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• Key Terms and Explanations

• Article 356 (President’s Rule): Provisions for the "breakdown of constitutional machinery" in a state. If a state government 
cannot function according to the Constitution, the Union can take direct control.

• Example: If a state refuses to comply with Union directions or if there is a total collapse of law and order.

• Article 131 (Original Jurisdiction): A provision where the Supreme Court hears disputes directly between the Government of 
India and one or more States. It's the "federal court" role of the SC.

• Article 32 (Constitutional Remedies): Known as the "heart and soul" of the Constitution, it allows individuals (and sometimes 
entities) to move the SC for the enforcement of Fundamental Rights.

• Locus Standi: The right or capacity to bring an action or to appear in a court. Here, the ED is arguing it has the "standing" to 
protect its officers' rights.

• Rule of Law: The principle that all people and institutions are subject to and accountable to law that is fairly applied and 
enforced.

• Directorate of Enforcement (ED): A specialized financial investigation agency under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of 
Finance, enforcing the PMLA (Prevention of Money Laundering Act).

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The ED’s Stance (The Petitioner)

• Pattern of Obstruction: The ED alleges a systematic attempt by the state machinery to hinder federal investigations, citing past 
instances like the 2019 CBI siege.

• Protection of Officials: The agency argues that state-registered FIRs against federal officers are "orchestrated" to intimidate 
them, violating their fundamental rights under Article 14 (Equality before law).

• Non-Federal Dispute: The Solicitor General argued this is a "law and order" issue involving individual rights, not a structural 
"State vs. Union" dispute that would require Article 131.

• The State’s Stance (The Respondent)

• Procedural Impropriety: The State argues the ED is an arm of the Centre. Therefore, any dispute should be a formal suit under 
Article 131, not a writ petition under Article 32.

• Federal Autonomy: The state maintains that "Law and Order" is a State List subject (Entry 2, List II), and central agencies cannot 
"barge" into premises without following due process or state cooperation.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: The Government of India Act, 1935, established a federal structure but kept heavy "discretionary powers" with the Governor, a
precursor to Article 356.

• The S.R. Bommai Landmark (1994): The SC curtailed the arbitrary use of Article 356, stating that "breakdown of constitutional machinery" is subject to 
judicial review.

• Post-2014 Shift: There has been an increased frequency of friction between the Centre and states (West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu) regarding the
jurisdiction of the CBI and ED. Several states have withdrawn "General Consent" for CBI investigations, leading to legal standoffs.

• Way Forward

• Statutory Status for CBI/ED: Moving beyond the DSPE Act to a modern, constitutionally backed act that defines jurisdiction clearly.

• Inter-State Council: Reviving the council under Article 263 to discuss these jurisdictional overlaps before they reach the courts.

• Judicial Guidelines: The SC should lay down a "SOP for Federal Investigation" in non-consenting states to prevent physical face-offs between agencies.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• Mains (2017, GS2): "The local self-government system in India has not proved to be an effective instrument of governance." (Theme: Federalism levels).

• Mains (2013, GS2): Discuss the powers of the Supreme Court under Article 131.

• Prelims (2022): Question on the jurisdiction of the ED and the PMLA.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• IAFS (India-Africa Forum Summit): The primary official platform for African-Indian relations, held every few years. It operates on a multi-tiered engagement level: 
regional, pan-African, and bilateral.

• Viksit Bharat 2047 & Agenda 2063: * Viksit Bharat: India’s vision to become a developed nation by the 100th year of its independence.

• Agenda 2063: The African Union’s (AU) strategic framework for the socio-economic transformation of the continent over 50 years.

• Living Bridge: A term used to describe the 3-million-strong Indian diaspora in Africa that facilitates cultural, economic, and social exchange.

• South-South Cooperation: A technical term for the exchange of resources, technology, and knowledge between developing countries in the "Global South."

• Force Majeure: A legal clause in contracts that frees both parties from liability or obligation when an extraordinary event or circumstance beyond their control (like 
a war) occurs.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• A. The "Stability" Thesis

• The core argument is that the India-Africa partnership acts as a counterweight to global volatility. In a world of shifting alliances and regional wars (e.g., the 2026 
Iran conflict), this relationship offers reliability and solidarity.

• B. Shift in Resource Diplomacy

• India is strategically decoupling its energy and fertilizer security from the volatile Gulf region.

• Energy: Seeking alternative suppliers due to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

• Fertilizers: Shifting focus to the Maghreb region (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia) to ensure agricultural productivity ahead of the monsoon, reducing reliance on Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia.

• C. Capacity Building & Institutional Presence

• The relationship is moving beyond mere trade to institutional integration.

