security (war/foreign policy).




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1960s: The Vatican often maintained a neutral, "silent" stance during major world wars to
protect the Church's global footprint.

* 1962 (Cuban Missile Crisis): Pope John XXlll issued a radio plea for peace. It was revolutionary but
respected the sovereignty of leaders (Kennedy and Khrushchev) without calling for a voter revolt.

* Cold War Era: Pope John Paul Il played a massive role in the fall of Communism in Poland, blending
religious fervor with pro-democracy movements.

* 2020s-Present: We see the "Americanization" of the Papacy. With an American Pope (Leo XIV), the
Vatican is no longer an "outside" observer of U.S. politics; it is a direct stakeholder, leading to
unprecedented friction with the White House.

* Way Forward

* Institutional Mediation: Rather than public "lobs" on social media, a return to the "Backchannel
Diplomacy" of the 1962 era is needed to de-escalate without losing face.

* Inter-faith Coalitions: The Pope should broaden his message to include Muslim and Jewish leaders
to avoid the "Pope vs. President" binary.

* Clarified Spheres: A "Modern Concordat" or understanding that recognizes the Church’s right to
speak on "Human Rights" while respecting the state's "Security" mandates.

* Previous Years' UPSC Questions

* GS11(2019): "The pulse of a strategy lies in its anticipation of response." Discuss in the context of
global soft power.

* GS IV (2017): "Religions are different roads converging to the same point. What does it matter if we
take different roads as long as we reach the same goal?" — Mahatma Gandhi. Relate this to global
peace.

* Essay (2021): "The real is rational and the rational is real." (Hegel) — Analyzing the Pope’s
"idealistic" peace vs. the "rational" war.



POPE’S STRATEGIC SHIFT: | AXIA INSIGHTS: CONCEPTUAL _BREAKDOWN

Pope Leo XIV's conpued shift, and phaneaint’s trip @ 1. MORAL AUTHORITY @

in colitical implications tirelmori of ltfan and civii end
raking and emonsty, at the sconds of this trip. é 2. DIRECT MOBILIZATION %

The Pope Leo XIV's trip legalies reute enails in 2 3. DUAL MESSAGING 2
more noltoninn, antiviately in elofomeprics and =
propection coste-romallirew.

g

@ 4. CHALLENGING SOVEREIGNTY

I |

( HISTORICAL CONTEXT MULTIDIMENSIONAL IMPACT WAY FORWARD
1962 Cold War ﬁ Political: U.S.-Iran tension e Inter-faith Coalitions
_ _ 9 o : :
o Y @®— | & Social: Catholic split e Clarified Spheres
1962 Cold War  Today 5-19 Ethical: Just War vs. Annihilation s BackcharnalDiblomas
John XXIIi Leo XIV atith coalition sy

% |



Tamil parties in Sri Lanka seek sustained
Indian push to fulfil Indo-Lanka Accord

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan ‘assures’ Sri Lankan Tamil representatives that India's position on devolution stands; provincial polls discussed
with 5 Lankan side; the 1987 framework seeking equal righis and greater political power for Tamils Tas not been Tully realised, sav parties

Maera Sebmlvasan

COHLEYATBCY

Sri Lanka's Tamil par-
ties have sought sus-
tained Indian en
gagemend bo ensure (e
implementation of the In-
dovLanka Accord of 1987,
signed durlng e early
years of the civil war o ad-
dress the aspirations of Ta-
mils for equal rights and
greater poliical power.

A delegation of leaders
representng Tamils from
the island’s north and east
on Sunday conveved this
to Viee-Presidens C.0% Rad
hakrishman, wheoe was on a
two-day edficial visit 1o Sri
Lamk:

Painting to the “state-to-
state treaty”, signed by
Prime Mingster Rajiv Gamd-
hi and Pressdent LR, Jaye-
wardene in Jily 1987, e
prominent  Tamil  party
[lankal Tamil Arasu Katchd
(ITAK) polnbed ot that the
truie spirit of the Accond 2
vei o be realised.

