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Why women'’s reservation cannot wait any longer
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* Key Terms and Explanations

 Women’s Reservation Bill (Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam): A
legislative proposal to reserve 33% of seats for women in the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies.

* Political Gatekeeping: The process by which political party leadership
(predominantly male) controls who gets "tickets" to contest elections.

* Tokenism: The practice of making only a symbolic effort to be
inclusive to members of minority or underrepresented groups, without
granting actual power.

* Gender Gap in Turnout: The difference between male and female
voter participation rates. In India, this gap has narrowed and, in many
states, reversed.

* Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs): Local self-government bodies
where 33% to 50% reservation for women already exists (via the 73rd
and 74th Amendments). ’

* Descriptive vs. Substantive Representation: Descriptive refers to the
numbers (e.g., 15% women in Parliament), while substantive refers to
whether those representatives actually advocate for women-specific

interests and policies.




* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Core Thesis

* The central argument is that India’s democracy is currently "incomplete." While
women participate aggressively as voters (input), they are excluded from the
legislative process (output). This structural failure necessitates immediate
legislative intervention through the Women's Reservation Bill.

* Supporting Evidence

* The 9% vs. 15% Reality: Women hold only ~9% of seats in State Assemblies and
~15% in Parliament, despite being nearly 50% of the population.

* The Grassroots Success: Evidence from PRIs shows that women leaders
prioritize "life-cycle" issues—water, sanitation, and education—which have higher
developmental returns.

* The "Silent Revolution": Female voter turnout has surged, proving that the
lack of representation is not due to a lack of political interest among women.

* Counter-Arguments Addressed

* Meritocracy: Critics argue quotas dilute merit. However, the current system is
not merit-based but network-based (dynasty, money, and muscle power), which
inherently favors men.

* Voluntary Quotas: Critics suggest parties should do this voluntarily. Historically,
parties have failed to do so despite manifesto promises, proving that mandates
are necessary.




* Historical evolution of the issue
* Pre-Independence and early Independence

* Reformers like Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru and Ambedkar supported women’s public role; some
princely States experimented with limited female participation.

* The Constitution guaranteed universal adult franchise from the outset, giving women equal voting
rights—advanced for its time.

* Post-Independence to 1980s
* Women’s representation in Lok Sabha remained around 4—8% in the first three decades.

* No legislative reservation for women at national or State levels; women’s representation was
confined largely to a few prominent leaders and dynastic politics.

* 73rd and 74th Amendments (early 1990s)

e Constitutional reservation of not less than one-third seats for women in PRIs and urban local
bodies.

* Many States later increased this to 50%, creating a generation of grassroots women leaders.
* Attempts at Parliamentary-level reservation

* 1996, 1998, 1999, 2003: Multiple versions of the WRB introduced but lapsed due to lack of
consensus, demands for sub-quotas, and political resistance.

* 2008: Bill introduced in Rajya Sabha; passed there in 2010 but lapsed with the dissolution of the
15th Lok Sabha in 2014.

* Recent developments
* Civil society and women’s groups kept the demand alive; PlLs were filed seeking implementation.

* 2023: A new Constitutional (128th Amendment) Bill introduced to reserve one-third of seats for
women in Lok Sabha, State Assemblies and Delhi Assembly; passage and implementation linked to
future census and delimitation, sparking debate about “delayed justice.”

* 2024-26: Continued political contestation over timing, delimitation linkage, and opposition—
government dynamics, with at least one attempt failing to secure the required two-thirds majority.
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Ogical ana pnilosopnical base

e A system where half the population has only 10-15% seats in legislatures cannot claim full democratic
legitimacy.

e The argument is anchored in political equality—each citizen’s interests should have an equal chance of being
represented.

¢ Formal equality: Every citizen can contest elections; there is no legal bar on women.

¢ Substantive equality: Recognizes that identical rules in an unequal society reproduce inequality; requires
affirmative action to equalize real opportunities.

\________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________4
e Reservation is seen as rectifying historical and structural discrimination rather than privileging a group.
¢ Philosophically close to Rawlsian “fair equality of opportunity” and Ambedkar’s defence of reservations for
SC/STs as a means to real equality.

Democracy as inclusive self-rule

e Democracy is not just majority rule; it is collective self-rule by all sections.
¢ Excluding women from decision-making violates the principle that those affected by decisions should have a
voice in making them.

Instrumentalist logic (development outcomes)

¢ Female representation is linked with better social sector outcomes—education, health, water, sanitation,
welfare—thus improving human development.
¢ Hence there is both a rights-based and a utilitarian argument for women’s reservation.

Critique of “merit” rhetoric

¢ The idea that reservation erodes merit ignores how merit is socially constructed, and how existing systems
are already biased by money, lineage, and networks.
¢ Philosophically, it challenges the myth of a neutral, level playing field.




