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* Key Terms and Explanations -

* SOGIESC: An acronym for Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, Gender Expression, and Sex Characteristics. It is a holistic framework used
in human rights discourse to encompass the full spectrum of identities beyond just the transgender or LGBTQIA+ umbrella.

* Intersex Variations: A natural biological variation where a person is born with sex characteristics (chromosomes, hormones, or anatomy)
that do not fit typical binary definitions of male or female.

* Gender Identity vs. Sex Identity: A fundamental conceptual distinction. Sex identity refers to biological and physiological characteristics
(male, female, intersex). Gender identity is a person's deeply held, internal sense of their own gender (man, woman, transgender, non-
binary). Conflating the two, as the critique suggests the Bill does, creates conceptual and legal confusion.

* Non-Consensual "Normalising" Surgeries: Medically unnecessary surgical interventions performed on intersex infants or children to
make their bodies conform to a binary sex (male or female). These are performed without the individual's informed consent and are
criticized for causing lifelong physical and psychological trauma.

* Hijra Jamath-Gharana System: A traditional social structure, often criticized as having been shaped during the colonial era. It functions
as a hierarchical system where a senior figure (Nayak) exercises authority over junior members (Chelas). While providing a sense of
community for those rejected by families, it is critiqued for potentially leading to economic exploitation, control over earnings (from
begging or sex work), and limited freedom.

* Medical Board "Authority": A proposed body, headed by a Chief Medical Officer, that would replace a simpler District Magistrate
process for gender recognition. This represents a shift from self-declaration to a medicalized, bureaucratic model, potentially creating
barriers.

* Indic Frameworks: Refers to pre-colonial South Asian traditions and cultural contexts that were often more inclusive of diverse gender
identities.
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* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Core Thesis: The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026, despite its stated intent to fix the flaws of the 2019 Act, is a fundamentally
flawed piece of legislation. It perpetuates structural discrimination by conflating distinct identities, medicalizing gender recognition, entrenching exploitative social
hierarchies, and ignoring core rights related to family, civil law, and bodily integrity.

* Key Arguments and Supporting Evidence:

* Flawed Definition: The Bill narrows the definition of "transgender person" to specific socio-cultural identities and intersex variations, explicitly excluding non-
heteronormative gender-fluid identities. By doing so, it violates the principle of self-identification, a cornerstone of global human rights standards.

* Conflation of Identities: The most critical structural flaw is the continued conflation of "intersex persons" under the "transgender" umbrella. This is argued to be
scientifically inaccurate (biology vs. identity) and erases the specific needs of intersex individuals, such as a ban on non-consensual "normalising" surgeries.

* Maedicalization over Self-Determination: Replacing the District Magistrate process with a medical board shifts the power from a civil administrative process to a
medical one. This creates a bureaucratic hurdle, undermines the dignity of self-perceived identity, and can lead to gatekeeping.

* Entrenchment of Exploitative Structures: While the Bill introduces stringent punishments for external perpetrators who force individuals into "transgender
presentation" and exploitation, it does nothing to regulate or reform the internal hierarchies of the hijra jamath-gharana system. By leaving these structures
untouched, the law effectively legitimizes them, failing to protect vulnerable children who may be trapped in bonded labor, begging, or sex work within these systems.

* Absence of Core Civil Rights: The Bill is entirely silent on marriage, adoption, inheritance, divorce, and succession rights for transgender persons. This omission
perpetuates their exclusion from the foundational institutions of family and kinship that define citizenship and dignity in Indian society.

* Lack of Intersectionality: The Bill fails to adopt an intersectional lens, ignoring how caste, disability, poverty, and religion compound discrimination for transgender
and intersex individuals. There are no targeted remedies for those facing multiple forms of marginalization.

e Counterarguments

The government likely argues that these amendments "fix the vagueness and implementation failures" of the 2019 Act. By tightening definitions and increasing
penalties for forced exploitation, they aim to prevent misuse of the law and protect vulnerable individuals from abuse. The medical board might be presented as a
safeguard to ensure authenticity and prevent fraud, while the focus on specific identities is presented as a way to target state resources to those most in need.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Colonial Era: Ancient Indian texts and traditions, such as the Kama Sutra, Ramayana, and Mahabharata, contain references to tritiya-prakriti (third nature)
and individuals who did not conform to binary gender norms. Communities like the hijras often held respected, though ambiguous, social roles linked to
auspiciousness and royalty. This period is characterized by a broader, more fluid, and integrated understanding of gender diversity.

* Colonial Era (19th-20th Century): British colonial rule introduced rigid Victorian moral codes and legal structures. The Criminal Tribes Act (1871) criminalized entire
communities, including hijras, branding them as "criminal tribes." This led to systematic harassment, surveillance, and pushed these communities to the margins. The
colonial legal system also codified a strict gender binary, erasing pre-existing fluidities.

* Post-Independence (1950s-2000s): The criminalization was partially continued through the Habitual Offenders Act. Transgender and intersex individuals faced
widespread social ostracism, discrimination, and lack of legal recognition. The community remained largely invisible in official records and policy.

* Pre-2014 Milestones:

* 2009: The Election Commission of India took a progressive step by allowing voters to identify as "Other" in voter IDs, marking the first formal state
recognition of a third gender.

e 2011: The Supreme Court of India, in Ranjit Kaur v. State of Punjab, directed the state to treat a transgender person's self-identified gender for legal
purposes.

e 2013: In Suresh Kumar Koushal v. NAZ Foundation, the Supreme Court upheld Section 377 of the IPC, recriminalizing homosexuality.

* Landmark Judgment - NALSA (2014): In National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) v. Union of India, the Supreme Court delivered a watershed judgment. It
recognized transgender persons as a "third gender," affirmed the fundamental right to self-identification of gender, and directed the government to provide
reservations in education and employment. This judgment forms the constitutional bedrock for transgender rights in India.

* Post-NALSA Developments:

e 2018: The Supreme Court, in Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, read down Section 377, decriminalizing consensual same-sex

* 2019: The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act was passed. It was heavily criticized for deviating from the NALS/2 by not fully
guaranteeing the right to self-identification and requiring a certificate from a District Magistrate.

* 2026: The current Amendment Bill is introduced, which is the subject of this analysis, representing the government's ‘0 address the 2019 Act's
shortcomings but introducing new, potentially more regressive features.
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* Logical and Philosophical Base

* The arguments in the critique are built on a foundation of several key philosophical and logical principles:

* Human Dignity and Autonomy: The central philosophical premise is that every individual has an inherent right to self-determination, particularly
regarding their own identity. The critique argues that a medicalized model violates this autonomy by placing the power to define one's identity in the
hands of a state-appointed medical board, rather than the individual.

* Principle of Non-Discrimination: The argument that the Bill's definition excludes non-heteronormative gender-fluid identities is rooted in the
principle of non-discrimination. It posits that the law must protect all gender identities, not just a pre-approved list.

