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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Asha: A Zoroastrian concept representing the decisive cosmic order, truth, and righteousness. It is the spiritual equivalent of the laws of
nature.

* Dharma: In the Indian context, it refers to the eternal and moral duty that maintains worldly order.

» Ta’arof: A complex Persian system of etiquette and social deference. It involves a "ritualized politeness" where individuals navigate
social hierarchies through humility and hospitality.

* Shahnameh: The "Book of Kings," an epic poem by Ferdowsi that preserved Persian history, language, and mythology after the Islamic
conquest.

* Sufism: A mystical dimension of Islam that emphasizes an inner, spiritual journey toward the Divine, often expressed through poetry
and music.

Atithi Devo Bhava: The Indian philosophical tenet from the Taittiriya Upanishad, meaning "The guest is equivalent to God."

Charbagh: A Persian-style garden layout (quadrilateral garden) divided by walkways or flowing water into four smaller parts.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

The Non-Linearity of Culture: The narrative argues that Persian culture is not a chronological list of events but a "woven carpet" where
poetry, art, and conquest coexist.

* Governance with Moral Spine: It posits that early Persian empires (Achaemenids) succeeded because they balanced raw power with
administrative principles and respect for diversity—a direct parallel to the Mauryan administration in India.

* Language as an Emotional Architect: Farsi is presented not just as a medium of communication but as a vehicle for spiritual
"technology." The poets (Rumi, Hafez) bridged the gap between the human and the divine.

* The "Intellectual Jazz" of Fusion: The convergence of Persian Sufism and Indian spirituality (Vedanta/Bhakti) created a uniq;
improvised cultural layer rather than a mere blending.

* Aesthetic Necessity: The argument suggests that for these civilizations, beauty (in geometry, gardens, and calligraphy' mental
human need, not a luxury of the elite.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Ancient Period (Achaemenid-Mauryan Linkages): Interaction between the
Achaemenid Empire and the Mahajanapadas. Influence on Ashokan edicts and
stone architecture (Persian influence on Mauryan pillars).

* Maedieval Period (Sultanate and Mughal Era): Introduction of Farsi as the
court language. The arrival of the Charbagh pattern and the dome structure.
The synthesis of Indo-Persian music and literature (Amir Khusrau).

* Colonial Period: The decline of Farsi as the official language of India
(replaced by English in 1835), though its cultural influence persisted in Urdu
and local dialects.

* Post-Independence: Diplomatic relations between modern Iran and India,
focusing on "Civilizational Dialogue" and energy security, while navigating
modern geopolitical shifts.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* GS1(2022): "The soft power of India is deeply rooted in its ancient cultural
heritage." Discuss.

* GS1(2014): "Gandhara art owes as much to the Romans as to the Greeks."
(Related to external influences on Indian art).

* GS11(2017): "India’s relations with Iran are a classic example of a
partnership constrained by third-party interests."
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Parl seats may be increased to

816 for 1/3rd women’s quota

Govt Set To
Introduce At
Least Two Bills

Kumar Rakesh and Bharfi Jain

New Delhi: Govi is looking
2t 1w bills
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* Key Terms and Explanations v
* Delimitation: The act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and State Assembly seats to represent changes in population.

ensures "One Vote, One Value."

* Constitutional Amendment (Article 368): A process to change the Constitution. To pass the women's quota, a "Special Majority" is
required (2/3rds of members present and voting, plus a majority of the total strength of the House).

*  Women’s Reservation Bill (Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam): Formally the 106th Amendment Act, which mandates 33% reservation
for women in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

* Census: The official enumeration of the population. The 2011 Census is currently the base, as the 2021 Census was delayed.

* Lame Duck/Incumbent Dynamics: The article refers to "incumbent parliamentarians not being cut loose." This refers to political
survival—increasing the total number of seats so that men don't have to lose their current seats to accommodate the 33% women's
quota.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis is a dual-track strategy to increase the size of the Lok Sabha by 50% while simultaneously implementing women's
reservation.

* The "Win-Win" Expansion: By increasing seats from 543 to 816, the government aims to add 273 seats specifically for women. This
prevents the "displacement” of existing male MPs, reducing internal party resistance.

* The Federal Compromise: Southern states fear losing political clout because their population growth has slowed compared to the
North. By increasing seats proportionally across all states (e.g., UP from 80 to 120; Kerala from 20 to 30), the relative power of each
state remains stable.

* Delinking from the Future Census: A major shift is the proposal to use 2011 Census data instead of waiting for the delayed
2021/2026 Census. This accelerates the timeline to the 2029 elections.

* Counterarguments: Opposition parties (Congress, SP) argue for a "quota within a quota" for OBC women to ensure intersectional
representation. Some argue that using 2011 data for a 2029 rollout is demographically outdated.
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e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence: Early feminist movements (Sarojini Naidu) initially
opposed reservations, favoring "equal status" instead.

* 1993 (73rd & 74th Amendments): Groundbreaking 33% reservation for
women in Panchayats and Municipalities. This served as the "laboratory" for
the current national proposal.

* 1996-2008: Various versions of the Women’s Reservation Bill were
introduced (Deve Gowda, Gujral, and Vajpayee eras) but lapsed due to lack of
consensus.

* 2010: The Rajya Sabha passed the bill under the UPA government, but it
lapsed as it was never taken up in the Lok Sabha.

* 2023: The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam was passed in a Special Session,
linking implementation to a future census and delimitation.

* 2026 (Contextualized): The move to delink the quota from the upcoming
census to ensure a 2029 rollout.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains (2023, GS2): "The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam is a long-
awaited reform. Discuss its potential impact on the political landscape of
India."

* UPSC Mains (2013, GS2): "The reservation of seats for women in the
institutions of local self-government has had a limited impact on the
patriarchal character of the Indian political process. Critically examine."