• Diplomatic Expansion: Increasing missions from 29 to 46 shows a commitment to "every region" of the continent.

• Education as Soft Power: Institutions like IIT Zanzibar and NFSU Uganda create a "people-centric" model of development.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: Shared experience of colonialism; Mahatma Gandhi’s formative years in South Africa; India’s support for decolonization.

• Nehruvian Era (1950s-60s): NAM (Non-Aligned Movement) and the Bandung Conference (1955) solidified political solidarity.

• Post-Liberalization (1990s): Shift toward economic engagement; launch of the ITEC (Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation) program.

• IAFS Era (2008–Present):

• IAFS-I (2008): Formalized the summit structure.

• IAFS-III (2015): Attended by all 54 African nations.

• 2023: India successfully championed the African Union's entry into the G20.

• 2026: Focus on IAFS-IV under the theme "Enduring Partnership — Shared Vision.“

• Way Forward

• Financial Innovation: Establish an "India-Africa Development Bank" or enhance Exim Bank lines of credit to compete with global financing.

• Deepen Security Ties: Expand maritime cooperation in the Western Indian Ocean (SAGAR vision).

• Supply Chain Resilience: Finalize long-term fertilizer and LNG contracts with North and West African nations immediately to mitigate the 2026 Gulf 
crisis.

• Soft Power 2.0: Use the "living bridge" (diaspora) more effectively in Track-II diplomacy.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2023 (GS-2): "The expansion of the G20 to include the African Union is a significant step towards global inclusivity. Discuss."

• UPSC 2016 (GS-2): "How does the India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) strengthen India's position in the Global South?"

• UPSC 2021 (Prelims): Questions on the International Solar Alliance (where many African nations are members).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Strategic Partnership: A high-level bilateral agreement where two nations commit to long-term cooperation across security, defense, and 
economic sectors. It signifies that the relationship is no longer just transactional but based on shared regional goals.

• Joint Defence Committee (JDC): An institutional mechanism where senior defense officials from two countries meet regularly to plan 
military cooperation, review past goals, and sign future "road maps."

• Co-development and Co-production: Moving beyond a buyer-seller relationship. Instead of India just selling equipment to Egypt, both 
nations would design (co-develop) and manufacture (co-produce) military hardware together.

• Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR): An Indian initiative based in Gurugram that acts as a hub for maritime data. It 
tracks merchant shipping and threats like piracy across the Indian Ocean to enhance "Maritime Domain Awareness."

• Freedom of Navigation: The principle of international law that ships (civilian and military) should have the right to navigate international 
waters without interference, provided they follow international treaties.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis of the current engagement is the transition of India-Egypt ties from traditional diplomatic friendship to a robust defense-
industrial alliance.

• Institutionalization of Ties: The 11th JDC meeting serves as the operational engine for the 2023 Strategic Partnership, ensuring that high-
level political promises translate into ground-level military action.

• Defense Industry as the New Pillar: India is positioning itself as a "provider" rather than just a "partner." With production hitting $20 
billion, India is leveraging its manufacturing prowess to offer Egypt alternatives to Western or Russian hardware.

• Maritime Security Synergy: Egypt controls the Suez Canal, and India is the primary security provider in the Indian Ocean. Their "Navy-to-
Navy" talks highlight a shared interest in securing the trade route that connects the Mediterranean to the Indo-Pacific.

• Military Interoperability: By increasing joint exercises (like Ex Cyclone or Ex Bright Star) and training exchanges, the two militaries are 
ensuring they can work together in crisis scenarios.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Ancient & Medieval Links: Trade routes connected the Indus Valley and Egyptian civilizations. During the medieval era, the Red Sea trade was a vital link for Indian 
textiles and spices.

• The Nehru-Nasser Era (1950s-60s): The "Golden Age." Prime Minister Nehru and President Gamal Abdel Nasser were founding fathers of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM). They stood together during the Suez Crisis (1956).

• The Post-Cold War Drift (1990s-2010s): Relations became somewhat stagnant as India pivoted toward the West and Israel, while Egypt focused on internal stability 
and its alliance with the US.

• The Modern Resurgence (2022-Present):

• 2022: Signing of the MoU on Defence Cooperation.

• 2023: Republic Day (President Sisi as Chief Guest) and the elevation to a Strategic Partnership.

• 2024-2026: Implementation of the defense road map and industry collaboration.

• Way Forward

• Fast-track Tejas and Dhruv Sales: Egypt has shown interest in the LCA Tejas and Dhruv helicopters. Finalizing these deals would provide the "anchor" for the 
defense partnership.

• Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZONE): India should link its defense manufacturing to the special economic zones in Egypt to facilitate easier exports to Africa and
Europe.