* Multidimensional analysis
* Social dimension

Enhances gender equality, role-model effects, and challenges patriarchal norms.
Can improve attention to social issues that disproportionately impact women and children—nutrition, health, education, violence, water, sanitation.
Political dimension
Deepens democracy by making legislatures more representative and inclusive.
Alters intra-party power structures, potentially democratising candidate selection but also generating internal resistance.
May change political discourse, forcing parties to engage more seriously with gender issues.
Legal dimension
Involves constitutional amendment, interaction with Articles 14-16 and existing reservation provisions.
Raises questions about the appropriate duration and review of affirmative action.
Could spur broader reforms—party-level candidate quotas, campaign finance regulation, and anti-defection measures intersecting with gender.
Ethical dimension
Touches upon justice, fairness, and human dignity—whether it is acceptable for half the population to be largely missing from decision-making.
Raises debates between procedural equality (same rules for all) vs substantive equality (correcting historical disadvantages).
International dimension
India currently lags behind the global average of women in national parliaments, and behind many developing countries with quotas.

Implementing WRB would move India closer to global standards and commitments under SDG 5 and CEDAW, affecting its soft power as a champion

of inclusive democracy.

Economic dimension
Gender-inclusive governance is linked with better human capital formation and more inclusive growth.

Policies shaped by women often emphasize social infrastructure, which in turn boosts productivity (e.g., childcare, health).




Linkages with NCERTs
Class 6-8 Social and Political Life (Civics)

* Chapters on “Understanding Diversity”, “Key Elements of a Democratic Government”, “Role of Government in Health”, and “Women
Change the World”.

* They introduce basic ideas of equality, discrimination and citizens’ participation—background for understanding why women'’s
representation matters.

Class 9 Democratic Politics |
* “Democracy in the Contemporary World”, “What is Democracy? Why Democracy?”, “Democratic Rights”.
* Use these to connect the idea of democracy’s principles with the need for inclusive legislatures.
Class 10 Democratic Politics Il
* “Gender, Religion and Caste”, “Working of Institutions”, “Power Sharing”.
* Directly relevant for: identity and inequality, functioning of Parliament and Assemblies, and power-sharing with marginalized groups.
Class 11 Indian Constitution at Work
* “Constitution as a Living Document”, “Elections and Representation”, “Local Governments”.
* Key to understanding constitutional amendments, reservation logic, and lessons from local bodies.
Class 12 Politics in India Since Independence
* “Recent Developments in Indian Politics”, “Challenges of Nation Building”.

* Use these to situate women’s representation as an ongoing challenge in India’s democratic evolution.



* Linkages with UPSC CSE syllabus
* GS Paper | (Society)

” «u

* “Salient features of Indian society”, “Role of women and women’s organisations” and “Population and associated issues”.
* Directly linked to gender relations, patriarchy, and social change.
* @GS Paper Il (Polity and Governance)

n u

* “Indian Constitution—features, amendments, significant provisions”, “Parliament and State Legislatures—structure, functioning and
conduct of business”, and “Representation of people’s Act”.

*  “Issues relating to women, poverty and developmental issues” and “Role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations”.
* WRB debates go straight to the heart of these themes.
* GS Paper lll (Economy and Development)
*  “Inclusive growth and issues arising from it”, “Human resource and demographic dividend”.
* Gender-inclusive governance is a key driver of inclusive growth and human development.
* GS Paper IV (Ethics)
* Topics on “Ethics in public administration”, “Justice”, “Equality”, “Attitude”, “Social influence”.

* WRB is a rich case to discuss justice, equity, stereotypes, and ethical dimensions of affirmative action.



*  Way forward
* Immediate legal and constitutional steps

* Ensure a clear, time-bound path for implementing women’s reservation in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, not just on paper but in the next
few election cycles.

* Build in review and sunset clauses (for example after 15-20 years) subject to parliamentary evaluation to address fears of permanence.
* Party-level reforms

* Mandate that parties field a minimum percentage of women candidates (for example through amendments to election law or incentives in
public funding of parties).

* Introduce internal party democracy and transparent candidate selection to reduce gatekeeping and nepotism.
* Capacity building and institutional support

* National-level training programmes for women aspirants and elected representatives: legislative procedures, policy analysis, media
handling, digital tools, financial literacy.

* Provide institutional support—research staff, creche facilities in legislatures, safe accommodation, and security.
* Social and economic measures

* Strengthen schemes that enhance women’s education, economic independence, and mobility (hostels, safe public transport, digital literacy,
access to credit).

* Address gender-based violence in politics through legal protections and fast-track mechanisms for complaints.

* Design safeguards against tokenism

* Encourage cross-party women'’s caucuses to build solidarity across party lines on gender issues.

* Promote performance-based evaluation of representatives, showcasing successful women leaders at all levels.

* Data, monitoring and public debate

* Regular public reports on women’s representation at all levels, including party tickets and internal leadership positions.

* Encourage media and civil society to focus on policy contributions of women leaders rather than stereotypes.



* UPSC CSE — Mains

* GSI1-2013: Discuss the status of women’s representation in India’s
political institutions and the need for reservations for women.

* GSI1-2014: “Women empowerment in India needs gender budgeting
along with gender mainstreaming.” Comment.

* GSI1—-2013: Critically evaluate the working of the Panchayati Raj
system with special reference to women’s participation and
empowerment.

* GSI1—-2015: Discuss the importance of local self-government in
democratic governance with reference to reservation for women.

* GSI1-2017: Examine the role of women in local governance in India
in the context of the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments.

* GSII-2018: “Despite increased participation of women in the
electoral process, their representation in legislatures remains low.”
Examine the causes and suggest measures.