hr?premnuhﬂ of Sri Lanks's Tamil parties with \ice-President

L Hadhalkrishnan i Colombo an Sundary, SPECIAL AREAMGEUENT

=W told him that the
Accord has never been ful-
Iy realised, mwd  even
through the Bth Amendd-
mend, which is ali vet o
b fully implemented, Re-
gardless of whoever comes
inte government hwere |in
& Lanka] or there |India,
the agreement mast be ful
filthedd, e that i 1o heve an
arrangement based om a
federal model, with (rre-
vocable power slaring”
ITAK General Secretary

and former Jaffna MI* MLA.
Sumanthizan told The Hin-
i, following the mesting,

Sinee the end of the civil
warr in May 2006, the ITAK
and thie Tamil Mational Al-
lianee it formerly bed, leve
comzistently sought me-
mingful power devolution
within 3 “wmired, umdivid-
ed, indivisible™ Sri Lanka,
including throegh the Bih
Amendment. The only le-
gislative muaramiee of a
measure of power devolu-

tion o the slamds nine
provinces, including  the
Tamil majority Northern
amd Eastern provinces, the
Amendment  bows  rom
the Accomd, However,
nefther has seen ull imple-
mentatkon in the Fur
decades,

=when we poinved out
that Provincial Councils
have been defunct for over
seven years, the Yice Prest-
chesint ol ua hee has spolen
o the 5ri Lankan side
absouit holding early provin-
cial elections and assured
us that India’s position on
power devalutbon remains
comstant and chat there is
ngr Chamge.” Mr, Sumanthi-

ran sxid.

Waning interest

For a decade nosw, Tamil
commmeiilators have been
flagming India’s apparently
waning inderest in Sri Lan-
ka's Tamil question, amdd
it development conpera-
thon amwd strategic priosi-
thes. Meanwhile, Tamil pol-

itical parties have raised
COmcem in every oeeeting
with the Indian leaglership,
The widely respected Late
Tamil eader K. Sampan-
than tolkl The Himde in
202 that Inclis has a “spe-
cial dury™ in ensuring that
the= iskand's Tamil question
is resalved.

While seeking a greater
push from India en power
devolution, senbos Tamil
polivician and ITAE Presi-
dent CVE. Shvagnanam re-
called Prime Minister Na-
rendra Maohi's March 2005
adbidress to the 5ri Lankan
PParliament when he said
he was a “firm believer in
cooperative federalism,”

Tamil Mational Peoples
Fromt General Secretary
amd former falfna MP Sl
varagah Kajendren handed
o doctiment o the liv
dian Vice-Pressdent, out-
lining their position that
meaningful power devolu-
thon b5 mot possibbe within
Sri Lanka's unitary stane
SLTUICTLINE,

While the leftist kanaths
Viemukthi Peramama [JVP]
has historically opposed
the IndeLanka Accord,
seing 0oas Fndia-fmposied,
the ruling National Peo-
ples Power coalition it
leads  has promised o
bring ina meew Constitution
sddressing Tamll aspira-
thons, The exerciues i vel 1o
tzke off. and no timeline
hias been shared vet.

Tiee Tamil parties and
the Vice-President akso dis-
cussed Inddian asskstance
for development projects,
ihe persisting  fsheries
conflict and the possible
returm of Sri Lankan refu
goees in India, On the ques
e of refurming refugees,
Mr. Radhakrishnan sxid In-
dlia could explore suppor-
fireg ehe refurning relugeses.
“He saich Inadia spenels mo-
ney looking afler them
there, 5o they might as well
paut that io use 1o set them
gy here, with lbeasing and
other needs” Mr. Suman-
thiran =aid.



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Indo-Lanka Accord (1987): A bilateral agreement signed between Indian PM Rajiv Gandhi and Sri
Lankan President J.R. Jayewardene. It sought to end the Sri Lankan Civil War by decentralizing power to
the provinces.

* 13th Amendment (13A): A direct fallout of the 1987 Accord. It created Provincial Councils in Sri
Lanka and made Tamil an official language. However, "police and land powers"—crucial for autonomy—
were never fully handed over to the provinces.

* Devolution of Power: The statutory delegation of powers from the central government to local or
regional administrations. Example: The way India’s 73rd and 74th Amendments empowered Panchayats
and Municipalities.