• Regularize "Cyclone" Exercises: Make joint special forces exercises an annual, permanent feature to build deep tactical bonds.

• Space Cooperation: Since Egypt recently launched its space agency, India’s ISRO could be a natural partner, adding a "high-tech" layer to the defense relationship.

• Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC/APSC)

• UPSC 2023 (GS 2): "The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger US-Europe strategic as well as military alliance have been beneficial to India." 
(Analyze in context of India’s push for strategic autonomy with partners like Egypt).

• UPSC 2017 (GS 2): "India’s maritime security is being challenged by various factors. Discuss the role of international cooperation in this regard."

• UPSC 2015 (GS 2): "Discuss the pillars of India’s 'Act West' policy."

• UPSC 2020 (GS 2): "The critical determinants of India-Africa relations in the 21st century." (Egypt is the gateway to Africa).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Denotified Tribes (DNTs): These are communities that were notified as "born criminals" under the 
British-era Criminal Tribes Act, 1871. Post-independence, they were "denotified" in 1952.

• Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes: Communities that do not have a fixed habitation. Nomadic 
tribes move year-round, while semi-nomadic ones return to a fixed base for a part of the year.

• Criminal Tribes Act (CTA), 1871: A colonial law that labeled entire communities as "habitual 
criminals," requiring them to register with local police and restricting their movement.

• PMAY-G (Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin): A flagship central scheme aimed at providing 
"Housing for All" in rural areas. For DNTs, access is often blocked by a lack of land titles or identity 
proof.

• Community Certificates: Official documents (SC/ST/OBC) that act as a "passport" to affirmative 
action. Without these, the constitutional promise of reservation and welfare remains inaccessible.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core discourse revolves around the implementation gap between Central intent and State 
execution.

• Administrative Inertia: Despite a decade of advisories from the Union Government, only seven 
States are actively issuing DNT certificates. This creates a "documentation trap" where the lack of an ID 
prevents the acquisition of welfare.

• The Inclusion Dilemma: Most DNTs are subsumed under SC, ST, or OBC categories. However, they 
are often crowded out by more dominant or settled groups within those categories, leading to intra-
group inequality.

• Data Deficiency: There is a lack of accurate, scientific population data. Without knowing "how 
many" and "where," resource allocation remains guesswork.

• State vs. Centre Friction: The Union Ministry provides the framework (like PMAY-G), but the States 
fail to provide the beneficiary lists, resulting in a breakdown of the federal delivery mechanism.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1871: These tribes were often traditional traders, entertainers, or pastoralists whose mobile lifestyle was viewed with suspicion by the sedentary colonial 
administration.

• 1871–1947 (The Stigma Era): The enactment of the CTA institutionalized social exclusion. Being born into these tribes carried an inherent legal "taint" of 
criminality.

• 1952 (The Repeal): Based on the Ayyangar Committee recommendations, the CTA was repealed. However, it was often replaced by Habitual Offenders Acts in 
various states, which effectively continued the surveillance under a different name.

• 2006 & 2014 (Commissions): The Renke Commission (2008) and the Idate Commission (2014) were established to identify these tribes and suggest welfare 
measures.

• 2019 (Development and Welfare Board): The Government of India constituted the DWBDNCs (Development and Welfare Board for Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Communities) to oversee implementation.

• Present (2025-27): The focus has shifted toward enumeration in the 2027 Census and integrating DNTs into the digital welfare ecosystem.

• Way Forward

• Mission-Mode Certification: A time-bound drive by State District Collectors to issue community certificates.

• Portable Welfare: Benefits like PDS (Ration) and healthcare must be made "location-neutral" (One Nation One Ration Card style) to suit nomadic lifestyles.

• Sensitization of Police: Mandatory training modules in Police Academies to erase the colonial mindset regarding "criminal tribes."

• Sub-categorization: Exploring the Rohini Commission style sub-categorization within OBCs to ensure DNTs get a guaranteed share of the quota.

• All Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC Mains

• 2023 (GS 2): "The local state in India has not been able to distribute the benefits of development to the most vulnerable sections." (Analyze in context of DNTs).

• 2018 (GS 2): "Whether the National Commission for Scheduled Castes can settle the problems of the Denotified Tribes?"

• 2016 (GS 1): "Why are the tribals in India referred to as 'Scheduled Tribes'? Indicate the major provisions enshrined in the Constitution of India for their 
upliftment."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Pathogen Access and Benefit-Sharing (PABS): A proposed framework where countries share biological samples (like virus strains) in exchange for guaranteed 
benefits (like vaccines). Example: Country A shares a new flu strain; in return, it gets 10% of the resulting vaccines for free.

• VTDs (Vaccines, Therapeutics, and Diagnostics): The "holy trinity" of medical countermeasures needed to fight an outbreak.