* UPSC Prelims (2017): Question on the Delimitation Commission's powers.
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Impact of West Asia war likely to be
felt for long time, PM tells Lok Sabha

Country should be prepared and united. says Modi as he condemns attacks on commercial ships and obstruction of Strait
of Hormuz; India has 5.3 million tonnes of petrol reserves, and govt. is working towards increasing this to 6.5 million tonnes

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

he situation in West

Asia is “deeply con

cermning”, and the
impact of the war is likely
1o be felt for a long time,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi saikd on Monday,
while briefing the Lok Sab
ha on the steps taken by
his government to secure
India’s energy needs

I'he country should be
prepared and united, Mr
Maodi said, urging all mem
bers to ensure the Indian
Parllament sends out a
“united and unanimous
voice on the issue”

The government should
hold a proper discussion
s0 that other members can
put forth their views, Con
gress MP Privanka Gandhi
Vadra said after the Prime
Minister’s speech

Earlier, making a state
ment in the Lok Sabha, Mr.
Modi said be had spoken to
the heads of most West

wry Indian

Y )

Narendra Mods iy
Aslan countries, all of
whom had assured the sa
fety of Indians

“India has always raised
its voice for peace in the in
of humanity. Dia
logue and diplomacy are
the solutions to this pro
blem. Our e¢forts are
aimed at reducing tensions
and ending this conflict,”
Mr. Modi said, amid the
thumping of desks by rul
ing party members

“I mysell have spoken
with all redevant leaders in
West 1 have urged

ferest

A<k
AS

wmned in P

in the war-affectad ro@on 5 Being given every possible

Hament on Monday. SANSAD T

them to reduce tensions
and end the conflict, Indlia
has opposed attacks on o
villans, energy, and tran
sport-redated  infrastruc
ture Attacks on
commercial ships and ob
struction in international
waterways like the Strait of
Hormuz are unacceptable.
Through diplomacy, India
is continuously working 1o
ensure sale passage for In-
ian ships even in this war
environment,” he added.
The government was in
constant touch with sup

pliers from various coun
tries 1o ensure that oil and
supplies  continued
from wherever possible,
he saic, addressing appre

s

hensions of fuel shortages
AL power plants in the
country  have adequate
stocks of coal, he added.
India has million
tonnes ol stregic petro
leum reserves, and the go
vernment was working to-
wards increasing this to 6.5
million tonnes, he told the
House. “The reserves
maintained by our ol com
panies are separate, In the
past 11 years, our refining
capacity has also increased
significantly,” Mr. Modi

added.

53

he country's farmers
had filled the food grain re
serves, so India is well pre
pared in terms of food se
curity, he said, speaking on
the mpact on
agriculture,

“We are also making ef-
{orts to ensure that kKharif
sowing takes place proper

war's

ly. For this, the govern
ment has made adequate
arrangements for fertiliz
ers to deal with any emer
gency..,” he said.

As surmmer has begun in
India, the demand for elec
tricity has increased, but
all power plants in the
country  have
stocks of coad, he said

West Asla Is important
1o Indka as nearly one crore
Indians live and work in
the Guif countries, the
Prime Minister added

Every Indian in the war
affected region was being
given every possible help,
andd more than 3.75 kakh In
dians, including 1,000 peo
ple from wartorn lran,
hadd been safedy evacuated,
Mr. Maodi said

However, several lives
had been ost, and some
people had been injured
during the conilict, the
Prime Minister said, ad
ding that their families
were being given the ne
cessary help

adequate




* Key Terms and Explanations

» Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): Huge stockpiles of crude oil maintained by a country to guard against
supply disruptions.

* Example: India’s current capacity is 5.3 MMT (Million Metric Tonnes) located in underground rock
caverns in Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, and Padur.

» Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world's
most important oil chokepoint because a huge portion of global oil consumption passes through it.

* Kharif Sowing: The planting of crops (like rice and maize) at the beginning of the monsoon season (June—
July). The conflict impacts this via fertilizer supply chains.

* Dialogue and Diplomacy: A cornerstone of India's foreign policy emphasizing peaceful negotiation over
military intervention.

* Refining Capacity: The ability of a country to process raw crude oil into usable products like petrol, diesel,
and aviation fuel. India is currently a global hub for refining.

N



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of the current discourse is that geographic distance no
longer insulates India from West Asian instability. * Energy and
Infrastructure Security: The government emphasizes that attacks on
commercial shipping and the obstruction of international waterways are
"unacceptable." This highlights India’s transition from a passive observer
to an active stakeholder in maritime security.

* Internal Preparedness: The Prime Minister argues for a "united and
unanimous voice," suggesting that domestic political stability is a
prerequisite for effective foreign policy during a global crisis.

* Resource Buffer: The government points to its SPR and coal stocks as
proof of resilience. Increasing SPR from 5.3 to 6.5 MMT is presented as a
necessary strategic expansion.

* Humanitarian Commitment: The evacuation of over 3.75 lakh Indians
underscores the "Diaspora First" approach, where the safety of nearly 10
million NRIs in the Gulf is a primary national interest.




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Post-Independence (1947-1990s): India’s policy was largely pro-Arab and ideological, driven by
the need for oil and a desire to counter Pakistan's influence in the Islamic world.

* The 1991 Crisis: The Gulf War led to a massive Balance of Payments (BoP) crisis in India,
highlighting the extreme vulnerability of the Indian economy to West Asian shocks. This led to the
creation of the SPR concept.

* The "Link West" Policy (2014—Present): Shifted from a purely transactional relationship (oil-
for-labor) to a strategic partnership. India now engages deeply with both Israel and the Arab
world (de-hyphenation).

* Modern Maritime Shift: The recent focus on the "Indo-Abrahamic" blocks and the IMEC (India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor) marks the latest evolution, now threatened by the
current war.



CRITICAL

.34, CHOKEPOINT
MIDDLE
EAST —{ %

INDIA'S RESPONSE (l):
RESOURCE BUFFER

P STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVES (SPR):

obstruction of
Strait of Hormuz

* Impact on global
oil shipping

® Increased risk to
Indian commercial

vessels  amiS

o UNACCEPTABLE %

m-—‘

ST ASUA WA MO CLL UL .

