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Key Terms and Explanations
•Medical Tourism (Heal in India): A sector where people travel across international borders to receive medical, dental, or surgical care. India is a hub due to
its "triple-A" advantage: Affordability, Accessibility, and Advanced technology.
•Secondary/Tertiary Healthcare: Specialized consultative care, usually on referral from primary or secondary medical personnel (e.g., oncology, organ 
transplants, or neurosurgery).
•SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation): A regional intergovernmental organization. Patients from member states like Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan form a massive chunk of India's medical footfall.
•Elective Treatments: Medical procedures that are scheduled in advance because they do not involve a medical emergency (e.g., knee replacements, 
cosmetic surgery). These are the first to be dropped during conflicts.
•Airspace Restrictions: The closure or limitation of "flight paths" over conflict zones, forcing airlines to take longer, more expensive routes (rerouting).

Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
The core thesis posits that while India is a global healthcare magnet, its medical tourism sector is highly sensitive to geopolitical "shocks" in source regions.
•The Conflict Impact: Geopolitical tensions in West Asia have led to a 30% to 75% drop in patient footfall from the region in certain North Indian hospital 
chains.
•Logistical Barriers: The primary deterrent isn't a lack of desire for treatment, but the physical inability to travel due to flight cancellations (e.g., Iraq) and 
prohibitive costs caused by fuel surcharges and rerouting.
•Regional Variation in Resilience: * North India: High impact due to heavy reliance on Middle Eastern and Central Asian markets.

•South India: Lower impact due to a more diversified patient base (Africa, SE Asia) and better direct connectivity via neutral carriers (e.g., Ethiopian 
Airlines).

•The "Ramzan" Factor: A crucial nuance is that patient flow from the Middle East naturally dips during holy months, which might temporarily mask the full 
economic severity of the conflict.
•The Silver Lining: Paradoxically, instability in West Asian hubs (like Dubai) might eventually push international patients to view India as a "stable" alternative 
for long-term care.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence & Early Post-Independence: Healthcare was skeletal; 
the wealthy traveled out of India (mostly to the UK) for treatment.

• 1980s-90s: The rise of private corporate hospitals (e.g., Apollo, Fortis) 
began to reverse the trend.

• 2000s (The Boom): The government recognized "Medical Tourism" as a key 
foreign exchange earner. The introduction of the Medical Visa (M-Visa)
simplified the process.

• Post-2014 (Policy Push): The "Heal in India" initiative was launched to 
position the country as a global wellness hub, integrating Ayurveda with 
Allopathy.

• Present Day: India ranks 10th in the Medical Tourism Index (MTI). 
However, the Ukraine-Russia war and now the West Asia conflict have 
exposed the industry's dependence on global stability.

• Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)
• UPSC Mains 2015 (GS 2): "Public health infrastructure has as much 
implications for national security as it has for the economy."
• UPSC Mains 2023 (GS 3): Discuss the role of the service sector in India’s 
economic growth.
• UPSC Mains 2017 (GS 2): "The phrase 'Heal in India' can be the next big 
thing after 'Make in India'. Comment."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Sovereignty: The supreme authority of a state to govern itself without external interference. 
In this context, Pakistan's airstrike is viewed as a violation of Afghanistan's territorial integrity.

• Non-Refoulement/Civilian Immunity: A principle in International Humanitarian Law (IHL) 
that prohibits targeting non-combatants and civilian infrastructure (like hospitals).

• Externalizing Internal Failures: A diplomatic term suggesting that a country initiates foreign 
conflict to distract its domestic population from internal economic or political crises.

• Asymmetric Warfare: Conflict where the parties have significantly different military 
capabilities or tactics (e.g., a state military vs. a de-facto insurgent-led government).

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The Humanitarian Crisis: The core of the issue is the death of approximately 400 individuals 
in a rehabilitation facility. This highlights the vulnerability of "soft targets" in cross-border 
skirmishes.
• Violation of International Law: The Afghan administration and India have categorized the act 
as a breach of airspace and a "barbaric" assault on a civilian medical facility.
• Pakistan's Justification: Pakistan contends the hospital was used as an "arms and 
ammunition depot," attempting to frame the strike as a counter-terrorism measure rather than a 
deliberate attack on addicts.
• India's Strategic Posture: India’s "unequivocal" condemnation reflects its shift toward a more 
vocal role in Afghan affairs, despite not officially recognizing the Taliban. It signals support for 
the Afghan people and regional stability.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• The Durand Line Dispute: Historically, Afghanistan has never formally accepted the 1893 Durand Line as the international border, 
leading to decades of friction.

