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Israel won'’t hit Iran gas facility again: Trump

Trump distances U.S. from Israeli strike on South
Pars gas field after Iran attacks on infrastructure

Stanly Johny

istancing  himself
from an Israeli
strike on [Iran’s

South Pars gas feld, US.
President Donald Trump
on Thursday said Tel Aviv
would not target the "ex:
tremely important and va-
luable” site again and
warned Tehran against at-
tacking Qatar’s energy
facilities.

His remarks came after
Iran launched missile at-
tacks at energy facilities in
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and
Israel, following Israeli air
strikes that caused fire at
South Pars in Iran’s south-
ern Bushehr province, one
of the largest known gas
fields in the world.

“Israel, out of anger for
what has taken place in the
Middle East, has violently
lashed out at South Pars
Gas Field in Iran. A rela
tively small section of the

United States knew noth-
ing about this particular at-
tack, and the country of
Qatar was in no way,
shape, or form, involved
with it, nor did it have any
idea that it was going to
happen,” Mr. Trump wrote
in a social media post.

“Unfortunately, Iran did
not know this, or any of the
pertinent facts pertaining
to the South Pars attack,
and unjustifiably and un-
fairly artacked a portion of
Qatar's LNG Gas facility,”
he added. "No more at-
tacks will be made by Israel
pertaining to this extreme-
ly important and valuable
South Pars Field unless
Iran unwisely decides to at-
tack a very Innocent, in
this case, Qatar - In which
instance the United States
will massively blow up the
entirety of the South Pars
Gas Field”

American media quoted
Israeli officials as saying
that the U.S. was informed

Tehran says it is ready to exercise restraint but
warns of escalation if facilities are attacked again

Qatar’s state-run energy firm said Ras LaMan Industrial City, one of the most critical energy hubs in the

world which handies roughly 20% of the global LNG exports, came under attack. FILE PHOTO

Pars strike. South Pars is
part of an offshore gas re-
servoir in the Persian Gulf
shared by Qatar and Iran.
The Qatari side calls it the
North Field.

Iran on Wednesday
evening said it targeted
energy facilities in Qatar,
the UAE, Saudi Arabia and

at South Pars came under
attack,

Qatar's state-run energy
firm Qatar Energy said on
Wednesday its Ras Laffan
Industrial City, one of the
most critical energy hubs
in the world which handles
roughly 20% of the global
LNG exports, came under

several of the company’s
LNG facilities were hit by
Iranian missiles, causing
"extensive damage”.

The UAE suspended op-
erations at Abu Dhabi’s
Habshan gas facility after
authorities said debris of
intercepted missiles fell on
the site. The Bab oil field in

near the Saudi capital Ri-
yadh were also targeted by
Iranian projectiles. Saudi
Arabia’s Defence Ministry
said a drone crashed into
the Samref refinery in the
Red Sea port of Yanbu. In
Kuwait, drone attacks
sparked fire Mina Abdullah
and Mina Al-Ahmadi

Isracli media reported
on Thursday that an oil re-
finery in the northern port
city of Haifa was hit. Imag-
es of a thick plume of dark
smoke rising from the area
of the refinery also
emerged on the social
media.

Oil prices surged on
Thursday, with the bench-
mark Brent crude topping
S5,

The Iranian  attacks
“constitute a dangerous es-
calation and a violation of
international  law”, the
UAE’s Foreign Ministry said
in a statement. “The UAE
reserves its full right to take

The UAE’s Habshan facility, Qatar's Ras Laffan,
and Saudi Arabia’s Samref refinery were hit

protect its sovereignty and
national security, and to sa-
feguard its national inter-
es1s.” The Foreign Ministry
of Qatar declared “the mili-
tary attaché and the secur-
ity attaché at the [Iranian)
embassy [in Doha), in addi-
tion to the staff of the two
attaché offices ‘persona
non grata’," and asked
them to leave the country

within 24 hours.
Later in the day, Iran’s
Foreign Minster Abbas

Araghchi  signalled that
Iran was ready for restraint
but threatened to escalate
if its energy facilities were
attacked again,

“Our response to Israel’s
attack on our infrastruc-
ture employed fraction of
our power. The only rea-
son for restraint was res-
pect for requested de-esca-
lation,” he wrote in a social
media post. “Zero restraint
if our infrastructures are
struck again. Any end to
this war must address dam-



* Key Terms and Explanations

* South Pars/North Dome Field: The world's largest natural gas field, located in the
Persian Gulf. It is shared between Iran (South Pars) and Qatar (North Dome).

* LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas): Natural gas cooled to $-161°CS for ease of non-
pressurized storage and transport.

* Persona Non Grata: A Latin term used in diplomacy meaning an "unacceptable
person." It is the most serious form of censure a country can apply to foreign diplomats.

* Energy Infrastructure War: A conflict strategy targeting the economic "circulatory
system" (refineries, pipelines, ports) of an adversary to force political submission.

* Brent Crude: A major trading classification of sweet light crude oil that serves as a
major benchmark price for oil purchases worldwide.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Chain of Escalation: The conflict moved from direct Israel-Iran strikes to a
broader regional "energy contagion." Iran’s strikes on neutral third parties (UAE, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia) mark a departure from traditional "rules of engagement."

* The "Unintentional"” Trigger: A core argument is the misinterpretation of
intelligence. Iran allegedly struck Qatari facilities believing Qatar was complicit in or
used as a base for the Israeli strike on South Pars.

* The U.S. Security Umbrella: President Trump’s statements attempt to draw a "red
line." By distancing the U.S. from the initial Israeli strike, the administration seeks to
prevent a total regional war while simultaneously using "massive" retaliatory threats to
protect global energy flow.

* Global Economic Risk: With 20% of global LNG and significant oil refining capacity
under fire, the core thesis is that the Middle East conflict has evolved into a global
"stagflation" threat.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1980s Tanker War: During the Iran-Iraq war, both sides attacked commercial
tankers in the Gulf. This serves as the historical precedent for targeting energy
exports.

* 1971 Iranian Revolution/Algiers Accord: The roots of Iran’s strained relations
with its Arab neighbors and its contested maritime boundaries in the Persian Gulf.

* 2015 JCPOA & 2018 Withdrawal: The shift from diplomatic engagement to
"Maximum Pressure" under the first Trump administration, which set the stage for
current high-tension brinkmanship.

e 2020 Abraham Accords: The normalization of ties between Israel and
UAE/Bahrain, which changed the regional security architecture and increased Iran’s
sense of "encirclement.”

* Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* 2023 (GS-II): "The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger US-
Europe strategic partnership as well as the Iran-Israel tension have changed the
global security architecture."

* 2022 (GS-IlI): "West Asian politics has been dominated by the rivalry between
Iran and Saudi Arabia. How has this impacted India’s interests?"

* 2017 (GS-Il): "The World is currently trapped in a 'New Cold War'. Discuss."
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* Key Terms and Explanations '

* Strait of Hormuz: A narrow waterway connecting the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It is the world’s most important oil transit

chokepoint.
* Example: If the Suez Canal is a shortcut, Hormuz is the "jugular vein"—there is no immediate alternative for the volume of oil exiting the
Gulf.
* Chokepoint: A strategic narrow passage that can be easily blocked to disrupt traffic. In geopolitics, controlling a chokepoint equals immense
leverage.

* Shale Oil: Unconventional oil produced from oil shale rock fragments. The "Shale Revolution" turned the U.S. from a net importer to a top
producer.

* Energy Geopolitics: The influence of geographical factors on the production, distribution, and consumption of energy, and how this affects
international relations.

* Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): Emergency fuel storage maintained by countries (like India’s underground caverns in Visakhapatnam
and Mangaluru) to guard against supply shocks.

* Sanctioned Oil: Oil from countries (like Russia or Iran) that is restricted from international trade by major powers to achieve political goals.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of the current situation is that maritime chokepoints are the ultimate "veto" in the global economy.

* The Vulnerability of Global Arteries: The closure of the Strait of Hormuz proves that despite the rise of renewables, the world remains
tethered to fossil fuels. A disruption at a 33km-wide point can destabilize the GDP of nations thousands of miles away.

* The Paradox of Sanctions: The analysis suggests a "hypocrisy of necessity." While Western powers sanction Russian oil for political reasons,
they silently rely on India and China to buy and refine that same oil to keep global prices from hitting $150+ per barrel.

* Russia as an Involuntary Stabilizer: Ironically, the conflict in West Asia has transformed Russia from a "pariah" state back into a "critical
supplier." When Middle Eastern supply is blocked, the world has no choice but to look toward the Siberian fields.

* India’s Strategic Autonomy: India’s shift from 2.5% to 39% Russian oil imports is presented not just as an economic move, but as a
masterclass in "Realpolitik" —prioritizing domestic energy security and inflation control over Western diplomatic pressure.