2 O ANLUs LS ACADIEY

ECONOMIC & ENERGY
VULNERABILITIES

ENERGY SECURITY:
* Major source of crude oil
* Risk of supply chain
, disruption

ECONOMIC VULNERABILITY:
e Import inflation

e Fiscal balance pressure

INDIA'S RESPONSE (lI):
PARLIAMENTARY UNITY

_ P UNITED & UNANIMOUS

e Increase from 5.3 to 6.5 MMT
» Oil company reserves separate £

P FOOD SECURITY:
» Kharif sowing preparation

» Fertilizer arrangements for emergency

@ www.axiaiasacademy.com m LJLUU.LL L‘ﬂ

VOICE: PM Modi's appeal
to Parliament

* Domestic political
consensus (Critical)
Bt « Support from opposition
for a coordinated
approach

p,/--l

HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGES
INDIA DIASPORA: >
WO Nearly 1 crore in Gulf ~4
REMITTANCES: ‘
Over $40 billion annually (CRITICAL)

EVACUATION:
Operation Ajay/equivalent logistics
* Family safety and legal issues

DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT

=S

QIS

)

. HIGH LEVEL DIALOGUE:
PM calling West Asian leaders

» SAFE PASSAGE
for Indian ships

¢ DIALOGUE & DIPLOMACY
are solutions

» Multipolar balancing

Z

O +91 6002-417488



Centre launches Al skilling
drive with Google, YouTube

fart of initiatives unveiiod by Ashwini Vaishnaw to boost creative econonm: a citizen creator
platfoem, andd invbaibt Stcdlite tuners in television segs for access 10 DD Free Dish Bunched

The Hindw Burcan
NEW DEL

nion Minister Ash
Uv\:m Vaishnaw on
Monday  wmveded

theee new Initlatives slened
M stresgthening  Indix’s
media, brosdcasting, and
digital sector and promot
Ing the “urange economy”,
or the creative economy
The cCreative economy
inchades Industries where
economic vadee Is generat
od prasuarily from creativ
ty, culture, techmology,
and inteBecnual peoperty
The theve initiatives are
named the National Al
Skilling Imiistive I part
nenship with Google and
YouTube through the In-
dian Institute of Creative
Technologles CICT); My
WAVES, a doizen creator
plasform on WAVES OTT,
and the rollown of ad
vanced  Electromic  Pro-
pramume Gusde and i built
satelkoe tuners in television
sets for enhancing acoess
to DD Free Dish services
Key media and enter
tainment industry repre
sentatives, the head of You
Tube Indla akog with
senkor  Ministry  offclals
ook part in the evess
Underscoring Prime M)
nister Nacessdra Modi's v
shon of democrasiing tech

Urson Minaler Ashwes Vashesm oy the nnliatves arll reobe

trchnoiogy more a¥ordable and acomubie . Lol aumelk v s

nology, Mr, Vashoaw said
the iediatives will make
technology more aforda-
hle and accesstble. He sald
that wh in-bullt ssellite
tuners and an advanced
programme guide, citioens
Can DOW 200858 COmtenit o
sy withowt  additional
eqipeent,

He described MyWAVES
a5 a4 powerfiad plaform for
content creasors, enabling
them to0 create, upload,
and share content

Referring 10 the Unlon
Budget announcemenss,
he underiined the govern
ment's commitment 10
promoting the “omnge
cconony”™ and supporting
the creative sectoe

The Union Misister sakd
under the National Al Skill
ing Imiative, betng imple
mented with the support
of YouTube, about 15,000
youth will be trained wich
ol levymg any fee.

He spoke about the
“Crewors” Cotmet ™ schetne
and wiged COment Creatins
10 actively use Doordar
shun and platforses soch o
My WAVES to showcase In
dia's rich culture and re
gonal diversity.

Speaking aboue the part
nership’s impact, YouTube
India managing direcior
Gungan Somil sald: “We be
Beve that Al has the poten
tial 10 opens up rensarkabie
opportunities Sor India's

dynamic creative econo
my. Through our collabo
ration with the Ministry of
Informacson & Broadcast
oy and BCT, we 2 10
equip creators and peoles
stonals with the skills re
quired 10 master the tooks
of the future, leverage Al to
dell moee compelling o
ries... expand thelr reach
80 new sadences, and pliy
a role in shaping the future
of media”

The Al skilleyg pro
gramume will be conducied
0 two phases -~ Phase |
froms March 23 1o Jane 30
2006, 2d Phase B from Ja
By 8o Decetnber 2006

The Best phase will o>
cus on foundational Al
fearning ot scale through
Google Career Centificaes
and Google Cloud Genera
tive Al learning paths. Par
ticipants  will  undergo
courses sach as Al Essen
tials, Prompring Essentials
Introduction 10 Ceneragive
Al, and Generative Al
Leader Pah

The second phase will
mvolve advanced, project
based specialisation for the
creative industry. The car
nculum will include oo
dules on the an of sory
telling, YouTube best
pracuices, and advanced
tradning wsdng Al wools such
as Gemind 3 and Vervex Al




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Orange Economy (Creative Economy): An evolving concept that includes sectors
whose value is based on intellectual property, culture, and creativity. Examples include
advertising, architecture, arts and crafts, design, fashion, film, and software.

* Generative Al: A type of Artificial Intelligence capable of creating new content, such as
text, images, or music, based on patterns learned from existing data. Example: Using
Gemini to draft a script or Vertex Al to generate digital art.

*  WAVES OTT: A government-backed Over-the-Top (OTT) platform designed to provide a
space for citizen-led content, moving beyond traditional broadcasting.

* DD Free Dish: A multi-channel Free-to-Air (FTA) direct-to-home (DTH) service owned
by Prasar Bharati.

* Electronic Programme Guide (EPG): An on-screen menu that provides users with
continuously updated menus displaying scheduling information for current and upcoming
broadcast programming.

* In-built Satellite Tuners: Hardware integrated directly into television sets that allows
them to receive satellite signals (like DD Free Dish) without needing an external set-top
box.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of these initiatives is the democratization of technology to empower
the grassroots creator.

* Skill-Based Empowerment: The National Al Skilling Initiative aims to bridge the digital
divide by training 15,000 youth for free. The argument is that providing high-end technical
skills (GenAl) to the youth will future-proof the Indian labor market.