• Vaccine Apartheid: A term used to describe the predatory inequality where wealthy nations hoard life-saving doses while poor nations are left with nothing.

• LMICs (Low- and Middle-Income Countries): Nations with lower GNI per capita, often located in the Global South, where biodiversity is high but pharmaceutical 
infrastructure is often developing.

• PHEIC (Public Health Emergency of International Concern): A formal declaration by the WHO of an extraordinary event that constitutes a public health risk to 
other States through international spread.

• Genomic Data/Sequence Sharing: Sharing the "genetic blueprint" of a virus digitally so scientists globally can study it without needing the physical sample.

• TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights): A WTO agreement that protects pharmaceutical patents. This is often the "bone of contention" in 
global health equity.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Core Thesis

• The central argument is that the current global health system operates on a "parasitic" model: LMICs provide the raw materials (pathogens) and human subjects 
for clinical trials, but high-income countries (HICs) and private pharma companies monopolize the finished products.

• Key Points & Supporting Evidence

• The Inequity of Risk vs. Reward: Pathogens emerge largely in the Global South due to biodiversity and land-use changes. These countries share data out of "global 
duty," but receive no legal guarantee of the cure.

• Failure of Voluntary Mechanisms: The article points out that during COVID-19, initiatives like COVAX and C-TAP failed because they relied on "goodwill" rather 
than binding law.

• Economic Impact: Beyond the 1.3 million preventable deaths mentioned, the lack of equity led to a $28 trillion global economic loss. This suggests that equity is 
not just a moral choice but an economic necessity.

• Counterarguments (The Developed World's View)

• Innovation Logic: Developed nations and the EU argue that mandatory technology transfers and IP waiving will "stifle innovation" by removing the profit motive 
for R&D.

• Bureaucratic Hurdles: They argue that "data traceability" (tracking who uses which sequence) adds layers of red tape that could slow down scientific response 
during a fast-moving pandemic.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-2000s (Ad-hoc Sharing): Pathogen sharing was largely informal, based on scientific camaraderie, often 
benefiting Western labs without acknowledgment of the source country.

• The 2007 H5N1 Crisis: Indonesia famously refused to share bird flu samples with the WHO, arguing that their 
samples were being used by Western companies to make vaccines that Indonesia could not afford. This was the "birth" 
of the equity debate.

• The 2011 PIP Framework: The Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework was established. It was the first 
"access and benefit-sharing" tool, but it only applied to influenza, not other pathogens like Ebola or Coronaviruses.

• 2020-2023 (COVID-19 Pandemic): The systemic failure of the TRIPS waiver and the rise of "vaccine nationalism" 
catalyzed the demand for a permanent, legally binding Pandemic Treaty.

• May 2025: Adoption of the World Pandemic Agreement, but notably leaving the "PABS Annex" (the actual 
enforcement mechanism) empty due to lack of consensus.

• Way Forward

• Grand Bargain: LMICs should offer faster, more transparent data sharing in exchange for "legally triggered" access 
to vaccines.

• Decentralized Manufacturing: Instead of just sharing finished doses, HICs should fund mRNA hubs in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America to ensure regional self-reliance.

• Delinking R&D Costs: Move toward a model where governments fund the "base research" so that the final product 
doesn't need high patent protections to recoup costs.

• Dispute Resolution: Establish an independent tribunal under the WPA to adjudicate cases where countries or 
companies fail to share benefits.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• Mains (GS 2, 2020): "Critically examine the role of WHO in providing health security during the COVID-19 
pandemic."

• Mains (GS 3, 2014): "What do you understand by the term ‘Biopiracy’? How can it be prevented?"

• Mains (GS 4, 2021): "The current pandemic has exposed the cracks in global solidarity. Discuss the ethical issues 
involved in vaccine distribution."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Decibel (dB): A logarithmic unit used to measure sound intensity. A 10 dB increase represents a tenfold increase in sound intensity.

• Silence Zones: Areas within 100 meters around hospitals, educational institutions, and courts where noise-producing activities are strictly regulated.

• Cold Spark Technology: A pyrotechnic system that uses metal alloys (Titanium/Zirconium) to create sparks via friction/heating rather than explosive 
combustion.

• Activation Energy: The minimum energy required to initiate a chemical reaction. In cold sparkulars, a heater provides this to the alloy powder.

• Exothermic Reaction: A chemical reaction that releases energy through light or heat. Traditional fireworks are highly exothermic (1,200°C), whereas 
cold sparks are moderately so (60-100°C).

• Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU): Specialized hospital units for newborns. High decibel levels here are linked to developmental issues in infants.

