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SC status ‘only for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs’

Top court says conversion to any other religion

will lead to loss of Scheduled Caste status

Krishnadas Rajagopal

KEW [FELH]

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday held in

a judgment that a
person professing any reli
gion other than Himduism,
fuddhism, or Sikhism
should not be considered a
member of a Schedube
Caste communiiy.

The court concluded
thiat conversion o any o
er refigion would result in
“immediate and complete
loss of Scheduled Caste s13-
s from the moment of
conversion, regardles of
hirth™.

A Bench of Justices
Prashamt Kumar Mishra
amd Manmohan invoked
Clause 3 of the Constitu-
ticn {Scheduled Castes) O
der, 50, which mandates
that “no person who pro
fesses a religion different
from Hinduism shall b
dieemed to be a member of
a Scheduled Caste®. The

Sikh relimon was added o
the ambit of Clause 3 in
1956, The provision was
further amended in 1990
tor imclude persons profess.
ing Buddirism,

=This bar under Clawse
3 of the Constitution (Sche
duled Castes) Grder, 1950
is categorical and abso-
lute,” Justioe Mishra, who
authored the judgment, in-
terpreted the 1950 Order.

Appeal by convert

The court was hearing an
appeal filed by Chinghaca
Anand, who was born a
Hindu-Madiga (Scheduled
Caste)l bur comverted o
Christianity to become a
pastor,

Mr. Anand had filed a
case under the Scheduled
Castes  and  Scheduled
Tribwes  (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act of FaES after
he alleged that he had sul-
fered repeated attacks and
caste slurs,

The Andhra Pradesh

Petitioner hled an appeal under the 5C Act of 1989,
alleging he suffered repeated attacks and caste slurs

ldentity question

The top court said that a person professing a religion other than
those mentioned in Clavse 3 cannot be part of a scheduled casbe

m {lause Jof the
Conatitution [Scheduled

= The Sikhreligion was added to
the amisit of Clauses 3 in 1955

Castes) Order, 1550,
mandates that 'no
e whio profesies
o religion differsnt

u Thie prowision was further
amended in 1550 to include
persons profeasing Buddhism

From Hinduism shall be

of i Sehchuled Caste

S

S

High Court, in a decision in
Agaril kast year, quashed the
criminal procecdings on
the ground that Mr, Anamd
coubd o longer cladm pro-
tection under the 1989 Act
as he professed Christiani-
ty. The High Court was of
the view that the caste sys
1M was not recognised in
Christianity.

The top court drew at-
tention to the term “pro-

® The tap courl chserad that the
cigprrrid 00 b o mpimbser =

Bar i Claerse 3 is cateperical

ard abanlune” ;ﬂ_._'_,.

-

fes™ in Chawise 3 of the 1950
Orcler.

“The term “profess” con-
motes to pulblicly declare or
practice a religion. 18 e
sence lies in the open ave-
wal of one's religious be-
liefs im @& manner
discermibie to the public at
large. It is not merely a
question of personal belief
or private comviction, but
requires an oarvward manif-

egtation of ones  faith.
Christianity, by its very the-
ological foundation, does
not recognise or incorpo-
rate the institution of
caste,”  Justive  Mishra
agreed with the High
Court.

The top coarn said a con-
vert who did not profess
any of the three religions
Hindwizm, Buddhism, and
Sikhism - in Clause 2 of the
1950 Order coadd not cladm
any “statutory benefit, pro-
tection, reservation or en-
titlement™ of a Scheduled
Caste (5C) member. Justice
Mishra saidd the bar admic-
te] o exception,

“A person who profess-
es and practices such reli-
gion for personal, social
and spiritual purposes can-
mot, in kaw, assert member-
ship of a Scheduled Caste
for the purpose of securing
statutory benefits, The two
positions are mutually ex-
Clusive and contrary to the
Constitutional  scheme,”

Justice Mishea observed,

A person claiming to
have  “re-converted” o
Hinduwism, Sikhism, or
Buddhism must “cumula
tively and conclusively es-
tablish® clear prooed of his
earlier caste; provide cred-
ible and unimpeachable
evidence of bona fide re-
conversion to the original
religion; and show satisfac-
iory evidence that mem-
bers of his orlginal casee
have accepted and assimi-
Lired  him  imo the
LTI TR

The count sald remincia-
tion of the new religion by
the convery should tran-
slate to the actual adoption
and observance of the cus-
LOHTE, WEkges, practices, ri-
tuals, and religious obliga-
tions of the original caste.

Scheduled Tribes Order
The judgment also dealt
with the Constitution
{Scheduled Tribesy Order,
1950, which did not pre-

HC had held thar the petitioner could not claim
protection under SC Act as he is a Christian now

serihe religion-based exclu-
sion as in the case of the
Scheduded Caste communi-
ty. Justice Mishra said a
person could claim bene-
fits under the Constitstion
(5T Order, 1950, only if he
o she continued to belong
1o that particular ribe “in
substamce”,

“If, dlue to conversion or
bong-term abandonment of
tribal customs, his/her tri-
bal identiry 13 in dowlbt,
that question becomes a
factual matter 1o be deter-
mined ar wekal.. I it ds
proved that the person in
guestion has  completely
renounced  himsell from
tha cusfoms, rituals and
cbver traits of his ribe, and
has assimilated inte (he
comverted religion follow-
ing the practices and cus-
toms of that particular reli-
giom, a reasonalble
inference can be drawn
that such a person shall not
be considered a part of the
ribe” the coarrt held.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Scheduled Castes (SC): Groups identified under Article 341 of the Constitution who have historically faced extreme social,
educational, and economic backwardness due to the practice of untouchability.

* Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950: The presidential order that initially identified which castes, races, or tribes are
deemed "Scheduled Castes." Crucially, Paragraph 3 of this order restricts SC status to specific religions.

* "Profess": In a legal context, this goes beyond private belief. It refers to the public declaration, open avowal, and outward
manifestation of a particular faith through practices and rituals.

* SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: A specialized law designed to prevent crimes and indignities against members of SC
and ST communities. Protection under this Act is contingent upon the victim possessing a valid SC/ST status.

* Madiga Community: A Telugu-speaking caste primarily found in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Karnataka, historically
classified as a Scheduled Caste.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Supreme Court’s reasoning centers on the "exclusive" nature of the Scheduled Caste status in relation to religious identity.

* The "Bar" of Paragraph 3: The Court held that Paragraph 3 of the 1950 Order is "categorical and absolute." It creates a legal
boundary: once a person adopts a faith outside Hinduism, Sikhism, or Buddhism, their SC status ceases immediately.

* Theological Incompatibility: The Court noted that Christianity does not recognize the caste system. Therefore, if an individual
voluntarily embraces a religion that claims to be casteless, they cannot simultaneously claim the benefits of a system (caste) that
their new faith rejects.

* The Burden of "Re-conversion": To regain SC status, the Court set a high evidentiary bar. An individual must prove their
original caste, show "unimpeachable evidence" of a bona fide return to the original faith, and demonstrate acceptance by the
original community.

* Scheduled Tribes (ST) Distinction: The Court drew a sharp contrast with Scheduled Tribes. ST status is based on ethnic and
tribal identity rather than religious affiliation. Thus, a tribal person may convert to any religion and still retain ST status, provided
they haven't abandoned their tribal customs "in substance."



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

e 1950: The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order is promulgated, limiting SC
status strictly to those professing Hinduism.

* 1956: Following the demands of the Dalit Sikh community, the Order was
amended to include Sikhism.

* 1990: After decades of advocacy by the Neo-Buddhist movement (inspired by
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar), the Order was amended to include Buddhism.

* Ongoing Legal Debate: For years, groups representing Dalit Christians and Dalit
Muslims have petitioned the courts and commissions (like the Ranganath Misra
Commission), arguing that social stigma persists even after conversion.

e Current Status (2024-2026 context): The Supreme Court has reinforced the
1950 Order, while a separate Commission (headed by K.G. Balakrishnan) continues
to examine the broader question of whether SC status should be extended to
converts of other faiths.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* Prelims (2014): Question regarding the 1950 Order and the authority to modify
the SC list.

* Mains (2022, GS2): "The local self-government system in India has not proved
to be a very effective instrument of primary healthcare and education." (Theme of
welfare for vulnerable sections).

* Mains (2023, GS1): "Is caste-based segregation a hurdle to the process of
secularism in India?"
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Assam floats tender
for satellites to
monitor floods
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Low-Earth Orbit (LEO): An orbit relatively close to the Earth's surface (typically between 160 km to 2,000 km). LEO is ideal for Earth
observation because it allows for high-resolution imaging and lower latency in data transmission.

» Satellite Constellation: A group of similar satellites working together as a system. Unlike a single satellite, a constellation provides "high
temporal resolution," meaning it can revisit and photograph the same spot on Earth multiple times a day.

* Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR): A form of radar that is used to create 2D or 3D reconstructions of objects. Unlike optical cameras, SAR
can "see" through clouds, smoke, and darkness, making it vital for Assam's monsoon season.

* Chars: These are riverine islands in the Brahmaputra river. They are geologically unstable, frequently shifting or submerging, which
makes traditional physical fencing almost impossible.

* Expression of Interest (EOI): A preliminary document used by organizations to gauge the interest of the market for a specific project
before floating a formal tender.

* National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC): A wing of ISRO responsible for managing data from aerial and satellite sources. Currently,
states must request data from NRSC rather than collecting it themselves.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Decentralization of Space Technology: The core thesis is that state governments require autonomous, real-time data to manage
localized crises without the lag time involved in requesting data from central federal agencies.

* Limitations of Physical Infrastructure: The article argues that physical barriers (fencing) are ineffective in the "char" areas. Satelli
surveillance is presented as a "virtual fence" to ensure an "infiltration-free" border.

* Multi-Purpose Utility: While primarily for floods, the satellites are intended for a "Swiss-army knife" approach: monito: ri
Corridor (national security), tracking drug trafficking, and preventing poaching in Kaziranga.

* Private Sector Integration: The project follows the "Design, Build, Launch, Operate, and Transfer" (DBLOT) mode! a growing
trust in India’s private "NewSpace" sector.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence: The Brahmaputra has always been the "Sorrow of Assam." Early flood management was
limited to embankments and local knowledge.

* Post-Independence (1950s-1980s): Focus on physical engineering—dams and spurs. The 1950 earthquake
changed the river topography, making floods more erratic.

* The Space Age (1970s-2000s): India launched IRS (Indian Remote Sensing) satellites. States began using ISRO
data for land mapping, but only as passive recipients.

* The 2020 Space Reforms: The Union government opened the space sector to private players (IN-SPACe). This
allowed entities other than ISRO to launch satellites, paving the way for a state like Assam to float its own
tender in 2025.

* Previous Years' Questions (UPSC & APSC)
* UPSC 2023 (GS3): "Discuss the role of technology in border management."
* UPSC 2016 (GS3): "The temporal and spatial variations of floods in India."

* APSC 2022 (GS3): "Discuss the impact of floods on the economy of Assam and suggest modern technological
solutions."

* UPSC 2020 (GS3): "What are the various ways in which S&T can help in disaster management?"
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When the Chief Justice steps away
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* Key Terms and Explanations
* Recusal: The act of a judge stepping down from a case to avoid a conflict of interest or the appearance of bias.
*  Example: A judge withdrawing from a case involving a company where they hold significant shares.