* GSI1-2020: Do you think that reservation of seats for women in
Parliament and State Assemblies is necessary for women
empowerment? Justify your answer.

* Essay Paper — various years: Topics on women, democracy, social
justice, and empowerment where WRB is an important sub-theme.

e UPSC CSE — Prelims
* Questions on:

* 73rd/74th Amendments, composition and reservation in PRIs
and ULBs

* CEDAW, SDGs, gender-related schemes

* Features of Representation of the People Act and electoral
reforms
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Constitutional Amendment (Article 368): The formal process of modifying the
Constitution. Amendments like the 131st Amendment often require a "special
majority" (2/3rds of those present and voting) and sometimes ratification by state
legislatures.

* Delimitation: The act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and State Assembly
seats to represent changes in population.

* Example: If a city’s population doubles while a rural area stays the same,
delimitation adjusts seat counts to ensure "one person, one vote" remains
equitable.

* Permanent Revolution (Political Context): A governing style characterized by
constant mobilization, the dismantling of institutional restraints, and the consolidation
of executive power to keep the opposition perpetually off-balance.

* Institutional Gerrymandering: Manipulating the boundaries or rules of institutions
(like electoral districts or reservation quotas) to give an advantage to one party.

* Countervailing Institutions: Bodies designed to check the power of the executive,
such as the Judiciary, the Election Commission, the Rajya Sabha, and the Free Press. '

* First-Past-The-Post (FPTP): The electoral system where the candidate with the most
votes wins, even if they don't have an absolute majority (50%+).

* Price Discovery (Institutional): Testing the limits of what a system or law will allow
before it breaks or meets significant resistance.




* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Core Thesis

* The defeat of major constitutional legislation in Parliament serves as a critical "check" on executive
overreach, signaling a shift from unilateral "permanent revolution" toward a more deliberative
democracy.

* Key Points

* Tactical Linking of Issues: The government often links popular mandates (like Women's Reservation)
with controversial structural changes (like Delimitation) to force the opposition's hand.

* The Federalism Tension: Changes to representation create a "North-South" divide. States that
successfully controlled population growth fear losing political weight to states with higher growth rates.

* The "Aggrieved" Strategy: The ruling party often uses legislative defeat to play the victim, painting the
opposition as "obstructionist" to mobilize its voter base.

 Anomaly in Representation: India’s system creates a "semi-proportional” outcome through caste
reservations while maintaining a majoritarian FPTP system, leading to internal tensions in how voters are
represented.

N
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* Historical Evolution of the Issue

e 1950-1970s (The Nehruvian Era): Dominance of the
Congress party; constitutional amendments were
frequent but often sought to address immediate social
hurdles (like land reform).

e 1975-1977 (The Emergency): The peak of executive
consolidation, leading to the 42nd Amendment, which
significantly weakened judicial review and federal
balance.

* 1990s (Coalition Era): A period of "consensus-based"
politics where no single party could bypass the Rajya
Sabha or states.

e 2014-Present (New Dominant Party System): The
return of a single-party majority, leading to "high-speed"
legislation (e.g., Article 370, Farm Laws, CAA) and the
testing of constitutional boundaries.
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Logical and Philosophical Base
4.1 Logic of the Critique
The core logical moves are:

* Any large constitutional amendment affecting representation and federalism must be scrutinized for intent (public good vs partisan
advantage).

* Representation is not merely a technical question of numbers; it is normative—who gets voice and how much.
* Using noble causes (like women’s reservation) as a cover for controversial changes undermines trust in constitutional politics.
4.2 Philosophical Foundations
Democratic theory: Emphasizes equal value of each vote, meaningful choice, and fair aggregation of preferences.
Republicanism: Highlights non-domination—no group (region/party) should be able to arbitrarily dominate others via institutional design.
Constitutionalism: Stresses limits on power, respect for procedures, and protection of pluralism.
4.3 Assumptions
That concentration of power in the executive is inherently dangerous for liberal democracy.

That constitutional change must be driven by broad consensus, especially when it touches foundational issues like representation, federalism,

and citizenship status.

That opposition has a legitimate role as a guardian of constitutional values, not simply as an electoral rival.



* Multidimensional Analysis
* 8.1 Social Dimension
* Women'’s reservation engages questions of gender justice, political empowerment, and social norms.

* Delimitation reshapes which communities—rural/urban, caste groups, linguistic minorities—gain or lose voice,
affecting social cohesion.

* 8.2 Political Dimension
* Seats reallocation can change the national party system, coalition politics, and regional party bargaining power.

*  “Permanent revolution” politics can keep the system in a constant state of campaign mode, weakening routine
governance.

* 8.3 Legal Dimension

* Interplay of Articles dealing with representation, federalism, reservations, basic structure, and amendment
procedure.

* Role of Supreme Court in potentially reviewing the constitutionality of such far-reaching amendments.
* 8.4 Ethical Dimension
* |ssues of fairness between states that followed national population policies vs those that did not.

* Integrity in legislative intent: whether women’s rights and federal reforms are being pursued sincerely or
strategically.

e 8.5 International Dimension

* Many democracies wrestle with malapportionment (unequal representation), gerrymandering, and debates over
FPTP vs PR.

* India’s choices on delimitation and reservation will be watched as examples of managing diversity, demographic
change, and gender justice in a mega-democracy.

e 8.6 Economic Dimension

* Representation affects fiscal federalism: states with more MPs can influence resource transfers, grants, and policy
priorities.

