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• Key Terms and Explanations

• South Pars/North Dome Field: The world's largest natural gas field, located in the 
Persian Gulf. It is shared between Iran (South Pars) and Qatar (North Dome).

• LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas): Natural gas cooled to $-161°C$ for ease of non-
pressurized storage and transport.

• Persona Non Grata: A Latin term used in diplomacy meaning an "unacceptable 
person." It is the most serious form of censure a country can apply to foreign diplomats.

• Energy Infrastructure War: A conflict strategy targeting the economic "circulatory 
system" (refineries, pipelines, ports) of an adversary to force political submission.

• Brent Crude: A major trading classification of sweet light crude oil that serves as a 
major benchmark price for oil purchases worldwide.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The Chain of Escalation: The conflict moved from direct Israel-Iran strikes to a 
broader regional "energy contagion." Iran’s strikes on neutral third parties (UAE, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia) mark a departure from traditional "rules of engagement."
• The "Unintentional" Trigger: A core argument is the misinterpretation of 
intelligence. Iran allegedly struck Qatari facilities believing Qatar was complicit in or 
used as a base for the Israeli strike on South Pars.
• The U.S. Security Umbrella: President Trump’s statements attempt to draw a "red 
line." By distancing the U.S. from the initial Israeli strike, the administration seeks to 
prevent a total regional war while simultaneously using "massive" retaliatory threats to 
protect global energy flow.
• Global Economic Risk: With 20% of global LNG and significant oil refining capacity 
under fire, the core thesis is that the Middle East conflict has evolved into a global 
"stagflation" threat.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1980s Tanker War: During the Iran-Iraq war, both sides attacked commercial 
tankers in the Gulf. This serves as the historical precedent for targeting energy 
exports.

• 1971 Iranian Revolution/Algiers Accord: The roots of Iran’s strained relations 
with its Arab neighbors and its contested maritime boundaries in the Persian Gulf.

• 2015 JCPOA & 2018 Withdrawal: The shift from diplomatic engagement to 
"Maximum Pressure" under the first Trump administration, which set the stage for 
current high-tension brinkmanship.

• 2020 Abraham Accords: The normalization of ties between Israel and 
UAE/Bahrain, which changed the regional security architecture and increased Iran’s 
sense of "encirclement.“

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions
• 2023 (GS-II): "The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger US-
Europe strategic partnership as well as the Iran-Israel tension have changed the 
global security architecture."
• 2022 (GS-II): "West Asian politics has been dominated by the rivalry between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. How has this impacted India’s interests?"

• 2017 (GS-II): "The World is currently trapped in a 'New Cold War'. Discuss."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway connecting the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world’s most important oil transit 
chokepoint.

• Example: If the Suez Canal is a shortcut, Hormuz is the "jugular vein"—there is no immediate alternative for the volume of oil exiting the 
Gulf.

• Chokepoint: A strategic narrow passage that can be easily blocked to disrupt traffic. In geopolitics, controlling a chokepoint equals immense 
leverage.

• Shale Oil: Unconventional oil produced from oil shale rock fragments. The "Shale Revolution" turned the U.S. from a net importer to a top 
producer.

• Energy Geopolitics: The influence of geographical factors on the production, distribution, and consumption of energy, and how this affects 
international relations.

• Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): Emergency fuel storage maintained by countries (like India’s underground caverns in Visakhapatnam 
and Mangaluru) to guard against supply shocks.