* Nemo Judex in Causa Sua: A Latin maxim meaning "no one should be a judge in their own cause." It is a foundational pillar of natural
justice.

* Doctrine of Necessity: A legal principle allowing an otherwise disqualified judge to hear a case if no other competent tribunal can be
formed.

* Example: If a law affects the salaries of all judges, they must still hear the challenge because there is no "non-interested" judge
available.

* Master of the Roster: The administrative power of the CJI to constitute benches and allocate cases to fellow judges.

* CEC and EC Appointment Act, 2023: A new law that replaced the CJI on the selection committee for Election Commissioners with a Union
Cabinet Minister, giving the Executive a 2:1 majority over the Opposition.

* Pecuniary Interest: A financial interest in the outcome of a case.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core of the discussion revolves around the tension between Individual Conscience and Institutional Obligation.

* The Conflict of Interest: CJI Surya Kant recused himself because the law being challenged involves the removal of the CJI from a selection
panel. Hearing the case would mean the Cll is deciding on his own "powers" or "office," creating a classic conflict.

* The Problem of "Line of Succession": The CJI directed that the case be heard by judges who are not in line to become the CJI. The article
argues this is problematic because it treats future Clls as having an inherent bias before they've even looked at the file.

* Departure from Precedent (NJAC): In the 2015 NJAC case, Justice Khehar refused to recuse despite being in line for CJI. He argued that since
the law affected the entire judiciary, the "Doctrine of Necessity" applied.

* Lack of Codification: Unlike the US, India has no statutory law (like 28 U.S. Code § 455) that mandates when a judge must step down. It
remains a matter of "judicial discretion."



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence/Early Years: Strict adherence to "Pecuniary Interest"
(financial bias). Even a tiny financial stake led to automatic disqualification.

* Manak Lal v. Dr. Prem Chand (1957): The Supreme Court shifted the focus
toward the "real likelihood of bias."

* Ranjit Thakur v. Union of India (1987): Established the "Reasonable
Apprehension" test. It’s not about whether the judge is biased, but whether a
reasonable person would perceive them to be.

* Second Judges Case (1993): Solidified the seniority convention for ClI
appointments, which ironically makes "potential ClIs" easy to identify for recusal
purposes today.

* NJAC Case (2015): A landmark moment where the court prioritized the
"Doctrine of Necessity" over individual recusal to ensure the institution could
function.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

e UPSC 2023 (GS-Il): "The local self-government system in India has not proved
to be a very effective instrument of governance..." (Indirectly related to
institutional effectiveness).

* UPSC 2019 (GS-Il): "Examine the scope of Judicial Review of the High Courts..."

* UPSC 2020 (Ethics): "Identify the ethical dilemmas faced by public servants..."
(Directly applies to Conflict of Interest).

* APSC 2022: "Discuss the powers and functions of the Election Commission of
India."
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How BioPharma SHAKTI can transform
biologics with non-animal models
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Biologics: Unlike conventional drugs (aspirin, paracetamol) which are chemically synthesized, biologics are large, complex molecules derived from living
organisms (bacteria, yeast, or mammalian cells).

*  Example: Insulin, Monoclonal Antibodies (mAbs), and vaccines.

* Biosimilars: The "generic" version of a biologic. Because biologics are so complex, a biosimilar is "highly similar" but not an exact carbon copy of the
original drug.

* Non-Animal Methodologies (NAMs): Advanced technological replacements for animal testing.

* Organoids: Tiny, self-organized 3D tissue structures derived from stem cells that mimic the function of real organs (e.g., "mini-brains" or "mini-
livers").

* Organ-on-a-Chip: Microchips lined with living human cells that simulate the physiological response of entire organs and organ systems.
* 3D Bioprinting: Using "bio-ink" (cells) to print 3D tissue structures, allowing for the study of drug penetration in complex tumors.
* Preclinical Trials: The stage of research where a drug is tested for safety and efficacy before it is ever given to a human.

* Patent Evergreening: A strategy used by pharmaceutical companies to extend their patents by making minor "improvements" to a drug, preventing
cheaper biosimilars from entering the market.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Failure of Animal Proxies: The core thesis is that animal models are often biologically "silent" or "misleading" regarding human responses. The
Northwick Park Tragedy (2006) serves as a grim reminder that a drug safe in monkeys can be fatal in humans due to subtle receptor differences.

* Precision of Biologics: Biologics work by binding to specific human receptors. If an animal lacks that exact receptor, the test is moot. NAMs solve this by
using actual human cells.

* The Economic Imperative: Transitioning to NAMs isn't just ethical; it’s efficient. Organ-on-chip tech can reduce drug development costs by up to 26%
and speed up the "lead optimization" phase significantly.

* The Indian Context: While India has the scientific talent (90+ labs) and the policy intent (Biopharma SHAKTI), there is a massive "lab-to-market" gap.
The industry still prefers the "tried and tested" animal models because NAMs lack standardized, reproducible protocols.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence to 1960s: Limited drug regulation; heavy reliance on
traditional medicine and imported Western chemical drugs.

* The 1970 Patent Act: India moved to "process patents," allowing the domestic
industry to reverse-engineer drugs, making India the "Pharmacy of the World."

* 2006 Northwick Park Incident: A global turning point highlighting the danger of
relying solely on animal data for monoclonal antibodies.

* 2023 Amendment: India’s New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules were amended to
allow the use of non-animal methods for drug testing, marking a massive
legislative shift.

* 2026 Union Budget: The announcement of Biopharma SHAKTI with a 10,000
crore outlay to specifically target biologics and biosimilars.