* Resentment in high-performing states (economic and demographic) could influence investment climate, migration
policies, and state—centre bargaining.



* Linkages with NCERTs
* Political Science, Class 11 — “Constitution: Why and How?”, “Rights

» u

in the Indian Constitution”, “Election and Representation”

* Concepts of constitutional amendment, representation,
election systems, basic structure.

* Political Science, Class 11 — “Federalism”

* Centre—state relations, allocation of powers, importance of
Rajya Sabha and states’ voice.

* Political Science, Class 12 — “Challenges to Democracy”, “Politics of
Planned Development”, “Recent Developments in Indian Politics”

* Institutional erosion, centralisation, coalition politics, regional
parties, and democratic deepening.

* Social and Political Life (Class 8) — “Understanding Our Criminal
Justice System”, “Understanding Secularism”, “The Indian Constitution”

* Basic ideas of fairness, rule of law, state power, and citizens’
rights—helpful for ethics framing and foundational
understanding.




* Linkages with UPSC CSE Syllabus
* GSPaperl

Indian Society: role of women and women’s organisations; social empowerment.
Post-independence consolidation and reorganisation: linguistic states, federal evolution.
GS Paper 2
Indian Constitution:

* Salient features, amendments, basic structure.

* Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure.

* Representation of people, electoral reforms, role of Delimitation Commission and Election Commission.
Parliament and State Legislatures: structure, functioning, issues of representation and legislative procedures.
Pressure groups, political parties, and their role in the political process.
GS Paper 3
Not central, but touches on:

* Issues relating to growth, development, and regional imbalances (through the federal/devolution lens).
GS Paper 4 (Ethics)
Integrity of public institutions.
Ethical issues in governance, accountability, and probity in public life.

Case studies on conflict of interest (using women'’s reservation as a cover for partisan constitutional changes).



* Way Forward
* 12.1 Process-Oriented Reforms

* Build genuine all-party consultation mechanisms before introducing major
constitutional amendments on representation and federalism.

* Create a high-level expert-citizen commission to propose a holistic package on
delimitation, representation, and women’s reservation, with a transparent white

paper.
* 12.2 Substantive Design Choices

* Decouple women’s reservation from contentious delimitation issues;
implement reservation within existing seat structure and then negotiate
delimitation separately.

* Explore mixed electoral systems (FPTP + proportional list) or multi-member
constituencies to improve representation of women, minorities, and smaller
parties without massively disrupting federal balance.

* 12.3 Protecting Federal Balance

* Consider caps or balancing mechanisms so that high-performing states (in
population control and economic performance) are not structurally
disadvantaged.

* Strengthen institutional autonomy of Delimitation Commission, ensure clear,
justiciable criteria and transparent public consultations.

* 12.4 Ethical and Institutional Safeguards
* Embed principles of constitutional morality in political party practice:
* No surprise amendments with inadequate scrutiny.
* Pre-legislative consultation and public release of draft proposals.

* Encourage parliamentary committees to examine all constitutional
amendment proposals affecting representation and federalism, with cross-party
leadership.



* UPSC CSE Mains
* GS2 (Constitution & Polity):

* Questions on federalism, Centre—state relations, Finance
Commission, devolution.

* Questions on electoral reforms, criminalisation of politics,
inner-party democracy, and role of Election Commission.

* Questions on women’s reservation, representation of
weaker sections, and reservation policy debates.

* Essay:
n u

* Topics on “Indian democracy”, “balancing equality and

n u

diversity”, “federalism”, “role of constitutional morality”.
e UPSC CSE Prelims

* Questions on features of federalism, powers of Delimitation
Commission, procedures for constitutional amendments, provisions
on reservation of seats.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Delhi Darbar: A metaphorical term used to describe the centralization
of power in the Union Government (Delhi). Historically, it refers to the
grand assemblies held during the British Raj; in modern politics, it signifies
regional leaders seeking approval or assistance from the central
leadership.

* Atmagauravam (Self-Respect): A political philosophy rooted in regional
pride and autonomy. In the context of Andhra politics, it was the
foundational slogan used by N.T. Rama Rao to challenge the perceived
high-handedness of the central Congress leadership in the 1980s.

* Bifurcation: The legal and administrative splitting of a state into two.
Here, it refers to the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014, which
created Telangana and a residual Andhra Pradesh.

* Fiscal Surplus/Deficit: A surplus occurs when a government's income
exceeds its spending (as seen in post-bifurcation Telangana due to
Hyderabad’s revenue). A deficit occurs when spending exceeds income (as
seen in residual Andhra Pradesh).

* Casteism in Politics: The mobilization of political support based on
caste identities. In Andhra Pradesh, this is often viewed through the lens of
dominant castes like the Kammas, Reddys, and Kapus.

* Constitutional Amendment (Parity of Power): Refers to legislative
attempts to balance parliamentary representation between the
demographically larger Northern states and the economically better-
performing Southern states.




* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Crisis of Political Legitimacy

* The core thesis suggests that the major political parties of Andhra
Pradesh (TDP, YSRCP, and JSP) have undergone a "political capitulation."
Despite being founded on the principle of regional pride, they are
increasingly seen as "supplicants" to the Union government to maintain
political relevance or seek protection from legal scrutiny.