* Epistemological Rigor (Science vs. Social Construct): The critique uses a logical distinction between sex (biological) and gender
(social/psychological). It argues that the Bill's conflation of intersex (a biological variation) with transgender (a matter of identity) is scientifically
inaccurate. The underlying logic is that effective policy must be based on accurate distinctions; failure to do so leads to laws that erase specific needs
(e.g., banning non-consensual surgeries for intersex individuals).

* Constitutionalism: The argument is grounded in constitutional morality. It invokes Article 21 (Right to Life and Privacy) to argue that bodily integrity
and the right to make decisions about one's own body are fundamental. It also suggests that the Bill, by failing to provide civil rights like marriage and
inheritance, undermines the constitutional promise of equality and dignity for all citizens.

* Critique of Structural Violence: The analysis of the hijra jamath system reflects a philosophical lens that sees social structures themselves as sources
of violence. The law, by failing to reform these internal hierarchies, is accused of perpetuating structural violence and legitimizing systems of
exploitation.

* Rights-Based Approach vs. Welfare-Based Approach: The critique implicitly contrasts a rights-based approach, where individuals are recognized as
rights-holders with agency, with a welfare-based approach, where the state defines who is "deserving" of protection. The emphasis on self-
identification and civil rights points to the former, while the Bill's medicalized and narrow definitions point to the latter.



* Multidimensional Analysis
* Social Dimension

* Stigma, family rejection, school bullying and neighbourhood violence drive many gender-non-conforming children
into unsafe spaces and exploitative systems.

* Lack of family-support mechanisms, shelters and inclusive education policies perpetuate marginalisation.
* Political Dimension
* Identity debates are politically charged, intersecting with culture wars, moral discourses and electoral calculations.
* Legislatures may prioritise symbolic “law and order” responses (higher penalties) over deeper structural reforms.
* Legal Dimension

* Tension between self-identification (as recognised by Supreme Court) and statutory moves towards
medical/administrative verification.

* Gaps in civil rights (marriage, adoption, inheritance) leave fundamental aspects of citizenship unaddressed.
* Ethical Dimension

* Core issues: informed consent, best interests of the child, autonomy vs protection, and the ethics of medical
intervention in non-pathological bodily diversity.

* Ethical frameworks must address both state abuse (surveillance, gatekeeping) and community-level exploitation.
* International Dimension

* Global standards (UN, WHO, regional human-rights bodies) increasingly emphasise: depathologisation, intersex
bodily integrity, and comprehensive SOGIESC recognition.

* India’s approach affects its human-rights reputation and engagement with global norms and UPR (Universal
Periodic Review).

* Economic Dimension
* Discrimination leads to underemployment, informal labour and poverty traps for GIESC communities.

* Inclusive policies (education, skilling, anti-discrimination in employment) can unlock human capital and reduce
long-term welfare burdens.



Linkages with NCERTs
Political Science — Class Xl (Indian Constitution at Work)

e Chapters on Fundamental Rights, Equality, and Constitutional Design help frame debates on dignity, non-discrimination, and minority
protections.

Political Science — Class XlIl (Contemporary World Politics / Politics in India Since Independence)

e Themes of social movements, rights-based mobilisation, and the evolution of citizenship.

Sociology — Class XI & Xl

e Chapters on social stratification, gender, family, and social change provide conceptual tools to understand marginalisation, stigma and
intersectionality.

Class IX—X Democratic Politics

* Basic ideas of democracy, rights, and diversity; useful for grounding essay-style explanations.

Biology — Class XIl (Human Reproduction, Reproductive Health)

e Basic understanding of sex characteristics, genetics, and bodily variations offers scientific context for intersex discussions.



Linkages with UPSC CSE Syllabus
GS Paper Il (Polity, Governance)

* Topics: “Fundamental Rights”, “Functions and Responsibilities of the Union and the States”, “Government policies and interventions
for development in various sectors”, “Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of
vulnerable sections”.

GS Paper | (Society)

* Topics: “Salient features of Indian society”, “Diversity of India”, “Role of women and women’s organisation, population and associated
issues, poverty and developmental issues, urbanisation”, “Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism, secularism”.

GS Paper lll (Social Justice in practice through welfare schemes; though formally more economic)

* Issues of inclusive growth, human capital, demographic dividend.
GS Paper IV (Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude)

* Human dignity, empathy, compassion, rights of vulnerable sections, ethical issues in medical decision-making and public policy.
Essay Paper

* Themes on gender, dignity, constitutional morality, social justice, and “India’s tryst with diversity”.



Way Forward
Re-anchor law in self-identification

* Restore and strengthen the right to self-perceived gender identity, consistent
with NALSA and international standards.

e Use medical inputs only as optional supports, not compulsory gatekeeping
mechanisms.

Separate legal treatment of sex and gender

* Distinguish clearly between sex characteristics and gender identity in legal
definitions and forms.

* Treat intersex and transgender concerns under related but distinct statutory
and policy frameworks.

Enact intersex-specific protections

* Ban non-urgent, non-consensual “normalising” surgeries on intersex infants
and children.

* Mandate genetic counselling, psychological support and independent ethics
oversight for medically necessary interventions.

Reform and regulate community structures

* Recognise cultural significance of hijra and similar identities, while
introducing child-protection laws, anti-trafficking safeguards, and transparent
grievance redress against exploitation.

* Provide alternatives: shelter homes, bridge education, skilling, and livelihood
programmes.

Strengthen civil and family-law rights

* Gradually introduce gender-neutral or GIESC-inclusive provisions on
marriage, adoption, inheritance and maintenance, aligned with constitutional
principles.

* Ensure these reforms are accompanied by public sensitisation to reduce
backlash.



* UPSC Mains -GS |

e 2016, GS I: Question on “role of women and women’s
organisations in social transformation” — can be extended to think
about gender minorities.

e 2019, GS I: Question on social empowerment, communalism,
regionalism and secularism — social empowerment part is relevant.

* UPSC Mains —GS I

* 2013-2023: Repeated questions on “vulnerable sections and
mechanisms for their protection and betterment” — transgender
persons can be used as a case study.

e 2015, GS Il: Question on “rights of persons with disabilities” —
template for thinking about rights-based legislation for other
vulnerable groups.

* Questions on “judicial activism/judicial overreach” can be linked
to NALSA, Navtej Johar and subsequent legislative responses.

¢ UPSC Mains -GS Il

* Questions on inclusive growth and social sector initiatives
(health, education, skill development) can include GIESC
communities as a critical example.

e UPSC Mains — GS IV (Ethics)

* Case-study oriented questions on medical ethics, rights of
children, consent and privacy are directly relevant to intersex
surgeries and medical boards.