• Strategic Depth (1980s–2021): Pakistan historically sought "strategic depth" in Afghanistan by supporting various factions to 
ensure a pro-Islamabad government.

• Post-August 2021: After the Taliban takeover, the expected "brotherly" relationship soured. Issues like the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) operating from Afghan soil became a flashpoint.

• 2023–2026 Escalation: Frequent border closures, deportation of Afghan refugees from Pakistan, and tit-for-tat airstrikes have 
replaced the previous era of covert cooperation.

• Previous Years’ UPSC Questions (Relevant)
• 2023 (GS 2): "The focus of India’s foreign policy has shifted from 'Non-Alignment' to 'Multi-alignment' in the wake of the changing 
global order. Discuss."
• 2021 (GS 2): "The USA is facing an existential threat in the form of China, that is much more challenging than the erstwhile Soviet 
Union. Explain." (Context: Impact of US withdrawal from Afghanistan).

• 2013 (GS 3): "The political instability in Pakistan has direct implications for India's internal security. Evaluate."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Sixth Schedule: Contained in Article 244 of the Constitution, it provides for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram. It creates Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) with legislative, judicial, and administrative 
powers.

• Example: An ADC can make laws on land forest management and inheritance to protect indigenous culture.

• National Security Act (NSA), 1980: A preventive detention law that allows the government to detain a person for up to 12 
months without a formal charge or trial if they are deemed a threat to national security or public order.

• Preventive Detention: Action taken on grounds of suspicion that the person is likely to commit a prejudicial act. Unlike 
punitive detention, it is not a punishment for a past crime but a "precautionary" measure.

• Statehood: The demand for a Union Territory (UT) to be converted into a full-fledged State, granting it an elected Legislative 
Assembly and greater autonomy from Central control.

• Judicial Closure: A legal term referring to a final judgment by a court that resolves a dispute, ensuring that the legal 
questions raised (like the validity of an arrest) are answered even if the person is released.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The Necessity of Legal Precedent: Wangchuk argues that even though he is free, the Supreme Court should rule on the 
merits of his detention. The core thesis is that administrative "revocation" of the NSA should not be used to bypass judicial
scrutiny of whether the law was misused.
• The "Linguistic Misunderstanding" Defense: A significant point is the claim that detention was based on misinterpretations 
of language/intent. This suggests that high-stakes security laws are sometimes applied due to a lack of cultural or linguistic 
nuance by the executive.
• Flexibility in Dialogue: The activist posits that both the Union Government and the people of Ladakh must move away from 
rigid stances. This implies a "middle path" approach—balancing Ladakh’s need for autonomy with the Centre's concerns 
regarding the strategic sensitivity of a border region.
• Civil Disobedience vs. National Security: The article contrasts the activist’s view of "struggle for culture" against the State’s 
classification of certain protests as "anti-national" or threats to public order.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-2019: Ladakh was a part of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Residents often complained of "political step-motherly treatment" 
from the leadership in Srinagar.

• August 2019: The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act was 
passed. Ladakh was carved out as a Union Territory without a 
legislature. While initially celebrated in Leh, it led to fears of 
"dispossession" of land and jobs.

• 2020-2023: Formation of the Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil 
Democratic Alliance (KDA). Their "Four-Point Agenda" emerged: 
Statehood, Sixth Schedule status, job reservation for locals, and 
separate Parliamentary seats for Leh and Kargil.

• 2024-2025: Intensification of protests, climate fasts by Wangchuk, 
and eventually, the imposition of the NSA following unrest in Leh, 
leading to the current legal and political standoff.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)
• Mains (2023, GS2): "The Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution 
has failed to achieve its objectives of tribal autonomy." Critically 
examine.
• Mains (2017, GS2): "Preventive detention is a necessary evil." 
Discuss in the context of the protection of fundamental rights.
• Prelims (2020): Which Schedule of the Constitution of India can 
be applied to protect the interests of the tribal people?