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC 2022 (GS3): "What are the research and developmental achievements in
applied biotechnology? How will these achievements help to uplift the poorer
sections of the society?"

* UPSC 2019 (GS3): "How can biotechnology help to improve the living standards
of farmers?" (Note: Theme of Biotech application).

* UPSC 2017 (GS3): "What is the application of somatic cell nuclear transfer
technology?"

* Ethics (Case Study): Often asks about the conflict between pharmaceutical
profits and public health/animal ethics.
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Trump discusses Strait of
Hormuz, conflict in West
Asia during call with Modi
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* Key Terms and Explanations

e Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world’s most important oil
chokepoint.

* Example: Imagine a single, narrow gate through which 20% of the world’s daily oil supply must pass; if the gate closes, global
prices skyrocket.

*  West Asia: Often referred to as the Middle East, this region is India’s "Extended Neighbourhood" and a primary source of energy and
remittances.

* De-escalation: A diplomatic or military process aimed at reducing the intensity of a conflict to prevent full-scale war.
* Punitive Tariffs: Taxes imposed by one country on another as a form of punishment or leverage.
* Context: The U.S. previously used these to discourage India from buying Russian oil.

» Strategic Autonomy: India’s policy of making independent foreign policy decisions based on national interest, rather than joining a
specific power bloc.

* LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas): A fuel used widely in Indian households for cooking. India is the world’s second-largest importer,
making it highly sensitive to supply chain breaks.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis of the current situation is the rebalancing of India’s energy and trade interests under the pressure of a regional war
and a transactional U.S. presidency.
* The Energy Dilemma: India’s heavy reliance on the Strait of Hormuz for crude and LPG makes any disruption a direct threat to
domestic inflation and food security
* U.S.-India-Russia Triangle: The article highlights a significant policy shift. While the U.S. initially penalized India for buying Russian
oil, the West Asian crisis has forced Washington to relax these sanctions to keep global oil supply stable

* Diplomatic Mediation: India is positioning itself as a proponent of "dialogue and diplomacy," engaging with all sides (lran, U.S.,
Israel, and Russia) to ensure the Strait remains open

* Trade as a Tool: The "pause" on the India-U.S. trade deal suggests that trade is no longer just about economics; it is being used as a
strategic lever in wartime negotiations



&
e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1990s: India’s West Asia policy was largely pro-Arab and focused on
"Non-Alignment." Energy security was important but not as critical to a smaller
economy.

* 1990s - 2010s: The Look West Policy emerged. India began "de-hyphenating"
its ties (engaging with Israel and Iran/Palestine separately).

* 2019-2020: Under U.S. pressure, India zeroed out its oil imports from Iran,
marking a significant shift in its energy basket.

* 2022-2024: Post-Ukraine war, India defied Western sanctions to buy
discounted Russian oil, asserting its strategic autonomy.

* 2025-2026 (Present): The Trump administration initially applied high tariffs
to curb Russian oil purchases but has now reversed course due to the West
Asian conflict's threat to global energy stability.

* Previous Years' Questions (UPSC)

* 2023 (GS-2): "The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger US-
Europe strategic partnership has worked well for India." (Discuss in the context
of Russia-Ukraine).

* 2020 (GS-2): "The politics of West Asia has been a challenge for Indian
diplomacy." (Analyze).

* 2017 (GS-3): "India’s energy security is a big challenge for its growth."
(Discuss).
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US paper questions core WTO
principles ahead of key meet

NORMS EROSION. Push for reciprocity deals seen as increasing pressure on India

—
Amiti Sen
New Delhi

A US paper on WTO reforms
circulated this week ques-
tions core principles such as
the right to non-discriminat-
ory treatment under the
most  favoured  nation
(MFN) rule, special and dif-
ferential treatment for de-
veloping countries, and the
consensus-based  decision-
making that underpins the
multilateral svstem, raising
pressure on Indiaand several
other developing economies.
Released just days before
the l4th WTO Ministerial
Conference kicks off in
Yaoundé¢ on March 26-29,
the paper pushes for a path-
way to plurilateral agree-
ments (not including the en-
tire  membership) and
questions the continued scif-
designation of developing
country status by larger eco-
nomics, cven though no
country is namexd directly,

BIG BIAS. The latest paper was an attempt by the US to justify
its policy of discriminating between trade partners, say experts

Experts cautioned that
the latest paper was yet an-
other attempt by the US to
justify its policy of discrimin-
ating between trade partners
and undermine the institu-
tion's foundation principles.

The US submission noted
that a paper on WTO re-
forms submitted by Wash-
ington in December 2025
had resulted in exchange of
papers from other countries
showing the strength of a
growing member-driven
conversation on reform,

“Such a conversation is
both healthy and necessary if
the WTO is to be relevant

and meaningfully contribute
as the world transitions to a

new  economic  order
premised on reciprocity and
balance and oriented toward
serving concrete national in-
terests,” it said.

FRANK DISCUSSION
The US believes members
need 1o rethink how the
MFN principle functions in
its current form and embark
on a frank discussion of the
link between MFN and reci-
procity, which itself is a bed-
rock WTO founding prin-
ciple, it stated.

This comes amid ongoing

resistance from India and
some other members to of-
forts to integrate the Invest-
ment Facilitation for Devel-
opment agreement into the
WTO's formal structure,
These countries maintain
that bringing plurilaterals
into the multilateral system
without full consensus risks
undermining the institu-
tion's foundational
principles.

RULE-BASED SYSTEM
“Trump has been undermin-
ing the WTO's rule based
system. Now he wants to in-
stitutionalise it Taking away
MFN and linking it with reci-
procity will give US the free-
dom to discriminate against
countries,” pointed out trade
expert Biswajit Dhar.

