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• Key Terms and Explanations

• Scheduled Castes (SC): Groups identified under Article 341 of the Constitution who have historically faced extreme social, 
educational, and economic backwardness due to the practice of untouchability.

• Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950: The presidential order that initially identified which castes, races, or tribes are 
deemed "Scheduled Castes." Crucially, Paragraph 3 of this order restricts SC status to specific religions.

• "Profess": In a legal context, this goes beyond private belief. It refers to the public declaration, open avowal, and outward 
manifestation of a particular faith through practices and rituals.

• SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: A specialized law designed to prevent crimes and indignities against members of SC 
and ST communities. Protection under this Act is contingent upon the victim possessing a valid SC/ST status.

• Madiga Community: A Telugu-speaking caste primarily found in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Karnataka, historically 
classified as a Scheduled Caste.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Supreme Court’s reasoning centers on the "exclusive" nature of the Scheduled Caste status in relation to religious identity.

• The "Bar" of Paragraph 3: The Court held that Paragraph 3 of the 1950 Order is "categorical and absolute." It creates a legal 
boundary: once a person adopts a faith outside Hinduism, Sikhism, or Buddhism, their SC status ceases immediately.

• Theological Incompatibility: The Court noted that Christianity does not recognize the caste system. Therefore, if an individual 
voluntarily embraces a religion that claims to be casteless, they cannot simultaneously claim the benefits of a system (caste) that 
their new faith rejects.

• The Burden of "Re-conversion": To regain SC status, the Court set a high evidentiary bar. An individual must prove their 
original caste, show "unimpeachable evidence" of a bona fide return to the original faith, and demonstrate acceptance by the 
original community.

• Scheduled Tribes (ST) Distinction: The Court drew a sharp contrast with Scheduled Tribes. ST status is based on ethnic and 
tribal identity rather than religious affiliation. Thus, a tribal person may convert to any religion and still retain ST status, provided 
they haven't abandoned their tribal customs "in substance."



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1950: The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order is promulgated, limiting SC 
status strictly to those professing Hinduism.

• 1956: Following the demands of the Dalit Sikh community, the Order was 
amended to include Sikhism.

• 1990: After decades of advocacy by the Neo-Buddhist movement (inspired by 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar), the Order was amended to include Buddhism.

• Ongoing Legal Debate: For years, groups representing Dalit Christians and Dalit 
Muslims have petitioned the courts and commissions (like the Ranganath Misra 
Commission), arguing that social stigma persists even after conversion.

• Current Status (2024-2026 context): The Supreme Court has reinforced the 
1950 Order, while a separate Commission (headed by K.G. Balakrishnan) continues 
to examine the broader question of whether SC status should be extended to 
converts of other faiths.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• Prelims (2014): Question regarding the 1950 Order and the authority to modify 
the SC list.

• Mains (2022, GS2): "The local self-government system in India has not proved 
to be a very effective instrument of primary healthcare and education." (Theme of 
welfare for vulnerable sections).

• Mains (2023, GS1): "Is caste-based segregation a hurdle to the process of 
secularism in India?"







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Low-Earth Orbit (LEO): An orbit relatively close to the Earth's surface (typically between 160 km to 2,000 km). LEO is ideal for Earth 
observation because it allows for high-resolution imaging and lower latency in data transmission.

• Satellite Constellation: A group of similar satellites working together as a system. Unlike a single satellite, a constellation provides "high 
temporal resolution," meaning it can revisit and photograph the same spot on Earth multiple times a day.

• Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR): A form of radar that is used to create 2D or 3D reconstructions of objects. Unlike optical cameras, SAR 
can "see" through clouds, smoke, and darkness, making it vital for Assam's monsoon season.

• Chars: These are riverine islands in the Brahmaputra river. They are geologically unstable, frequently shifting or submerging, which
makes traditional physical fencing almost impossible.

• Expression of Interest (EOI): A preliminary document used by organizations to gauge the interest of the market for a specific project 
before floating a formal tender.

• National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC): A wing of ISRO responsible for managing data from aerial and satellite sources. Currently, 
states must request data from NRSC rather than collecting it themselves.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Decentralization of Space Technology: The core thesis is that state governments require autonomous, real-time data to manage 
localized crises without the lag time involved in requesting data from central federal agencies.