• Sanctioned Oil: Oil from countries (like Russia or Iran) that is restricted from international trade by major powers to achieve political goals.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The core thesis of the current situation is that maritime chokepoints are the ultimate "veto" in the global economy.
• The Vulnerability of Global Arteries: The closure of the Strait of Hormuz proves that despite the rise of renewables, the world remains 
tethered to fossil fuels. A disruption at a 33km-wide point can destabilize the GDP of nations thousands of miles away.
• The Paradox of Sanctions: The analysis suggests a "hypocrisy of necessity." While Western powers sanction Russian oil for political reasons, 
they silently rely on India and China to buy and refine that same oil to keep global prices from hitting $150+ per barrel.
• Russia as an Involuntary Stabilizer: Ironically, the conflict in West Asia has transformed Russia from a "pariah" state back into a "critical 
supplier." When Middle Eastern supply is blocked, the world has no choice but to look toward the Siberian fields.
• India’s Strategic Autonomy: India’s shift from 2.5% to 39% Russian oil imports is presented not just as an economic move, but as a 
masterclass in "Realpolitik"—prioritizing domestic energy security and inflation control over Western diplomatic pressure.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1950s - 1960s (The Era of Nationalization): Control of oil shifted from "The 
Seven Sisters" (Western private firms) to state-owned entities like Saudi Aramco, 
giving West Asian states sovereign power over their resources.

• 1973 (The First Oil Shock): The OPEC embargo proved that oil could be used as a 
weapon, leading to the creation of the IEA (International Energy Agency) and a 
global push for energy efficiency.

• 2000s (The Shale Revolution): Hydraulic fracturing (fracking) in the U.S. 
fundamentally altered the balance of power, reducing American dependence on 
the Middle East.

• 2022 - Present (The Great Realignment): The Russia-Ukraine war and 
subsequent West Asian tensions (2026) have forced a decoupling of energy 
markets. The world is moving from a single global market to "fragmented blocs" 
(Western-aligned vs. Eurasian-aligned).

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
• UPSC 2017 (GS II): "The question of India's Energy Security constitutes the most 
important part of India's economic progress. Analyze."
• UPSC 2022 (GS II): "The Russia-Ukraine war has asked many questions regarding 
the global order. Discuss."
• UPSC 2018 (GS I): "Why is the world today confronted with a crisis of availability 
of and access to freshwater resources? (Can be adapted for Oil/Energy resources)."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Mahad Satyagraha (1927): A non-violent struggle led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to assert the right of 
"untouchables" to use water from the Chavdar Tank in Mahad, Maharashtra.

• Chavdar Tale (Tasty Lake): The specific public water tank in Mahad that became the site of the struggle.

• Bole Resolution (1923): A legislative move by S.K. Bole in the Bombay Legislative Council that allowed the 
"Depressed Classes" to use public places like wells and schools. Mahad was an attempt to turn this "paper right" 
into a "lived reality."

• Graded Inequality: A term coined by Ambedkar to describe the Hindu caste system, where castes are arranged 
in a vertical hierarchy, ensuring that every caste (except the very bottom) has someone to look down upon, 
preventing a unified revolt.

• Manusmriti Dahan: The ceremonial burning of the Manusmriti on December 25, 1927, signaling a rejection of 
religious texts that sanctified caste-based discrimination.

• Constitutional Methods: Ambedkar’s preference for legal and democratic means over chaotic rebellion. This is 
seen in his decision to wait for a court verdict on the Chavdar Tank rather than forcing entry during a legal 
injunction.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The core thesis of the discourse is that Mahad is the spiritual ancestor of the Indian Constitution.
• The Primacy of Water over Salt: The Salt Satyagraha was a fight for economic sovereignty against a foreign 
ruler. Mahad was a fight for human dignity against one’s own society. The article argues that Mahad was "deeper" 
because it required confronting neighbors and co-religionists.
• The Failure of Law without Social Sanction: Despite the 1923 Bole Resolution, Dalits could not drink water. 
This highlights that law on paper is toothless unless accompanied by social agitation and a "change of heart."
• Litigation as a Tool of Empowerment: The ten-year legal battle (1927–1937) showed Ambedkar’s faith in the 
judiciary. The victory in the Bombay High Court proved that public resources cannot be claimed as private 
property based on "immemorial custom."
• The "No Peon, No Water" Principle: This serves as a metaphor for structural exclusion. It isn't just about the 
absence of water; it’s about the dependency of the marginalized on the "grace" of the privileged to access basic 
survival needs.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1923: Public spaces were strictly segregated. Customary law (Dharmashastras) 
trumped any sense of natural rights.

• 1923–1924: The Bole Resolution is passed and adopted by the Mahad 
Municipality. However, caste Hindus physically block access.