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Maternity Benefit: A "bridge" payment and leave period that allows a woman to remain economically 
secure while fulfilling caregiving roles. Example: A corporate employee receiving her full salary while staying 
home to bond with her newborn.

• Otiose: A legal term meaning "serving no practical purpose" or "redundant." The court used this to 
describe the 3-month age limit for adopted children, as the legal process itself takes longer than 3 months.

• Reproductive Autonomy: The right of an individual to make their own choices regarding reproduction, 
including the decision to adopt. This is treated as an extension of the Right to Privacy (Article 21).

• Code on Social Security (2020/2025): A massive legislative overhaul that consolidated several labor laws, 
including the Maternity Benefit Act, to simplify compliance and extend benefits to more sectors.

• Social Security Benefit: A government-mandated or employer-funded program to provide financial aid to 
those with inadequate or no income due to circumstances like old age, disability, or parenthood.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• Equality of Motherhood: The court dismantled the hierarchy between biological and adoptive mothers. It 
argued that the "emotional bonding" in adoption requires just as much, if not more, presence and care.

• The "Age of Child" Fallacy: The previous law only benefited those adopting infants under three months 
old. The court noted that because Indian adoption procedures (CARA) are rigorous and lengthy, almost no 
mother could actually meet this 3-month window, making the right illusory.

• Preventing the "Gender Inequality Cycle": A crucial observation was made regarding the "older sibling." 
Without leave, a mother might pull an older daughter out of school to babysit the new arrival, thus 
perpetuating educational gaps for girls.

• Paternity as a Necessity: The judgment moved beyond "women’s issues" by urging the government to 
recognize paternity leave. It argued that the "solitary" burden of childcare on women is a social construct that 
needs to be broken by legal recognition of the father’s role.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: Minimal protections; women often lost jobs upon 
pregnancy in the unorganized sector.

• 1961 (Maternity Benefit Act): The first major step providing 12 weeks 
of leave, primarily for the organized sector.

• 2017 (Amendment): A massive leap increasing leave from 12 to 26 
weeks for biological mothers and introducing 12 weeks for 
"commissioning" (surrogacy) and adoptive mothers.

• 2020-2025 (Code on Social Security): Integration of maternity benefits 
into a broader social security net, though it retained the controversial "3-
month age limit" for adoption.

• Present (SC Judgment): Struck down the discriminatory age limit and 
expanded the scope to include paternity leave as a future legal goal.

• Previous Years’ Questions (UPSC)

• Mains (2019, GS2): "Performance of welfare schemes that are 
implemented for vulnerable sections is not so effective due to absence of 
awareness and active involvement at all stages." (Relates to the 
awareness of maternity rights).

• Mains (2017, GS2): "Examine the main provisions of the Maternity 
Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 and the challenges in its 
implementation."

• Mains (2020, GS1): "How does patriarchy impact the position of a 
middle-class working woman in India?"







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Melanoma: A potent form of skin cancer arising from melanocytes (pigment-producing 
cells). It is notorious for its high metastatic potential.

• Metastasis: The process by which cancer cells break away from the primary tumor, travel 
through the blood or lymphatic system, and form new tumors in distant organs.

• Nuclear Envelope: A double-membrane structure that encloses the cell's genetic material. 
In this context, its fluidity (regulated by cholesterol) determines how easily a cell can squeeze 
through tight spaces.

• Lamin B Receptor (LBR): A dual-function protein. It acts as a physical bridge (tethering 
chromatin to the nuclear membrane) and an enzyme (assisting in cholesterol synthesis).

• Statins: A class of lipid-lowering medications that inhibit the enzyme HMG-CoA reductase, 
commonly used to prevent cardiovascular disease.