N
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e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* 1950s - 1960s (The Era of Nationalization): Control of oil shifted from "The
Seven Sisters" (Western private firms) to state-owned entities like Saudi Aramco,
giving West Asian states sovereign power over their resources.

* 1973 (The First Oil Shock): The OPEC embargo proved that oil could be used as a
weapon, leading to the creation of the IEA (International Energy Agency) and a
global push for energy efficiency.

* 2000s (The Shale Revolution): Hydraulic fracturing (fracking) in the U.S.
fundamentally altered the balance of power, reducing American dependence on
the Middle East.

* 2022 - Present (The Great Realighment): The Russia-Ukraine war and
subsequent West Asian tensions (2026) have forced a decoupling of energy
markets. The world is moving from a single global market to "fragmented blocs"
(Western-aligned vs. Eurasian-aligned).

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

e UPSC 2017 (GS ll): "The question of India's Energy Security constitutes the most
important part of India's economic progress. Analyze."

* UPSC 2022 (GS Ill): "The Russia-Ukraine war has asked many questions regarding
the global order. Discuss."

* UPSC 2018 (GS I): "Why is the world today confronted with a crisis of availability
of and access to freshwater resources? (Can be adapted for Oil/Energy resources)."
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Before salt, there was water: why Mahad
Satyagraha deserves its centenary
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Mahad Satyagraha (1927): A non-violent struggle led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to assert the right of
"untouchables" to use water from the Chavdar Tank in Mahad, Maharashtra.

* Chavdar Tale (Tasty Lake): The specific public water tank in Mahad that became the site of the struggle.

* Bole Resolution (1923): A legislative move by S.K. Bole in the Bombay Legislative Council that allowed the
"Depressed Classes" to use public places like wells and schools. Mahad was an attempt to turn this "paper right"
into a "lived reality."

* Graded Inequality: A term coined by Ambedkar to describe the Hindu caste system, where castes are arranged
in a vertical hierarchy, ensuring that every caste (except the very bottom) has someone to look down upon,
preventing a unified revolt.

* Manusmriti Dahan: The ceremonial burning of the Manusmriti on December 25, 1927, signaling a rejection of
religious texts that sanctified caste-based discrimination.

* Constitutional Methods: Ambedkar’s preference for legal and democratic means over chaotic rebellion. This is
seen in his decision to wait for a court verdict on the Chavdar Tank rather than forcing entry during a legal
injunction.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core thesis of the discourse is that Mahad is the spiritual ancestor of the Indian Constitution.

* The Primacy of Water over Salt: The Salt Satyagraha was a fight for economic sovereignty against a foreign
ruler. Mahad was a fight for human dignity against one’s own society. The article argues that Mahad was "deeper"
because it required confronting neighbors and co-religionists.

* The Failure of Law without Social Sanction: Despite the 1923 Bole Resolution, Dalits could not drink water.
This highlights that law on paper is toothless unless accompanied by social agitation and a "change of heart."
 Litigation as a Tool of Empowerment: The ten-year legal battle (1927-1937) showed Ambedkar’s faith in the
judiciary. The victory in the Bombay High Court proved that public resources cannot be claimed as private
property based on "immemorial custom."

* The "No Peon, No Water" Principle: This serves as a metaphor for structural exclusion. It isn't just about the
absence of water; it’s about the dependency of the marginalized on the "grace" of the privileged to access basic
survival needs.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1923: Public spaces were strictly segregated. Customary law (Dharmashastras)
trumped any sense of natural rights.

* 1923-1924: The Bole Resolution is passed and adopted by the Mahad
Municipality. However, caste Hindus physically block access.

* March 20, 1927: The first Satyagraha. Ambedkar and thousands drink from the
tank. The tank is later "purified" by locals with cow urine and dung.

* December 1927: The second conference. The Manusmriti is burned. A legal
injunction is filed by caste Hindus.

* 1937: The Bombay High Court rules in favor of Ambedkar, establishing the tank as
public property.

* 1950: Adoption of the Constitution. Articles 15 and 17 effectively nationalize the
spirit of Mahad.

* Present Day: While legal untouchability is abolished, structural issues like manual
scavenging and rural segregation (separate pots in schools) suggest the "internal
sickness" persists.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains (2020): "Has caste lost its relevance in understanding the multi-
cultural Indian Society? Elaborate with illustrations."