* Infrastructure Accessibility: By integrating satellite tuners into TVs, the government
argues it is reducing the "entry barrier" for rural and marginalized populations to access
information and entertainment.

* Platform Neutrality and Opportunity: The "MyWAVES" platform and "Creators’
Corner" aim to provide a state-backed alternative to private platforms, focusing on
regional diversity and cultural preservation.

|~
O




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence to 1990s: State-controlled broadcasting (All India Radio and Doordarshan) focused purely on
nation-building and public service.

* 1991 Liberalization: The entry of private satellite channels (Zia, Star) transformed the "viewer" into a "consumer."

* 2004 - Launch of DD Free Dish: A milestone in providing free digital entertainment to the masses, particularly in
"shadow zones" where private cable didn't reach.

* 2015 - Digital India Mission: Shifted focus toward internet connectivity and digital literacy.

* Present Day: Transition from "Consumption" to "Creation." The focus is no longer just on providing content but on
enabling citizens to become creators using Al and OTT platforms.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains 2020 (GS 3): "Introduce the concept of Artificial Intelligence (Al). How does Al help clinical diagnosis? Do
you perceive any threat to privacy of the individual in the use of Al in healthcare?"

* UPSC Mains 2019 (GS 3): "What are the challenges of the ‘digital divide’ in India? How can the government leverage
technology to ensure inclusive growth?"

* UPSC Prelims 2022: Questions regarding "Web 3.0" and "Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs)" — related to the digital/creative
economy.



COMPREHENSIVE UPSC ANALYSIS:

Centre's Multi-Faceted Creative Economy &
Tech Initiatives (Google, YouTube Partnership).
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Qpliance and monetary penalties rather than heavy criminalization for all infractions.

* Key Terms and Explanations

* FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation Act): A law enacted to regulate the acceptance and utilization of foreign funds by individuals or associations to
ensure such contributions do not adversely affect internal security.

* Foreign Contribution: Any donation, delivery, or transfer made by a foreign source (currency, security, or articles beyond a certain value).

* Key Functionary: A new, broader classification including anyone with "control or responsibility" over an NGO (e.g., Trustees, Partners, or the Karta of a
Hindu Undivided Family).

* Designated Authority: A government-appointed official empowered to manage or dispose of assets (like buildings or equipment) bought with foreign
funds if an NGO’s license is cancelled.

* Prior Permission: A category where an NGO, not yet permanently registered, seeks permission from the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) for a specific
project/amount from a specific donor.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core thesis of the 2026 Bill is to close regulatory gaps regarding physical assets and expand individual accountability.

* Asset Management: Unlike the 2010 Act, which focused on the flow of money, the 2026 Bill addresses the residue of that money—the assets. The
government argues that if a license is revoked for anti-national activities, the assets created from that money should not remain in private hands.

* Accountability of Leadership: By expanding the definition of "key functionary," the Bill prevents individuals from hiding behind corporate or trust shells.

* Centralized Oversight: Requiring State governments to seek Central approval before investigating FCRA complaints aims to prevent fragmented or
politically motivated probes, ensuring a uniform national policy.

* Rationalization of Punishment: Interestingly, the Bill proposes reducing maximum imprisonment (from 5 years to 1 year), suggesting a shift toward civil




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1976 (Emergency Era): The original FCRA was enacted during the Emergency
to prevent foreign interference in Indian politics through "proxy" individuals or
associations.

* 2010 (The Overhaul): The 1976 Act was repealed and replaced to tighten the
net around NGOs, introducing a 5-year renewal cycle for registrations.

* 2020 (The Tightening): Significant amendments banned the sub-granting of
funds (NGO-to-NGO transfers), capped administrative expenses at 20%, and
made Aadhaar mandatory for office bearers.

* 2026 (The Current Proposal): Moves from regulating the transaction to
regulating the entity’s infrastructure and leadership responsibility.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* Mains (2021, GS2): "Can Civil Society and NGOs present an alternative model
of public service delivery to benefit the common man? Discuss the challenges of
this model."

* Mains (2015, GS2): "Examine the role of foreign funded NGOs in obstructing
the development activities in India."

* Prelims (2015): Questions regarding the ministry that monitors FCRA
(Ministry of Home Affairs).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica): A large shorebird known for extreme endurance. It performs "trans-hemispheric"
migration, traveling approximately 30,000 km annually.

* UN Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS): Also known as the Bonn Convention, it is an
intergovernmental treaty under the UNEP. It provides a global platform for the conservation and sustainable use of migratory
animals and their habitats.

* Trophic Mismatch: An ecological phenomenon where the timing of a consumer's breeding (e.g., godwit chicks hatching) no
longer aligns with the peak availability of their food source (e.g., Arctic insects) due to climate-induced shifts.

* Intertidal Zones: The area where the ocean meets the land between high and low tides. These are crucial "refueling stations"
for shorebirds but are under pressure from aquaculture and human encroachment.

* Geological Clock: A metaphorical term referring to the innate, evolutionary timing migratory species use to navigate and breed,
which is now being disrupted by rapid anthropogenic climate change.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Crisis of Decline: The godwit population has plummeted by 95% in 40 years. This suggests that the species is at a "tipping
point" where natural resilience is exhausted.

* The Multi-Stressor Hypothesis: The article argues that while species can often adapt to one environmental change, the
cumulative impact of climate change in the Arctic, habitat loss in the US, and industrialization in South America is insurmountable.

* The Connectivity of Ecosystems: The survival of the godwit is not a national issue but a "flyway" issue. A failure to protect a
single wetland in the US or a flat in Chile breaks the entire 30,000 km chain.

* Predictability vs. Chaos: Migration relies on "predictable abundance." Human activity is replacing ecological reliability with
environmental volatility.



¢ Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1970s: Migratory birds were largely managed through bilateral treaties
(e.g., the 1916 Migratory Bird Treaty between the US and Canada). Global
coordination was minimal.