* Questions on empathy, compassion and attitude towards
weaker sections.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Dissent: The expression of opinions that differ from those held by the government,
the majority, or an authority. In a democratic context, it is considered a legitimate and
essential form of political participation.

* Sedition: An act or conduct that is directed against the state or government, aiming to
bring it into hatred or contempt. In India, Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code defines
sedition. The article notes the danger of the line between dissent and sedition being
dissolved, implying that legitimate criticism can be mischaracterized as a threat to the
state.

* State vs. Government: A critical conceptual distinction.

» State: A sovereign, permanent, and supreme entity encompassing the territory,
population, and all its institutions—the executive, legislature, judiciary, and the
bureaucracy. It is the overarching structure of power.

* Government: The temporary body of elected representatives that manages the
affairs of the state for a specific term. It is an organ of the state.

* Federal Structure, Unitary Spirit: A phrase often used to describe the Indian
Constitution. It establishes a federal structure with a clear division of powers between
the Centre and States (Union List, State List, Concurrent List) but includes strong unitary
features like a strong central government, single citizenship, and the appointment of
state governors by the Centre.

* Centrifugal Tendencies: Forces or movements that threaten the unity and integrity of
a country by seeking to break away or weaken the central authority. The article mentions
that excessive regional assertions are sometimes viewed through this lens.

* Performative Politics: Political actions designed for visual impact and media
consumption rather than for substantive policy change. The article links this to the role of
mass media in a visually-driven political communication landscape.




Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

*Core Thesis: The article posits that the core of the debate sparked by the IYC protest is not about the propriety of the protest method, but about the fundamental
tension between dissent and nationalism in a democracy. It argues that this tension is exacerbated by a political culture that equates criticism of the government with
an "attack on the nation."

*Key Points:

Dissent as Democratic Credential: The article argues that protests at international events are not inherently anti-national; they can be a demonstration of a
democracy's robustness, showing that citizens have the freedom to voice dissent even on a global stage.

The "Strong Leader" Narrative: It highlights a governing philosophy where leadership charisma is central. In such a framework, dissent is often viewed as an
obstacle to decisive leadership rather than a legitimate check on power. This is contrasted with the historical parallel of the "India is Indira" sentiment
during the Emergency.

Blurring State and Government: A central argument is that ruling parties often intentionally blur the distinction between the state (permanent, sovereign)
and the government (temporary, executive). By branding criticism of the government as an "attack on the nation," they delegitimize opposition and dissent.

Role of Institutional Design: The article explains that the Constitution's federal structure with unitary features provides a ready framework for a "strong
state" interpretation. Political parties advocating for centralization draw on the "unitary spirit" to view regional assertions or contrary views as threats to
national cohesion.

The Mass Media's Role: It critiques the role of a section of mass media as a "force multiplier" in this dynamic. By using performative, visual communication
to "certify patriotism" and conflate policy criticism with anti-nationalism, the media deepens the confusion between government and country.

*Counterarguments

The article acknowledges the perspective that the manner of protest can be questioned, suggesting that there is a legitimate debate about the
appropriateness of disrupting international events.

It also notes that India's historical experience with separatist movements informs a security-based perspective that prioritizes a "one nation, one identity"
narrative as a safeguard against real centrifugal forces. This perspective sees any criticism amplified globally as a potential tool for forces seeking to
guestion the state's legitimacy.



* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence Era: The national movement itself was an act of massive dissent
against British rule. Leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak used the concept of Swaraj to question
colonial authority. The colonial state's response, including laws like the Rowlatt Act and the
Sedition law, set an early precedent for the conflict between state authority and political
dissent.

* Post-Independence (1950s-1970s): The early decades saw a robust democratic framework
with dissent being channeled through parliamentary debates, trade unions, and movements.
However, the Emergency (1975-77) was a watershed moment. The suspension of civil
liberties, arrest of opposition leaders, and censorship marked the extreme point where the
government (under Indira Gandhi) explicitly sought to erase the distinction between itself
and the state, with slogans like "India is Indira." This period is the historical touchstone for
the dangers of conflating dissent with disloyalty.

* 1980s-1990s: This period was marked by significant centrifugal challenges, most notably
the Punjab insurgency and the Assam movement. The state's response, often through direct
central rule and security operations, shaped a narrative where strong central leadership was
seen as essential for preserving national unity. The rise of coalition politics at the Centre also
tested the federal structure.

* Post-2000s: The era of coalition governments brought regional parties to the forefront,
emphasizing the federal and pluralistic nature of the Constitution. The debate on nationalism
intensified with events like the anti-nuclear deal protests, the India Against Corruption
movement, and later, the student protests.

* 2014-Present: The return of a single-party majority government has brought the "strong
leader" narrative to the fore. Major flashpoints like the anti-CAA/NRC protests (2019-20) and
the farmers' agitation (2020-21) saw the government and a section of media framing large-
scale dissent as "anti-national" or "urban Naxal" conspiracies, directly reviving the
fundamental debate about the limits of dissent and the nature of nationalism.
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* Logical and Philosophical Base

* Underlying Logic: The logic of the "strong leader" narrative is rooted in a Hobbesian view of the
state, where the primary purpose is to ensure order and security. In this view, dissent is a source of
disorder that can embolden centrifugal forces. A unified, powerful central authority is seen as the
only safeguard against fragmentation. The logic follows that if the leader is the sole guarantor of
unity, then any challenge to the leader is a challenge to the unity of the nation.

* Philosophical Foundations:

Rousseau’s General Will vs. Pluralism: The "one nation, one identity" narrative echoes
Rousseau's concept of the "general will," which can be interpreted as a singular, undivided
expression of the nation's interest. This clashes with a liberal pluralist philosophy, which
argues that society is a collection of diverse, often conflicting, interests and that the state's
role is to manage these conflicts peacefully. The debate is fundamentally between these
two philosophical traditions.

Locke’s Social Contract: John Locke’s philosophy argues that the government is a trustee of
the people’s rights and can be legitimately opposed if it breaches its trust. This provides
the philosophical bedrock for the right to dissent. The article's defense of dissent as a
"safety valve" aligns with this Lockean tradition, where the people are the ultimate
sovereign.

* Assumptions:

The article assumes that a "confident nation" is one that can tolerate and engage with
dissent without feeling threatened.

It operates on the assumption that the democratic framework, with its constitutional
checks and balances, is the best arena for negotiating competing visions of nationalism.

It challenges the assumption that criticism amplified globally automatically constitutes a
threat to national security, suggesting it could also be a sign of democratic maturity.



* Multidimensional Analysis

* Social: The debate reflects a deep social schism between different visions of Indianness—a monolithic,
majoritarian identity vs. a pluralistic, diverse identity. Dissent often gives voice to marginalized communities, and
its suppression can be viewed as a tool of social domination. The reaction to protests, like the farmers' agitation,
also reveals urban-rural divides and class dynamics.