* UPSC Mains (2016): "To what extent did the role of the Moderate politicians as
self-appointed interpreters of Indian nations-mockery help to prepare the ideological
socket of Indian National Movement?" (Contrast with Ambedkar's radicalism).

* UPSC Mains (2021): "Analyze the distinguish features of the Tribal communities in
India and the challenges they face." (Themes of marginalization).

* Prelims (Multiple Years): Questions on the Bole Resolution, All India Depressed
Classes Association, and the Manusmriti burning.
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Mahad Satyagraha (1927) The Grammar of Indian Equality

1923: The Bole Resolution
A legislative move allowing
“Depressed Classes" to use public
places like wells and schools.

(
The “Grammar of Equality”
& Constitutional Legacy

3

Water Salt

Challenged internal Challenged
social exclusion and colonial
restored human dignity. extraction.

March 20, 1927:

{ The First Satyagraha

. Ambedkar and thousands drank
from Chavdar Tank to perform
an act of human equality.

Dandi March Mahad
(Salt Satyagraha) - Satyagraha (Water)
Political / External — Social / Internal

Primary Target: L Primary Target:
External (Colonial Rule) ' Internal (Social Sickness)
Core Value: Core Value:

Economic Sovereignty — Human Dignity
Legal Outcome: ‘ The |nd|an Legal Outcome:

Political Freedom Constitutional Equality
(1047) _Republic

Dec 25, 1927:
Manusmriti Dahan

The ceremonial burning of texts that
sanctified caste-based discrimination
and graded inequality.

From “Paper Right” to “Lived Reality"
Mahad bridged the gap between legal
resolutions (1523) and actual social access.

Article 15 (Access)

Guarantees access to public places, wells, and schools.

The spirit of Mahad was “nationalized” through Articles 15 and 17 of the Indian Constitution.

Constitutional Fruition (1950)

Article 17 (Abolition of Untouchability)

Outlaws the practice of ‘untouchability’ in any form.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas): Natural gas
(predominantly methane) cooled to -162 degreels
C (260 degrees F) to turn it into a liquid, reducing
its volume by 600 times for easier overseas
transport.

* LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas): A flammable
mixture of hydrocarbon gases (propane and
butane) used as fuel in heating appliances and
vehicles.

e Strait of Hormuz: A narrow chokepoint
between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.
is the world's most important oil transit
chokepoint.

* South Pars/North Dome Field: The world's
largest natural gas field, shared between Iran and
Qatar.

* Brent Crude: A major trading classification of
sweet light crude oil that serves as a major
benchmark price for oil purchases worldwide.

* Energy Security: The uninterrupted availability
of energy sources at an affordable price.

T

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

eEscalation of Conflict: The shift from targeting military assets to
critical energy infrastructure (Ras Laffan in Qatar, South Pars in Iran,
and facilities in Saudi/Kuwait) represents a move toward "total
economic warfare."

eIndia’s Vulnerability: India is disproportionately affected due to its
heavy reliance on Qatar. With 40% of LNG and nearly 90% of LPG
imports passing through the Strait of Hormuz, any disruption creates
an immediate domestic crisis.

eSupply Chain Chokepoints: The "effective closure" of the Strait of
Hormuz is identified as the primary driver of the current crisis, rather
than just the physical damage to plants.

*Global Price Volatility: The breach of the $110-S120 per barrel mark
for Brent crude highlights how geopolitical instability in West Asia
dictates global inflation.




e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Post-1973 Oil Shock: India realized its extreme vulnerability
to West Asian stability, leading to the creation of Strategic
Petroleum Reserves (SPRs).

* The 1990s Liberalization: Increased industrialization led to
a surge in natural gas demand, making Qatar a preferred long-
term partner due to its proximity and vast reserves.

* The LNG Shift (2000s-Present): Under the "Gas-based
Economy" vision, India shifted toward LNG to meet climate
goals, inadvertently increasing its reliance on the Persian Gulf.

* Present Day (2026): The current conflict marks a departure
from historical norms where energy infrastructure was
generally spared from direct kinetic attacks during regional
skirmishes.

* Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

e UPSC 2017 (GS-2): "The local wars of today have a global
impact." Discuss in the context of the Middle East.

* UPSC 2022 (GS-3): "Cleaning up the energy sector is crucial
for India's energy security." Examine the challenges involved.