• Deformability: The "squishiness" of the nucleus. A more deformable nucleus allows a cell 
to navigate the dense Extracellular Matrix (ECM) of the body.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The "Mechanical" Advantage: The core thesis is that high cholesterol in the nuclear 
envelope acts as a physical lubricant. This allows the normally rigid nucleus to "squish," 
facilitating the migration of cancer cells through microscopic gaps.
• Fragility and Mutation: While "squishiness" helps movement, it also makes the nuclear 
membrane prone to rupturing. These ruptures expose DNA to cytoplasmic stress, leading to a 
"mutational burst" that makes the cancer more aggressive.
• The LBR Connection: The study identifies LBR overexpression as the culprit. LBR doesn't 
just hold the nucleus together; it actively produces the cholesterol that softens it.

• Statin Correlation: The findings provide a biological mechanism for why cancer patients on 
cholesterol-lowering drugs often see slower disease progression.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 1970s–80s: Research on fungi (yeast) identified genes responsible for 
sterol synthesis. At this stage, the research was purely "basic science" with 
no known link to human medicine.

• 1990s: Genomic sequencing revealed that the human LBR gene was a 
homolog (ancestor-related) to these fungal genes.

• Early 2000s: Epidemiological data began suggesting that patients on 
statins had better cancer outcomes, but the "why" remained a mystery.

• Present (2020s): The shift toward Mechanobiology. Scientists are now 
linking metabolic pathways (cholesterol) to the physical movement of cells 
(metastasis).

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2014 (GS-3): "What are the areas of control of the 'Integrated 
Disease Surveillance Project' (IDSP) and what are its components?" 
(Thematic link: Non-communicable disease management).

• UPSC 2021 (GS-3): "Describe the various causes and the effects of faulty 
glycosylation in human body." (Thematic link: Biochemical errors leading to 
disease).

• General Theme: UPSC often asks about "Applied Biotechnology" and 
"Public Health Challenges."







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Multipolar World System: A global order where power is distributed among several 
major states rather than dominated by one (unipolar) or two (bipolar) superpowers. 
BRICS views STI as a tool to achieve this balance.

• Techno-nationalism: The linking of a nation’s technological prowess directly to its 
national security and economic sovereignty, often leading to restricted sharing of tech 
(e.g., US-China chip wars).

• New Quality Productive Forces: A conceptual framework (often associated with 
Chinese economic policy) focusing on innovation-led growth that breaks away from 
traditional labor-intensive models, prioritizing high-tech, high-efficiency, and high-
quality sectors.

• GERD (Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D): The total amount a country spends 
on research and development. It is a critical indicator of a nation's "innovative health."

• National Innovation System (NIS): The network of institutions in the public and 
private sectors whose activities and interactions initiate, import, modify, and diffuse 
new technologies.

• Mega-science Projects: Large-scale scientific endeavors requiring massive 
investment and international cooperation, such as the International Thermonuclear 
Experimental Reactor (ITER) or Large Hadron Collider (LHC).



• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis posits that while BRICS has successfully transitioned 
from a purely economic bloc to a strategic STI collaborator, it faces a 
"delivery gap" caused by institutional decentralization and 
heterogeneous member capacities.

• Shift from Basic to Applied Science: Collaboration has moved beyond 
theoretical research to socially relevant sectors like vaccine research 
(post-COVID), digital health, and climate tech.

• The Inclusion vs. Efficiency Dilemma: The expansion to BRICS+ 
(including Iran, UAE, Ethiopia, etc.) increases the group's global footprint 
but complicates the synchronization of STI policies due to varying levels 
of economic development.

• Institutional Frameworks: The establishment of the BRICS 
Technology Transfer Centre (TTC) and the iBRICS network are cited as 
evidence of a move toward commercializing research, though large-scale 
market success remains elusive.

• AI as a New Pillar: The 2025 Declaration on AI marks a shift where 
Artificial Intelligence is no longer a sub-topic but a central theme for 
multilateral governance, challenging Western-led AI norms.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• 2009–2010 (Foundational Years): Focus was primarily on the global financial 
architecture and macroeconomic stability post-2008 crisis.

• 2011 (Sanya Summit): STI was formally recognized as a potential area of cooperation.

• 2015 (Moscow MoU): A landmark Memorandum of Understanding on STI was signed, 
making it a "strategic pillar."

• 2017–2020 (Action Plan Phase): The first Action Plan for Innovation Cooperation was 
launched, creating working groups for entrepreneurship and youth.

