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• Key Terms and Explanations

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of 
Oman. It is the world's most important oil transit chokepoint; nearly 20–30% of 
global oil passes through here.

• Example: If a gate to a busy parking lot is blocked, no cars can leave. 
Similarly, if Hormuz is blocked, oil from Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar cannot 
reach India.

• Current Account Deficit (CAD): The difference between the value of goods and 
services a country imports and the value of those it exports. If we buy more than 
we sell, the CAD rises.

• Brent Crude: A major trading classification of sweet light crude oil that serves as 
a major benchmark price for purchases of oil worldwide.

• Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): Emergency fuel storage maintained by a 
country to guard against supply disruptions. India currently has about 25 days of 
cover.

• Rupee Depreciation: A fall in the value of the Indian Rupee relative to the US 
Dollar.

• Example: If $\$1$ was $₹83$ and it becomes $₹95$, everything India imports 
(like oil) becomes more expensive for us.

• Secondary Sanctions: These are sanctions imposed by a country (like the U.S.) 
on foreign entities that do business with a sanctioned nation (like Russia).



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis revolves around India’s energy security trilemma: 
balancing cost, availability, and diplomatic relations.

• The U.S. "Allowance": The U.S. Treasury has permitted a 30-day 
window for India to clear Russian oil "stranded at sea." This is less about 
"permission" and more about preventing a global price shock that 
would hurt the U.S. economy as well.

• The End of the "Russian Discount": Since 2022, India benefited from 
cheaper Russian oil. However, with China competing for the same 
barrels and logistical hurdles increasing, that discount is evaporating.

• The Hormuz Crisis: With 55% of India's oil normally passing through 
the Strait of Hormuz, the Iranian blockade has forced India to look for 
alternatives, making the U.S. and Russia more critical.

• Economic Vulnerability: Analysts warn that if Brent crude hits 90$, 
India’s CAD could widen significantly, leading to inflation and a weaker 
Rupee.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1991: India relied heavily on the Soviet Union for 
energy and defense, often using "Ruble-Rupee" trade to 
bypass dollar scarcity.

• Post-Liberalization (1990s-2000s): India diversified 
towards West Asia (Iraq, Saudi Arabia). The U.S. emerged 
as a strategic partner via the Civil Nuclear Deal (2008).

• 2022 (Ukraine Conflict): Russia moved from a minor oil 
supplier to India’s top supplier (reaching up to 43% share) 
due to heavy discounts following Western sanctions.

• Present Day (2026 Context): A shift is occurring. India is 
increasing U.S. oil imports (up 32%) while Russian imports 
have hit a 44-month low, showing a pivot toward "Friend-
shoring" or balancing the two superpowers.





• Linkages with NCERTs

• Class 12 Geography (India: People and Economy):
Chapter on Energy Resources. Explains India's 
dependence on imports.

• Class 12 Political Science (Contemporary World 
Politics): Chapters on US Hegemony and International 
Organizations.

• Class 11 Economics: Chapter on Liberalization, 
Privatization, and Globalization.

• Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

• Mains (2022, GS2): "The Russia-Ukraine war has asked 
tough questions of India’s strategic autonomy. Discuss."

• Mains (2018, GS3): "It is argued that India's energy 
security is a vital part of its economic progress. Analyze 
India's energy policy in this context."

• Prelims (2020): Question regarding the location of the 
Strait of Hormuz and major oil chokepoints.







• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The "Syntax" Shift: The core thesis is that the RSP has broken the 
decades-long hegemony of the NC and CPN-UML. The "syntax" of 
politics—the way power is structured and discussed—has moved from 
ideological posturing to delivery-based populism.

• Youth Bulge and Gen Z Factor: The victory is attributed to the "Gen Z 
protests" and the popularity of Balen Shah. This suggests that the 
demographic dividend in Nepal is now manifesting as a political force.

• Anti-Establishment Sentiment: The low voter turnout (58.7%) and the 
RSP’s landslide suggest a "revenge vote." Supporters of old parties chose 
to stay home, while those who voted chose the RSP as a tool to punish the 
traditional elite.

• End of Instability: The article argues that the RSP hitting the 138-seat 
mark could provide Nepal with its first stable majority government in 27 
years, potentially ending the era of "horse-trading" for cabinet positions.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1990: Restoration of democracy; Nepal moves from an absolute 
monarchy to a constitutional one.

• 1996–2006: The Maoist Civil War, which sought to overthrow 
the monarchy and establish a republic.

• 2006: Comprehensive Peace Accord; the end of the monarchy 
and the beginning of the transition to a federal republic.

• 2015: Promulgation of the new Constitution, establishing Nepal 
as a federal, secular, democratic republic.

• 2017–2022: A period of intense instability where the CPN-UML 
and Maoists merged and then split, leading to multiple 
government collapses.