* UPSC 2023 (GS-2): "The Strait of Hormuz is the world's
most important chokepoint." Analyze its significance for India’s
maritime security.
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« POLICY

Why Punjab CM wants Rajasthan to pay for water used since 1960

Manraj Grewal Sharma
Chandigarh, March 19

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister Bhagwant Mann
recently said his government would seek Rs
144 lakh crore from Rajasthan for drawing
18,000 cusecs of water since 1960 without
payment. He argued that a pre-Indepen-
dence agreement required Rajasthan to pay
for this water, and called for its review.

Whatisthe 1920 agreement the CM is
referringto?

The reference is to an arrangement be-
tween the princely state of Bikanerand un-
divided Punjab under British rule. Maharaja
Ganga Singh of Bikaner secured water from
the Sutlej through what came to be known
as the Gang (or Bikaner) Canal, originating
at the Ferozepur headworks. Bikaner paid
Punjab a royalty or usage charge, typically
linked to irrigated acreage.

How did things change in 1960 with
the Indus Waters Treaty?

I'he signing of the Indus Waters Treaty
between India and Pakistan marked a
structural shift. The treaty gave India full
control over the eastem rivers, Sutlej, Beas

and Ravi, for “unrestricted use™.

This allowed Indiato reallocate internal
water distribution. Large post-Indepen-
dence projects such as the Harike Barrage
and the Rajasthan Canal (later the Indira
Gandhi Canal) were developed to divert
water to arid regions.

Accordingto former chief engineer, ca-
nals, Punjab, Amarjit Singh Dullet, this also
marked the point when the royalty-based
system was discontinued. Water sharing
began to be treated as an inter-state alloca-
tion within India, not a paid arrangement,
and Rajasthan stopped making payments.

What changed in 19817

In 1981, a tripartite agreement was
signed between Punjab, Haryana and Ra-
jasthan, all ruled by Congress governments,
with the backing of Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. This agreement reallocated Ravi
Jeas waters based on an estimated avail
ability of 17.17 million acre feet (MAF). Ra-
jasthan was allocated 8.6 MAF, the largest
share, despite being a non-riparian state,

The allocation also supported the ex-
pansion of the Indira Gandhi Canal system,
which carries water from the Harike Bar-
rage in the Tarm Taran district of Punjab

Changein
river water
availability

® The original alloca
tions were basedon

assumptions of ‘sur
plus’ water

® Estimates of avail
able Ravi-Beas
waters have since
declined, while Pun
jab’s groundwater
has sharply depleted
owing Lo Intensive
agriculture

® Also, canal sys
tems within Puniab
have not always op
erated at full capac
ity, while Rajasthan’s
canal network has
expanded, drawing
large volumes

deep into the Thar desert.

Did Punjab ever revoke these
agreements?

In 2004, under then Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, Punjab enacted the Pun-
jab Termination of Agreements Act. While
the law appeared sweeping, it protected
"existing utilisation”. In practice, this
meant that ongoing supplies, particularly
to Rajasthan through established canal sys-
tems, were not disrupted. This Act was
aimed largely at the Satluj-Yamuna Link
canal(SYL), which has been stalled fordec-
ades due 1o the long-standing water-shar-
ing dispute between Punjab and Haryana

In 2016, the Supreme Court held that a
state cannot unilaterally terminate inter-
state agreements, effectively restoring the
earlier legal framework

What is Punjab’s argument against
Rajasthan?

Punjab’s core argument rests on the ri-
parian principle: that states through which
rivers flow should have primary rights over
their waters. Rajasthan does not lie in the
basin of the Ravi, Beas or Sutlej. Punjab ar-
gues that allocating a largershare tosucha

state, especially in a water-stressed scen-
ario, is inequitable. The state is also now
framing the issue in economic terms, sug-
gesting that long-term diversion has im-
posed a measurable cost.

What explains the CM’s statement?

The timing appears driven by multiple
factors. Punjab is facing acute groundwater
depletion and rising concerns over water
sustainability. At the same time, there is re-
newed national focus on river management,
including developments linked tothe Indus
system. Politically, quantifying the claim at
RS LA4 lakh crore tums a historical grievance
into a concrete demand, potentially
strengthening Punjab’s negotiating position
with both Rajasthan and the Centre,

What is the way out?

Former special chief secretary of Pun-
jab, KBS Sidhu, said any claim forcompen-
sation or revision of allocations would have
to be pursued through constitutional
mechanisms. Punjab could move the Su-
preme Court under its original jurisdiction
in inter-state disputes or press its case be-
fore the Ravi-Beas Tribunal, which has
been pending for decades.