* The Divergence of Telugu States

e There is a sharp contrast in how Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
interact with the Centre.

* Telangana: Successfully projected a regionalist stance, with leaders
(from both BRS and Congress) joining forces with other Southern states to
protect regional interests and fiscal autonomy.

* Andhra Pradesh: Its leadership has largely broken away from the
"Southern Bloc" on key issues, such as the debate over tilting
parliamentary power toward the North.

* The "Hyderabad Magnet" and the Capital Conundrum

* Asignificant argument is that the elite of Andhra Pradesh (business
and professional classes) remained tethered to Hyderabad even after
bifurcation. This "continued attachment" has drained the residual state of
investment and political focus, leading to the failure of the Amaravati
project to become a self-sustaining urban magnet.




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1953: Creation of Andhra State (the first linguistic state) following the sacrifice
of Potti Sriramulu.

* 1956: Formation of United Andhra Pradesh by merging Andhra State with the
Telangana region of the former Hyderabad State.

* 1969-1972: Violent agitations for a separate Telangana and later a "Jai
Andhra" movement, highlighting deep-seated regional imbalances.

* 1980s: Rise of N.T. Rama Rao and the TDP, marking a shift toward regional
"Self-Respect" and challenging the Congress "High Command" culture.

* 1990s-2000s: Era of "Cyberabad" under Chandrababu Naidu, where
Hyderabad became a global IT hub, further centralizing the state's wealth in one
city.

* 2014: Formal bifurcation. Telangana inherits the revenue-rich Hyderabad;
Andhra Pradesh enters a period of fiscal instability and the search for a new
capital.

* 2024-Present: The transition of regional parties into allies of the dominant
national party (BJP), signaling a move away from traditional regionalist defiance.

|~
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CRISIS OF POLITICAL LEGITIMACY: AN ANALYSIS OF AP & TELANGANA POLITICS

POLITICAL CAPITULATION —
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* Logical and Philosophical Base

* Federalism vs. Unitary Bias: The situation tests the Principle of Subsidiarity (that decisions should be made at the lowest
possible level). The increasing fiscal and political centralization contradicts the Cooperative Federalism envisioned in the
Constitution. Philosophically, it raises the question: Can a state be truly sovereign in its sphere if it is fiscally prostrate?

* Rational Choice Theory: The article suggests that the behavior of Andhra leaders (Naidu, Jagan) is not based on ideology
(Atmagauravam) but on Rational Self-Preservation. Facing jail time (CBI/ED cases) and fiscal collapse, the "rational" choice for
these actors is to align with Delhi, even at the cost of regional dignity and long-term political capital. This is a classic case of Short-
term Gain vs. Long-term Pain.

« Utilitarianism vs. Distributive Justice: The debate over Delimitation and Finance Commission allocations touches on John
Rawls' Theory of Justice.

» Utilitarian View: More population = More seats/More funds (Greatest good for greatest number).

* Distributive Justice View: States that have implemented population control and achieved better human development

indicators (like the South) should not be penalized for their success. Penalizing them is philosophically unjust and
creates a Moral Hazard (incentivizing population growth).

* Legitimacy Crisis (Habermas): The article alludes to a crisis where the public perceives the political elite as serving
private/caste interests rather than the public good, eroding the very legitimacy of the state government.



Multidimensional Analysis

Social Dimension:

* Caste as Political Capital: Political parties function as Caste Federations rather than ideological vehicles. This leads to Patronage Politics where
state resources are distributed along caste lines, alienating Dalits and OBCs who do not belong to the dominant castes.

Political Dimension:

* The Kingmaker's Curse: Being a coalition partner with a slim majority (NDA post-2024) gives TDP leverage over the Central Government but also
makes it a Hostage. The Centre cannot afford to let TDP leave, but TDP cannot afford to face the consequences of leaving (ED cases). This is a Nash
Equilibrium where both sides cooperate due to mutual weakness, not strength.

Legal Dimension:

* Article 3 of the Constitution: The Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 is the legal instrument of bifurcation. The failure to fully implement

assurances (like Special Status, steel plant in Vizag, Polavaram funding) has been a constant source of legal and political conflict.

Ethical Dimension:

* Integrity vs. Compromise: The article highlights the ethical dilemma of "Atmagauravam" (Self-Respect). Is it ethical for a leader to compromise on
the long-term interests of the state's representation in Parliament (Delimitation) to secure short-term personal/political safety from legal
prosecution?

International Dimension:

* Diaspora Linkages: A significant portion of Andhra's Kamma and Reddy elites are in the United States (IT sector, medicine). Their remittances and
investment potential are crucial. However, they prefer investing in Hyderabad real estate (stable returns) over Amaravati (speculative). This
transnational capital flow shapes domestic urban development.

Economic Dimension:

* Loss of the Multiplier Effect: Hyderabad's IT sector created a service economy (restaurants, transport, retail) with a high Multiplier Effect. This is
absent in the new capital region, which is largely driven by construction and government spending (which has low multiplier effect).



* Linkages with NCERTs

* Class 10 Political Science (Democratic Politics Il):

* Chapter 2: Federalism: The analysis is a perfect case study
of "How is Federalism practiced?" (Actual working vs.
Constitutional provisions). It illustrates Linguistic
States, Centre-State Relations, and Decentralization in India.