• 2022–Present: The birth of RSP and the rise of Balen Shah as a 
symbol of urban, technocratic, and youth-led governance.





• Linkages with NCERTs

• Class 10 Political Science (Democratic Politics II): Chapters on 
"Political Parties" and "Outcomes of Democracy" (deals with why new 
parties emerge and how democracy evolves).

• Class 11 Political Science (Indian Constitution at Work): Chapters on 
"Election and Representation" (helps compare India’s FPTP with Nepal’s 
mixed system).

• Class 12 Political Science (Contemporary World Politics): Chapters on 
"South Asia and the Contemporary World" (specifically the section on the 
transition to democracy in Nepal).

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• GS2 (2021): “The expansion and strengthening of democracy in the 
world since the 1990s has been a significant trend, but it has faced several 
challenges.” Discuss in the context of South Asia.

• GS2 (2013): “The protests in Nepal represent a desire for change and 
stable governance.” Analyze India’s role in Nepal’s democratic transition.





• Key Terms and Explanations

• Quantum Computing: A type of computing that uses quantum bits or 
qubits. Unlike classical bits (0 or 1), qubits can exist in multiple states 
simultaneously (superposition).

• Example: If a classical computer is like a light switch (On/Off), a 
quantum computer is like a spinning coin that is both heads and tails 
until it stops.

• Binary Architecture: The foundation of traditional computers where data 
is processed as sequences of 0s and 1s.

• Generative Pre-Trained Transformer (GPT): A type of AI model trained on 
vast datasets to understand and generate human-like text.

• GESDA (Geneva Science and Diplomacy Anticipator): A foundation that 
bridges the gap between scientific breakthroughs and diplomatic policy-
making.

• Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA): The chief advisor to the Government of 
India on matters related to scientific policy and strategy.

• Governance Framework: A set of rules, norms, and institutions designed 
to manage how a technology is developed and used.



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The "Governance Gap": There is a mismatch between the speed 
of technological evolution (exponential) and the speed of policy-
making (linear/reactive). We are currently in a "nascent stage" where 
the rules must be written before the technology becomes 
uncontrollable.

• The Double-Edged Sword: Quantum computing offers exponential 
processing power for good (medicine, materials) but poses a "Sputnik 
moment" for cybersecurity, as it could easily crack current encryption 
methods.

• Anticipatory Diplomacy: Science and diplomacy must merge. 
Waiting for a technology to mature before regulating it is a "reactive 
cycle" that no longer works in the age of AI and Quantum.

• The Human Element in Forecasting: Experts often fail to predict 
how a technology will be released (e.g., the public release of 
ChatGPT), even if they understand the science. This "socialization" of 
tech creates unpredictable risks.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Early 1980s: Richard Feynman and Yuri Manin 
propose the idea of using quantum mechanics 
for computation.

• 1994: Peter Shor develops an algorithm (Shor’s 
Algorithm) showing that a quantum computer 
could crack modern encryption.

• 2019: Google claims "Quantum Supremacy" 
(performing a task in minutes that would take a 
supercomputer 10,000 years).

• 2023: India launches the National Quantum 
Mission (NQM) with a budget of over ₹6,000 
crore, aiming to make India a global leader in the 
field.

• Present Day: The focus has shifted from "Can 
we build it?" to "How do we govern it globally?"





• Linkages with NCERTs

• Class 12 Physics: Chapter on "Dual Nature of Radiation and 
Matter" (Basis of Quantum Mechanics).

• Class 12 Political Science: "Contemporary World Politics" 
(Issues of global security and technological hegemony).

• Class 10 Science: Chapter on "Carbon and its Compounds" 
(How quantum computing helps in molecular modeling).

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions (PYQs)

• 2023 (Mains, GS3): "Introduce the concept of Quantum 
Computing. How is it going to help India in its development 
process?"

• 2022 (Prelims): Question on "Qubit" (Answer: Quantum 
Computing).

• 2021 (Mains, GS3): "Discuss the various ethical dilemmas in 
the use of Artificial Intelligence." (Applicable to Quantum-AI 
synergy).





• Key Terms and Explanations

• To understand maritime disputes, one must first grasp the "zoning" of the ocean as 
defined by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS, 1982).

• Baseline: The line along the coast from which maritime zones are measured. Usually, it 
follows the low-water line.

• Territorial Sea (12 Nautical Miles): The area where a coastal state has full sovereignty 
(airspace, water, and seabed).

• Example: If a foreign merchant ship enters this zone, it must follow the "Right of 
Innocent Passage"—it can pass through but cannot fish, spy, or pollute.

• Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) (200 Nautical Miles): A zone where the coastal state has 
"sovereign rights" over resources (fish, oil, gas) but does not have full "sovereignty" over the 
movement of foreign vessels.

• Example: A US submarine can transit through Sri Lanka’s EEZ without permission, 
but it cannot start a commercial fishing operation there.