Pushing for plurilaterals is
another way of bringing in
mayhem as a group of coun-
tries can stand up anytime
and start negotiations on any
issue without consent of oth-
ers, Dhar noted,




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Most Favored Nation (MFN): The cornerstone of the WTO. It requires that a country cannot discriminate between its trading partners. If
you grant someone a special favor (such as a lower customs duty rate for one of their products), you must do the same for all other WTO
members.

* Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT): Provisions that give developing countries special rights, such as longer timeframes to
implement agreements or technical assistance.

* Plurilateral Agreements: Trade deals involving a group of WTO members who want to move faster on specific issues (e.g., E-commerce
or Investment Facilitation) without requiring the consent of the entire 164-member body.

* Reciprocity: The principle that trade concessions should be mutual. The US argues that if it opens its markets, others (especially large
developing ones like India or China) must offer equivalent market access.

* Consensus-based Decision Making: The rule that every single WTO member must agree (or at least not formally object) for a new rule to
be adopted.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core debate centers on the transition from a rule-based global order to a power-based bilateral/plurilateral order.

* The US Position: Washington argues that the "Consensus" model leads to paralysis. They seek a "new economic order" based on
Reciprocity and Balance. They contend that "self-designation" as a developing country allows major economies to enjoy S&DT benefits they
no longer need, creating an unfair playing field.

* The Developing World’s Response (India/South Africa): Experts argue this is an attempt to institutionalize discrimination. By
MFN to reciprocity, the US can cherry-pick partners, effectively dismantling the "non-discriminatory" pillar of global trade.

* The Plurilateral Threat: There is a push to integrate "Investment Facilitation for Development" into the WTO. India re ring it
bypasses the multilateral mandate and allows a "coalition of the willing" to dictate terms to the rest of the world.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1947 (The Protectionist Era): High tariffs and "beggar-thy-neighbor"
policies led to the Great Depression.

* 1947 (GATT): The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade was
established to lower barriers through MFN.

e 1995 (WTO Birth): The Marrakesh Agreement created a formal body with
a dispute settlement mechanism.

* 2001 (Doha Development Agenda): Aimed to lower trade barriers for
developing nations but eventually stalled due to disagreements over
agriculture and industrial tariffs.

* 2017-Present (The Crisis Era): The US began blocking the appointment of
judges to the Appellate Body, effectively "killing" the WTQ’s ability to
enforce rules. The current papers represent the next step: moving from
breaking the rules to rewriting them.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* Mains (2017): "What are the key areas of reform if the WTO has to
survive in the present context of ‘Trade War’?"

* Mains (2016): "Discuss the impact of WTO on Indian Agriculture."

* Prelims (2015): Which of the following is/are the mission of WTO?
(Concepts of MFN/S&DT).
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Centre sets up 7empowered
teams to fight effects of war

The groups were formed on the lines of a similar exercise during covid, Modi says
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Empowered Groups (EGs): High-level committees consisting of Secretary-level officers with the
authority to make quick, binding decisions.

* Example: During the COVID-19 pandemic, EGs were used to manage oxygen supply and
vaccination rollouts.

* Strait of Hormuz: A narrow, strategically vital waterway between the Gulf of Oman and the
Persian Gulf. It is the world's most important oil transit chokepoint.

* Energy Diversification: The strategy of sourcing energy (crude oil, gas) from multiple countries
and different types of energy (renewable vs. fossil) to reduce dependency on a single volatile
region.

* Price Volatility: Rapid and unpredictable changes in the price of commodities like petrol or
fertilizers, which can cause inflation.

* Supply Chain Resilience: The ability of a trade network to anticipate, resist, and recover from
disruptions (like war or blockades).

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis of the government's stance is Pre-emptive Crisis Mitigation.

* The Gravity of the Situation: The West Asia conflict is not seen as a local skirmish but as a
"global energy shock." The disruption of the Strait of Hormuz is flagged as a primary threat to
India’s energy lifeline.

* The 'India First' Approach: This involves a shift from passive observation to active diplomatic
and logistical maneuvering to ensure that domestic needs—fuel for transport and fertilizer for
farmers—are met regardless of global chaos.

* Institutional Response: The creation of seven specialized Empowered Groups suggests that the
government views the impact as multi-sectoral (Logistics, Economy, Communication, etc.),
requiring more than just a diplomatic response.

* Diaspora Safety: With nearly 10 million Indians in the Gulf, the Prime Minister links national
security directly to the safety of the Indian diaspora, highlighting the "Human Element" of the
crisis.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1991: India relied heavily on Soviet oil and traditional
Gulf partners. The 1990 Gulf War led to a massive Balance of
Payments (BoP) crisis, highlighting India’s vulnerability.

* Post-Liberalization (1990s-2000s): India began expanding
its footprint in the Middle East while seeking "Energy Security"
through equity oil (investing in foreign fields via ONGC Videsh).

* Strategic Petroleum Reserves (2000s-Present): India built
underground salt caverns to store oil for emergencies
(Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, and Padur).

* The "Link West" Policy (Current): Under the current
administration, India has deepened ties with UAE, Saudi
Arabia, and Israel simultaneously, moving away from "Non-
Alignment" toward "Multi-Alignment.”

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains 2022 (GS-2): "India is a third-world country and
its foreign policy is still characterized by the pursuit of national
interest." Discuss.

* UPSC Mains 2017 (GS-3): "India’s energy security is a
pragmatic part of its foreign policy." Elaborate.