• Limitations of Physical Infrastructure: The article argues that physical barriers (fencing) are ineffective in the "char" areas. Satellite 
surveillance is presented as a "virtual fence" to ensure an "infiltration-free" border.

• Multi-Purpose Utility: While primarily for floods, the satellites are intended for a "Swiss-army knife" approach: monitoring the Siliguri 
Corridor (national security), tracking drug trafficking, and preventing poaching in Kaziranga.

• Private Sector Integration: The project follows the "Design, Build, Launch, Operate, and Transfer" (DBLOT) model, signaling a growing 
trust in India’s private "NewSpace" sector.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: The Brahmaputra has always been the "Sorrow of Assam." Early flood management was 
limited to embankments and local knowledge.

• Post-Independence (1950s-1980s): Focus on physical engineering—dams and spurs. The 1950 earthquake 
changed the river topography, making floods more erratic.

• The Space Age (1970s-2000s): India launched IRS (Indian Remote Sensing) satellites. States began using ISRO 
data for land mapping, but only as passive recipients.

• The 2020 Space Reforms: The Union government opened the space sector to private players (IN-SPACe). This 
allowed entities other than ISRO to launch satellites, paving the way for a state like Assam to float its own 
tender in 2025.

• Previous Years' Questions (UPSC & APSC)

• UPSC 2023 (GS3): "Discuss the role of technology in border management."

• UPSC 2016 (GS3): "The temporal and spatial variations of floods in India."

• APSC 2022 (GS3): "Discuss the impact of floods on the economy of Assam and suggest modern technological 
solutions."

• UPSC 2020 (GS3): "What are the various ways in which S&T can help in disaster management?"







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Recusal: The act of a judge stepping down from a case to avoid a conflict of interest or the appearance of bias.

• Example: A judge withdrawing from a case involving a company where they hold significant shares.

• Nemo Judex in Causa Sua: A Latin maxim meaning "no one should be a judge in their own cause." It is a foundational pillar of natural 
justice.

• Doctrine of Necessity: A legal principle allowing an otherwise disqualified judge to hear a case if no other competent tribunal can be 
formed.

• Example: If a law affects the salaries of all judges, they must still hear the challenge because there is no "non-interested" judge 
available.

• Master of the Roster: The administrative power of the CJI to constitute benches and allocate cases to fellow judges.

• CEC and EC Appointment Act, 2023: A new law that replaced the CJI on the selection committee for Election Commissioners with a Union 
Cabinet Minister, giving the Executive a 2:1 majority over the Opposition.

• Pecuniary Interest: A financial interest in the outcome of a case.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core of the discussion revolves around the tension between Individual Conscience and Institutional Obligation.

• The Conflict of Interest: CJI Surya Kant recused himself because the law being challenged involves the removal of the CJI from a selection 
panel. Hearing the case would mean the CJI is deciding on his own "powers" or "office," creating a classic conflict.

• The Problem of "Line of Succession": The CJI directed that the case be heard by judges who are not in line to become the CJI. The article 
argues this is problematic because it treats future CJIs as having an inherent bias before they've even looked at the file.

• Departure from Precedent (NJAC): In the 2015 NJAC case, Justice Khehar refused to recuse despite being in line for CJI. He argued that since 
the law affected the entire judiciary, the "Doctrine of Necessity" applied.

• Lack of Codification: Unlike the US, India has no statutory law (like 28 U.S. Code § 455) that mandates when a judge must step down. It 
remains a matter of "judicial discretion."



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence/Early Years: Strict adherence to "Pecuniary Interest" 
(financial bias). Even a tiny financial stake led to automatic disqualification.

• Manak Lal v. Dr. Prem Chand (1957): The Supreme Court shifted the focus 
toward the "real likelihood of bias."

• Ranjit Thakur v. Union of India (1987): Established the "Reasonable 
Apprehension" test. It’s not about whether the judge is biased, but whether a 
reasonable person would perceive them to be.

• Second Judges Case (1993): Solidified the seniority convention for CJI 
appointments, which ironically makes "potential CJIs" easy to identify for recusal 
purposes today.