• Continental Shelf: The natural prolongation of a state's land territory underwater, 
extending up to 350 nm. States have rights to minerals and sedentary species here.

• Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC): Also known as International Humanitarian Law, it 
regulates how parties engage in war to minimize suffering and protect neutrals.

• Neutral State: A country that does not take part in a war between other states. Under the 
law of naval warfare, a neutral state has specific rights (to not be attacked) and duties (to not 
help one side over the other).



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis focuses on the distinction between maritime 
logistics/humanitarianism and geopolitical alignment.

• Legality of Attacks in the EEZ: Under UNCLOS, the EEZ remains 
"international waters" for the purpose of navigation and overflight. 
Therefore, if two nations are at war (e.g., US and Iran), they can legally 
engage in combat within a third country’s EEZ, provided they do not 
damage the coastal state’s resources or violate its territorial sea.

• The "Neutrality" of Port Calls: Allowing a belligerent (warring) ship to 
dock for repairs, food, or fuel does not automatically mean a country 
has joined the war.

• The "24-Hour Rule": International law generally limits the stay of a 
belligerent warship in a neutral port to 24 hours, unless it is for essential 
repairs to make the ship seaworthy (but not to increase its "fighting 
strength").

• India’s Position: As a regional power, India often provides search and 
rescue (SAR) assistance. However, it is not legally obligated to provide 
military security to foreign warships (like the Iranian Dena) within 
another country's EEZ.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-UNCLOS (Grotian Era): The "Freedom of the Seas" doctrine 
prevailed, where countries owned only a narrow strip of water (the 
"cannon-shot rule"), and the rest was a free-for-all.

• 1982 UNCLOS Adoption: This was a "Constitution for the Oceans," 
creating the 12nm and 200nm rules to prevent constant skirmishes 
over fishing and oil.

• Post-9/11 & Non-State Actors: The rise of piracy (Somalia) and 
maritime terrorism (26/11 Mumbai attacks) shifted the focus from 
"state vs. state" to "maritime domain awareness."

• Current "Grey Zone" Warfare: We are now in an era where 
domestic acts (docking a ship) are used as diplomatic signals in the 
broader Indo-Pacific power struggle between the West, China, and 
Middle Eastern powers.





Linkages with NCERTs

Class 12 Political Science (Contemporary World Politics): Chapters on 
"Security in the Contemporary World" and the rise of new power centers.

Class 11 Geography (India: Physical Environment): Coastal features and 
maritime boundaries.

Class 12 Sociology: Impact of global trade and maritime routes on coastal 
communities.

Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

UPSC Mains (2022, GS2): "The sea is becoming a new arena of contestation. 
Discuss in the light of the Indo-Pacific region."

UPSC Mains (2015, GS2): "Project Mausam is considered India's answer to 
China's Maritime Silk Road. Elaborate."

UPSC Prelims (2021): Questions regarding the definition of EEZ and 
Territorial Waters under UNCLOS.





Key Terms and Explanations

To understand the shift in Karnataka’s excise policy, we must first decode the technical and regulatory vocabulary:

Alcohol-in-Beverage (AIB) Based Taxation: A system where the tax is levied on the actual volume of pure ethyl alcohol in a drink, rather than the total volume 
of the liquid.

• Example: Under the old system, a 500ml bottle of 5% ABV beer and 500ml of 40% ABV whiskey might have been taxed based on volume slabs. Under AIB, 
the whiskey is taxed significantly more because it contains 200ml of pure alcohol compared to the beer's 25ml.

ABV (Alcohol by Volume): The standard measure of how much alcohol (ethanol) is contained in a given volume of an alcoholic beverage, expressed as a 
percentage.

Negative Externalities: These are the "hidden costs" imposed on society by a private transaction. In the context of alcohol, negative externalities include 
healthcare costs for liver diseases, loss of productivity, and social issues like domestic violence or road accidents.

Deregulated Price Fixation: A move where the government steps back from setting the "Maximum Retail Price" (MRP) and allows market forces (supply, 
demand, and brand competition) to determine the price, provided the floor tax is paid.

Premiumisation: A consumer trend where people shift from consuming high volumes of low-quality, cheap liquor to lower volumes of high-quality, expensive 
brands.



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis of this policy shift is that taxation should be a tool for public health and economic efficiency, not just a 
collection mechanism.

• Public Health via Nudging: By taxing higher alcohol content more heavily, the government "nudges" consumers toward 
lower-alcohol beverages like beer and wine. This aligns with World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations to reduce 
the intake of hard spirits.

• Simplification of Slabs: Moving from a complex web of pricing tiers to just eight slabs reduces bureaucratic red tape. This 
promotes "Ease of Doing Business" for distillers and brewers.