* Political: This is the core of the issue. It involves the functioning of opposition parties, the nature of executive
dominance, and the health of federalism. The narrative of anti-nationalism is a powerful political weapon to
delegitimize rivals. It shapes electoral politics by creating a binary between "patriots" and "traitors," reducing
complex policy debates to simple loyalty tests.

* Legal: The issue is deeply intertwined with constitutional law. It involves fundamental rights (Art. 19 - freedom
of speech and expression, Art. 21 - life and liberty) vs. reasonable restrictions (public order, sovereignty and
integrity of India). The interpretation of laws like Section 124A (sedition) and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) is crucial. The Supreme Court's role as the guardian of the Constitution is tested in cases where the
government overreaches.

» Ethical: At its heart, this is an ethical dilemma about state power and individual liberty. It pits consequentialist
ethics (protecting national security and unity at the cost of some liberties) against deontological ethics (the duty
to uphold fundamental rights regardless of consequences). It raises questions of the ethics of journalism, the
morality of protest, and the virtue of patriotism.

* International: The "national image" is the focal point. The incident directly affected how India is perceived on
a global stage. International media and foreign governments often use such events to assess the health of Indian
democracy. A heavy-handed response to dissent can lead to criticism from international human rights bodies and
strain diplomatic relations, while a tolerant response can bolster India's image as a mature democracy.

* Economic: Large-scale dissent, like the farmers' protest, can have direct economic consequences (e.g.,
disruption of supply chains). The perception of political instability or excessive curtailment of rights can impact
investor confidence and foreign direct investment. Conversely, a vibrant democracy with active civil society is
often seen as a positive factor by long-term investors who value stability through institutional resilience.



* Linkages with NCERTs

* Class 11, Political Science (Indian Constitution at Work): Chapters on
Fundamental Rights (especially Freedom of Speech), the Emergency, and
the Judiciary are directly linked. The concepts of "State" and
"Government" are clearly defined in the chapter on "Executive." The
chapter on "Federalism" is crucial for understanding the "federal
structure, unitary spirit" debate.

* Class 12, Political Science (Politics in India since

Independence): Chapters on the "Crisis of the Constitutional Order"
(covering the Emergency) provide the historical parallel for the conflation
of government and state. Chapters on "Regional Aspirations" directly
address the tension between federalism, regionalism, and centrifugal
tendencies. The chapter on "Recent Developments in Indian Politics"
touches upon the changing nature of political communication and
leadership.

* Class 12, Sociology (Social Change and Development in

India): Chapters on "Social Movements" provide the sociological context
for understanding dissent as an organized form of collective action and its
role in a democracy.




* Linkages with UPSC CSE Syllabus

* @GS Paper Il (Polity, Governance, and Social Justice):

* Indian Constitution: Fundamental Rights (Art. 19, 21), Directive Principles, Structure of Government
(State vs. Government).

* Federalism: Centre-State relations, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure.
* Parliament and State Legislatures: Functioning, issues of executive dominance.

* Judiciary: Its role in protecting rights and acting as a check on executive power.

Statutory and Regulatory Bodies: Role of media and issues related to media ethics.

S Paper lll (Internal Security):

* Role of Media and Social Networking Sites: How media narratives can influence internal security.

* Linkages of Terrorism & Insurgencies: The historical context of "centrifugal tendencies" and the
government's response.

* GS Paper IV (Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude): ’

* Ethics in Public Administration: The ethical dilemma of balancing national security with civil liberties.
* Ethics of Media: Objectivity, bias, and the role of media in a democracy. /

* Philosophical Basis of Governance: The concepts of dissent, civil disobedience, and their ethical
justifications (Locke, Rousseau).



*  Way Forward

* Reinforce Constitutional Morality: The need for all political actors—the ruling
party and the opposition—to anchor their arguments in constitutional values rather
than ad hominem attacks. Political discourse should focus on policy disagreements
rather than questioning the patriotism of opponents.

* Judicial Oversight and Legal Reform: The Supreme Court's stay on the misuse of
the sedition law is a positive step. There is a need for robust judicial scrutiny of cases
where laws like UAPA and sedition are invoked against peaceful protesters. The
legislature must consider codifying guidelines to prevent the arbitrary use of these
laws.

* Strengthening Institutions: The media, the election commission, and the civil
services must function as independent pillars of democracy. Media should self-
regulate to avoid becoming a "force multiplier" for any one political narrative and
instead focus on fact-based reporting that distinguishes between criticism of policy
and threats to national security.

* Promoting Deliberative Democracy: Creating more spaces for dialogue and
negotiation can channel dissent into productive outcomes. The government should be
more willing to engage with protestors and opposition in a structured manner, using
parliamentary committees and other forums for serious deliberation. The farmers'
agitation was eventually resolved through dialogue; this model should be seen as a
precedent, not an exception.

* Balanced Approach to National Image: The government must recognize that a
nation's global image is not just about projecting strength and order. It is also about
demonstrating the resilience of its democratic institutions, including the ability to
peacefully accommodate and resolve dissent. A heavy-handed approach often creates
a more damaging global perception than the dissent itself.



* UPSC CSE Mains:

— * 2023: The strength of a democracy lies in its ability to accommodate dissent within the
— : e — - framework of the Constitution. (GS Paper Il)

* 2022: What are the challenges to the federal structure of India? How can these be
addressed? (GS Paper 1)

* 2021: Discuss the desirability of greater federal autonomy with a strong centre. (GS
Paper 1)

= * 2020: The Emergency of 1975 was a watershed moment in Indian politics.
A Comment. (GS Paper )

* 2019: What are the major challenges to the freedom of speech and expression in
India? (GS Paper Il)

* 2018: The role of media in a democracy is to be a watchdog, not a lapdog. Discuss. (GS

- Paper IV - Ethics)

— * 2017: The spirit of tolerance and love is not only an interesting feature of Indian society
Pecu— from the very beginning, but it is also the need of the hour. Elucidate. (GS Paper I)

T
» 2015: The essence of democracy lies in the freedom of dissent. Discuss. (GS Paper Il)

* 2014: The Central Government's tendency to dominate the states has led to the erosion
of the federal spirit. Comment. (GS Paper Il)

* UPSC CSE Prelims:

* Numerous questions on Fundamental Rights (Art. 19), the Emergency, Federalism, and
~ Sedition law appear regularly, testing the conceptual understanding of these terms.
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Energy Transition: The fundamental shift from a global energy system based on fossil fuels (coal, oil,
natural gas) to one based on renewable and low-carbon energy sources (solar, wind, hydro, nuclear). It’s
not just about changing fuel sources but also involves technological, economic, and social restructuring.

» Strategic Reserves: Stockpiles of essential commodities (like crude oil) maintained by a country to
ensure energy security during supply disruptions caused by geopolitical conflicts, natural disasters, or
economic blockades.