* UPSC Prelims (General): Questions frequently appear on
the location of the Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, and OPEC
countries.
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e LEGAL

Do protections for SCs carry over with conversion? What law says

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, March 24

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday held thata
person who has converted to Christianity
cannot continue to claim the protections
availabletothe Scheduled Castes (SCs).
Thebench comprising Justices Prashant
Kumar Mishra and Manmohan upheld an
AndhraPradesh High Court’sorder andsaid
thatother than Hinduism, Sikhismor Bud-
dhism, “a person cannot simultaneously
profess and practice a religion... and claim
membership of a Scheduled Caste at the
same time”. The bar, the top courtsaid, is
“absolute” and admits “no exceptions”.
Theordersitsatthejunction oftwoideas.
One is the Constitutional design of the SC
status, which is as much a social identity as
alegal recognition defined through the Con-
stitution(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950. The
otheris caste-based discrimination, which
hasbeen shown to persisteven afterconver-
sion, including among Dalit Christians.

Thecase
The case arose froma 2021 complaintby

an Andhra Pradesh pastor which alleged that
he had been repeatedly abused using caste
slurs, threatened with death and assaulted.

Police registered acaseunder the Sched-
uled Casteand Scheduled Tribe (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act. They also invoked the
IPC’s criminal provisions of wrongful re-
straint, criminal intimidation and hurt.

Theaccused moved the Andhra Pradesh
High Court saying the pastor could not claim
tobe amember ofan SCor invoketheSC/ST
Actbecause hehad converted to Christian-
ity years ago.

The complainant countered thisbyrely-
ingon his caste certificate identifying him
asa Hindu-Madiga, a recognised SC, and ar-
gued that caste, being linked to birth, does
not disappear with conversion.

The Andhra Pradesh HC in April 2025
said the “caste system is alien to Christian-
ity” and that the SC/ST Act cannot be in-
voked by someone who doesn’t fall within
the ambit of that definition.

The court also held that there were in-
consistenciesinthe witnessstatementsand
that continuing the proceedings would sub-
jectthe accused toanunnecessary trial.

Religionand

reservation

® Caste-baseddis-
crimination is known
to persist aftercon-
version, including
among Dalit Chris-
tians

® Butthelawbars
anyone professing a
religion otherthan
Hinduism, Sikhismor
Buddhism from
beingtreated asa
member of aSched-
uled Caste

The law

The court’sreasoningon conversion and
SCstatusrested on Constitutionaland statu-
tory rules that tie caste identity to the re-
ligion a person professes. This framework
begins with the Constitution (Scheduled
Caste) Order, 1950, issued underArticle 341.
Paragraph 3ofthe Orderstatesthat, “no per-
sonwho professes a religion different from
the Hindu, theSikh or the Buddhist religion
shall be deemed to be memberof aSched-
uled Caste.” The law thus treats conversion
to Christianity asapointat which the Sched-
uled Caste status ends.

This classification is reinforced by the
Constitution itself. Article 366(24) defines
Scheduled Castes as those groups notified
by the President under Article 341. Both
provisions work in tandem, and the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act adoptsthe
samedefinitions. Theresult isthat the legal
identity of a personas aScheduled Caste is
inseparable from the religion they profess.

What the top court held

The Supreme Court bench held that
there was no claim of reconversion or re-

entry into the caste community. Instead, the
record showed that the appellant “continues
to profess Christianity and has been func-
tioning as a pastor for over adecade”.

Thecourtreturned tothe 1950 order and
underlined its effect. It described it as “cat-
egorical and unambiguous™

“Irrespective of the appellant’s caste of
origin, he cannotbe deemed tobea member
ofaScheduled Caste,” the courtsaid. Theef-
fect of conversion, it added, is immediate:
“Oncethe appellant convertedto Christian-
ity, the caste status, which he earlier en-
joyed...stood eclipsed in the eyes of law.”

Onthecastecertificate, the courtdrewa
linebetween paperwork and law. “Mere pos-
session of the certificate will not be of any
benefit,” the court said, stressing that such
certificates must operate “in consonance
with the Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
Order,1950™

The court also clarified that the position
isdifferent for Scheduled Tribes, where re-
ligion isnot the determining factor. Buteven
there, it said, identity depends on whether
aperson continuestobe partof the commu-
nity interms of customsand recognition.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Article 341: Empowers the President to specify the castes, races, or tribes which shall be deemed to be
Scheduled Castes in relation to a State or Union Territory.

» Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950: A Presidential order that initially stated only Hindus could be
deemed members of Scheduled Castes. It was later amended to include Sikhs (1956) and Buddhists (1990).

« "Profess" a Religion: Legally, this implies more than private belief; it refers to a public declaration, the
practice of rituals, and an outward manifestation of faith that the world can recognize.

» SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: A special law designed to prevent indignities and offenses against
SC/ST members. Crucially, the "victim" must legally fall under the definition of SC or ST to invoke this Act.

* Doctrine of Eclipse (in this context): The Court used this to explain that once a person converts to a non-
recognized religion (like Christianity), their SC status is "eclipsed" or hidden by law, making them ineligible for
specific statutory protections.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core of the legal debate rests on whether caste is an immutable identity of birth or a socio-legal status
tied to a specific religious fold.

* The Mutual Exclusivity Argument: The Court argued that Christianity and Islam are theoretically "casteless"
religions. Therefore, a person cannot claim to belong to a religion that rejects caste while simultaneously seeking
benefits based on a caste identity.

* The "Outward Manifestation" Test: The appellant’s role as a Pastor was a definitive public declaration of his
faith. This superseded his "Hindu-Madiga" caste certificate.

* The Protective Scope: The SC/ST Act is "protective legislation." If the person no longer fits the legal definition
of the "protected class" (due to conversion), the special machinery of the Act cannot be triggered, even if the
nature of the abuse was casteist.

* The Counter-Argument (Persistence of Stigma): The appellant argued that conversion does not erase the
"stigma of birth." In Indian society, a Dalit who converts to Christianity is often still viewed and discriminated
against as a Dalit by the majority community.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1950: The original Presidential Order limits SC status to
Hindus, based on the logic that untouchability was a practice
unique to the Hindu social order.