• Market-Linked Pricing: Freeing brands to set their own prices encourages investment. When the government fixes prices, 
brands often cut quality to maintain margins; deregulation allows for better quality and "premium" offerings.

• Revenue Optimization: Despite the potential price drop for beer, the government expects to reach a massive ₹45,000 
crore target. This suggests they are betting on higher volume in lower-alcohol categories and better tax compliance through 
a simplified system.

• Transparency: By removing mandatory disclosures of ingredients like malt/sugar on labels (focusing instead on alcohol), 
the process is streamlined, though critics might argue this impacts consumer "right to know."







• Linkages with NCERTs

• Class 12 Economics (Macroeconomics): Chapter on "Government 
Budget and the Economy." Specifically, the sections on Revenue Receipts 
(Excise Duty) and the objective of resource allocation.

• Class 11 Political Science (Indian Constitution at Work): Chapter on 
"Federalism." Discusses the distribution of legislative powers (State List 
vs Union List).

• Class 12 Sociology: Chapter on "Social Change and Development in 
India." Discusses the impact of globalization on lifestyle and 
consumption patterns.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• Mains (2017): "How far do you agree that the behavior of the Indian 
economy is being dictated by the 'sin tax'?"

• Mains (2021): "Explain the constitutional provisions regarding the 
distribution of financial resources between the Union and the States."

• Prelims (Various): Questions on the Seventh Schedule, Article 47, and 
the components of the State Budget.





• Key Terms and Explanations

• Cabotage: Derived from the French word caboter (to sail along the coast), it 
refers to the right to operate sea, air, or other transport services within a 
particular territory. In shipping, it means the transport of goods or passengers 
between two ports in the same country.

• Cabotage Norms: These are protectionist regulations that reserve coastal 
trade for domestic-flagged vessels. For example, under strict norms, only an 
Indian-flagged ship can carry cargo from Mumbai to Kochi.

• Exim Cargo: A portmanteau for Export-Import cargo. This refers to goods 
moving between an international origin/destination and a domestic port.

• Transhipment: The act of offloading a container from one ship and loading it 
onto another to be further carried to its final destination. This usually happens at 
"hubs" like Colombo, Singapore, or Dubai because the original ship is too large for 
the destination port.

• Merchant Shipping Act, 1958: The primary Indian legislation governing the 
registration of Indian ships and the licensing of foreign ships for coastal trade.

• West Asia Crisis (Geopolitical Risk): Refers to regional conflicts (like those in 
the Red Sea or Persian Gulf) that force ships to take longer routes (e.g., around 
the Cape of Good Hope), leading to a "tonnage crunch" or shortage of available 
ships.



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis centers on the dilemma between protectionism and pragmatic logistics.

• The Problem: Geopolitical instability in West Asia has led to a shortage of containers and vessels. This has stranded nearly 
38,000 containers, many containing perishables (bananas, grapes) and high-value exports (Basmati rice).

• The Proposed Solution: Relaxing cabotage rules. By allowing foreign-flagged ships to move domestic cargo, India can tap 
into the excess capacity of international liners passing through its waters.

• The Economic Trade-off: * Pro-Relaxation: Lower freight costs, faster evacuation of stranded cargo, and reduced reliance 
on foreign transhipment hubs (like Colombo).

• Anti-Relaxation (Domestic Lobby): Domestic shipping companies argue this creates an unlevel playing field, as foreign 
ships often have lower operating costs, cheaper fuel, and different tax regimes.

• Government Intervention: Beyond cabotage, the state is implementing Standard Operating Protocols (SOPs) to treat 
stranded goods as transhipment cargo, allowing for easier storage and potential fee waivers.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: Coastal trade was dominated by British 
interests. Post-independence, India sought to build a "National 
Merchant Marine."

• 1958: The Merchant Shipping Act codified protectionist cabotage to 
ensure national security and economic sovereignty.

• 2015-2018 (The Shift): The government realized that strict cabotage 
was driving Indian cargo to foreign ports (transhipment). In 2018, 
norms were significantly relaxed for specific cargo types (agriculture, 
horticulture, fertilizers) to encourage "Coastal Shipping" under the 
Sagarmala Project.

• 2024 (The Reversal): The Directorate General of Shipping (DGS) 
recently scrapped some relaxations to support the "Atmanirbhar 
Bharat" initiative and protect domestic shipowners.

• 2026 (The Current Crisis): Geopolitical "Black Swan" events are 
forcing a temporary return to liberalization to prevent a total supply 
chain collapse.





• Linkages with NCERTs

• Class 10 Geography (Lifelines of National Economy):
Covers the importance of ports and sea routes for 
international trade.

• Class 11 Economics (Indian Economic Development):
Discusses liberalization, privatization, and globalization 
(LPG) and the role of infrastructure.

• Class 12 Geography (Transport and Communication):
Details the role of Indian ports and the impact of oceanic 
routes on global trade.