* Force Majeure: A legal clause in contracts that frees both parties from liability or obligation when an
extraordinary event or circumstance beyond their control (like a war, strike, or natural disaster) prevents
one or both from fulfilling their contractual duties. In the article, it’s used to describe a situation where
state-run refineries cannot operate due to a blockade.

* Critical Minerals: A group of non-fuel minerals, metals, and elements that are essential for modern
technologies (especially renewable energy, electronics, and defense) but whose supply chains are
vulnerable to disruption. Their extraction and processing are often geographically concentrated.

* OPEC+: The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) plus a group of non-OPEC oil-
producing nations, most notably Russia. This alliance coordinates oil production policies to manage global
oil prices and supply. The article mentions it controls ~40% of global oil production.

* Reshoring: The practice of bringing manufacturing and production of goods back to a company's or
country's home country. In the context of the article, it refers to the idea of developed nations moving
critical mineral mining and processing away from China to enhance strategic autonomy.

* Payback Period: The time required for the cumulative savings or revenues from an investment (like a
wind farm) to equal the initial capital cost. A shorter payback period makes an investment more attractive.



Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

*Core Thesis: The article argues that while geopolitical crises (like the West Asia war) can act as powerful catalysts for accelerating the energy transition by
exposing the vulnerabilities of fossil fuel dependence, relying on fear and short-term economic shocks is an unsustainable strategy. For a durable transition,
the ethical imperative of planetary survival must become the primary driver.

*Key Points and Supporting Evidence:

* Vulnerability of Fossil Fuels: The UN climate chief's statement and the impact of the Strait of Hormuz blockade on India are used to demonstrate
how fossil fuel dependency compromises national security, sovereignty, and economic stability.

* Renewables as a Partial Solution: The article concedes that renewables offer immunity from fuel-based blockades, as the energy source (sun,
wind) is freely available after installation. This is a strong point for energy sovereignty.

* The Critical Minerals Bottleneck: It introduces a powerful counter-argument, pointing out that the renewable energy sector has created new

dependencies on critical minerals. The supply chains for these minerals are even more concentrated (especially in China for processing) than the
global oil market, creating a new form of strategic vulnerability.

* The Fear Factor vs. Ethics: The analysis posits that using "fear" (wars, price shocks) to force an energy transition is flawed. Its effects are
temporary. When oil prices drop, the economic case for renewables weakens, and the focus shifts to the ethical and environmental problems of
mineral mining. A transition driven by "ethics"—the long-term goal of saving the planet—is presented as the only sustainable path.

*Counterarguments and Nuances:

* The article implicitly acknowledges the "energy justice" argument: the West used fossil fuels to develop and cannot deny the same path to
developing nations like India.

* It highlights the role of "shock events" as an effective, albeit unethical, tool to make renewables economically attractive by shortening payback
periods.

* It presents a scenario where stable oil prices could allow India to slow its transition, using domestic coal and cheap gas as a bridge while its
renewable infrastructure matures, framing the current crisis as forcing India's hand prematurely.



e Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence (Colonial Era): Energy security was centered on coal for
railways and imperial needs. India's resources were exploited for the benefit of the
British Empire, with no concept of a sovereign energy strategy.

* Post-Independence (1947-1991): The focus was on building a self-reliant
economy. The government prioritized the development of domestic coal
(nationalization of coal mines in the 1970s) and hydroelectric power. The first oil
shocks of the 1970s (the 1973 oil embargo) highlighted the vulnerability of oil
imports, leading to the creation of the Oil and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) to
boost domestic exploration.

* Economic Liberalization (1991-2000s): With liberalization came a surge in
economic growth and energy demand. India opened its economy to global markets,
leading to a sharp increase in crude oil and natural gas imports to fuel industrial
growth. Energy security was redefined as securing access to global hydrocarbon
resources, leading to investments in overseas oil fields.

* Climate Change Era (2000s-Present): India’s stance evolved from "historicpl
responsibility" of the West to proactive climate action. The launch of the Natjonal
Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) in 2008, including the National Solar
Mission, marked the beginning of a formal policy push for renewables. This efa is
characterized by a balancing act: expanding coal for energy access while invefting
heavily in solar and wind. International commitments like the Paris Agreement
(2015) and domestic targets (like 500 GW non-fossil by 2030) now define the
energy landscape.

* Geopolitical Shocks (2020s): The COVID-19 pandemic and the Russia-Ukrdine

war exposed the fragility of global supply chains. The current West Asia confl|ct, as
discussed in the article, is the latest shock, forcing a re-evaluation of energy
security. This has accelerated the focus on energy independence, green hydragen,
and securing critical mineral supply chains, marking a shift from mere "energy
access" to "strategic autonomy" in energy.
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* Logical and Philosophical Base

* Realism in International Relations: The article’s core logic is built on realist principles. It views states as
rational actors primarily concerned with their own security and sovereignty. Dependence on others for
energy is framed as a threat, a "subservience," that can be exploited during conflict. The fear of being held
hostage is the key lever.

* Economic Rationalism: The investment logic is governed by payback periods, capital expenditure, and
commodity prices. The decision to transition is portrayed as being heavily influenced by market signals.
When oil is cheap, the rational economic choice for a government is to stick with it.

* Ethical Imperative (Environmental Ethics): This is the article’s philosophical counterpoint to realism and
economic rationalism. It posits a moral duty to future generations and the planet (intergenerational equity)
and a responsibility to not cause irreversible harm (the precautionary principle). It argues that a long-term,
stable energy policy should be founded on this ethics, not on the volatility of war and fear.

* Moral Hazard: There’s an underlying philosophical tension: is it acceptable to use the tragedy of war
(and the fear it generates) to achieve a long-term moral good (climate action)? The article argues against
this, suggesting that policies built on such foundations are inherently unstable and can backfire.



* Multidimensional analysis

* Social dimension

* Energy access is central to poverty reduction, education, health, and gender equity.

* A poorly managed transition (e.g., sudden coal closures) can create job losses, social unrest, and regional disparities.

* Conversely, distributed renewables (rooftop solar, mini-grids) can democratize access and empower rural communities if
accompanied by capacity building.

* Political dimension
* Energy choices influence foreign policy (relations with West Asia, Russia, US, China).
* Domestically, political parties may weaponize energy prices, subsidies, and “jobs vs environment” narratives.

* Ashift to ethics-based transition may require political leaders to withstand short-term populist pressure and articulate
long-term visions.

* Legal dimension
* Environmental and climate litigation is increasing; courts may demand stricter state action consistent with constitutional duties.
* Regulatory frameworks for critical minerals, EIA norms, and labour protections will shape how ethical the transition actually is.

* International law (Paris Agreement, human rights conventions) creates soft-binding obligations for decarbonization and fair
transition.