* 1979 (The Bonn Convention): The CMS was adopted, recognizing that migratory
species are a shared resource and require multilateral cooperation.

* 1980s-2000s: Focus shifted from overhunting to habitat loss. The "flyway"
concept gained traction in conservation circles.

* 2010s-Present: The emergence of "Climate-Induced Phenological Shifts" (timing
mismatches) became the dominant threat, moving the crisis from local land-use
issues to a global atmospheric challenge.

¢ All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* Prelims (2023): Questions on the CMS (Bonn Convention) and specific migratory
species.

* Mains (2018, GS lll): "What is wetland? Explain the Ramsar concept of 'wise
use' in the context of wetland conservation."

* Mains (2020, GS lll): "How will the decline in biodiversity potentially affect the
ecosystem services?"
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Path ahead for Nepal’s new leadership

After securing a historic mandate in Nepals polls, Badendra Shah and the RSP face the tsk of navigating the West Asia conflict and managing ties with India, China and
the US. While capitalising on okd-guard fatigue proved an effective electoral strategy, the new leadership now faces a test in intermational relations

WORLD INSMHT

Bibek Raj Kandel

n the noisy, crowded landscape of
Nepall politics, the rise of Prime
Minister-designate Balendra Shah
and his party, the Rastriva
Swatantra Party (RSF), represents a rare
political anomaly, While veterans of the
2008 republic traded barbs, the
rapper-engineer-turned-mayoc bypassed
tradional campatgning for a “monaseic”
siience. His victory in Nepal's post Gen Z
parfiamentary election on March §
secured a historic mandate for an
alternative foroe he joimed a mere six
woeks before the polis. Throughout the
campaign, Shah spoke for barely thirty
minutes, mvoided media mterviews and
notably never once asked for a vote.

His urapologetic critiques of the
political establishment during his tenure
as Kathmandu's mayor, mirrored a
generation exhausted by stale deological
party politics. In 2 nation with a median
age of twenty-five, Shah's reputation as a
disciplined, clean reformist promising
better governance became a viral
mandase. His calculated sence mimored
these frustrations, positioning him as the
wltimsate outsider for an electorute eager
for results.

Beyond domestic politics

While capitalising on domestic old-guard
Qe served Stah as a winning electoral
stravegy, Nepal's hard geopolitical reality
remains stubbornly unchagged. In Nepal,
political shifts rarely remain purely
domestic, often prompting debates sbout
foreign influence ghven its goograpdny
wedged between the rivalnies of Indsa and
China,

Yet, Shah, however has sought 10
counter this by projecting an image of a
staanch natsonalist, As mayor, his
symbolism was deliberate: hanging a
“Coreater Nevul™ muoan in s offee aca

v

Bafendes Shah with chidren and wpportens during 2 door-to-door election campaign in Nepal 49

brietly banning Indin flos
Simultancously, he signaled caution
toward Beidjing by dropping a
Chirsa-backed indusarial park froe his
election manifesto. By distancing himself
from Lisge-scale geopalitical projects,
Shah reframed the nasrative, asserting a
sovereignty that felt local, visible, and
unapologetically independent.

Balancing thes with India and China
Historically, Nepal's politics followed rigid
ieclogical scripts, The Nepal Congress,
the country’s obdest iberal force, leaned
soward Dedid, while comenunist Exctions
Be CPN- UML maintained proactive
afinities with Beging. And at times, the
declogical rhetoric froen Katheandu
streeched far beyond the Himaliyas, from
detutes over Venezuela's regime change
20 contentious political statements on the
Ukraine war, issues lirgely peripheral to
Nepual's own priocithes. Under Shah, this
era of predictable ideclogical signaling
mary finally be fading. His minimalist
approach and by speaking less about the
workd's ideclogical battles, Shal's

nersomaliry ireelfl cam he nodenst strsteaic

pressure that needs sustained diplooatc
ComEmunigue,

India remains Nepal's most
consequential partmer, Enked by an open
border, "Roti-Beti™ social bonds, and
accoustting for a signihcant share of its
trade, supplying virtually all of its
petroleum, and emenging as the peimary
market for Nepal's burgeoning
hydropower exports. Meanwhile, China
has deepened its footprint through major
infrastructure financing, such as $216
million Pokhara International Airport,
Intended as a reglonal gatewsry, its
underutiisation i viewed in Kathmandu
a5 & casaalry of the broader Indsa-China
friction, particularly New Delba’s
hesitancy 1o facilitate s routes for
Chinese-fimnced infrastructure.

This is perbaps inaugural diplomatic
crucible for Balendra Shab. Having
invested heavily, Nepad cannot afford for
such massive infrastracture 1o remnain a
“white elepbant.” The "monastic™ outsider
must now navigate a laindscape where
India &s Indispensable and China is
influential. Meanwhile, Washington has

nivdedd froen an sid nartner in a

explicitly hinting at “shared security
goals.”

But the first "baptism by fire” for the
Shah adméntstration may well lie in the
volatile West Asta. With milllons of
Nepalese migrants” lives and critical
energy Melines tied 1o the Perstan Guif
caught in an escaliating US-dsrael-lran War,
Ind@a’s logistical depeh as a regional first
responder offers an indispensable
synergy for contingency planaing to
Kathmandu. This is where Balen's
nationalist doctrine must meet the hard
reality of strategic pragmatism. The new
keadership remains untested in
comventiosal diploosacy,

An opportunity for India
This moment offers a rare opening for
New Dedhi to recalibrate. India must move
pat the coercive shadow of the 2015
blockade and whae & widely perceived in
Kathmandu as outdated mpulse for
political mécromanagement. New Delhi
must recognise this transition as a pew
opening for modern partoership tha
respects the domestic rise of ‘Nepal First'
politics, Shaly's mandate mirrors India’s
own tectonic shift in 2004; in Shah, Nepal
has found its “strongman” archetype, a
keader whose personal chartsma and
promise of technocratic reform have
dismantied & decades-okl estabiisdbunent
In the end, Nepal’s geopolitical reality
remaiins unchanged even i s politics
transform at home. India’s proximity will
always matter most, China's influence will
remmain stroctural reality, and woeld
powers hike the US. will continwe to
pursie its strategic imterests with renewed
rigor. Ultimatedy, Nepal's voters were not
adiadicating between global strategies,
but seeking doasestic remewal. For
Balenxdra Shah and the RSP, bashing the
“old guard® is a potent domestic strategy,
but it carries 2ero currency in the
cold-eyed theater of intermational
relations.
(Biek Raj Kandel is am analyst and
AsinClodail Fellrw af the Dmbwerdty of Hone

THE GIST

n the Lindscape of Nepall
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP): A relatively new political entity in Nepal that positions itself as an alternative to traditional ideological parties (like the Nepali
Congress or Maoists). It emphasizes transparency and technocratic governance.