* 1956: Following the Neo-Buddhist movement and political
pressure, the Order was amended to include Sikhs.

e 1990: The Order was further amended to include Buddhists,
recognizing that many Dalits converted to Buddhism to escape
the caste system but remained socially and economically
backward.

* Current Status: Petitions remain pending before the
Supreme Court regarding the inclusion of Dalit Christians and
Dalit Muslims, arguing that their socio-economic conditions
have not improved despite conversion.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions (Relevant)

* GS 2(2017): "Whether the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes can settle the disputes of religious nature?"

* GS1(2020): "Has caste lost its relevance in understanding
the multi-cultural Indian Society?"

* GS 2(2022): Discuss the role of the Vice-President as the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha (context: many of these legal
changes happen via Parliamentary amendments).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Intermediaries: Entities that store or transmit data on
behalf of others (e.g., X, Meta, Google). Under the IT Act, they
usually enjoy "Safe Harbour" (protection from liability for user
content) as long as they follow government "due diligence"
rules.

* Section 69(A) of the IT Act, 2000: The primary legal
provision allowing the Central Government to issue directions
to block public access to any information in the interest of
sovereignty, integrity of India, defense, or public order.

» Safe Harbour: A legal doctrine that protects platforms from
being sued for what their users post. If a platform fails to
comply with takedown orders within the stipulated time, it
risks losing this immunity.

* Section 79(3)(b): A provision where an intermediary is
required to remove content upon receiving "actual knowledge"
or being notified by the appropriate government agency that
the content is being used to commit an unlawful act.

* Non-Consensual Intimate Imagery (NCIl): Often referred to
as "revenge porn," this involves sharing private, sexual images
without the subject's consent.

* Sahyog Portal: A government-run platform (under the
Home Ministry) used to coordinate the reporting and removal
of unlawful content, particularly related to cybercrime.




* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Core Thesis

* The government is moving toward a "real-time" censorship model,
transitioning from a 24-36 hour window to a 2-3 hour window, and potentially a
1-hour window. This is driven by the logic that "virality" happens in minutes,
rendering delayed takedowns ineffective.

* Supporting Evidence for Regulation

* Preventing Virality: Harmful content (riots, misinformation, NCII) spreads
exponentially. A 24-hour delay allows the damage to become irreversible.

* Technical Capability: The government argues that large tech firms have the Al
and human resources to act within minutes, not hours.

* Compliance Record: Recent adherence to the 2-3 hour window is being used
as a "litmus test" to justify further shortening the timeline.

* Counterarguments and Concerns

* Operational Feasibility: Meta and others argue that such short windows are
"challenging" and may lead to "over-blocking" where platforms delete safe
content just to avoid legal penalties.

* Democratic Chilling Effect: Rapid takedowns often bypass deep scrutiny.
Satire, dissent, and "anti-establishment" commentary may be caught in the
crossfire of automated or rushed moderation.

* Centralization of Power: Expanding blocking powers to multiple ministries
(Home, Defence, etc.) decentralizes the authority to block but centralizes control
over the narrative.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-2000: Digital content was largely unregulated; the internet was in its infancy in
India.

* 2000: Passage of the Information Technology Act, providing the first legal
framework for electronic commerce and cybercrimes.

* 2008-2009: Major amendments introduced Section 66A (later struck down) and
Section 69A, giving the government specific blocking powers.

e 2015: Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India: The Supreme Court struck down Section
66A (vague speech) but upheld Section 69A, emphasizing that blocking must follow
procedural safeguards.

e 2021: The IT Rules, 2021 were notified, introducing the 24-36 hour takedown
window and the "Grievance Redressal Officer" requirement.

* 2023-2024: Amendments further compressed timelines to 2-3 hours and introduced
a "Fact Check Unit" (currently under legal scrutiny).

e 2025-2026 (Current): Exploration of the 1-hour "hyper-takedown" window and
broadening the definition of "obscene" or "harmful" content.

* Previous Years' UPSC Questions
* 2014 (GS 3): "Cyber warfare has become a new threat to the world... Elaborate."

* 2017 (GS 2): "The exercise of freedom of speech and expression in the digital age
faces unique challenges."

* 2021 (GS 3): "What are the internal security challenges faced by India as part of the
dissemination of fake news and propaganda through social media?"

e 2020 (Prelims): Questions on the "Right to Privacy" (Puttaswamy Case).
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Presumption about short careers
hurting women ofﬁcers, says SC

FIGHTING BIAS. Ruling affirms women's right to equal opportunities and permanent commission

Krizhnadas Rajagopal

My Dapiii

The Sup-:n.'mu-'l.'.'du.lrl om Tues
day declared thar systembc
and long-held presumiprion
that women officers had no
abEtantivie ar ]brl.E-'I.-l.'r:'n &a-
reet im the armed forees led
to an uneven plaving fiekd,
cripp'li:ng thear chances for
peTmanen comimission.

A three-judge  Bench,
hegded by Chief Justice of
India Surya Bant, upheld
permanent commission and
o ent pensionary be-
el for batches of women
officers in the Indian Army,
the Indian Air Force and the
Indian Z‘-.‘:'l.r:r'. The court L
held the women officers’

o equal |Eapurtunll:}'
and ereatment and digniey in

thirce separate judgmenss, all
suthared by  the Chief
Justice.

The appellan-women of-
ficers were represenied by
senior advocates Rekha Palli,
vV Mohana and Menaka
Guraswanry, and advocates

EQUAL RIGHTS. The Supréme Court Said wamen cihoeri
wiro rautinely assigned “average or meddling scores”

F‘mjn [har, Abhimamue
Shreatha, Anshuman Ashok
and Sudbanshu 5 Pandey.
Additional Soficitor Generl
A.L-:hwn.jm::!lnpumm-ml
the Centre.