• 2021 (Space Agreement): Member nations signed an agreement on cooperation in 
the BRICS Remote Sensing Satellite Constellation.

• 2024–2025 (The BRICS+ Era): Expansion of the bloc and the elevation of AI and "New 
Quality Productive Forces" to the top of the agenda.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• Mains 2022 (GS-2): "The newly revitalized BRICS believes in a multipolar world... 
discuss its challenges."

• Mains 2014 (GS-2): "The BRICS nations are characterized by diversity... what are the 
commonalities that hold them together?"

• Mains 2017 (GS-3): "Give an account of the growth and development of nuclear 
science and technology in India." (Context: Shared BRICS nuclear research).







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance: A department-related permanent committee of Parliament 
consisting of members from both Houses. It acts as a watchdog over the financial health and accountability of 
specific ministries.

• NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India): The premier policy "Think Tank" of the Government 
of India, providing both directional and policy inputs. It replaced the Planning Commission in 2015.

• Budget Estimates (BE): The amount of money allocated to a ministry or department in the Union Budget for 
the upcoming financial year.

• Actuals: The real amount of money spent by the ministry after the conclusion of the financial year, often 
different from the initial estimate.

• Quarterly Expenditure Plan (QEP): A mechanism to ensure that spending is spread evenly throughout the year 
to avoid a "March Rush" (excessive spending at the end of the fiscal year).

• Idling and Blocking of Funds: A situation where money is allocated to a department but remains unspent. This 
is a "locked" resource that could have been used for other productive developmental projects.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The core issue revolves around chronic fiscal under-performance despite increasing budget requests.
• The Paradox of Allocation vs. Utilization: The Ministry consistently asks for more funds (a 22% increase for 
2026-27) while failing to spend even half of its previous allocations. In FY 2023-24, utilization was a mere 35%.
• Dismal Implementation: The Committee argues that the gap between "Budget Estimates" and "Actuals" is not 
just a math error but evidence of poor planning on the ground.
• The "March Rush" Concern: There is a projected spike in spending for the final quarter (Q4) of 2025-26. The 
Committee warns this is a "disproportionate rush" to exhaust funds, which often leads to poor quality of 
expenditure and violates the 15% monthly spending cap rule.
• Lack of Fiscal Prudence: The Committee emphasizes that NITI Aayog, being the nation’s premier planning 
body, should ideally be the gold standard for financial management, yet it shows "flaws in planning" within its 
own house.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence to 1950: The concept of a planned economy took root with the 
National Planning Committee (1938) and later the Bombay Plan.

• 1950–2014 (The Planning Commission Era): The Planning Commission followed a 
top-down approach with Five-Year Plans. Financial scrutiny often focused on "Plan" vs. 
"Non-Plan" expenditure.

• 2015 (Formation of NITI Aayog): NITI Aayog was created to foster "Cooperative 
Federalism." Unlike the Planning Commission, it does not have the power to allocate 
funds to states; it is a think-tank.

• Present Day (Post-2020): There has been an increasing shift toward "Outcome-
based Budgeting." However, as seen in the recent report, the transition from being a 
policy designer to an efficient financial executor remains a challenge.

• Previous Years’ Questions 
• UPSC Mains (2015): "How is NITI Aayog different from the Planning Commission? 
Discuss its role in the development of India."
• UPSC Mains (2018): "The Public Expenditure Management in India is a challenge. 
Comment."
• UPSC Prelims (2022): Questions on the role of Parliamentary Committees and the 
nature of the Estimates Committee.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Balance of Payments (BoP): A statistical statement that summarizes transactions between residents and non-residents during a period. It consists of 
the Current Account (trade in goods/services) and the Capital Account (foreign investment, loans).

• Net Invisibles: This refers to the secondary income and services part of the Current Account. It includes Remittances (money sent home by migrants) 
and Software Services exports. For India, this is usually a surplus that helps offset the trade deficit.

• Trade Deficit: When the value of a country's imports exceeds its exports. India typically runs a merchandise trade deficit due to high oil and electronic 
imports.

• The Three Fs: Fuel, Food, and Fertilizers. These are the primary commodities whose prices spike during global conflicts, directly impacting inflation and 
fiscal health.