* "Monastic" Silence: A metaphorical term used to describe a campaign strategy where a candidate avoids traditional media bickering and aggressive rhetoric,
letting their past actions (like municipal work) speak for them.

* Akhand Bharat vs. Greater Nepal: "Akhand Bharat" (Undivided India) refers to a cultural/historical map displayed in India's Parliament. In response, some Nepali
nationalists use the "Greater Nepal" map, which includes territories ceded to the British after the 1816 Sugauli Treaty.

* White Elephant: An asset that cost a lot of money to build and maintain but provides little to no economic profit (e.g., the Pokhara International Airport).

* Roti-Beti Sambandh: Literally "Bread and Daughter relationship." It signifies the deep-rooted socio-cultural and economic ties between India and Nepal,
characterized by cross-border marriages and shared livelihoods.

* Strategic Pragmatism: A foreign policy approach where decisions are made based on practical national interests and ground realities rather than rigid ideology or
emotions.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Rise of the "Outsider": The core thesis is that Nepal has undergone a "Gen Z" political revolution. Voters have rejected the "old guard" —leaders who fought
for the republic in 2008 but failed to deliver governance. Balendra Shah represents a shift from ideology to delivery

* Sovereignty as Local Symbolism: The new leadership uses "performative nationalism" (e.g., banning Indian films or maps) to signal independence to the domestic
audience, creating a "Nepal First" identity that isn't beholden to Delhi or Beijing

* The Infrastructure Trap: Nepal is caught between Chinese-funded infrastructure (which India is hesitant to support via air routes or trade) and the need for
economic viability. The underutilization of projects like the Pokhara Airport serves as a case study for this friction

* The India-Nepal Recalibration: The article argues that India has a "rare opening" to move away from its historical role as a "micro-manager" of Nepali politics and
instead engage with Nepal as a modern, sovereign partner



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Treaty of Sugauli (1816): Established the current boundaries of Nepal and defined its
relationship with British India.

* 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship: The foundational (though often contested) document
governing India-Nepal relations, allowing for open borders and national treatment of citizens.

* 2008 Abolition of Monarchy: Nepal transitioned from a Hindu Kingdom to a Secular Federal
Republic, led by the "old guard" parties (Maoists, UML, Congress).

* 2015 Constitutional Crisis and Blockade: A major turning point where Nepal’s new
constitution led to protests in the Terai and a subsequent border blockade, severely straining ties
with India and pushing Nepal toward China.

* 2023-2026 The Rise of the RSP: The emergence of Balendra Shah and the RSP marks the third
phase of Nepali politics—moving from Monarchy to Ideological Republic to Technocratic
Nationalism.

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

e 2021 (GS lI): “India’s ‘Neighbourhood First” policy has been a successful attempt to re-engage
with its neighbours, but it faces stiff challenges from China.” Discuss in the context of Nepal.

* 2017 (GS ll): "The question of India’s energy security is very much linked with its hydropower
cooperation with Nepal." Elaborate.

* 2014 (GS lI): "With respect to the South Asian region, is the ‘Gujral Doctrine’ still relevant
today?"
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New way helps superconductor
break temperature record




* Key Terms and Explanations

» Superconductivity: A physical property where a material allows electricity to flow with zero resistance. Below a certain "critical temperature"
(ST_cS), the material also expels magnetic fields (Meissner Effect).

* Ambient Pressure: The standard atmospheric pressure we experience on Earth’s surface. Most high-temperature superconductors currently
require pressures similar to those at the Earth's core to function.

* Pressure-Quench Protocol (PQP): A process where a material is subjected to extreme pressure, cooled to near absolute zero, and then the
pressure is rapidly released. This "locks" the high-pressure molecular structure in place.

* Diamond Anvil Cell (DAC): A high-pressure device used to compress small samples of materials between two diamonds to simulate extreme
environments.

* Hgl1223 (Mercury Barium Calcium Copper Oxide): A complex "cuprate" (copper-oxide) ceramic known for having one of the highest transition
temperatures at room pressure.

* Filamentary vs. Bulk Superconductivity:
* Filamentary: Superconductivity occurs only in tiny "threads" or paths; it cannot carry heavy loads.

* Bulk: The entire volume of the material superconducts, allowing for industrial-scale power transmission.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of the recent breakthrough is that structural memory can be used to bypass the need for constant extreme pressure.

* The Record Break: Researchers raised the superconducting temperature of Hg1223 by 18°C at ambient pressure, reaching approximately -
122°C. While still cold, it breaks a plateau held since 1993.

* The Technique: Instead of seeking a new "miracle" chemical compound, the team focused on "trapping" a high-pressure state using PC
cooling the material to -269°C before releasing pressure, they prevented the atoms from "relaxing" back to their low-pressure state

* Internal Strain as a Proxy: X-ray diffraction showed that the "quenched" material contained internal defects and strain. These

the effect of external pressure, acting like internal springs that keep the lattice compressed.

* Evidence of Bulk Property: Tests confirmed that 78% of the material was superconducting, proving it is a "bulk" effect c rrying high
currents, rather than a superficial one.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue
* 1911 (Discovery): Heike Kamerlingh Onnes discovers superconductivity in mercury at -269°C (using liquid helium).

* 1986-1987 (The High-Tc Revolution): Bednorz and Miiller discover lanthanum-based cuprates. Shortly after, Ching-Wu Chu
synthesizes YBCO, which superconducts above the boiling point of liquid nitrogen (-196°C). This was the "Woodstock of Physics."