• March 20, 1927: The first Satyagraha. Ambedkar and thousands drink from the 
tank. The tank is later "purified" by locals with cow urine and dung.

• December 1927: The second conference. The Manusmriti is burned. A legal 
injunction is filed by caste Hindus.

• 1937: The Bombay High Court rules in favor of Ambedkar, establishing the tank as 
public property.

• 1950: Adoption of the Constitution. Articles 15 and 17 effectively nationalize the 
spirit of Mahad.

• Present Day: While legal untouchability is abolished, structural issues like manual 
scavenging and rural segregation (separate pots in schools) suggest the "internal 
sickness" persists.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC Mains (2020): "Has caste lost its relevance in understanding the multi-
cultural Indian Society? Elaborate with illustrations."

• UPSC Mains (2016): "To what extent did the role of the Moderate politicians as 
self-appointed interpreters of Indian nations-mockery help to prepare the ideological 
socket of Indian National Movement?" (Contrast with Ambedkar's radicalism).

• UPSC Mains (2021): "Analyze the distinguish features of the Tribal communities in 
India and the challenges they face." (Themes of marginalization).

• Prelims (Multiple Years): Questions on the Bole Resolution, All India Depressed 
Classes Association, and the Manusmriti burning.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas): Natural gas 
(predominantly methane) cooled to -162 degrees 
C (260 degrees F) to turn it into a liquid, reducing 
its volume by 600 times for easier overseas 
transport.

• LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas): A flammable 
mixture of hydrocarbon gases (propane and 
butane) used as fuel in heating appliances and 
vehicles.

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow chokepoint 
between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It 
is the world's most important oil transit 
chokepoint.

• South Pars/North Dome Field: The world's 
largest natural gas field, shared between Iran and 
Qatar.

• Brent Crude: A major trading classification of 
sweet light crude oil that serves as a major 
benchmark price for oil purchases worldwide.

• Energy Security: The uninterrupted availability 
of energy sources at an affordable price.

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

•Escalation of Conflict: The shift from targeting military assets to 
critical energy infrastructure (Ras Laffan in Qatar, South Pars in Iran, 
and facilities in Saudi/Kuwait) represents a move toward "total 
economic warfare."

•India’s Vulnerability: India is disproportionately affected due to its 
heavy reliance on Qatar. With 40% of LNG and nearly 90% of LPG 
imports passing through the Strait of Hormuz, any disruption creates 
an immediate domestic crisis.

•Supply Chain Chokepoints: The "effective closure" of the Strait of 
Hormuz is identified as the primary driver of the current crisis, rather 
than just the physical damage to plants.

•Global Price Volatility: The breach of the $110-$120 per barrel mark 
for Brent crude highlights how geopolitical instability in West Asia 
dictates global inflation.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Post-1973 Oil Shock: India realized its extreme vulnerability 
to West Asian stability, leading to the creation of Strategic 
Petroleum Reserves (SPRs).

• The 1990s Liberalization: Increased industrialization led to 
a surge in natural gas demand, making Qatar a preferred long-
term partner due to its proximity and vast reserves.

• The LNG Shift (2000s-Present): Under the "Gas-based 
Economy" vision, India shifted toward LNG to meet climate 
goals, inadvertently increasing its reliance on the Persian Gulf.

• Present Day (2026): The current conflict marks a departure 
from historical norms where energy infrastructure was 
generally spared from direct kinetic attacks during regional 
skirmishes.

• Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2017 (GS-2): "The local wars of today have a global 
impact." Discuss in the context of the Middle East.

• UPSC 2022 (GS-3): "Cleaning up the energy sector is crucial 
for India's energy security." Examine the challenges involved.

• UPSC 2023 (GS-2): "The Strait of Hormuz is the world's 
most important chokepoint." Analyze its significance for India’s 
maritime security.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Riparian Principle: The legal doctrine that gives those who own land along the bank of a river the right to use its water. Punjab 
uses this to argue that as the source state, it has primary rights.

• Non-Riparian State: A state through which the river in question does not flow. Rajasthan is considered non-riparian in the 
context of the Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej.