* Ethical dimension

* Core ethical tensions: development vs decarbonization; national interest vs global responsibility; present vs future generations.
* Justice between North and South: historical responsibility, finance and technology transfer.

* Justice within the South: protecting vulnerable communities and workers during restructuring.

* International dimension

* Conflicts in West Asia, sanctions, and maritime security shape energy security calculations.

* China’s mineral processing dominance and Western efforts to reshore or “friend-shore” create new blocs and alliances.

* Multilateral initiatives (ISA, Mission Innovation, mineral security partnerships) are arenas where ethics, security, and industrial
strategy intersect.

* Economic dimension
* Energy prices influence inflation, fiscal health, current account balances, and industrial competitiveness.
* Renewables plus storage, if scaled, can provide long-term price stability and reduce import bills.

 Transition can create new industries (batteries, EVs, green hydrogen) but also strand old capital; managing this reallocation is a
major policy challenge.



* Linkages with NCERTs

* Geography — Class 10: “Resources and Development”, “Minerals and Energy
Resources”

* Concepts of renewable/non-renewable resources, distribution of coal, oil,
natural gas, and minerals.

* Understanding resource scarcity, sustainable development, and
environmental impacts.

* Geography — Class 12: “Fundamentals of Human Geography” and “India: People
and Economy”

* Chapters on primary activities (mining) and energy resources.

* Spatial patterns of resources, and their role in shaping economic and political
relations.

* Economics — Class 11: “Indian Economic Development” (Infrastructure,
Environment and Sustainable Development)

* Energy as part of infrastructure; discussion on sustainable development,
externalities, and policy trade-offs.

* Economics — Class 12: “Macroeconomics” (BoP, inflation, growth)

* How oil import bills affect current account, inflation, growth; link to energy
security.

* Political Science — Class 11 & 12: “Constitution at Work”, “Contemporary World
Politics”

* Constitutional values regarding environment, DPSPs, fundamental duties.
* Chapters on globalization, international organizations, and global commons.
* Environmental Education / Biology — Class 12: “Environmental Issues”

* Climate change, pollution, sustainable resource use, and their ethical
dimensions.



Linkages with UPSC CSE syllabus

GS Paper 1 (Society & Geography)

Salient features of world’s physical geography — resources distribution (energy, minerals).

Effects of globalization on Indian society — jobs in fossil vs renewable sectors; regional inequalities.
Population and associated issues — energy poverty, urbanization, and environmental stress.

GS Paper 2 (Polity & IR)

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States in energy and environment.

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors (energy, industry,

environment).

India and its neighborhood, bilateral, regional and global groupings — West Asia, China, climate

negotiations, mineral supply partnerships.

Role of NGOs, SHGs, civil society in environmental movements and energy justice.

GS Paper 3 (Economy, Environment, Science & Tech)

Indian economy: energy security, infrastructure, investment, inclusive growth.

Effects of liberalization and globalization on industrial policy and energy markets.

Conservation, environmental pollution, and degradation, environmental impact assessment.
Disaster and climate resilience, adaptation and mitigation strategies.

Science and technology: new energy technologies, critical minerals, strategic materials.

GS Paper 4 (Ethics)

Ethics and human interface: environmental ethics, inter-generational equity, global justice.
Values in public administration: responsibility towards vulnerable communities during transition.

Moral and political philosophy: utilitarian vs deontological approaches to climate policy.




* Way forward
* Anchor transition in ethics, backed by law and institutions

* Explicitly integrate principles of climate justice, inter-generational equity, and environmental
rights into policy (e.g., climate law, long-term emissions budgets).

* Use independent expert bodies to depoliticize some aspects of planning (similar to finance
commissions or monetary policy committees).

* Design a just and sequenced “off-ramp” from fossil fuels
* Set credible timelines for coal phase-down linked to realistic RE and storage expansion.

. grelate robust reskilling and social protection schemes for workers and communities in coal
elts.

Diversify and domesticate critical mineral supply chains

. :\/Igp domestic reserves and potential for responsible mining under strict environmental and
abour norms.

* Invest in refining and processing capacity, recycling, and R&D for mineral-efficient technologies.

* Build strategic partnerships with mineral-rich countries based on fair contracts and
developmental benefits.

Strengthen energy security holistically
* Continue diversifying oil and gas suppliers and routes while expanding strategic reserves.

* Parallelly accelerate renewables, grid modernization, storage, and demand-side management
to reduce exposure to fossil fuel disruptions.

Enhance transparency and public engagement
* Communicate trade-offs clearly: short-term costs vs long-term gains; jobs lost vs jobs created.
* Involve local communities and panchayats in decisions on siting of projects and mines.
Promote technological innovation and local manufacturing

* Encourage domestic manufacturing of solar modules, batteries, and turbine components
through calibrated incentives.

* Support R&D on alternative chemistries and materials that reduce reliance on highly
concentrated minerals.

Use crises as catalysts, not sole drivers

* When conflicts or price spikes occur, seize the political space to accelerate structural reforms,
but embed them in long-term strategies rather than ad-hoc reactions.

* Maintain continuity of climate and energy policy across electoral cycles through bipartisan
consensus where possible.




* UPSC - Mains GS-3

* 2013 GS-3: “What are the consequences of illegal mining? Discuss the
measures to curb it.”

* 2014 GS-3: “Discuss the impact of climate change on the global food
security and Indian agriculture.” (Climate-energy link)

* 2017 GS-3: “Examine the status of the energy mix in India and the feasibility

rn

of ‘energy security and energy independence’.

* 2018 GS-3: “Discuss India’s achievements in the field of space science and
technology and how the application of this technology has helped India’s
socio-economic development.” (Satellite data for energy planning can be
linked.)

* 2019 GS-3: “India’s energy needs are increasing. Discuss how India can
balance its economic growth with environmental concerns.”

* 2020 GS-3: “Explain the meaning of investment in an economy in terms of
capital formation. How can public investment be used to revive the economy?”
(Energy infrastructure angle.)

* 2021 GS-3: Question on Paris Agreement and India’s climate commitments.
* 2022 GS-3: Questions on biofuels, solar energy, and climate finance.
* UPSC - Mains GS-2

* Questions on India—West Asia relations (oil dependence), India—China
relations (supply chains, trade imbalance).

* Questions on international institutions (UNFCCC, COPs).
* UPSC - Mains GS-4

* Questions on environmental ethics, corporate responsibility, and conflict of
interest in public policy (fossil vs renewable lobbies).
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* Key Terms and Explanations

* Black Rain: A phenomenon where rain becomes contaminated with heavy soot, hydrocarbons, and other
pollutants from massive fires or industrial explosions. As the toxic plume interacts with atmospheric moisture, it
falls as a dark, oily, and often acidic sludge. This can cause severe health issues like chemical burns and respiratory
crises, and contaminates soil and water sources. Collateral Damage: A military term for unintended or incidental
damage to civilian infrastructure, non-combatants, or the environment during an operation. The article critiques
this concept, arguing that environmental destruction is often dismissed as mere "collateral damage" despite having
long-term, catastrophic planetary consequences.