* 1993: The material Hg1223 sets a record of -140°C at ambient pressure.

e 2015-2023 (The Hydride Era): Scientists achieve superconductivity near room temperature (e.g., -13°C) but only under pressures of
millions of atmospheres.

* Recent Controversies (2020-2023): Claims by Ranga Dias (Retracted) and the LK-99 (Lead-apatite) saga lead to skepticism in the field
regarding data integrity.

* Present: The PQP method offers a credible, reproducible pathway to "stabilize" high-pressure states for ambient use.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains (2017): "Give an account of the growth and development of nuclear science and technology in India. What is the
advantage of fast breeder reactor programme in India?" (Theme: Frontier S&T).

e UPSC Prelims (2013/2018): Questions on the properties of Graphene/Superconductors and their applications.

* UPSC Mains (Essay): "Science and technology is the panacea for all growth, but it must be tempered with ethics."
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Nepal’s political shift opens a
strategic window for India

The new government in Nepal extends an opportunity to Eshion a forward-Hooking bilateral relationship

he election results in Nepal

have been described as a

peditical earthguake, There has

been an emphatic and
comprehensive rejection of old leaders
and established parties, A younger
generation of professionals and tech savvy
figures, enjoying the support of Gen £
activists is set to ke over,

Challenges ahead

By giving the Rastriva Swatantra Party
(REP) a two thirds majoriey, Nepali voters
have granted Balendra Shah and his
government, a powerful mandate for
MNepal's complete transformation. It now
has a hueze responsibility (o answer
wide-ranging expectations--enough jobs
for the vouth, reversing the migration for

wiork abroad, stimulate economic growth,
and ensure good povernance. It needs (o
b moted, however, that while voters have
demonstrated their impatience with the
old order and itz decades- old insensitivity
fo thelr aspirations, this is not a positive
vote for a clear-cut new agenda for
reform, political or economic, since it was
never spelt out and placed before them.
There is a real possibility of frustration
and disillusionment that the new
government will have to deal with as it
settles down. The frst warning shots were
fired by the caretaker Prime Minister
Sushil Karki even before the election,
whien she reminded the political class that
thie agitations of September 2025 had
erupted because of the frustrations of
people insisting on good governance, and
a recurrence wias inevitable if the
shuation lapsed into the same old pattern.
Hopefully the peaple of Mepal will give

the new keaders enough time o address
the country's problems,

Restructuring India-Nepal ties

For now, Mepal deserves every
encouragement possible, India has been
gquick to extend it, without being boud or
patronising. India has not been an ssee
during the election campalgn, 1t
relationship with Nepal in recent years

| has focused on the right priorities —

developrment, nfrastructure, digizal
conmectivity, energy. It has played its
cards well and can continue to capitalise
on the existing goodwill as the new

| leaders in Nepal seek 1o respond o

development needs of the people.
Restructuring of the India-Nepal

[ relationship has been long overdue, For

far too long it has been rapped in the
shacows of the legacy of British India
davs, Hopefully India and Nepal will seize

EVETY opportunity to fxshion a forward-
Incking refationship based on today's
realities and the immense potential for
expanding cooperation. For this it will be
necessary for policy makers on both sides
o discand old mindsets, address long
standing irritants with fresh approaches,
and prioeitise people-centric polices
which can be delivered to keep pace with
people’s expectations and needs.

India also needs to look at the recent
developments in Nepal as pant of a wider
regional phenomenon since happenings
in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and elsewhere
al=o [l into the same pattern-agitations
led by frustrated youth incidentally
toppling pro-India political Bgures,
demanding Baster development and betger
governance, Labeling new political
leaders being thrown up everywhere as
anti-India just because of the legncies of
the prast does not seem justified, s seen
from the pragmatic readiness shown in
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka to cooperate
with India, by parties and leaders once
seen as unfriendly. Nepal could be a good
partner for ndia in the evolving
geopolitical scenario, if both countries ry
seriously to fashion a dear cut sub-
regional strategy for rapid growth.

(K.V. Rajan i fornver Indian Ambassador fo
Nepal and Atul K. Thakur is o policy
prafessional. They are the @uthors of
‘Kathmandu Chrondele: Beclatming
Tndier-Negwnl Relations”, Views are personal.)
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The peapde of Mepal have
granted Balendra Shah and the
RSP a poweriud mandate for
Hepal's completo
transdoernation. The
Eovermiment now faces the
challenge of addressing the
issues of unemployment and
prosviding good governance

-

Inclia has been quick to extend
encouragemnet o the new
leadershep. Hopefully India and
Hepal will seize rvery
opporiunsty to Fashéon a
{onwand- looking relationihip
baded on today's realities




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP): A relatively new political entity in Nepal that rose to prominence by positioning itself against the traditional "syndicate
of older parties. It draws its strength from urban professionals and the youth.

* Gen Z Activism: Referring to the demographic born between the late 1990s and early 2010s. In Nepal, this group is driving a shift away from ideologica
"isms" toward performance-based politics.

* Forward-Looking Bilateralism: A diplomatic approach that moves away from historical grievances and colonial-era treaties to focus on modern needs
like digital economy, clean energy, and climate resilience.

* Sub-regional Strategy: Cooperation involving a smaller group of neighboring countries (like BBIN—Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) to enhance
connectivity and trade, bypassing the stagnation of larger blocs like SAARC.

* Legacy of British India: Refers to the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship and other arrangements that some in Nepal view as unequal or reflective of
an era when India acted as a "big brother" or successor to British colonial interests.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Democratic "Earthquake"

* The core thesis is that Nepal has undergone a fundamental structural shift. The 2025-26 electoral cycle represents a "comprehensive rejection" of the
old guard. The mandate for the RSP is not just for a change in personnel, but a demand for a state transformation.

* The Burden of Expectations
* The new government faces a "strategic window" that is also a "danger zone."
* The Mandate: Two-thirds majority for Balendra Shah’s government.