• NJAC Case (2015): A landmark moment where the court prioritized the 
"Doctrine of Necessity" over individual recusal to ensure the institution could 
function.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2023 (GS-II): "The local self-government system in India has not proved 
to be a very effective instrument of governance..." (Indirectly related to 
institutional effectiveness).

• UPSC 2019 (GS-II): "Examine the scope of Judicial Review of the High Courts..."

• UPSC 2020 (Ethics): "Identify the ethical dilemmas faced by public servants..." 
(Directly applies to Conflict of Interest).

• APSC 2022: "Discuss the powers and functions of the Election Commission of 
India."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Biologics: Unlike conventional drugs (aspirin, paracetamol) which are chemically synthesized, biologics are large, complex molecules derived from living 
organisms (bacteria, yeast, or mammalian cells).

• Example: Insulin, Monoclonal Antibodies (mAbs), and vaccines.

• Biosimilars: The "generic" version of a biologic. Because biologics are so complex, a biosimilar is "highly similar" but not an exact carbon copy of the 
original drug.

• Non-Animal Methodologies (NAMs): Advanced technological replacements for animal testing.

• Organoids: Tiny, self-organized 3D tissue structures derived from stem cells that mimic the function of real organs (e.g., "mini-brains" or "mini-
livers").

• Organ-on-a-Chip: Microchips lined with living human cells that simulate the physiological response of entire organs and organ systems.

• 3D Bioprinting: Using "bio-ink" (cells) to print 3D tissue structures, allowing for the study of drug penetration in complex tumors.

• Preclinical Trials: The stage of research where a drug is tested for safety and efficacy before it is ever given to a human.

• Patent Evergreening: A strategy used by pharmaceutical companies to extend their patents by making minor "improvements" to a drug, preventing 
cheaper biosimilars from entering the market.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Failure of Animal Proxies: The core thesis is that animal models are often biologically "silent" or "misleading" regarding human responses. The 
Northwick Park Tragedy (2006) serves as a grim reminder that a drug safe in monkeys can be fatal in humans due to subtle receptor differences.

• Precision of Biologics: Biologics work by binding to specific human receptors. If an animal lacks that exact receptor, the test is moot. NAMs solve this by 
using actual human cells.

• The Economic Imperative: Transitioning to NAMs isn't just ethical; it’s efficient. Organ-on-chip tech can reduce drug development costs by up to 26% 
and speed up the "lead optimization" phase significantly.

• The Indian Context: While India has the scientific talent (90+ labs) and the policy intent (Biopharma SHAKTI), there is a massive "lab-to-market" gap. 
The industry still prefers the "tried and tested" animal models because NAMs lack standardized, reproducible protocols.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence to 1960s: Limited drug regulation; heavy reliance on 
traditional medicine and imported Western chemical drugs.

• The 1970 Patent Act: India moved to "process patents," allowing the domestic 
industry to reverse-engineer drugs, making India the "Pharmacy of the World."

• 2006 Northwick Park Incident: A global turning point highlighting the danger of 
relying solely on animal data for monoclonal antibodies.

• 2023 Amendment: India’s New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules were amended to 
allow the use of non-animal methods for drug testing, marking a massive 
legislative shift.

• 2026 Union Budget: The announcement of Biopharma SHAKTI with a ₹10,000 
crore outlay to specifically target biologics and biosimilars.

• Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2022 (GS3): "What are the research and developmental achievements in 
applied biotechnology? How will these achievements help to uplift the poorer 
sections of the society?"

• UPSC 2019 (GS3): "How can biotechnology help to improve the living standards 
of farmers?" (Note: Theme of Biotech application).

• UPSC 2017 (GS3): "What is the application of somatic cell nuclear transfer 
technology?"

• Ethics (Case Study): Often asks about the conflict between pharmaceutical 
profits and public health/animal ethics.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world’s most important oil 
chokepoint.

• Example: Imagine a single, narrow gate through which 20% of the world’s daily oil supply must pass; if the gate closes, global 
prices skyrocket.

• West Asia: Often referred to as the Middle East, this region is India’s "Extended Neighbourhood" and a primary source of energy and 
remittances.