* Unitary vs. Federal State: Sri Lanka is a Unitary State (power is concentrated at the center). Tamil
parties advocate for a Federal Model, where provinces have "irrevocable" powers that the center
cannot easily take back.

* Cooperative Federalism: A concept where the center and states interact cooperatively to solve
common problems.

ITAK (llankai Tamil Arasu Katchi): The main political party representing Sri Lankan Tamils, historically
dvocating for a federal solution.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Demand for Implementation: The core thesis is that the 1987 Accord remains an unfulfilled
"state-to-state" treaty. Tamil parties argue that stability is impossible without realizing the true spirit of

the 13A.

* The "Defunct" Provincial Councils: A major grievance is that local elections haven't been held in
seven years, leaving the Tamil-majority North and East without elected local representation.

* India’s Dual Role: India is viewed as both a "guarantor" of the Accord and a strategic partner to the
Sri Lankan state. There is a perceived tension between India's "strategic interests" (countering Chinese
influence) and its "moral duty" to the Tamil minority.

* Resistance from the South: The article highlights that the current ruling coalition (NPP/JVP) has
historically viewed the Accord as an external imposition by India, though they now promise a new
constitution.



S

Historical Evolution of the Issue

Pre-1948: Colonial policies created ethnic divisions between the majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils.

1956: The "Sinhala Only Act" disenfranchised Tamil speakers, sparking the first major ethnic tensions.

1983: "Black July" riots triggered a full-scale civil war between the Sri Lankan state and the LTTE.

1987: The Indo-Lanka Accord was signed. The Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) was deployed but eventually withdrawn in 1990 after facing resistance

from both sides.

2009: The civil war ended with the military defeat of the LTTE. The focus shifted from conflict to "reconciliation and devolution."

Present Day: The 13A remains the only legal framework for devolution, but its implementation is stalled by political inertia in Colombo.

Way Forward
Full Implementation of 13A: As a confidence-building measure, land and police powers should be devolved incrementally.
Immediate Provincial Elections: To restore the democratic link between the Tamil people and the state.

Economic Integration: India could focus on "Developmental Diplomacy" in the North and East (ports, energy) to create a stake for Tamils in the national

economy.

Truth and Reconciliation: Establishing a domestic mechanism to address war crimes to foster social healing.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

UPSC Mains (2013): "In respect of India-Sri Lanka relations, discuss how domestic politics influences foreign policy."
UPSC Mains (2020): "India’s neighborhood first policy is facing several challenges. Discuss in the context of Sri Lanka."
UPSC Prelims (2022): Questions on the "13th Amendment" in the context of recent headlines.
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India violating its obligations, says UN Rapporteur

Muneef Khan

NEW DELHI

India “is violating its obli-
gations under internation-
al law”, said UN Special
Rapporteur on the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territo-
ries, Francesca Albanese,
in an interview with The
Hindu.

Ms. Albanese’s com-
ments were in response to
questions about the find-
ings in her latest report tit-
led ‘“Torture and Geno-
cide’, which she presented
at the 6lst session of the
UN Human Rights Council,
on March 23.

The report has exa-
mined Israel’s “systematic
use of torture against Pal-
estinians” from the occu-
pied Palestinian territory,

Francesca Albanese

since October 7, 2023. It
notes how various forms of
torture — such as forced
displacement, mass kill-
ings, deprivation, among
others — have “become in-
tegral to the “domination
of and punishment” inflict-
ed on men, women and
children”.

Responding to how she

views India’s legal and mo-
ral responsibility by asso-
ciating with Israel and its
war, Ms. Albanese said that
while India is “violating its
obligations™ under Inter-
national law, it might also
be “facing responsibility™.

“In an ideal world, if
there was a court that was
capable of dealing with all
member states who have
violated the law to support
Israel causing harm to the
Palestinians, probably the
Indian government would
face this court as well,” Ms.
Albanese said.

During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's state visit
to Israel in February, he
spoke to the Knesset hail-
ing India‘s cultural, politi-
cal and military relation-
ship with Israel. He

described Israel as the
“fatherland” of Indian-ori-
gin Jews, while the visit al-
so brought upgraded ties
sealed with a *Special Stra-
tegic Partnership’. Within
days, the U.S. and Israel in-
itiated a war against lran.