* Class 12 Political Science (Politics in India Since Independence):

* Chapter 1: Challenges of Nation Building: Discusses the
formation of linguistic states and the fears of regionalism.

* Chapter 9: Recent Developments in Indian Politics: Essential
for understanding the Era of Coalitions and the rise of Regional
Parties and the concept of "Mandal vs. Kamandal" (Caste vs.
Religion) which defines AP politics.

* Class 12 Economics (Introductory Macroeconomics):

* Chapter 5: Government Budget and Economy: Concepts
of Revenue Deficit, Fiscal Deficit, and Public Debt can be
mapped directly to AP's fiscal crisis post-bifurcation.



Linkages with UPSC CSE Syllabus

GS Paper 1:

¢ Salient features of Indian Society: Casteism, Regionalism, Linguistic Diversity.
* Post-independence consolidation and reorganization: Linguistic reorganisation of states (1953-2014).

GS Paper 2 (Strongest Linkage):

¢ Indian Constitution: Federal Structure, Union-State Relations, Functions of Governor, Dispute Redressal
Mechanisms (Article 262, Interstate Councils).

¢ Parliament and State Legislatures: Delimitation Act, Women's Reservation.
e Pressure Groups & Political Parties: Regional Parties vs National Parties; Caste in Politics.

¢ Issues and Challenges Pertaining to Federal Structure: Fiscal Federalism, Role of Finance Commission, Misuse
of CBI/ED.

GS Paper 3:

¢ Indian Economy and Planning: Mobilization of Resources, Inclusive Growth, Regional Disparities.
e Infrastructure: Urbanization and new capital cities (Amaravati).

\ GS Paper 4 (Ethics):

¢ Ethics in Public Administration: Corruption, Political Neutrality, Conflict of Interest.
\ e Moral Thinkers: John Rawls (Justice), Machiavelli (Political Survival vs. Morality).
. Aptitude: Integrity, Impartiality, Self-Respect vs. Servility.




Way Forward

Fiscal Consolidation and Revenue Augmentation:

* Shift from Grants to Growth: Focus on Port-led Industrialization (Visakhapatnam-Chennai Industrial Corridor) to create manufacturing
jobs and generate GST revenue internally.

» Agri-Tech and Aqua-Exports: Leverage the long coastline and fertile deltas for high-value aquaculture and food processing, reducing
dependence on MSP-driven paddy cultivation.

Strategic Urban Policy (Polycentric Development):

* Abandon the "Greenfield Obsession": Instead of sinking all resources into Amaravati, develop a Tri-City Corridor: Visakhapatnam
(Executive Capital/Port Hub) — Amaravati (Legislative Hub) — Kurnool (Judicial/Agri Hub) .

* This distributes development pressure, reduces land speculation, and addresses the Rayalaseema backwardness grievance.

Political Realignment:

* South-South Cooperation: AP must rejoin the platform of Southern States on Delimitation. It is a prisoner's dilemma where short-term
defection (supporting BJP) leads to long-term collective punishment for all southern states.

* Federal Front Pressure: Use the Rajya Sabha and platforms like the Inter-State Council to demand a Fixed Ratio of Parliamentary
Seats for the South, delinking it from pure population metrics.

Restoring Institutional Integrity:

* Demand a Judicially Managed SIT for corruption cases instead of political use of ED/CBI. This neutralizes the "blackmail" aspect while
ensuring accountability.



* Mains GS2:

* 2022: Discuss the role of the Finance Commission in addressing vertical and horizontal imbalances. (Relates to AP's fiscal
dependence).

2021: Explain the constitutional provisions under which Legislative Councils are created or abolished. Discuss the arguments for and
against their continuation. (AP Legislative Council has been a point of contention).

2020: The role of the Governor has been a contentious issue between the Union and the States. Examine the recent issues.

2019: On what grounds can a national emergency be proclaimed in a state under Article 356? What are the implications of its
frequent use? (NTR's dismissal in the 80s is the historical context for Atmagauravam).

2018: Whether the Supreme Court judgment in the S.R. Bommai vs Union of India case has helped in preserving the federal structure
of the Indian polity? Discuss.

2017: Critically examine the issues arising out of the distribution of powers between the Union and States under the Indian
Constitution. Is the Indian model leaning towards a 'Quasi-Federal’ structure?

2014: The concept of cooperative federalism has been increasingly emphasized in recent years. Highlight the drawbacks in the
existing structure and the extent to which cooperative federalism would answer the shortcomings.

* Mains GS4 (Ethics):

e 2023: What do you understand by the term 'Ethical Fading'? Explain with examples how political leaders sometimes justify their
actions which are otherwise considered unethical. (Directly applies to the "Capitulation to Delhi" argument).

* 2020: Discuss the role of ethics and values in enhancing the legitimacy of public administration.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Populist Nationalism: A political ideology that claims to represent "the people"
against a "corrupt elite." It often emphasizes national identity, traditional values,
and skepticism toward international organizations (like the EU).

* Supermajority: A requirement for a proposal to gain a specified level of
support which is greater than a simple majority (e.g., two-thirds). In Hungary,
Peter Magyar’s victory gave him the power to change the constitution.