• RTI (Right to Information): A legal tool for citizens to seek information from public authorities, used here to uncover noise level data.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Crisis of Tradition

• The core thesis posits that traditional high-decibel fireworks at festivals like Thrissur Pooram have become a public health and animal welfare hazard.

• Animal Cruelty: Captive elephants like Uttoly Raman experience sensory overload, leading to "running amok," which endangers the public.

• Health Violations: Noise levels (122.4 dB) nearly reach the legal limit (125 dB) but drastically exceed the recommended limits for "Silence Zones" (40-
50 dB).

• Vulnerability of Infrastructure: Hospitals near festival grounds lack soundproofing, exposing vulnerable patients and neonates to trauma.

• The Technological Solution

• The article advocates for a shift from Combustive Pyrotechnics to Cold Sparkulars.

• Safety: Reduction in temperature from 1,200°C to under 100°C eliminates fire risks.

• Visual Equivalence: Offers similar aesthetic "sparkler" effects without the explosive report or heavy smoke.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: Traditional use of native crackers and elephant parades in temple festivals; noise was localized and less "industrial."

• 1981: Passage of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, which later included noise as a pollutant.

• 2000: The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules were established, defining ambient air quality standards for different zones.

• 2005: Supreme Court of India banned firecrackers between 10 PM and 6 AM, citing the Right to Life (Article 21).

• 2016: The Puttingal Temple fire tragedy in Kerala (100+ deaths) catalyzed the demand for stricter fireworks management.

• 2018-Present: SC pushes for "Green Crackers"; emergence of cold spark technology as a "noiseless" alternative.

• Way Forward

• Policy Mandate: Kerala State should mandate soundproofing for hospitals in "Festival Zones" as a part of building codes.

• R&D Subsidies: Provide incentives for Indian startups to manufacture nano-powders and sparkular machines to bring down costs.

• Community Engagement: Sensitize temple boards to the welfare of temple elephants; perhaps moving toward robotic/mechanical 
elephants (as seen in some Kerala temples).

• Zoning Enforcement: Strict "No-Bursting" corridors within 100-200m of NICUs and ICUs, regardless of the festival's scale.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• GS III (2023): "Damages caused by noise pollution and the measures to control it."

• GS IV (2014): "Environmental ethics vs. Economic development."

• GS I (2018): "The impact of globalization on Indian culture." (Relevant to the shift from local to Chinese-made tech).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Composite Backwardness Index (CBI): A multidimensional metric used to quantify disadvantage. Unlike a single-variable measure (like income), it aggregates 
scores across education, occupation, living conditions, and social integration.

• Example: A household might have a moderate income but score high on CBI due to poor housing quality, lack of ancestral land, and low educational 
attainment.

• Cross-Sectional Census-Scale Enumeration: A study that captures a "snapshot" of a massive population at a specific point in time, aiming for near-total 
coverage rather than a small sample.

• Heterogeneity within Categories: The existence of diverse sub-groups within broad administrative labels (like SC, ST, or BC).

• Example: Within "Backward Classes," some castes might be economically stable and urbanized, while others remain as marginalized as Scheduled 
Castes.

• Occupational Segmentation: A systemic trend where certain castes are "locked" into specific types of labor (often low-wage or informal), preventing upward
social mobility across generations.

• Multidimensional Poverty/Backwardness: The idea that poverty is not just a lack of money, but a lack of access to healthcare, education, clean water, and 
political representation.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Core Thesis

• The central argument is that caste-based disadvantage is structural and exponential, rather than incremental. Income alone fails to capture the depth of 
marginalization because the "gap" between privileged and underprivileged castes is rooted in historical exclusion across systems—not just the bank balance.

• Key Points & Evidence

• The Chasm of Scores: The CBI reveals a 3:1 ratio in backwardness between SC communities (scoring ~96/100) and General Castes (~31/100).

• The Fallacy of the Monolith: 67% of the population scores above the state average for backwardness, but the intensity varies wildly. This suggests that 
"General BC" policies are too blunt to be effective.

• Urbanization is not a Panacea: Urban growth disproportionately benefits upper castes. Marginalized groups often move from rural poverty to urban "informal 
settlements," maintaining the same relative gap.

• Education as the Weakest Link: The report identifies that "enrolment" is a hollow victory if the quality of government schools in marginalized areas remains
low.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: The 1931 Census was the last to comprehensively record caste data. The colonial British administration used "Depressed Classes" as a 
category, leading to the Poona Pact (1932) and the eventual creation of the SC/ST schedules.

• Post-Independence (1950s): The Constitution of India abolished untouchability (Art. 17) and introduced reservations. However, the focus remained on 
identifying "backwardness" through commissions like Kaka Kalelkar.