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Riparian Principle: The legal doctrine that gives those who own land along the bank of a river the right to use its water. Punjab
uses this to argue that as the source state, it has primary rights.

* Non-Riparian State: A state through which the river in question does not flow. Rajasthan is considered non-riparian in the
context of the Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej.

* Cusecs (Cubic feet per second): A unit of flow rate. 18,000 cusecs represents a massive volume of water diverted for irrigation.

* MAF (Million Acre Feet): A unit of volume used for large-scale water resources. One MAF is the volume of water required to
cover one acre to a depth of one foot.

* Royalty/Usage Charge: A payment made by one entity to another for the right to use an asset. Historically, the Bikaner princely
state paid this to Punjab.

* SYL Canal (Sutlej-Yamuna Link): A proposed 214-km long canal to share waters of the Ravi and Beas rivers between Punjab and
Haryana; it remains a point of intense legal and political deadlock.

* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
* The Core Thesis

* The Punjab government argues that the historical allocation of water to Rajasthan, particularly since the 1960s, has been
economically and ecologically detrimental to Punjab. They contend that water should be treated as a paid commodity rather than
a free inter-state allocation.

e Supporting Evidence

* Pre-Independence Precedent: The 1920 agreement between Punjab and the Bikaner state involved a royalty system, proving
that water was historically viewed as a revenue-generating resource for the provider.

* Resource Depletion: Punjab’s groundwater is at a critical level due to over-extraction for agriculture, while it continues to
"export" surface water to Rajasthan.

* Changed Hydrology: The 1981 water sharing was based on "surplus" water assumptions that no longer hold true due to climate
change and reduced river flow.



Year

1920

1960

1981

2004

2016

Present

Event/Milestone

Bikaner-Punjab Agreement

Indus Waters Treaty

Tripartite Agreement

Termination of Agreements Act

SC Ruling

Monetary Claim

Impact

Bikaner paid royalty to Punjab for
Sutlej water via the Gang Canal.

India gained "unrestricted use" of
Eastern Rivers (Sutlej, Beas, Ravi),
shifting the focus to internal
reallocation.

Reallocated Ravi-Beas waters;
Rajasthan given the largest share (8.6
MAF) to support the Indira Gandhi
Canal.

Punjab Assembly attempted to cancel
all water sharing; later declared
unconstitutional.

Supreme Court struck down Punjab’s
2004 Act, reinforcing the sanctity of
inter-state treaties.

Shift from legal "stoppage" to an
economic claim for compensation.

Historical
Evolution of
the Issue



Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

UPSC Prelims 2021: Question
regarding the Inter-State River
Water Disputes Act and the
powers of the Central
Government.

UPSC Mains 2013 (GS2):
"Constitutional mechanisms to
resolve the inter-state water
disputes have failed to address
and solve the problems. Is the
failure due to structural or
process inadequacy or both?"

UPSC Mains 2016 (GS3): "The
concept of 'Equitable Utilization'
of inter-state river waters is often
at loggerheads with the 'Riparian

Rights'. Discuss."
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* POLITICS

Bengal row: Alook at poll panel

Damini Nath
New Delhi, March 19

FOLLOWING THE announcement of the
schedule for five Assembly polls on Sun
day, the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) has
come Into force. With that, the Election
Comumission (EC) has begun deploying se-
curity personnel and appointing officers
for the smooth conduct of elections

The MCC refers to the rules of conduct
for parties and candidates, in effect until
the poll resuits are declared on May 4. In
the first three days of its operation, the EC
has made a slew of appointments and
teancieors of top IAS and [PS officers in West
Bengal, Assam, Kerala and Tamil Nadu

With West Bengal seeing the most
changes, Chief Minister Mamata Danerjee
wrote to Chief Election Commibssboner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar, calling the move “unilat
eral” and “a matter of deep concem”

What action has the EC taken?
Starting Monday, the EC has boon mak
Ing appointments at various levels of state

governments and police. The first such move
was on Monday maming, when the EC an
nounced the transfer of the Chief Secretary
and Principal Secretary, Home and HEll Af-
fairs, in'West Bengal At least 21 IAS and IPS
officens have been transferred by the Com
rdssdon kn West Bengal, including thestate’s
DGP and Kolkata Police Commissionet

While the reason for the transfers was
not mentioned in the orders, CEC Gyanesh
Kumar sald that the poll panel is “com
mitted to holding transparent, free of fear
viclence-free and inducement-free elec-
tions.” in a written comment provided
along with the ordens

In Assam, the EC has changed 10 senilor
officens — five Superintendents of Police
and five Destrict Election Officers (that is
the District Magistrates). Similarly, five
transfers in Kerala and four in Tamdl Nadu
were effected from Monday to Wednesday.