• Strait of Hormuz: A narrow chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. About one-fifth of the world's total petroleum liquids pass 
through here.

• Capital Flows: The movement of money for the purpose of investment, trade, or business production. This includes Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) 
and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core thesis is that while India "weathered" the Russia-Ukraine storm, a full-scale West Asian conflict involving Iran would be exponentially more 
damaging due to India's structural dependencies on the region.

• The "Invisibles" Vulnerability: Unlike the Ukraine war, which primarily hit the "Visible" (merchandise) account via oil prices, a West Asian war hits the 
"Invisibles." India relies on nearly 9 million workers in the GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) for massive remittance inflows.

• The Chokepoint Risk: Iran's ability to close the Strait of Hormuz poses a greater threat to energy security than the disruption of Russian pipelines, as it 
cuts off the primary artery for LNG and crude for the entire Asian continent.

• Agricultural Impact: While India has high stocks of wheat and rice, it remains critically dependent on West Asia for fertilizer inputs (rock phosphate, 
ammonia, sulfur) and LNG (used to manufacture domestic urea).

• Capital Flight: Uncertainty leads to "Risk-off" sentiment, where foreign investors pull money out of emerging markets like India, putting downward 
pressure on the Rupee.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1991: India followed a "Look West" policy mainly for energy. The 1990 Gulf War 
caused a massive BoP crisis because of a spike in oil prices and the cost of evacuating 
Indian citizens from Kuwait, leading to the 1991 Liberalization.

• 2000s–2010s: India diversified its economy. Software exports and remittances from 
the Gulf became the "Twin Pillars" that stabilized India’s Current Account.

• 2022 (Russia-Ukraine): A test of resilience. India managed by importing discounted 
Russian oil, proving that it could navigate merchandise disruptions.

• Present Day: The shift toward a potential "Iran-Israel" or "West Asian" conflict 
represents a move from a commodity price shock to a structural income shock (loss of 
remittances).

• All Previous Years’ UPSC Questions

• GS 3 (2022): "The Russia-Ukraine war has asked serious questions about the energy 
security of the world. Comment."

• GS 2 (2017): "Indian Diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy 
of America and European Countries. Comment." (Note: Shift this focus to the Gulf for 
this context).

• GS 3 (2013): "Examine the impact of the BoP crisis on the Indian economy since 
1991."

• Prelims (2014/2022): Questions on the "Current Account Deficit" and "Strait of 
Hormuz" geography.







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Goldilocks Era: An economic state where growth is robust, but inflation is low, preventing the economy from "overheating" or falling into 
recession. It’s the "just right" scenario for policymakers.

• Crude Oil Basket: A weighted average of various types of crude oil (primarily Oman/Dubai sour and Brent sweet) that reflects the actual 
mix of oil imported by Indian refineries.

• Current Account Deficit (CAD): The shortfall between a country's exports and its imports. Since India imports over 80% of its oil, a price 
spike widens this gap, putting pressure on foreign exchange reserves.

• Basis Points (bps): A standard unit of measure for interest rates and other percentages in finance. 100 bps= 1%.

• Fiscal Deficit: The gap between the government's total expenditure and its total revenue (excluding borrowings). High energy prices 
often force the government to increase subsidies, widening this deficit.

• Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs): Entities like IOCL, BPCL, and HPCL. When global prices rise but pump prices are kept stable to protect 
consumers, these companies face "under-recoveries" or lower margins.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts
• The core thesis posits that India’s recent period of macroeconomic stability—characterized by 7%+ growth and manageable inflation—is 
under direct threat from volatile global energy markets.
• The Price-Growth Inverse Relationship: The analysis suggests a "non-linear" hit to the economy. While $80/barrel is manageable, a jump 
to $100/barrel triggers a disproportionate drop in GDP growth (projected to fall from 7.6% toward 6%).
• Currency Vulnerability: There is a direct correlation between oil prices and the Rupee’s value. As oil prices rise, the demand for Dollars 
to pay for imports increases, depreciating the Rupee (potentially toward 98.5 per USD).
• The Subsidy Burden: To insulate the common man, the government often resorts to subsidies (e.g., the mentioned ₹19,230 crore for 
fertilizers). This diverts funds from capital expenditure (infrastructure) to revenue expenditure (subsidies).
• Supply Chain Disruptions: Beyond just price, the physical movement of energy through chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz is a critical 
vulnerability.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-1991: India faced a severe Balance of Payments (BoP) crisis triggered largely by 
the Gulf War and spiking oil prices, leading to the LPG (Liberalization, Privatization, 
Globalization) reforms.