* Sovereignty: The supreme authority of a state to govern itself without
interference from outside bodies.

* Civilisational Self-Confidence: A concept from the 2025 U.S. NSS suggesting
that Western nations must regain pride in their historical and cultural roots to
remain strong.

* Progressivism: In this context, it refers to a political philosophy focusing on
social reform, individual rights, and globalism, often critiqued by conservatives as
undermining traditional structures like the family or the church.

* Burkean Conservatism: Derived from Edmund Burke, it argues that society is a
contract between the dead, the living, and those yet to be born. It favors gradual
change over radical revolution to preserve "inherited wisdom."




* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Paradox of Sovereignty: The core irony lies in U.S. leaders traveling abroad to tell other nations
to reject "outside forces." This creates a tension where conservative movements intervene
internationally to promote a doctrine of non-intervention.

* The Civilisational Argument: The 2025 NSS posits that the demographic and cultural "character" of
a nation determines its foreign policy. It suggests that if Europe loses its "Western identity," its alliance
with the U.S. (NATO) may collapse.

 The Asymmetry of "Exporting" Ideology:

* Exporting Progressivism: Easier, as it encourages individuals to challenge authority and seek
personal freedom.

* Exporting Conservatism: Harder, as it requires persuading a society to bind itself to collective
traditions and obligations—a task that is inherently internal.

* Economic Reality vs. Cultural Identity: Despite the focus on "civilisational goods" (family, history),
Hungarian voters prioritized immediate economic concerns (declining consumption and
mismanagement), showing that cultural rhetoric often fails when basic material needs are unmet.



Historical evolution of the issue

Post-1945 and Cold War
* The US framed its foreign policy as defending “the free world” against communism; ideology and security were strongly intertwined.
* NATO emerged as a security alliance of Western democracies, and cultural affinity (“the West”) underpinned strategic commitments.
* Yet, national sovereignty was also emphasised, particularly against Soviet domination in Eastern Europe.

Post-Cold War and EU integration

* EU deepening and widening foregrounded supranational governance, pooled sovereignty, and liberal norms (human rights, free movement, minority
protections).

* Some European conservatives began to resent EU institutions as undermining national parliaments, cultural traditions, and migration control.
Post-9/11 and the War on Terror
« Civilisational language re-entered discourse (“clash of civilisations”) as debates emerged about Islam, terrorism, and Western identity.
* Immigration and integration became politicised across Europe, with right-wing parties questioning multiculturalism.
Rise of populist nationalism (2010s onwards)
* Financial crisis, Eurozone turmoil, refugee crises, and deindustrialisation fuelled discontent.
* Populist parties portrayed EU elites, globalisation, and progressive values as threats to national identity and economic security.
First Trump term (2017-2021)
* Explicit scepticism toward multilateralism, praise for Brexit and some European nationalist leaders, criticism of NATO allies.
* Early attempts to build ties with like-minded right-wing parties signalled a more ideological, populist foreign policy.
Second Trump term and 2025 NSS

* The 2025 NSS formalised a civilisational framing: restoring Europe’s civilisational self-confidence and Western identity as a “core” American interest;
support for “patriotic European parties”.

* The document linked demographic change to alliance reliability, warning of “civilisational erasure”.
Contemporary phase
* Direct involvement by US leaders in European elections, strong endorsements of particular parties and leaders, and open criticism of EU institutions.

* Simultaneously, some European nationalists have begun distancing themselves from US actions they consider destabilising (e.g., wars), illustrating the limits
of such transnational alliances.
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* Logical and philosophical base
Assumptions behind conservative civilisationalism
* Civilisations are coherent entities with relatively stable identities.
* Demography strongly shapes culture; if demographic composition changes, values and strategic preferences will also change.
* Traditions encode wisdom and cannot be easily reconstructed once destroyed.
Assumptions behind progressivism (as understood here)
* Individuals can use reason to emancipate themselves from oppressive structures.
* Authority is legitimate only if continuously justified, not simply inherited.
* History is a site of power relations; exposing injustice is necessary for genuine progress.
The paradox of conservative internationalism

* Conservatism valorises sovereignty and non-interference, yet fears that foreign societies’ choices (e.g., their migration or cultural policies)
will have systemic consequences for its own security.

* To prevent long-term harm, conservatives rationalise intervention as “fraternal guidance” or “civilisational defence” rather than
interference.

Burkean logic vs revolutionary logic
* Burke: Society is a contract between past, present, and future; radical breaks risk unleashing forces we cannot control.
* Progressive-revolutionary logic: Past institutions are often tools of domination; breaking them may be necessary for justice.

* The piece leans on Burkean scepticism about the ability of reason alone to design better orders and emphasises the fragility of institutions
built over generations.

Moral psychology: freedom vs obligation

* The essay assumes that humans are naturally attracted to promises of freedom and sceptical of calls to duty, making progressivism easier
to “sell” internationally than conservatism.

* This raises a deeper question: can an ethics of obligation and restraint be voluntarily adopted in an age of global consumer culture?



* Multidimensional analysis
* Social dimension
* Intensification of identity politics: framing politics as a civilisational struggle sharpens “us vs them” divides.
* Impact on minorities: debates around “demographic change” and “civilisational erasure” can stigmatise migrants and minorities, affecting social cohesion.
* Political dimension
* Party realignments: mainstream right may be pushed to adopt more nationalist rhetoric, while the centre-left defends progressive norms.