* Heavy Metal Contamination: The accumulation of toxic metals like lead, mercury, and tungsten in the
environment. In the context of war, these metals are released from the detonation of high-explosive munitions.
They persist in soil and water for decades, entering the food chain and causing chronic health problems,
neurological damage, and ecosystem degradation.

* Aerosols: Tiny solid particles or liquid droplets suspended in the atmosphere. In the context of the article, these
are generated by oil fires and explosions. They have significant climate effects, including altering weather patterns,

affecting cloud formation, and when deposited on ice (like glaciers), they reduce reflectivity (albedo) and accelerate
melting.

* Geopolitical Space vs. Ecological Space: A distinction between how nations are divided by political borders ar
how the natural environment is interconnected regardless of those borders. The article emphasizes that the !
subcontinent is a single ecological space where environmental damage in one area (e.g., soot from West

directly impacts another (e.g., the Indian monsoon), rendering political boundaries irrelevant for ecol V.

* Frontline State: A term describing a country that, while not a direct belligerent, is geographic ned to
suffer the most immediate and severe consequences of a conflict in its neighborhood.



* Main Arguments and Substantive Parts

* Core Thesis: Modern regional conflicts have evolved into a singular, interconnected ecological catastrophe whose devastating and lasting impacts on the planet's life-
sustaining systems are often overlooked, and which presents a more compelling argument for peace than traditional security concerns.

* Key Points and Supporting Evidence:

* War as a Climate Crime: The article argues that acts of war, such as the targeting of oil storage facilities, constitute "climate crimes." The evidence cited includes the
"Blalcck Rain" event in Tehran, the release of millions of tonnes of carbon into the atmosphere, and the dispersal of soot onto the Himalayan glaciers, accelerating their
melt.

* Pervasive Environmental Destruction: It highlights that environmental devastation extends beyond the immediate blast zone.

* Ukraine: 1.2 million hectares of fertile farmland are contaminated with heavy metals, posing a long-term threat to global food security and human health as
toxins enter the food chain.

. GazaI:_ 60 million tonnes of hazardous debris (concrete, asbestos, industrial chemicals) is leaching into coastal aquifers, contaminating precious water
supplies.

* Oceans: Sunken warships and tankers in the Black Sea, Red Sea, and Indian Ocean are "ticking clocks," representing future oil spills and chemical
contamination.

» Misplaced Priorities: A fundamental conflict exists between war and climate goals. Global military spending ($2.5 trillion in 2025) vastly overshadows and actively
undermines climate finance commitments ($1.3 trillion by 2035). The article uses the US spending "a billion dollars a day on the Iran war" as a stark example of skewed
priorities.

. IInddia's Ecological Vulnerability: As a "frontline state," India faces unique, often ignored, ecological dangers beyond energy security and diaspora welfare. These
include:

* Monsoon Disruption: Soot and aerosols from oil fires altering monsoon wind patterns and accelerating Himalayan glacier melt, threatening India's food and
water security.

* Marine Ecosystem Threat: The Arabian Sea becoming a high-risk zone for oil spills and chemical contamination, which could devastate India's coasts,
mangroves, and fish stocks.

* Diaspora Evacuation: The potential challenge of evacuating and resettling 9 million Indian nationals from a conflict zone, putting a strain on domestic
employment and resources.



* Cold War Period: The threat of nuclear war brought the concept of planetary-
scale environmental catastrophe to the forefront. Nuclear winter theory posited
that soot from firestorms would block sunlight and collapse global ecosystems. This
period also saw the use of chemical defoliants like Agent Orange in the Vietnam
War, causing long-term environmental and health crises, highlighting the persistent
nature of war's toxic legacy.

* Post-Cold War to Early 21st Century: The 1991 Gulf War provided a modern
precedent for the issues raised. The deliberate setting of oil well fires by Iraqi
forces created massive soot plumes, caused local "black rain," and inflicted severe
damage on the Gulf ecosystem. However, this was largely treated as a one-time
event rather than a recurring pattern.

* Historical Evolution of the Issue

* Pre-Independence Era: The concept of environmental destruction from warfare,
though not formally recognized, existed. Scorched-earth tactics used in ancient and
medieval times, and the large-scale trench warfare of WWI, caused massive local
ecological damage and soil degradation.

C
* Contemporary Era (Post-2010s): The proliferation of regional conflicts, the use \
of advanced munitions in urban centers, and the direct targeting of energy
infrastructure have turned environmental destruction into a systematic feature of \
modern warfare. The wars in Ukraine, Gaza, and West Asia have converged,
demonstrating that the ecological impacts are no longer isolated but cumulative
and interconnected across continents. International law has failed to keep pace,
with environmental protections in conflict remaining weak and unenforced, a
legacy of their under-emphasis in the Geneva Conventions and their protocols.
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* Logical and Philosophical Base

* Logic of Interconnectedness: The core logic is that security can no longer be
viewed through a narrow, state-centric lens. The article operates on the
premise that political and ecological systems are deeply interconnected. An
attack on an oil facility in one country is not a discrete event but a trigger for a
chain reaction affecting the global climate, regional weather patterns, and the
health of populations thousands of kilometers away.

* Philosophical Foundation:

Environmental Ethics: The article challenges the anthropocentric
view that only human loss matters. It argues for a form of ecological
justice, asserting that the planet itself—its soil, water, air, and
biodiversity—is a victim of war. The idea of "climate crime" implies a
moral responsibility to the non-human world.

Critique of Realism: It is a fundamental critique of the realist school
of international relations, which prioritizes national interest and
military power. The article argues that this very pursuit of security
through military means is creating a larger, existential insecurity for
all nations by destroying the planetary systems they depend on. It
posits that true security lies not in military might, but in ecological
stability.

Pacifism: The concluding line—"If there ever was a compelling
argument for peace, this is it"—grounds the article in a pacifist
philosophy. It suggests that the existential threat of ecological
collapse should supersede the political and territorial ambitions that
lead to war.




Multidimensional analysis

Social dimension

Coastal communities, fisherfolk, port workers and low-income groups are first and worst affected by oil spills.

Health impacts include respiratory diseases from soot, skin and gastrointestinal illnesses from contaminated water and seafood.

Loss of livelihoods can trigger distress migration, urban slums and social tensions.

Political dimension

Environmental fallout of war can strain relations between states (e.g., downwind or downstream countries blaming belligerents).
Domestic political debates may emerge over government preparedness, disaster response and diplomatic stance on foreign conflicts.
Political narratives can also exploit environmental crises to mobilise nationalism or scapegoat minorities and refugees.