• The Mandal Era (1990s): The Mandal Commission shifted the focus toward "Other Backward Classes" (OBCs), identifying them based on socio-
educational criteria.

• The "Income-Only" Shift (2010s-2020s): The introduction of the EWS (Economically Weaker Sections) quota signaled a policy shift toward using income 
as the primary proxy for disadvantage.

• The Modern Data Revival (2023-Present): Recent state-led caste surveys (Bihar, Telangana) represent a move back toward granular, data-driven caste 
mapping to challenge the "creamy layer" and "income-only" narratives.

• Way Forward

• From Enrolment to Excellence: Shift the focus from 100% school enrolment to the quality of pedagogy in government schools.

• Granular Policy (Sub-categorization): Use the CBI to identify "the most backward" within the BC/SC categories for priority resource allocation.

• Urban Planning for Equity: Move beyond "slum redevelopment" to inclusive urban planning that prevents the ghettoization of marginalized castes.

• Regular Data Audits: Establish a permanent Social Justice Commission to update this data every decade, similar to the Census.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions 

• Mains (2023, GS2): "The formalizing of a sub-categorization of OBCs will provide more equitable distribution of benefits." Discuss.

• Mains (2020, GS1): "Has caste lost its relevance in understanding the multi-cultural Indian Society? Elaborate."

• Mains (2018, GS2): "Appropriate local community-level healthcare intervention is a prerequisite to achieve 'Health for All' in India." (Can be adapted for 
Education/Caste).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Tiangong Space Station: China’s permanently inhabited space station in Low Earth Orbit (LEO). Unlike the International Space Station (ISS), which is a 
multilateral project, Tiangong is indigenously built and operated by China.

• Payload Specialist: A crew member responsible for managing specific scientific equipment or experiments rather than piloting the spacecraft.

• Wolf Amendment (2011): A U.S. legislative provision that prohibits NASA from using government funds to engage in bilateral cooperation with the Chinese 
government or any Chinese-affiliated organizations without explicit congressional authorization.

• SUPARCO: The Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission, Pakistan’s national space agency, established in 1961.

• Microgravity: A state of "weightlessness" where gravity's effects are greatly reduced, allowing for unique experiments in fluid physics and biotechnology.

• Xuntian Space Telescope: China’s upcoming optical space observatory, designed to co-orbit with Tiangong. It has a field of view 300 times larger than the 
Hubble Space Telescope.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Core Thesis

• China is leveraging its space capabilities to build a parallel international coalition, offering "access to the stars" to nations traditionally excluded or sidelined 
by Western-led space programs.

• Key Points

• Strategic Symbolism: By training Muhammad Zeeshan Ali and Khurram Daud, China is positioning itself as a leader of the "Global South" in space technology.

• Exclusion as a Catalyst: The article argues that U.S. exclusion of China from the ISS (via the Wolf Amendment) inadvertently accelerated China’s drive for self-
reliance and its desire to create its own space ecosystem.

• Scientific Utility: The mission is not merely symbolic; it involves high-level research in materials science and life sciences, contributing to the global scientific 
body of knowledge.

• Regional Optics: The mission timeline suggests a Pakistani astronaut may reach orbit before India’s indigenous 'Gaganyaan' mission, potentially shifting the 
prestige dynamics in South Asia.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1961: Pakistan establishes SUPARCO (pre-dating ISRO by 8 years).

• 1990s-2000s: China begins the "Shenzhou" program for manned spaceflight.

• 2011: The Wolf Amendment is passed in the U.S., effectively barring China from the 
ISS.

• 2015: ESA and China sign a cooperation agreement, which later stalls due to 
geopolitical and budgetary shifts.

• 2021-2022: Tiangong’s core modules are launched, and the station becomes fully 
operational.

• 2024: Pakistan’s ICUBE-Qamar (lunar satellite) is launched as part of China’s Chang’e-6 
mission.

• 2026 (April): Official selection of the first batch of foreign astronauts (Pakistanis) for 
Tiangong.

• Way Forward
• For India: Accelerate the 'Gaganyaan' mission to maintain regional technological parity 
and expand the 'Artemis' partnership to ensure diversified space alliances.
• For Global Space Governance: The UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) must 
play a larger role in ensuring that space stations remain "global commons," preventing a 
Cold War-style division of LEO.
• For Pakistan: Focus on "indigenization" within the partnership to ensure that technical 
skills are transferred back to SUPARCO.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
• GS-3 (2022): Discuss India’s achievements in the field of Space Science and Technology. 
How has the application of this technology helped India in its socio-economic 
development?
• GS-2 (2017): 'China is using its economic relations and positive trade surplus as tools 
to develop strategic hold in South Asia.' Discuss.
• Prelims (2016): Which of the following is/are the aim/aims of the 'Digital India' Plan of 
the Government of India? (Relevant to satellite-based connectivity).