* Polarisation: foreign endorsements can become domestic flashpoints, with opponents accusing each other of being “agents” of outside powers.

Institutional stress: EU, NATO, and multilateral frameworks may come under strain as civilisational politics pit national sovereignty against supranational
commitments.

* Legal dimension
* Electoral law concerns about foreign influence, funding, and campaigning.

* Questions about the compatibility of speech regulations, migration laws, and identity policies with constitutional guarantees and international human rights
standards.

e Ethical dimension

* Duties to future generations vs rights of present ones: Should present societies accept limits (e.g., on migration or cultural change) to preserve a certain civilisational
identity?

* International dimension
* Alliance management: cultural-civilisational framing adds a new layer to alliance cohesion beyond military and economic interests.
* Competing civilisational projects: Other powers (Russia, China, political Islam, etc.) can advance alternative civilisational narratives, complicating gloh
* South-South perceptions: Global South may view these debates as Euro-American introspection with limited concern for broader global justice

e Economic dimension

* Economic distress can undermine ideological projects; voters often punish incumbents for poor material outcomes regardless of civili toric.
* Globalisation vs protectionism: Conservative civilisational politics often pairs with economic protectionism, which can reshape trz s and global value
chains.

* Demography and labour markets: Restrictive migration policies have implications for ageing societies’ labour shortages and v bdels.



Linkages with NCERTs
Political Science — Class 11 (“Political Theory”)

* Chapters on Political Ideologies, Freedom, Equality, and Rights help unpack progressivism vs conservatism, individual
autonomy vs social obligation.

Political Science — Class 12 (“Contemporary World Politics”)

* Chapters on US Hegemony, Alternative Centres of Power, Globalisation, and Security in the Contemporary World directly
connect to debates on US foreign policy, alliances, and security doctrines.

Sociology — Class 11 and 12

* Topics on Culture and Socialisation, Social Change and Development, and Globalisation and Social Change illuminate how
ideas travel, how identities are constructed, and how global norms interact with local traditions.

History — Classes 9-12

* Nationalism in Europe, World Wars, Cold War — background to civilisational discourse, rise of nationalism, and ideological
struggles.

Economics — Class 12 (Macroeconomics and Indian Economic Development)

* Though India-centric, chapters on globalisation, development, and economic policy help contrast material drivers (economy,
inequality) with ideological narratives.



Linkages with UPSC CSE syllabus

GS Paper 1

e Society: Salient features of world’s population, globalisation and social
empowerment, communalism, regionalism, secularism — relevant to
demographic anxieties and identity politics.

e History of world events: World Wars, Cold War, and their impact on world
politics, particularly civilisational narratives and alliances.

GS Paper 2

e International Relations: India and its neighbourhood, bilateral, regional and
global groupings, global institutions, and policies of developed countries
affecting India’s interests.

e Comparative politics and foreign policy doctrines (though not explicit,
guestions often touch US hegemony, NATO, strategic doctrines).

GS Paper 3

e Internal security and its external dimensions: ideological influences from
abroad, transnational networks affecting domestic politics.

* Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal
security.

GS Paper 4 (Ethics)

e Ethics in international relations; role of ethical considerations in foreign
policy, human values vs national interests.

¢ Conflict between ends and means, and between duties to one’s own
society and obligations to others.



— Way forward

Re-balancing sovereignty and norms

® Recognise that states have an interest in the values of allies but must temper this with respect for democratic processes and autonomy.
* Prefer long-term societal engagement (education, cultural exchange) over direct partisan campaigning.

Addressing material and cultural anxieties together

e |deological polarisation often feeds on economic distress; policies that strengthen social safety nets, inclusive growth, and local
communities can reduce vulnerability to fear-based narratives.

— Pluralistic conception of civilisation

* Acknowledge that civilisations are internally diverse and evolving; avoid rigid, essentialist definitions that exclude minorities.
e Encourage narratives that integrate both historical achievements and injustices, rather than choosing one side exclusively.

— Strengthening democratic resilience

* Transparent rules against foreign interference in elections, combined with open debate about ideas regardless of origin.
¢ Building media literacy and critical thinking so citizens can evaluate ideological imports autonomously.

— Ethical foreign policy frameworks

e Develop criteria that justify when, if ever, it is acceptable to advocate value changes abroad (e.g., genocide, massive rights abuses) and
when restraint is ethically preferable.




UPSC CSE

¢ 2019: “Do you agree with the view that protectionism is a threat to liberal
economic order?” (globalisation vs nationalism).

¢ 2018: Questions on “US withdrawing from multilateral agreements” and
implications for global order (US foreign policy shifts).

¢ 2017: “The growing role of regional organisations in international politics.

)

GS-1 / Essay

e Essay themes (various years) on nationalism, globalisation, and identity
(e.g., “Near jobless growth: in India, an anomaly or consequence of
economic reforms?”, “Has globalisation led to the dilution of cultural
identities?”, etc.).

® GS-1 questions on globalisation’s impact on culture and society.

* Repeated case-study style questions around conflict of values, ethical
foreign policy, and global justice (though not explicitly named this way,
many case studies can be mapped to such dilemmas).
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