What are the legal provisions for
transfers?

During an ¢lection and electoral roll
revision, all officers concerned with related

b

West Bengal CM Marnata Banerjee called
the transfers ‘a matter of deep concern’

tasks are treated as though they are on
deputation tothe ECL This s as per Section
BCC of the Representation of the People
Ay, 1950, witich says, “Chilef Electoral OF
ficers, District Election Officers, etc
deemed 1o be on deputation to Election
Commission.”

* Deputing officersto EC
THE ELECTION COMMISSION often re

places officials in states dunng polls under the
Ropresentaton of the Peogle Act. 1950

USUALLY, IT SEEXS 2 panel of officers from
the state government 10 choose from. How
ever, there i no provisson mandating 2 in bw

“The officens referred 1o in this part and
any other officer or staff employed in con
nection with the preparation, revision and
correction of the electoral rolls for, and the
conduct of, all elections shall be deemed to
be on deputation to the Election Commiis
sion for the period during which they are
so employed and such officers and staff
shall, during that period, be subject to the
control, superitendence and discipline of
the iection Commission,” It adds

This section was added through an
amendment in 1989, but there was dis
agreement between the LC and the govern

ment on what “discipline” meant. In 1993
the TN Seshan-led EC moved the Supteme
Court for clarification on this. The EC and
government agreed to the terms of setthe-
ment in 2000, which made it clearthat the
EC could suspend and substitute officers
for dercliction of duty. It s under these
provisions that the EC continues to act dur-
ing elections and revision processes (o
transier officers

What is Mamata Banerjee’s charge?
Soon after the first orders were made
public, the CM wrote to the CEC on Mon
day. saying the “sweeping” changes had
been made without any cogent reason, alle
gation of misconduct, or lapse by the off}
clals concerned In the conduct of dlections
Whitle acknowledging the EC's powerns
to take action, the Chief Minister wrote
that historically, the commission had con
sulted the state government before mak
Ing such changes. Usually, the comemibssion
socks a panel of officers from the state gov
ernment 1o choose from when replacing
an official. However, there Is no provision

s power to transfer officials during elections

mandating it in law

“It istherefore a matter of doep concem
and surpeise that the heads of the adminds
trative machinery inthe State of West Ben-
gal have been removed within hours of the
press release announcing the General Elec
tion to West Bengal Legislative Assembily,
2026, This has been done In an arbitrary
manner, without secking a panel of officers
from the State Government...” she wrote

What is the precedent?

The EC replacing officers during an
clection is not a new practice. EC sources
say this is done to maintain a level playing
field by removing officials percetved to be
close 1o a political dispensation

In fact, during the 2004 Lok Sabha elec
tions, the EC removed then-West Bengal
DGP Rajoey Kumar for the duration of the
polls. Banetioe retnstated him afterwards
After retining, Kumar recently joined the
TMEC and was ehected to the Rajya Sabha on
its ticket. Also, during the 2024 polis, the I
rermoved the Home Secretarion of six states,
inchuding Urtar Pradesh and Gujarat




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Model Code of Conduct (MCC): A set of guidelines issued by the
Election Commission of India (ECI) to regulate the conduct of political
parties and candidates during elections. It ensures a level playing field
and prevents the misuse of official machinery by the party in power.

* Article 324: The constitutional provision that vests the power of
"superintendence, direction, and control" of elections in the Election
Commission.

* Deputation: A temporary transfer of a government official from
their parent department to another organization or body. During
elections, state officials are deemed to be on "deputation" to the ECI.

* Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951: The primary
legislation that governs how elections are conducted in India, including
the registration of voters and the conduct of officials.

* Section 13CC (RPA 1950): A specific legal provision stating that
officers involved in electoral roll preparation or conduct are deemed to
be on deputation to the ECl and subject to its discipline.




* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The core debate centers on the balance of power between a
constitutional body (ECI) and an elected state government.

* The ECI’s Prerogative: The ECI argues that to ensure "free and fair"
elections, it must have the power to remove officials who may be
biased toward the ruling party. This is seen as a preventive measure to
maintain neutrality.

* State Sovereignty & Federalism: State governments often argue
that "unilateral" transfers without consultation undermine the state's
administrative autonomy. The primary counter-argument is that the
ECI should seek a panel of names rather than making arbitrary
removals.