• Cusecs (Cubic feet per second): A unit of flow rate. 18,000 cusecs represents a massive volume of water diverted for irrigation.

• MAF (Million Acre Feet): A unit of volume used for large-scale water resources. One MAF is the volume of water required to 
cover one acre to a depth of one foot.

• Royalty/Usage Charge: A payment made by one entity to another for the right to use an asset. Historically, the Bikaner princely 
state paid this to Punjab.

• SYL Canal (Sutlej-Yamuna Link): A proposed 214-km long canal to share waters of the Ravi and Beas rivers between Punjab and 
Haryana; it remains a point of intense legal and political deadlock.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Core Thesis

• The Punjab government argues that the historical allocation of water to Rajasthan, particularly since the 1960s, has been 
economically and ecologically detrimental to Punjab. They contend that water should be treated as a paid commodity rather than 
a free inter-state allocation.

• Supporting Evidence

• Pre-Independence Precedent: The 1920 agreement between Punjab and the Bikaner state involved a royalty system, proving 
that water was historically viewed as a revenue-generating resource for the provider.

• Resource Depletion: Punjab’s groundwater is at a critical level due to over-extraction for agriculture, while it continues to 
"export" surface water to Rajasthan.

• Changed Hydrology: The 1981 water sharing was based on "surplus" water assumptions that no longer hold true due to climate 
change and reduced river flow.



Historical 
Evolution of 
the Issue

Year Event/Milestone Impact

1920 Bikaner-Punjab Agreement
Bikaner paid royalty to Punjab for 
Sutlej water via the Gang Canal.

1960 Indus Waters Treaty

India gained "unrestricted use" of 
Eastern Rivers (Sutlej, Beas, Ravi), 
shifting the focus to internal 
reallocation.

1981 Tripartite Agreement

Reallocated Ravi-Beas waters; 
Rajasthan given the largest share (8.6 
MAF) to support the Indira Gandhi 
Canal.

2004 Termination of Agreements Act
Punjab Assembly attempted to cancel 
all water sharing; later declared 
unconstitutional.

2016 SC Ruling
Supreme Court struck down Punjab’s 
2004 Act, reinforcing the sanctity of 
inter-state treaties.

Present Monetary Claim
Shift from legal "stoppage" to an 
economic claim for compensation.



Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

UPSC Mains 2013 (GS2):
"Constitutional mechanisms to 

resolve the inter-state water 
disputes have failed to address 
and solve the problems. Is the 

failure due to structural or 
process inadequacy or both?"

UPSC Mains 2016 (GS3): "The 
concept of 'Equitable Utilization' 
of inter-state river waters is often 
at loggerheads with the 'Riparian 

Rights'. Discuss."

UPSC Prelims 2021: Question 
regarding the Inter-State River 

Water Disputes Act and the 
powers of the Central 

Government.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Model Code of Conduct (MCC): A set of guidelines issued by the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) to regulate the conduct of political 
parties and candidates during elections. It ensures a level playing field 
and prevents the misuse of official machinery by the party in power.

• Article 324: The constitutional provision that vests the power of 
"superintendence, direction, and control" of elections in the Election 
Commission.

• Deputation: A temporary transfer of a government official from 
their parent department to another organization or body. During 
elections, state officials are deemed to be on "deputation" to the ECI.

• Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951: The primary 
legislation that governs how elections are conducted in India, including 
the registration of voters and the conduct of officials.

• Section 13CC (RPA 1950): A specific legal provision stating that 
officers involved in electoral roll preparation or conduct are deemed to 
be on deputation to the ECI and subject to its discipline.



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core debate centers on the balance of power between a 
constitutional body (ECI) and an elected state government.

• The ECI’s Prerogative: The ECI argues that to ensure "free and fair" 
elections, it must have the power to remove officials who may be 
biased toward the ruling party. This is seen as a preventive measure to 
maintain neutrality.

• State Sovereignty & Federalism: State governments often argue 
that "unilateral" transfers without consultation undermine the state's 
administrative autonomy. The primary counter-argument is that the 
ECI should seek a panel of names rather than making arbitrary 
removals.