According to the report,
Israeli authorities have ar-
rested more than 18,500
Palestinians since October
2023, which include at
least 1,500 children. As of
February 26, Israel still
holds 9,245 Palestinians in
various detention facilities,
many of them held without
trial.

On March 30, the Knes-
set passed a death-penalty
law, which according to
critics, targets only Palesti-
nians prisoners.

Ms. Albanese stated that

Israel’s National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir -
who pushed for the law -
was the face of the policy
which has institutionalised
torture.

“What Mr. Ben-Gvir has
done is simply to institu-
tionalise and to make legal
what until some years or
decades ago was believed
to be exceptionally inci-
dental. Torture is not inci-
dental. It is central to a
broader system of violence
aiming to destroy the Pal-
estinians as  individuals
and as a people, as body
and mind, as capacity to
exist in the future, and
even to have a decent me-
mory of their past,” Ms. Al-
banese said.

(The author is an indepen-
dent journalist)



* Key Terms and Explanations

* UN Special Rapporteur: Independent experts appointed by the UN Human Rights Council to report on specific country situations or thematic
issues. They are not UN staff and serve in a personal capacity.

* International Humanitarian Law (IHL): A set of rules that seek to limit the effects of armed conflict for humanitarian reasons. It protects persons
who are not or are no longer participating in hostilities.

* Genocide Convention (1948): An international treaty that codifies the crime of genocide and obligates state parties to prevent and punish it.
* Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT): Territories (West Bank, Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem) held under Israeli military control since 1967.

» Strategic Partnership: A high-level formal relationship between two countries involving deep cooperation in defense, intelligence, and economy,
transcending routine diplomatic ties.

* Administrative Detention: Arrest and detention of individuals by the state without trial or charge, often justified on security grounds.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* Core Thesis

* The central argument posits that India, by maintaining and upgrading its strategic and military ties with Israel during allegations of "systematic
torture and genocide," may be failing its obligations under international law to prevent such acts.

* Key Points

* |nstitutionalization of Torture: The report argues that torture is not incidental but a central tool used by Israeli authorities for the domination
and punishment of Palestinians.

* Legal Responsibility of Third Parties: International law dictates that states must not only refrain from committing illegal acts but also ens
they do not aid or assist other states in committing them.

* India’s Dual Position: India has traditionally supported a two-state solution while simultaneously elevating its relationship with
"Special Strategic Partnership."

* Legislative Shifts: The introduction of specific laws, such as the death penalty targeting specific groups, is cited as eviden stitutional
shift toward state-sanctioned violence.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1948: India’s nationalist leaders (including Mahatma Gandhi) expressed sympathy for the Jewish plight but opposed the creation of a
religious state in Palestine.

e 1950-1992: India recognized Israel in 1950 but maintained cold relations, championing the Palestinian cause in the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM).

e 1992 Normalization: Under PV Narasimha Rao, India established full diplomatic ties, driven by the end of the Cold War and security needs.

* 2014-Present (De-hyphenation): India moved toward "de-hyphenating" its ties, treating the relationship with Israel and Palestine as
independent of each other.

* The 2023-24 Shift: The intensification of the conflict has put India's "de-hyphenation" policy under severe stress, as international legal bodies
increase scrutiny on the humanitarian situation in Gaza.

* Way Forward
* Review of Dual-Use Exports: Strengthening domestic regulations on the export of military or dual-use goods to conflict zones.

* Active Diplomacy: Using the "Special Strategic Partnership" to advocate for a ceasefire and humanitarian access, leveraging India's unique
position as a friend to both sides.

* Multilateral Engagement: Reasserting India's commitment to a two-state solution within the UN framework to maintain its leadership in the
Global South.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* 2023 (GS 2): "The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger US-Europe strategic as well as military partnership has happened as a
result of the Russia-Ukraine war. What is its impact on India?" (Similar theme of balancing partnerships).

« 2018 (GS 2): "India’s relations with Israel have, of late, acquired a depth and diversity, which cannot be rolled back." Discuss.

e 2014 (GS 2): "With respect to the South China Sea, maritime territorial disputes and rising tensions... What is the implication of these for India?"
(Focus on International Law).
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