CAHEER PROGEESSION

The judgment found that the
annual confidential reports
(ACRs) of Short Service
Commission  Women Of-
ficers  (SSCWOs)  were
graded casually for wvears,
withawe mdpjd,qfl;m thetr salt-
ability for carcer progres-
£3091, u.ﬁ.-i:ting their overall
comparative mert with thelr
male counterpans.

“Since they (SSCWOs)
had ne seope for carver pro-
gression, the assessing of-

ficers graded their ACKs cas-
ually and 0 them |ower
geores,” Chief Justice EKam
ohserved.

“This :I.'H.lll'n.]'l-tilm:l’{!!.‘l.ﬂil:d
in a casual appreach towards
assesement, with hilth..r
grades being informally re-
served for male S5C0s who
were eligible for permament
commisgon (PG} and for
whom such grades would
materially affect their fRiture
prospects,” he said.

The Supreme Court sxid
women  officers were

rowtinely assigned “average
or middfing scores",

The cumukitive con
seqaence of the systemic low
grading given to them found
them wn oire straics when
cvents bed to the Supremse
Court's mu'll;ipl-r interven
tions and judgments uphold-
ing SSCWOS" Aghts

“This phenomenon (Jow
grading) came back o haunt
the SSCW0s as they were
subsequently and quite ab-
ruptly placed In a com
tl.uFLl'l Iﬁ:uFIP'E' with their lmTh
counterparts, whoe did met
I.ITI-'.'|H:_E1.‘-' such himdmances in

over the course of
thm ccade-long service. It
is, thercfore, not surprising
to us that the dsfferential
treatment meted owt 1o of-
fcers “with a future” in the
Army and those desmid to
be without one has resulted
in an uncquul |1I:.:.."|r|g feeld,”
Chicf Justace Kant observed.

SERVICE FROFILE

The Chief Justice agreed
with the S50W0s than they
were neither  incentivised

V %

nor recommended for var-
oIS career-crhancing
pOUrses durinl.: thirir service,
The result was n diminished
service profle.

“The incluston of
S8CWOs in the mope of con-
sidemation for MG is not a
matter ol discretion, bat af
constiutional  obligation.
Any expectation to the con-
trary is inherently ':]ln.-gil:i:rn
are,” the topooart beld.

VACANCY CAF

"l the imstant case, when
S5CW0s have been found o
suffer the cumulative effects
af an unfair evaluative re-
ghmsi, the mvocatbon of the
vacancy cap as a shield
.'-lguim:r.'t remmedial | action
would be unfair 1o sustain,
f}wing £o this, the n.-.«:and-
ents’ [(Umion  government)
plea regarding the sanctity of
the ceiling on vacancies falls
flat,” Chief Justice Kam
noved. [t sald the armed
forces need not hold any an-
(s ]T=1 cap o L vacamcies
“meither  SacroSancl  [mor
immutable”,



* Key Terms and Explanations

* Permanent Commission (PC): A career in the armed forces until retirement.
Unlike short-tenure contracts, PC offers job security, higher ranks, and pension
benefits.

* Short Service Commission (SSC): An initial period of service (usually 10-14
years). Historically, many women were restricted to this, meaning they had to
leave the force mid-career without a pension.

* Annual Confidential Report (ACR): The performance appraisal system used in
the military. It determines promotions and suitability for PC.

* Vacancy Cap: A limit set by the government on how many officers can be
granted PC in a given year. The Court ruled this cannot be used to deny rights to
women who were victims of past bias.

* Pensionary Benefits: Financial security provided after retirement. In the
military, a minimum of 20 years of service is typically required to earn a pension,
which SSC officers often could not reach.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The "Middling Score" Trap: The Court observed that because women werg
expected to leave after 10-14 years, evaluators didn't take their appraisals
seriously, often giving them "average" scores.

* Uneven Playing Field: Male SSC officers were always seen as potential PC
candidates, so they were given better assignments and higher grades. This
created a gap when women were finally allowed to compete for PC.

* Constitutional Obligation: The Bench emphasized that granting PC is not &n
act of "charity" by the state but a constitutional mandate under Articles 14
(Equality) and 15 (Non-discrimination).

* Rejection of the Vacancy Argument: The Centre argued that there aren't
enough slots (vacancies) for PC. The Court rejected this, stating that
administrative hurdles or "caps" cannot override fundamental rights.




* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1992: Women were first inducted into the Indian Army as officers in non-medical roles (SSC only).

* 2003-2006: Petitions were filed in the Delhi High Court seeking Permanent Commission for women.

* 2010: The Delhi HC ruled in favor of women officers, but the government appealed to the Supreme Court.

* 2020 (Babita Puniya Case): The Supreme Court ordered that all women SSC officers be eligible for PC, regardless of their years of service,
dismissing "biological" arguments against them.

* 2021 (Lt. Col. Nitisha Case): The Court struck down discriminatory "medical fitness" criteria that applied standards to women in their 40s
that were meant for men in their 20s.

* 2024-2026 (Present Ruling): The Court addresses the "casual grading" of ACRs and ensures that past systemic bias does not prevent
women from receiving pensions and promotions today.

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

* Mains (2020): "Can the strategy of regional-resource based manufacturing help in promoting employment in India?" (Indirectly related to
workforce diversity).

* Mains (2019): "What are the continued challenges for women in India against the time and space?"

* Mains (2021): "Discuss the desirability of greater representation of women in the higher judiciary to ensure diversity, equity and
inclusiveness." (Parallel theme).
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