• Key Terms and Explanations

• Online Gaming Authority of India (OGAI): The newly established sectoral regulator under the 
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). It acts as the "referee" for the industry.

• Real-Money Gaming (RMG): Games where users deposit money to win prizes based on stakes. 
Under the new rules, these are largely prohibited if they fall under "wagering."

• Esports: Organized competitive gaming involving physical dexterity and strategy. Unlike casual 
gaming, these are recognized as a distinct category requiring specific registration.

• Regulatory Arbitrage: The practice of companies taking advantage of loopholes or differences in 
laws between different states. A national framework aims to eliminate this.

• Data Localization: The requirement to store and process data within the physical borders of 
India to ensure national security and judicial access.

• Grievance Redressal: A structured system (here, two-tiered) for users to lodge complaints 
against platforms and receive timely resolutions.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis is that centralized regulation is necessary to sanitize a "Wild West" industry
while protecting the burgeoning esports ecosystem.

• End of Ambiguity: By creating the OGAI, the government is moving away from the "skill vs. 
chance" debate that has clogged courts for decades.

• Strategic Distinction: The framework separates "social games" (low risk) from "esports" (high 
skill) and "money games" (high risk), allowing for tailored oversight rather than a one-size-fits-all 
ban.

• Financial Gatekeeping: By involving banks and payment gateways as enforcement tools, the 
government creates a "choke point" to prevent illegal gambling transactions.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: The Public Gambling Act of 1867 prohibited most forms of gambling, a law 
that became the foundation for state-level regulations post-1947.

• Post-Liberalization (1990s-2010s): The rise of the internet led to the first wave of "casual" 
gaming. Courts began distinguishing between games of "mere skill" and "mere chance."

• The Startup Boom (2015-2023): Platforms like Dream11 and MPL saw exponential growth. 
States like Karnataka and Tamil Nadu attempted bans, which were often struck down by High Courts 
for being "excessive."

• 2026 Milestone: The transition from state-led "prohibition" to Centre-led "regulation and 
compliance.“

• Way Forward

• Technological Sandbox: Create a "test environment" for new games to be evaluated before full-
scale launch.

• Public Awareness: Regulatory rules are useless if users don't know about grievance redressal.

• International Cooperation: Partner with INTERPOL or foreign regulators to crack down on illegal 
offshore gambling sites.

• Clarity on GST: Pair these rules with a stable tax regime (avoiding 28% GST on full face value) to 
ensure the industry remains viable.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• Mains (2019, GS3): "What is the Cyber-Physical System? How is it expected to change the life of 
people?" (Related to gaming/AI).

• Mains (2021, GS2): "The jurisdiction of the Central Government and State Governments in the 
context of the Seventh Schedule." (Directly relevant to gaming laws).

• Prelims (2022): Questions on "Data protection and Privacy."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Enriched Uranium: Uranium in which the proportion of the isotope $U^{235}$ has 
been increased. At 3–5%, it is used for nuclear power; at 90%, it is weapons-grade.

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of 
Oman. It is the world’s most important oil transit passage.

• Nuclear Dust: A term used to describe nuclear material rendered unusable or 
dispersed due to kinetic action (bombing), complicating verification and 
cleanup.

• JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action): The 2015 "Iran Nuclear Deal" which 
traded sanctions relief for limits on Iran's nuclear program.

• Strategic Autonomy: A state’s ability to pursue its national interests and adopt a 
preferred foreign policy without being constrained by other states. This is a pillar of 
Indian diplomacy.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The core thesis posits that while a ceasefire exists, it is fragile. A permanent 
solution requires a "face-saving exit" for both Washington and Tehran.
• The Nuclear Standoff: The US demands a return to strict enrichment limits and the 
handover of existing stockpiles (approx. 440 kg of 60% enriched uranium). Iran views 
enrichment as a matter of national sovereignty and "pride."
• The Strait of Hormuz as Leverage: Iran uses the closure of the Strait as its primary 
economic weapon, reducing vessel traffic from 440 to 150 daily, which impacts global 
energy prices.
• Internal Iranian Dynamics: The transition of power to Supreme Leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei and the rise of hardliners (like Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf) suggest a more 
rigid Iranian stance, though "moderates" like Pezeshkian still exist as potential 
channels for dialogue.
• The Mediation Factor: Pakistan has emerged as an unexpected mediator, creating a 
"JD Vance-Ghalibaf" channel, which complicates India’s traditional role in the region.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1953 Iranian Coup: The US-backed overthrow of the democratically elected PM Mossadegh seeded long-term Iranian distrust.