• De-escalation: A diplomatic or military process aimed at reducing the intensity of a conflict to prevent full-scale war.

• Punitive Tariffs: Taxes imposed by one country on another as a form of punishment or leverage.

• Context: The U.S. previously used these to discourage India from buying Russian oil.

• Strategic Autonomy: India’s policy of making independent foreign policy decisions based on national interest, rather than joining a 
specific power bloc.

• LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas): A fuel used widely in Indian households for cooking. India is the world’s second-largest importer, 
making it highly sensitive to supply chain breaks.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The core thesis of the current situation is the rebalancing of India’s energy and trade interests under the pressure of a regional war 
and a transactional U.S. presidency.
• The Energy Dilemma: India’s heavy reliance on the Strait of Hormuz for crude and LPG makes any disruption a direct threat to 
domestic inflation and food security
• U.S.-India-Russia Triangle: The article highlights a significant policy shift. While the U.S. initially penalized India for buying Russian 
oil, the West Asian crisis has forced Washington to relax these sanctions to keep global oil supply stable

• Diplomatic Mediation: India is positioning itself as a proponent of "dialogue and diplomacy," engaging with all sides (Iran, U.S., 
Israel, and Russia) to ensure the Strait remains open

• Trade as a Tool: The "pause" on the India-U.S. trade deal suggests that trade is no longer just about economics; it is being used as a 
strategic lever in wartime negotiations



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1990s: India’s West Asia policy was largely pro-Arab and focused on 
"Non-Alignment." Energy security was important but not as critical to a smaller 
economy.

• 1990s - 2010s: The Look West Policy emerged. India began "de-hyphenating" 
its ties (engaging with Israel and Iran/Palestine separately).

• 2019-2020: Under U.S. pressure, India zeroed out its oil imports from Iran, 
marking a significant shift in its energy basket.

• 2022-2024: Post-Ukraine war, India defied Western sanctions to buy 
discounted Russian oil, asserting its strategic autonomy.

• 2025-2026 (Present): The Trump administration initially applied high tariffs 
to curb Russian oil purchases but has now reversed course due to the West 
Asian conflict's threat to global energy stability.

• Previous Years' Questions (UPSC)
• 2023 (GS-2): "The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger US-
Europe strategic partnership has worked well for India." (Discuss in the context 
of Russia-Ukraine).
• 2020 (GS-2): "The politics of West Asia has been a challenge for Indian 
diplomacy." (Analyze).
• 2017 (GS-3): "India’s energy security is a big challenge for its growth." 
(Discuss).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Most Favored Nation (MFN): The cornerstone of the WTO. It requires that a country cannot discriminate between its trading partners. If 
you grant someone a special favor (such as a lower customs duty rate for one of their products), you must do the same for all other WTO 
members.

• Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT): Provisions that give developing countries special rights, such as longer timeframes to 
implement agreements or technical assistance.

• Plurilateral Agreements: Trade deals involving a group of WTO members who want to move faster on specific issues (e.g., E-commerce 
or Investment Facilitation) without requiring the consent of the entire 164-member body.

• Reciprocity: The principle that trade concessions should be mutual. The US argues that if it opens its markets, others (especially large 
developing ones like India or China) must offer equivalent market access.

• Consensus-based Decision Making: The rule that every single WTO member must agree (or at least not formally object) for a new rule to 
be adopted.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core debate centers on the transition from a rule-based global order to a power-based bilateral/plurilateral order.

• The US Position: Washington argues that the "Consensus" model leads to paralysis. They seek a "new economic order" based on 
Reciprocity and Balance. They contend that "self-designation" as a developing country allows major economies to enjoy S&DT benefits they 
no longer need, creating an unfair playing field.

• The Developing World’s Response (India/South Africa): Experts argue this is an attempt to institutionalize discrimination. By linking 
MFN to reciprocity, the US can cherry-pick partners, effectively dismantling the "non-discriminatory" pillar of global trade.

• The Plurilateral Threat: There is a push to integrate "Investment Facilitation for Development" into the WTO. India resists this, fearing it 
bypasses the multilateral mandate and allows a "coalition of the willing" to dictate terms to the rest of the world.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1947 (The Protectionist Era): High tariffs and "beggar-thy-neighbor" 
policies led to the Great Depression.