• The "Level Playing Field": The ECI’s actions are supported by the 
logic that the incumbency advantage must be neutralized. Removing 
high-ranking officials like Director Generals of Police (DGP) or Home 
Secretaries is intended to signal that the administration is now under 
independent oversight.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1989 Era: The ECI’s role was relatively more passive regarding administrative 
transfers. The state governments held primary sway over their cadres during the 
poll process.

• 1989 Amendment: An amendment to the RPA (Section 13CC) was introduced, 
formalizing the concept that staff on election duty are on deputation to the 
Commission.

• The Seshan Era (1990s): Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan rigorously 
enforced the ECI’s powers, leading to frequent friction with governments. This era 
established the ECI as a "no-nonsense" regulator.

• 2000 Supreme Court Clarification: Following a dispute led by the Tamil Nadu 
government, a settlement was reached where it was clarified that the ECI has the 
authority to suspend or substitute officers for dereliction of duty or to ensure fair 
polls.

• All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• UPSC 2017 (GS 2): "The 'Election Commission of India' is a pivotal body for 
safeguarding the democratic fabric of India. Comment."

• UPSC 2020 (GS 2): "In the light of the recent controversy regarding the use of 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVM), what are the challenges before the Election 
Commission of India to ensure the trustworthiness of elections in India?"

• UPSC 2022 (GS 2): Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in light of 
the evolution of the Model Code of Conduct.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Article 14 (Right to Equality): Guarantees equality before the law 
and equal protection of the laws. It prohibits "class legislation" but 
allows "reasonable classification."

• Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty): A fundamental 
right interpreted by courts to include the right to dignity, 
reproductive autonomy, and a meaningful life.

• Maternity Benefit Act, 1961: The primary legislation providing for 
paid leave and medical bonus to women employees during 
pregnancy and childbirth.

• Code on Social Security, 2020: A code that seeks to universalize 
social security; it subsumed the 1961 Act but retained certain 
distinctions for adoptive mothers.

• Wollstonecraft Dilemma: A philosophical concept describing the 
tension women face between the demand for equality in the public 
sphere (workplace) and the recognition of their specific needs in the 
private sphere (caregiving).

• Reproductive Autonomy: The right of an individual to make their 
own choices regarding reproduction, which the court has now 
extended to include the choice of adoption.



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The Age Limit Barrier: Previously, maternity leave was denied to 
women adopting children older than three months. The Court 
struck this down as "artificial" and "arbitrary."

• Similarity of Situation: The Court held that adoptive mothers of 
older children are "similarly situated" to those adopting infants or 
biological mothers, as the primary objective is child integration.

• The Meaning of Motherhood: The judgment defines maternity 
as a "state of being a mother," emphasizing the emotional and 
social bond over biological delivery.

• Institutional Care vs. Family: It noted that children from 
institutions (orphanages) often have higher stress levels and 
require more intensive caregiving to settle into a family, making 
leave even more critical for older children.

• Government Counter-Argument: The State argued that crèche 
facilities (mandatory for establishments with 50+ employees) were 
sufficient. The Court rejected this, noting that crèches cannot 
replace the initial bonding period.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1961: The Maternity Benefit Act was enacted, focusing strictly on biological birth.

• 1990s–2000s: Global shifts toward recognizing "care work" influenced Indian labor law discussions.

• 2015: The Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act and Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) regulations streamlined the "legally 
free for adoption" process, which ironically made it harder to adopt infants under three months.

• 2017 Amendment: The Maternity Benefit Act was amended to include a 12-week leave for adoptive mothers, but only if 
the child was less than three months old.

• Present Day: The Supreme Court removes the age cap, aligning the law with the reality of the adoption process in India.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC Mains (2019, GS2): "Performance of welfare schemes that are implemented for vulnerable sections is not so 
effective due to absence of their awareness and active involvement at all stages of implementation process. Discuss."

• UPSC Mains (2017, GS2): "Examine the main provisions of the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 and explain 
how it helps in achieving the objectives of women empowerment."

• UPSC Mains (2020, GS1): "Explore and evaluate the impact of 'Ethical Narratives' on the Indian society with special 
reference to women."