* The "Level Playing Field": The ECl’s actions are supported by the
logic that the incumbency advantage must be neutralized. Removing
high-ranking officials like Director Generals of Police (DGP) or Home
Secretaries is intended to signal that the administration is now under
independent oversight.




¢ Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-1989 Era: The ECl’s role was relatively more passive regarding administrative
transfers. The state governments held primary sway over their cadres during the
poll process.

* 1989 Amendment: An amendment to the RPA (Section 13CC) was introduced,
formalizing the concept that staff on election duty are on deputation to the
Commission.

* The Seshan Era (1990s): Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan rigorously
enforced the ECl’s powers, leading to frequent friction with governments. This era
established the ECl as a "no-nonsense" regulator.

* 2000 Supreme Court Clarification: Following a dispute led by the Tamil Nadu
government, a settlement was reached where it was clarified that the ECI has the
authority to suspend or substitute officers for dereliction of duty or to ensure fair
polls.

¢ All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

* UPSC 2017 (GS 2): "The 'Election Commission of India' is a pivotal body for
safeguarding the democratic fabric of India. Comment."

* UPSC 2020 (GS 2): "In the light of the recent controversy regarding the use of
Electronic Voting Machines (EVM), what are the challenges before the Election
Commission of India to ensure the trustworthiness of elections in India?"

* UPSC 2022 (GS 2): Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in light of
the evolution of the Model Code of Conduct.
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« LEGAL

Citing equality, SC
scraps age limit
for maternity
leave in adoptions

FHE SUPREM

Whar the law said
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MATERNITY
BENEFITS NOT
OPTIONAL

Purpose of mmarernicy benefits




* Key Terms and Explanations

* Article 14 (Right to Equality): Guarantees equality before the law
and equal protection of the laws. It prohibits "class legislation" but
allows "reasonable classification."

* Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty): A fundamental
right interpreted by courts to include the right to dignity,
reproductive autonomy, and a meaningful life.

* Maternity Benefit Act, 1961: The primary legislation providing for
paid leave and medical bonus to women employees during
pregnancy and childbirth.

* Code on Social Security, 2020: A code that seeks to universalize
social security; it subsumed the 1961 Act but retained certain
distinctions for adoptive mothers.

* Wollstonecraft Dilemma: A philosophical concept describing the

tension women face between the demand for equality in the public

sphere (workplace) and the recognition of their specific needs in the
private sphere (caregiving).

* Reproductive Autonomy: The right of an individual to make their
own choices regarding reproduction, which the court has now
extended to include the choice of adoption.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* The Age Limit Barrier: Previously, maternity leave was denied to
women adopting children older than three months. The Court
struck this down as "artificial" and "arbitrary."

* Similarity of Situation: The Court held that adoptive mothers of
older children are "similarly situated" to those adopting infants or
biological mothers, as the primary objective is child integration.

* The Meaning of Motherhood: The judgment defines maternity
as a "state of being a mother," emphasizing the emotional and
social bond over biological delivery.

* Institutional Care vs. Family: It noted that children from
institutions (orphanages) often have higher stress levels and
require more intensive caregiving to settle into a family, making
leave even more critical for older children.

* Government Counter-Argument: The State argued that creche
facilities (mandatory for establishments with 50+ employees) were
sufficient. The Court rejected this, noting that creches cannot
replace the initial bonding period.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue
* 1961: The Maternity Benefit Act was enacted, focusing strictly on biological birth.
* 1990s-2000s: Global shifts toward recognizing "care work" influenced Indian labor law discussions.

e 2015: The Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act and Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) regulations streamlined the "legally
free for adoption" process, which ironically made it harder to adopt infants under three months.

* 2017 Amendment: The Maternity Benefit Act was amended to include a 12-week leave for adoptive mothers, but only if
the child was less than three months old.

* Present Day: The Supreme Court removes the age cap, aligning the law with the reality of the adoption process in India.

* Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

* UPSC Mains (2019, GS2): "Performance of welfare schemes that are implemented for vulnerable sections is not so
effective due to absence of their awareness and active involvement at all stages of implementation process. Discuss."

* UPSC Mains (2017, GS2): "Examine the main provisions of the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 and explain
how it helps in achieving the objectives of women empowerment."

* UPSC Mains (2020, GS1): "Explore and evaluate the impact of 'Ethical Narratives' on the Indian society with special
reference to women."
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