* The Risk: The vote was more an "anti-establishment" outcry than a "pro-reform" endorsement. Without a clearly articulated policy roadmap, the initia
euphoria could quickly turn into frustration if jobs aren't created and migration isn't curbed.

* India’s Strategic Quietude

* Asignificant shift in India’s diplomacy is noted: India remained neutral and non-interfering during the elections. By focusing on infrastructure
(hydroelectric power, petroleum pipelines) and digital connectivity, India has built a reservoir of goodwill that transcends partisan politics in Kathmandu.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship: The foundational (yet
controversial) document governing ties; often criticized by Nepali
nationalists as infringing on sovereignty.

* 1990s - 2006: Nepal’s transition from Absolute Monarchy to
Constitutional Monarchy, and the subsequent Maoist insurgency.

* 2015 Constitutional Crisis: The promulgation of Nepal's new
constitution led to the "Madhesi Protests" and a subsequent "blockade."
This was a low point in ties, pushing Nepal closer to China.

* 2020 Map Dispute: Tensions peaked over the Kalapani-Limpiyadhura-
Lipulekh territories.

* 2023-2026: A pivot toward "Connectivity and Energy." India began
importing Nepali power, and the "Neighborhood First" policy became
more delivery-oriented than rhetoric-heavy.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains 2021: "India’s ‘Neighborhood First’ policy... seems to have
come under cloud. Discuss with examples."

* UPSC Mains 2016: "The protests in Nepal regarding the new
Constitution... have created a rift in India-Nepal relations. Discuss."

* UPSC Prelims 2020: Questions regarding the Lipulekh pass and
Kalapani territory.
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How do we know climate
science is credible?




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Earth’s Energy Imbalance (EEI): The difference between the amount of solar energy absorbed by Earth and the amount of energy radiated back to space as heat. If
the imbalance is positive (more energy coming in than going out), the planet warms.

* Argo Floats: A global array of nearly 4,000 drifting robotic sensors that measure the temperature and salinity of the upper 2,000 meters of the ocean.
* Intensive vs. Extensive Properties: * Intensive: Properties independent of the amount of matter (e.g., Temperature, Density).
* Extensive: Properties that depend on the amount of matter (e.g., Thermal Energy, Mass).

* CERES (Clouds and the Earth’s Radiant Energy System): A NASA satellite mission that monitors the Earth's radiation budget, measuring both reflected sunlight and
emitted thermal energy.

* Maesoscale Aliasing: A statistical error occurring when small-scale fluctuations (like ocean eddies) are incorrectly represented in data due to sparse sampling.

* Altimetry & Gravimetry: Using radar to measure sea-level height (Altimetry) and gravity-sensing satellites (like GRACE) to measure the mass of water added to
oceans from melting ice.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The core debate revolves around whether the observed warming of the Earth is a result of flawed data processing or a physical reality.
* The Skeptical Thesis: A recent paper argued that because temperature is an "intensive" property, it cannot be averaged to find a global trend. It further claimed
that data gaps in ocean sensors (Argo) and "circular" calibrations between satellites and ocean floats render the conclusion of global warming invalid.
* The Scientific Rebuttal: * Thermodynamics: While temperature is intensive, Heat Content (Thermal Energy) is extensive and can be summed and averaged.
« Data Redundancy: Scientists don't rely on one source. They use "triangulation." If satellite altimetry (sea level rise) matches Argo data (ocean expansion due to
heat), the findings are independently verified.
* Trend vs. Mean: Even if the absolute value of energy flux is adjusted (calibrated), the trend (the increase over time) remains unchanged in the raw satellite data.




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1900s: Early hypotheses by Joseph Fourier (greenhouse effect) and Svante
Arrhenius (CO2 warming).

* 1950s-70s: The Keeling Curve begins measuring atmospheric CO2; early climate
models emerge.

» 1988: Formation of the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change),
marking the shift from academic curiosity to global policy.

* 1997-2015: From the Kyoto Protocol to the Paris Agreement; the focus shifts
from "is it happening?" to "how do we stop it?"

* Present Day: The era of "Attribution Science," where specific extreme weather
events are linked to human-induced warming with high statistical confidence.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* Mains 2021 (GS3): "Describe the key outcomes of the 26th session of the COP
to the UNFCCC. What are the commitments made by India?"

* Mains 2017 (GS1): "How does the melting of the Arctic ice and glaciers of the
Antarctic differently affect the weather patterns and human activities on the
Earth?"

* Prelims 2022: Questions on the "Greenhouse Gas Protocol" and "Climate
Action Tracker."
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(NEPAL'S "POLITICAL EARTHQUAKE"

@

 (RESTRUCTURING INDIA-NEPAL TIES 4758

Past o Discarding colonial legacy |
W\ mindsets (1950 Treaty) |

| == o People-centric policies |
/) Future © Addressing long-standing
7" Realities  jrritants

7y Labeling new leaders as
(125 “anti-India” is unjustified.
b |k Evidence: Pragmatic readiness
for cooperation in BD & SL.

//,

|
|
|
|
|

7a===KEY COOPERATION PRIORITIES ===i=
&l

" WAY FORWARD:
_ SUB-REGIONAL STRATEGY

Clear a clear ’

© Emphatic rejection of old guard

© Mandate to RSP: Two-thirds
majority for transformation

' N — U=gi=y — | EDsub-regional
© Challenges: Job creation, ‘ Energy Infrastructure CO'?':!ﬁecﬁ'aLm - strategy for
curbing_n!igration Impatience (Hydropower) (Pipelines, Rails) ™ ;01/\p) Trade rapid growth___/I

Visit us: axiaiasacademy.com | Contact: +91 6002-417488 /bl (Sl lA=mANAAZ (2,00 o= iz




* EXPERT FACULTY & MENTORSHIP
* COMPREHENSIVE STUDY MATERIAL

« REGULAR TEST SERIES & EVALUATION '
Y, * CURRENT AFFAIRS & ANSWER WRITING FOCUS \
e SMALL BATCH SIZES FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION ‘2=

NJ axiaiasacademy.com +91 6002-417488 Jrg