• 1947 (GATT): The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade was 
established to lower barriers through MFN.

• 1995 (WTO Birth): The Marrakesh Agreement created a formal body with 
a dispute settlement mechanism.

• 2001 (Doha Development Agenda): Aimed to lower trade barriers for 
developing nations but eventually stalled due to disagreements over 
agriculture and industrial tariffs.

• 2017–Present (The Crisis Era): The US began blocking the appointment of 
judges to the Appellate Body, effectively "killing" the WTO’s ability to 
enforce rules. The current papers represent the next step: moving from 
breaking the rules to rewriting them.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• Mains (2017): "What are the key areas of reform if the WTO has to 
survive in the present context of ‘Trade War’?"

• Mains (2016): "Discuss the impact of WTO on Indian Agriculture."

• Prelims (2015): Which of the following is/are the mission of WTO? 
(Concepts of MFN/S&DT).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Empowered Groups (EGs): High-level committees consisting of Secretary-level officers with the 
authority to make quick, binding decisions.

• Example: During the COVID-19 pandemic, EGs were used to manage oxygen supply and 
vaccination rollouts.

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow, strategically vital waterway between the Gulf of Oman and the 
Persian Gulf. It is the world's most important oil transit chokepoint.

• Energy Diversification: The strategy of sourcing energy (crude oil, gas) from multiple countries 
and different types of energy (renewable vs. fossil) to reduce dependency on a single volatile 
region.

• Price Volatility: Rapid and unpredictable changes in the price of commodities like petrol or 
fertilizers, which can cause inflation.

• Supply Chain Resilience: The ability of a trade network to anticipate, resist, and recover from 
disruptions (like war or blockades).

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis of the government's stance is Pre-emptive Crisis Mitigation.

• The Gravity of the Situation: The West Asia conflict is not seen as a local skirmish but as a 
"global energy shock." The disruption of the Strait of Hormuz is flagged as a primary threat to 
India’s energy lifeline.

• The 'India First' Approach: This involves a shift from passive observation to active diplomatic 
and logistical maneuvering to ensure that domestic needs—fuel for transport and fertilizer for 
farmers—are met regardless of global chaos.

• Institutional Response: The creation of seven specialized Empowered Groups suggests that the 
government views the impact as multi-sectoral (Logistics, Economy, Communication, etc.), 
requiring more than just a diplomatic response.

• Diaspora Safety: With nearly 10 million Indians in the Gulf, the Prime Minister links national 
security directly to the safety of the Indian diaspora, highlighting the "Human Element" of the 
crisis.









• Key Terms and Explanations

• Article 341: Empowers the President to specify the castes, races, or tribes which shall be deemed to be 
Scheduled Castes in relation to a State or Union Territory.

• Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950: A Presidential order that initially stated only Hindus could be 
deemed members of Scheduled Castes. It was later amended to include Sikhs (1956) and Buddhists (1990).

• "Profess" a Religion: Legally, this implies more than private belief; it refers to a public declaration, the 
practice of rituals, and an outward manifestation of faith that the world can recognize.

• SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: A special law designed to prevent indignities and offenses against 
SC/ST members. Crucially, the "victim" must legally fall under the definition of SC or ST to invoke this Act.

• Doctrine of Eclipse (in this context): The Court used this to explain that once a person converts to a non-
recognized religion (like Christianity), their SC status is "eclipsed" or hidden by law, making them ineligible for 
specific statutory protections.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core of the legal debate rests on whether caste is an immutable identity of birth or a socio-legal status
tied to a specific religious fold.

• The Mutual Exclusivity Argument: The Court argued that Christianity and Islam are theoretically "casteless" 
religions. Therefore, a person cannot claim to belong to a religion that rejects caste while simultaneously seeking 
benefits based on a caste identity.

• The "Outward Manifestation" Test: The appellant’s role as a Pastor was a definitive public declaration of his 
faith. This superseded his "Hindu-Madiga" caste certificate.