• 1979 Islamic Revolution: The shift from a pro-West monarchy to an anti-Western theocracy.

• 2015 JCPOA: A high point of diplomacy under the Obama administration.

• 2018 US Withdrawal: The Trump administration’s "Maximum Pressure" campaign and withdrawal from the JCPOA led to the current 
escalatory cycle.

• 2024–2026 Conflict: Recent kinetic exchanges and the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz have pushed the region to the brink of total war.

• Way Forward

• Phased De-escalation: "Action for Action" approach. The US releases frozen assets (approx. $100 billion) in exchange for Iran capping 
enrichment at 20%.

• Maritime Neutrality: Reopening the Strait of Hormuz under a neutral international observer force, perhaps involving "middle powers" like 
India and Brazil.

• India’s Re-engagement: India must move beyond "discomfort" over Pakistan’s role and leverage its own "Strategic Autonomy" to talk directly 
to the new Iranian leadership.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2017 (GS2): "The project 'Mausam' is considered to be India's answer to China’s 'One Belt One Road'. Do you agree?" (Theme: Regional 
influence).

• UPSC 2020 (GS2): "Critically examine the role of WHO in providing strategic direction during the COVID-19 pandemic." (Theme: Effectiveness 
of International Bodies like IAEA/UN).

• UPSC 2018 (GS2): "In what ways would the ongoing US-Iran nuclear pact controversy affect India’s national interest?"







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf. It is the world's most important oil transit 
chokepoint.

• Example: If closed, global oil prices would skyrocket, crippling energy-dependent economies like Pakistan and India.

• Hybrid Regime: A governing system that combines democratic features (like elections) with autocratic ones (like heavy military 
involvement in policy). In Pakistan, this refers to the synergy between the civilian government and the Army HQ.

• IMF Loan Programme: Financial assistance provided by the International Monetary Fund to countries facing balance-of-payments crises, 
usually contingent on strict economic reforms.

• Foreign Currency Reserves: Assets held by a central bank in foreign currencies, used to back liabilities and influence monetary policy.

• Remittances: Money sent by migrants to their home country. For Pakistan, the millions of workers in the Gulf are a primary source of US 
Dollars.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis posits that Pakistan’s mediation is not merely "goodwill" but a survival tactic driven by domestic fragility and the need for 
regional stability.

• Economic Compulsion: Pakistan is heavily reliant on fuel imports via the Strait of Hormuz. A regional war would deplete its thin foreign 
reserves and trigger hyper-inflation.

• The "Goldilocks" Balance for Iran: Pakistan views a defeated Iran as a security risk (border instability) and a victorious, emboldened Iran 
as a threat to its relationship with Saudi Arabia. Mediation seeks a "stable middle."

• Diplomatic Rehabilitation: By positioning itself as a "Board of Peace" member, Pakistan aims to shed its image as a "failed economy" or a 
"sponsor of terror" to attract global investment.

• Counter-argument: Experts warn that being the "middleman" is risky. If the talks fail—especially given the unpredictability of US domestic 
politics—Pakistan could be blamed by either side, leading to further isolation.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1979: Pakistan and Iran were close allies under the US-led Baghdad Pact/CENTO.

• The 1979 Revolution: The Iranian Revolution shifted Iran away from the US orbit, forcing Pakistan into a delicate 
balancing act between its neighbor (Iran) and its benefactor (Saudi Arabia/USA).

• Post-9/11: Pakistan became a key US ally in the War on Terror, often straining ties with Iran over border security 
and sectarian issues.

• 2020s Pivot: Following the US withdrawal from Afghanistan and Pakistan’s deepening economic crisis, Islamabad 
has transitioned toward "Geoeconomics," prioritizing regional stability to facilitate trade and energy pipelines.

• Way Forward

• Institutionalize Diplomacy: Move away from "personality-driven" mediation (Munir/Sharif) to institutional 
diplomatic channels.

• Economic Diversification: Reduce dependence on the Strait of Hormuz by developing alternative energy routes 
(e.g., TAPI pipeline, though difficult).

• India-Pakistan De-hyphenation: For India, the way forward is to monitor if Pakistan’s "peace dividends" lead to a 
more stable neighbor or a more "emboldened" military regime that could return to anti-India activities.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• 2017 (GS-2): "The sphere of 'Soft Power' is becoming more important than 'Hard Power' in international 
relations." (Relates to Pakistan’s image makeover).

• 2020 (GS-2): "The long-sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized nations has 
disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging world order." (Compare this with Pakistan’s attempt to 
find a new role).

• 2019 (GS-2): "The World is now facing the threat of 'New Cold War'." (Context of US-Iran-China-Pakistan 
dynamics).