Legal dimension

International law has limited, scattered provisions on environmental damage during armed conflict; calls for a new crime of “ecocide” are growing.
Domestic laws on marine pollution, coastal regulation and environmental protection can be invoked, but enforcement against foreign militaries is weak.
Questions of jurisdiction, evidence and reparations complicate litigation.

Ethical dimension

Using tactics that knowingly risk irreversible harm to oceans and climate raises serious ethical concerns.

There is an ethical duty of care towards vulnerable communities and future generations who bear disproportionate burdens.

The contrast between investments in war and underinvestment in climate resilience underscores distributive injustice.

International dimension

Regional seas like the Arabian Sea and Red Sea are shared by many littoral states; pollution does not respect borders.

This necessitates cooperative monitoring, early-warning systems and joint response mechanisms under UN and regional frameworks.
Environment-security linkages also influence climate negotiations, energy diplomacy and migration regimes.

Economic dimension

Oil spills and fires disrupt shipping, trade routes and energy supplies, raising global prices and insurance costs.

Coastal tourism, fisheries and aquaculture suffer long-term losses, affecting GDP and employment.

On the other hand, large-scale clean-up and restoration can create jobs but at heavy fiscal cost.



Linkages with NCERTs
Class 9, Social Science — Contemporary India |

* Chapters on “Climate” and “Natural Vegetation and Wildlife” help
understand monsoon dynamics and ecological vulnerabilities.

* Useful for grasping how aerosols and land-sea interactions influence
rainfall.

Class 10, Social Science — Contemporary India Il

* “Resources and Development” and “Environment and Sustainable
Development” (in Economics) connect directly to environmental impacts of
human and industrial activities.

* The idea of sustainable use of resources and inter-generational equity is
relevant here.

Class 11, Geography — Fundamentals of Physical Geography & India: Physical
Environment

” ” «u

* Chapters on “Atmosphere”, “World Climate and Climate Change”, “Indian
Monsoon”, “Oceans” provide scientific grounding for aerosol effects,
circulation patterns and marine pollution.

* Class 11, Political Science — Indian Constitution at Work

* Chapters on Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and Duties highlight
constitutional bases for environmental protection.

* Class 12, Geography — India: People and Economy & Fundamentals of Human
Geography

” «u

* Chapters on “Transport and Communication”, “International Trade”,
“Resources and Development” and “Human Activities” show how sea
lanes, trade and energy resources intersect with environment and
geopolitics.

* Class 12, Economics — Macroeconomics & Indian Economic Development

* Topics on infrastructure, environment and sustainable development, and
globalisation provide economic context for trade disruptions and
environmental externalities.




Linkages with UPSC CSE syllabus

GS Paper |
* “Salient features of world’s physical geography” — monsoon, ocean currents, climate
change.

* “Distribution of key natural resources” — oil in West Asia, Indian Ocean trade routes.

* “Urbanisation, problems and remedies” — climate-induced migration and coastal urban
stress.

GS Paper i
* “India and its neighbourhood relations” — West Asia, Gulf, and Indian Ocean Region.

» “Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests” —
conflicts affecting energy security.

* “Important international institutions, agencies and fora” — UN, climate regimes, conventions
on environment and seas.

GS Paper llI
* Core linkage:

* “Environment: conservation, pollution, degradation, environmental impact
assessment.”

* “Disaster management” — oil spills, marine disasters, industrial accidents.
* “Economy: infrastructure — energy, ports, roads, airports, railways.”

* “Security: challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of
media and social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber
security” — broader security context; plus maritime security and energy security.

GS Paper IV (Ethics)
* “Ethics in international relations and funding” — arms trade vs climate finance.

* “Values of empathy, compassion, justice, environmental ethics” — duties towards vulnerable
peoples and nature.

* Case-study style questions on allocation of scarce resources, responsibility of leaders.




Way forward
Redefine security doctrines

* Incorporate environmental and climate impacts explicitly into national security strategies and military doctrines.

* Treat attacks on oil infrastructure and deliberate pollution as unacceptable except under the most extreme necessity, with clear international red lines.
Strengthen international legal frameworks

* Support efforts to recognise “ecocide” as an international crime or to amend existing conventions (Geneva Conventions, UNCLOS) to specifically address
large-scale environmental damage in war.

* Create regional agreements in the Indian Ocean and West Asia for joint monitoring and liability for oil spills and war-related pollution.
Regional environmental security cooperation

* Set up an Indian Ocean/Arabian Sea Environmental Security Forum involving littoral states to share data, early-warning systems and rapid clean-up
capabilities.

* Conduct joint naval and coastguard exercises focused on spill response and humanitarian assistance.

Domestic preparedness and regulation
* Strengthen India’s coastal zone management, oil-spill response capacities and environmental impact assessment mechanisms for ports and refineries.
* Use technology—satellite imagery, AlS tracking—to monitor ship movements and potential risks in near-real time.

Budgetary re-prioritisation

* Gradually redirect a small but rising portion of defence expenditure towards green technologies, resilient infrastructure and climate mitigation (e.g.,
renewable-powered bases, low-carbon logistics).

* Push within multilateral forums for counting war-related emissions and damages in climate negotiations, possibly linking arms exports to environmental
accountability.

Science, data and public awareness

* Invest in studies on aerosol-monsoon interactions, marine ecology and health impacts of oil spills.

* Encourage transparent sharing of findings with the public to build support for preventive diplomacy and environmental peacebuilding.
Ethical and educational measures

* Integrate environmental ethics and climate security into training of diplomats, military officers and civil servants.

* Promote curricula that highlight interdependence between peace, development and ecological balance.



UPSC CSE — Prelims
Questions on:

* Causes and impacts of oil spills, dispersants, and their effect on marine
ecosystems (several years).

* Features of monsoon, role of aerosols, El Nifio/La Nifia, Indian Ocean Dipole.

* Coral bleaching, mangrove importance, Ramsar sites, Marine Protected
Areas.

* International conventions related to marine pollution and climate change
(UNCLOS, MARPOL, UNFCCC, Paris Agreement).

UPSC CSE — Mains (selected)
s GS-I

» 2017/2018 (approx.): Discuss the factors responsible for variability of Indian
monsoon and its impact on agriculture.

* Question on “impact of climate change on Himalayan ecosystem and water
resources.”

* GS-ll
* Question on “India’s energy security and relations with West Asian countries.”

* Question on “How do the policies of developed countries impact India’s climate and
energy interests?”

* GS-li

* 2016: “The frequency of urban floods due to high-intensity rainfall has increased.
Discuss causes and suggest measures.” (link via climate extremes and coastal
vulnerabilities).

e 2016: “The success of ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ depends on changing the mindset of
people. Discuss.” (environmental behaviour).

e 2017: “Explain how climate change can be considered a non-traditional security
threat to India.”
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