• The Protective Scope: The SC/ST Act is "protective legislation." If the person no longer fits the legal definition 
of the "protected class" (due to conversion), the special machinery of the Act cannot be triggered, even if the 
nature of the abuse was casteist.

• The Counter-Argument (Persistence of Stigma): The appellant argued that conversion does not erase the 
"stigma of birth." In Indian society, a Dalit who converts to Christianity is often still viewed and discriminated 
against as a Dalit by the majority community.











• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Core Thesis

• The government is moving toward a "real-time" censorship model, 
transitioning from a 24-36 hour window to a 2-3 hour window, and potentially a 
1-hour window. This is driven by the logic that "virality" happens in minutes, 
rendering delayed takedowns ineffective.

• Supporting Evidence for Regulation

• Preventing Virality: Harmful content (riots, misinformation, NCII) spreads 
exponentially. A 24-hour delay allows the damage to become irreversible.

• Technical Capability: The government argues that large tech firms have the AI 
and human resources to act within minutes, not hours.

• Compliance Record: Recent adherence to the 2-3 hour window is being used 
as a "litmus test" to justify further shortening the timeline.

• Counterarguments and Concerns

• Operational Feasibility: Meta and others argue that such short windows are 
"challenging" and may lead to "over-blocking" where platforms delete safe 
content just to avoid legal penalties.

• Democratic Chilling Effect: Rapid takedowns often bypass deep scrutiny. 
Satire, dissent, and "anti-establishment" commentary may be caught in the 
crossfire of automated or rushed moderation.

• Centralization of Power: Expanding blocking powers to multiple ministries 
(Home, Defence, etc.) decentralizes the authority to block but centralizes control
over the narrative.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-2000: Digital content was largely unregulated; the internet was in its infancy in 
India.

• 2000: Passage of the Information Technology Act, providing the first legal 
framework for electronic commerce and cybercrimes.

• 2008-2009: Major amendments introduced Section 66A (later struck down) and 
Section 69A, giving the government specific blocking powers.

• 2015: Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India: The Supreme Court struck down Section 
66A (vague speech) but upheld Section 69A, emphasizing that blocking must follow 
procedural safeguards.

• 2021: The IT Rules, 2021 were notified, introducing the 24-36 hour takedown 
window and the "Grievance Redressal Officer" requirement.

• 2023-2024: Amendments further compressed timelines to 2-3 hours and introduced 
a "Fact Check Unit" (currently under legal scrutiny).

• 2025-2026 (Current): Exploration of the 1-hour "hyper-takedown" window and 
broadening the definition of "obscene" or "harmful" content.

• Previous Years' UPSC Questions

• 2014 (GS 3): "Cyber warfare has become a new threat to the world... Elaborate."

• 2017 (GS 2): "The exercise of freedom of speech and expression in the digital age 
faces unique challenges."

• 2021 (GS 3): "What are the internal security challenges faced by India as part of the 
dissemination of fake news and propaganda through social media?"

• 2020 (Prelims): Questions on the "Right to Privacy" (Puttaswamy Case).









• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1992: Women were first inducted into the Indian Army as officers in non-medical roles (SSC only).

• 2003-2006: Petitions were filed in the Delhi High Court seeking Permanent Commission for women.

• 2010: The Delhi HC ruled in favor of women officers, but the government appealed to the Supreme Court.

• 2020 (Babita Puniya Case): The Supreme Court ordered that all women SSC officers be eligible for PC, regardless of their years of service, 
dismissing "biological" arguments against them.

• 2021 (Lt. Col. Nitisha Case): The Court struck down discriminatory "medical fitness" criteria that applied standards to women in their 40s 
that were meant for men in their 20s.

• 2024-2026 (Present Ruling): The Court addresses the "casual grading" of ACRs and ensures that past systemic bias does not prevent 
women from receiving pensions and promotions today.

• Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

• Mains (2020): "Can the strategy of regional-resource based manufacturing help in promoting employment in India?" (Indirectly related to 
workforce diversity).

• Mains (2019): "What are the continued challenges for women in India against the time and space?"

• Mains (2021): "Discuss the desirability of greater representation of women in the higher judiciary to ensure diversity, equity and 
inclusiveness." (Parallel theme).