• 2000s Super-cycle: Rapid growth led to high oil prices, managed through "Oil 
Bonds" by the then government—a practice that deferred the fiscal burden to future 
generations.

• The Transition (2014-Present): Shift toward deregulation of petrol and diesel prices 
to reduce the subsidy burden. However, the emergence of the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
and West Asian instability has reintroduced "administered pricing" tendencies to 
control inflation.

• Previous Years’ Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC 2014 (GS-III): "Enumerate the indirect taxes which have been subsumed in 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India. Also, comment on the revenue implications 
of the GST... [including the exclusion of petroleum products]."

• UPSC 2019 (GS-III): "It is argued that the strategy of inclusive growth is intended to 
meet the objectives of inclusiveness and sustainability together. Explain." (Context: 
How energy inflation hurts inclusiveness).

• UPSC 2021 (GS-III): "Explain the basic differences between the elements of the 
Budget and the Economic Survey. How do global price shocks affect these 
projections?"







• Key Terms and Explanations

• Gender Self-Identification: The right of an individual to choose their gender identity 
without requiring medical or state certification.

• NALSA Judgment (2014): A landmark Supreme Court ruling that recognized 
transgender persons as the "third gender" and upheld their right to self-determine their 
gender identity.

• Socio-cultural Identities: Specific community-based identities in India, such as 
Kinnar, Hijra, Aravani, and Jogta, which have historical and traditional roots.

• Gender Dysphoria: The distress caused by a mismatch between a person's biological 
sex and their gender identity.

• Clinical Gate-keeping: A system where medical professionals or state officials decide 
whether an individual’s gender identity is "valid" based on exams or psychological tests.

• Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

• The core debate centers on the transition from a rights-based model (self-identity) 
to a medical-bureaucratic model (certification).

• Narrowing the Scope: The 2019 Act was inclusive of all trans-masculine and trans-
feminine individuals. The proposed amendment seeks to limit the definition primarily to 
those with specific "socio-cultural" identities (like Kinnar or Hijra), potentially excluding 
a large population of transgender people who do not belong to these traditional groups.

• Mandatory Medical Boards: The Bill proposes that a District Magistrate (DM) can 
only issue an identity certificate after a recommendation from a Medical Board. 
Activists argue this violates privacy and bodily autonomy.

• Criminalization and Protection: The Bill introduces stricter punishments (up to 5 
years) for crimes like kidnapping or forcing transgender persons into bonded labor. 
While intended as protection, critics argue the bill simultaneously "criminalizes" the 
identity by making it harder to legally exist without state approval.



• Historical Evolution of the Issue

• Pre-Independence: Various indigenous gender-diverse communities existed but 
were marginalized under the Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 by the British.

• 2014 (NALSA v. Union of India): The Supreme Court declared that "self-
determination of gender is an integral part of personal liberty" under Article 21.

• 2018 (Navtej Singh Johar Case): Decriminalization of consensual same-sex acts 
(Section 377), further strengthening the right to intimacy and identity.

• 2019 (Transgender Persons Act): The first comprehensive law passed, though it was 
criticized for requiring a DM's certificate for "change in gender" after surgery.

• 2026 (The Amendment Bill): The current proposal that seeks to revert to medical 
certification and narrow the definition of who "qualifies" as transgender.

• Previous Years' Questions (PYQs)

• UPSC Mains (GS 2, 2020): "The concept of 'Third Gender' has been recognized by 
the Judiciary. Discuss the challenges faced by them in gaining social acceptance and 
constitutional rights."

• UPSC Mains (GS 2, 2017): "Examine the scope of 'Right to Privacy' in light of recent 
Supreme Court judgments." (Relevant due to the privacy aspect of gender identity).

• UPSC Prelims (2019): Question on the "Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) 
Act."






